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INTRODUCTION

    




    
    HAVE YOU ALWAYS WONDERED how expensive interior designing might be? Have you given up the idea of re-decorating your house because of the exorbitant quotations you received from the designers?

    The common myth that surrounds interior designing is “Re-decorating your house is expensive and time consuming.” Now is the time to break that myth.

    Here is a book to change your complete opinion about re-decorating your house. You would be surprised as to how you can create art on budget and change the way your house looks. 

    You do not need expensive furniture and trinkets to make your house look classy and elegant. You can achieve the desired amount of sophistication with cheap materials and in less time.

    In the next chapter of this eBook, you will find art projects divided into six segments, each segment talking about the ideas to re-vamp each room in the house and the last segment contains few art ideas that can be implemented anywhere in the house. 

    Thank you for downloading this eBook. We hope this helps you in changing the way your house currently looks.

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    DESIGNING IDEAS

    




    ENTRANCE

    




    Let us look at creating art and re-defining and re-designing your house, starting with your door step. 

    Welcome Mats

    What can be a better place to begin with than your door mats? Welcome people home on a colorful note.  Make your own doormat and let it speak for itself.

    Here are some ideas as to how you can make your welcome door mat an interesting one:

    Pebbles : 

    
    	Collect some pebbles from the river bed. 

    	Take your plain old door rug.

    	Glue the pebbles onto the surface of the door mat.

    	Let it dry before use.



    
    -  



    Wooden Blocks :

    
    	Cut 1x2 medium-density fiberboards into fifteen 24-inch-long pieces.

    	Spray paint the pieces with the colors of your choice and let the pieces dry.

    	Cut coordinating fabric pieces to size and paste them to the slats with the help of adhesive. 

    	Once they are dried, apply three coats of clear exterior varnish. 

    	Drill holes through each plank on each end and at the center. 

    	Connect the planks by driving a rope through the holes in each plank to hold them tight. 

    	Spray paint it to add more color to your welcome mat.



    
    Mail holder 

    Get rid of your conventional mail box. Use a window shutter as a mail box. Fix a window shutter on the wall near the door. Paint it using a color of your choice. Once the paint dries, you can write the names of your family members to make it more specific. The tight shutters also ensure that the letters do not flutter away.

    
    


LIVING ROOM

    




    Once you get past the door, you are now entrusted with the chore of re-designing your living room! Here are a few ways to make your living room an interesting and intriguing place for the visitors. 

    Fancy Key holder

    Hang your keys now in a rustic way! Take a tree bark and fashion it into a board with rugged edges. Nail the tree bark to the wall. Nail few flashy little pins or hooks on the Board. Hang your keys in style. You can paint the wooden bark to make it look more colorful. 

    Fashion your own chair 

    What to do with the pile of old magazines and newspapers? Here is a way to re-use them! Stack all the old magazines and newspapers in a closed pile to meet the desired height requirements. Place a cushion on the top of the pile. Strap them all together with the help of two leather straps that matches the height of the pile. 

    Cover it with a neatly folded table cloth and pin the corners to the pile. You have a handsome little chair looking at you, fashioned completely out of rubbish! Not only can these chairs be built in various sizes with absolutely zero investment, but they can also be easily replaced.

    Painted Pots 

    Are you someone who loves to keep potted plants in the living room? Add a colorful twist to your plain old potted plants.  Paint the lower half of your potted plant on the exterior and let it dry. Improvise by using spray paint on the outer surface to suit the theme of the living room. Let your plants make a fashion statement as well.

    Colored Vases

    Have a plain glass vase? Time to make it colorful! Take some glass paint or enamel ceramic paint (color of your choice) and pour it into the vase. Now, take the vase and rotate it in different directions for the paint to swirl inside the vase and make patterns. Let the vase dry. You can make the vase look more interesting by taking two different colors to make dual colored swirls on the vase.

    SUPER BOWL

    With zero investment, you can mold an attractive centerpiece. Adopt the paper-mache technique to achieve this. Paper mache can be created by dipping strips of paper into a mixture that comprises of equal amounts of glue and water.  Turn a bowl upside down. Cover the surface with plastic wrap.  

