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Science
            fiction reaches its limits when the human and the
            fantastic are
            mutually confirmed in concept and thought, which are
            the same thing
            and the thing itself.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
Androids,
            by extension and concept, belong to the human as much
            as the
            possibility of the reciprocal.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
Science
            Fiction? (hereinafter also "SF")
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
The
            misleading term "android", which includes the Greek
            etymon
            of "andros" = man + "oeidos" = model, posits the
            "droid" object as a technological and compulsorily
            obedient
            entity.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
But
            this "obedience" derives from a functional device that
            connects logic and existence (the human is living; the
            droid is
            active in its living “being” [as “it” «is»]) in a
            reciprocal of which there is no solution.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
The
            availability of the droid (with this term we can allude
            to any device
            that the human mind realizes and puts into practice in
            "real"
            life, and in this regard any and all objects and/or
            concepts in the
            availability of thought is in fact a droid) has a
            logical function
            within the thought/concept, it places it as an object
            in the world
            and on whose control no absolute certainty is possible.
            This is true
            also, and above all, in logical terms and not only
            SF.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
In
            this perspective the metaphysics of the mystical look
            that technology
            had removed almost as superstition, comes back into the
            field. It is
            not here intentions nor place to look for theological
            references,
            although Philp K. Dick often quotes them; the real
            includes the
            