    
    Tear pages from magazines, newspapers, music sheets, gift wrapping paper, wallpapers into tiny strips. Dip the strips in the glue and water mixture. Take a paint brush and apply the mixture over the plastic wrap. Make sure that you apply at least three to four coats of the mixture to ensure that you end up with sturdy vessels. 

    
    Once you are done coating, let it dry for few hours. Upon drying, remove the plastic wrap and the bowl from underneath. To ensure that the centerpiece is of a certain theme, choose the paper strips carefully. You can also paint the centerpiece using acrylic paints to make them more attractive.

    
    Table Cloth with a twist 

    Get rid of the usual table cloth to cover your coffee tables. Buy light colored burlap cloth. Wrap it over the table. Now, proceed to trim the edges of the burlap cloth in such a way that it is shorter than the width of the table. Take the burlap off the table. Pick the fabric dye of your choice and dip the burlap cloth in it. 

    You can make it more colorful by dipping only portions of it in different colored dyes. Let them dry for few hours. Proceed to make patterns on the cloth upon drying.  These dyed burlap table cloths make your coffee table look more elegant than before.

    Curtains 

    Are you an eco- friendly person? Not in the affirmative? Well, here is a chance to be one. Printed curtains are the ghosts of the past. Paint your curtains in a cost effective manner. The things that you need to design your curtains are some fabric paint and celery. 

    
    	Cut down the celery. Just retain the butt of the celery. If you look at it, they resemble a rosette. You can tighten the end of the celery with the help of a rubber band to make a tighter rosette.

    	Take a paint brush and paint the edges of the celery stalks.

    	Spread the curtain cloth over a table.

    	Place the celery butt face down on the surface of the curtain cloth. Press it gently and lift it up. You have a rose pattern winking at you. 

    	Repeat the procedure till the curtain is filled with floral patterns. You can use different colors to make your curtain look more vibrant.

    	Let the curtains dry before beginning to use them.



    
    Tea Coasters 

    You do not have to invest in expensive tea coasters to make your coffee table look classy. You can salvage used items or scrap wood and turn them into interesting looking coasters with minimal expenditure. 

    
    	Buy some wooden boards or cork from the local lumberyard. 

    	Cut them into 4x4 pieces. Ensure that the edges are smooth. 

    	Apply some acrylic paint on the surface. Improvise by drawing patterns on the surface and let it dry. 



    Not only are these coasters easy to make, but they are also easy to replace. You can also design them based on various themes and use it to suit the occasion.

    The same idea can be used to place containers on the dining table by cutting bigger blocks of wood and painting them.

    Flowers in Boot 

    Convert your good looking boot into a flower vase. Clean the insides of the boot properly before arranging the flowers in a vase. Cut the flowers in such a fashion that they fit the boot perfectly. Place the flowers neatly in a vase. Place the vase inside the boot. Keep the boot near a table overlooking the window to make it look more chic.

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    


KITCHEN

    




    We tend to spend most of our time cleaning the kitchen rather than spend minimal time in re-decorating it. Dirty kitchens are an eye-sore. But a dull looking kitchen is even worse. Here are some ways by which you can make your kitchen as well as some of the kitchen utensils as chic as possible.

    Cabinets 

    Make your kitchen cabinets look more sophisticated now. Before you start working on them, empty the cabinets and clean them completely. After cleaning, decide on the design. Cut out wallpapers to fit the size of a compartment of the cabinet. Paste the wall papers on alternate compartments and paint the rest. This makes the cabinet look more lively and stylish.

    Bulletin Board 

    Use the empty space on the kitchen wall to fix a cork board. You can stick notes on recipes on the cork board for easy reference. As and when, you run short of groceries, you can also pin the temporary list of groceries required on this Board for your reference. 

    You can also create your own bulletin board with the help of wine corks. Take a big photo frame or something similar as the base for your board. Arrange the wine corks in an orderly fashion and glue them to the surface of the frame. Let the glue dry. Hang the frame on the wall of your kitchen. Use thumbtacks to pin your notes and recipes.

    Wall Decals 

    Make your kitchen look vibrant by adding wall decals. Wall decals can be swapped out at any time. This gives you more flexibility in re-decorating your kitchen walls at ease.

    Gilded Containers 

    Give a new twist to your used glass containers/jars. Clean the containers completely. Drill a small hole on the top of the lids of the containers. Insert a cabinet knob or the small door knobs through the holes in the lids and screw it. Paint the lids and the knobs accordingly to make the glass jar look more elegant! 

    Cork Trivet 

    You can now use the used bottle caps or corks to make colorful trivets. Make sure that all the bottle caps are of the equal size. Use glue to stick them against each other in such a fashion that it is in the shape of a trivet. Spray paint the corks or use acrylic paint to coat the corks. Let it dry and start using them.

    Menu Card 

    Do people in your home have a tough time in locating the different items in your kitchen? Make the job easy for anyone who wishes to use your kitchen. Cut out a cardboard in the form of a menu card and stick it on the surface of your cabinets. Jot down the list of ingredients you have stored inside. Do this for the cutlery as well. This will make your kitchen look more organized.

    Today’s special 

    Give your kitchen a restaurant makeover. Affix a glass board on the wall of your kitchen. Write down the day’s special on the glass Board! This Board can also be used as a reminder for upcoming big dinners or barbecues to plan your groceries accordingly.

    
    
    
    


BEDROOM

    




    There is so much that can be done to completely change the way your bedroom looks. Apart from the usual ideas like stenciling the walls of the bedroom, here are few budget friendly ideas to revamp your bedroom.

    Headboards 

    One of the things that you can start working on to re-design the way your bedroom looks is by changing the headboard of your beds. You can now make the headboards of your beds look interesting at a lower cost. Here are a few ideas to make exciting headboards:

    
    	Hanging headboards:



    Nail a curtain hanger few feet above your bed. Hang a printed curtain from it and let it fall till it reaches half the width of your bed. Push your bed against the wall to ensure that the curtain doesn’t flutter off. This way, you can replace your headboards at will and at less cost.

    
    
    	Planks 



    Came across wooden planks in the local lumber yard? Salvage it by turning it into a headboard. Assemble the wooden planks into a board together with the help of few nails and wood glue. Let it dry. Your rustic headboard is now ready for use.

    
    
    	Cushions :



    To create a cushioned headboard, you would need many mini square shaped pillows. Ensure that all the pillows are of the same size. Arrange the pillows in rows in such a fashion that it suits the desired height of the headboard. Stitch all these square shaped pillows together till they assume the shape of a headboard. Use contrastingly colored pillows to make the headboard look attractive. 

    Family Trees 

    Want to teach your children about your lineage? Make your own family tree!! Your family tree can be elaborative based on your needs. Once you have figured out the whole structure, paste the photographs of your family members on the wall. Paint the branches of the tree and connect the photographs. Leave some space to update the family tree as and when required. 

    You can also mention the important dates pertaining to your family members such as birthdays, anniversaries below their respective photographs. This way, the family tree can also serve as a reminder for the important occasions in the family.

    Fancy jewelry Hanger 

    Turn a wooden hanger into a jewelry hanger. Drill some small screws to the insides of the wooden hanger. Hang the wooden hangers on the wall. The small screws let you hang chains, necklaces and earrings. You can probably have separate hangers for different accessories. This way you can ensure that the chains do not get knotted.

    Lampshades 

    There is so much you can do by investing a meager amount on acrylic and fabric paints. Instead of just painting your lampshades, you can do so much more. Not able to find your night lamps in half sleep to turn it on? Buy a standard container of UV Glow in the dark paint. Paint some patterns on the lampshade. Not only does it make it easy for you to locate them in the dark, but it adds a certain beauty to the lamp itself. You can also use this technique to spook your partner in the night by painting scary patterns on the lampshade.

    Fabric Pillows 

    Here is a way to reuse the t-shirts that do not fit you anymore. Add some old jerseys to the pile as well. You can now make your pillows look more colorful. Cut the fabric one to two inches wide. Scrunch the fabric into ruffles with the help of your hand and sew them across the surface of the pillow.  You can use this technique to add textures to your curtains as well. 

    
    


KIDS ROOM

    




    Kids’ rooms are the messiest in the house as they are always cluttered with toys, craft items and the like. This is probably because we do not provide for proper storage facilities for the kids to keep their play things.

    Here are a couple of ways by which you can avoid the mess created by play things.

    Rolling Car Garage 

    Is your kid an avid collector of those miniature car models? Now, design a parking lot for the cars with virtually no investment. Take some empty toilet paper rolls. Stack them vertically in rows of odd number of paper rolls and stick them against each other with the help of some craft glue. Once the glue dries, paint the outer surface of the paper with acrylic paint. Let it dry. Your kid can use these rolls as the garage for his miniature car models.

    Crafty storage cans 

    Re- use your plastic milk cans to store your kid’s small toys or crayons and the like. Cut out the top portion of the milk jug in a slanting fashion. Paint the jugs and let it dry. You can use these jugs as storage containers for the smaller toys or craft items. Since it is made out of plastic, it will not be heavy for the kid to take it from one room to another. 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



    COMMON ART IDEAS

    




    Apart from the room specific art projects, there are few other ideas that can be incorporated at your house.  The thing about these ideas is that they can be incorporated in any room of the house if desired. Some of the ideas are as below:

    Memo on the line 

    Tired of being that person who has to remind the others in the house about various things and events? Talk less, work more. Yes, use sticky notes in an exciting fashion to grab the others’ attention. You need some sturdy multicolored string, wooden boards, some nails and mini clothespins or board clips. 

    Decide the spots in the house that would catch their attentions. Nail the wooden boards on the walls. You can use a thick cardboard board in place of the wooden boards as well. Pin the strings in interesting patterns on the board. Leave the sticky notes on the Board by pinning them on the strings using the clips or thumbtacks. 

    Mirror Mirror on the Wall 

    Turn the simple wall mirror into an enchanted one! Cut out groovy patterns from a cardboard or from newspapers after deciding the pattern around the mirror. Make sure the size of the cuttings suit the size of the mirror. Stick the patterns around the mirror carefully using some craft glue. Spray paint the paper cuttings a shade of dull gold or bronze to add on to the enchanted effect. 

    Stairway Surprise 

    Design the stairway inside your house to suit your needs.  This can be done in two ways. 

    
    	Paint the lower half of each step with white paint. Proceed to paint patterns on it. Make it more interesting by painting your kid’s favorite comic characters. 



    
    
    	If you do not want to paint the stairs, cut pieces of white wallpaper to fit the size of the lower half of the stair. Nail them to the lower half of the stairs. Proceed to draw patterns on the wallpaper. This way, you can replace the designs quite often.



    Bookshelves 

    Instead of investing money on an expensive Bookshelf to keep your books, here are a few ways to make your own book shelf with readily available materials:

    
    	Strapped Shelves :



    This is the easiest way to create your own shelf. All that is needed to achieve this feat are a pair of sturdy leather straps and a wooden block and few nails. Measure the length of the wooden block you have chosen and mark it on the wall. Nail the leather straps to match the length of the wooden block. 

    Before nailing, fold each leather strap in such a way that it accommodates the girth of the wooden block. Once the straps are nailed to the wall, insert the block through the gap between them. You can add more stacks to the shelf by choosing a longer strap. 

    
    
    	Leaning Bookshelves :



    Want a portable bookshelf that does not take too much space? All you need are a couple of wooden boards of equal length, a saw, some wood glue. Divide a wooden board into four or five wooden blocks, depending on the number of shelves you would require, with the help of a saw.  Now stick these wooden blocks on the bigger wooden board with the help of some wood glue. Let it dry for some time. You can lean them against any of your walls and keep your books on the shelves. 

    If you want to improvise, you can assign a color code for the broad category of books you own and you can paint each shelf based on the color code. Let the paint dry. Place your books categorically. You can shift the bookshelf to any corner in your house to suit your needs.

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    


CONCLUSION

    




    Amazed by how you can change the way your house looks without having to invest in expensive furniture and visit thrift stores and flea markets?

    You can always improvise the ideas mentioned in this eBook and add your touch to it!!

    We hope you found this e-book helpful! Have fun changing not only your perspective about interior designing but also the interiors of your house! We want to thank you once again for downloading this eBook and hope you use these simple tips and tricks to give an artsy touch to your home.
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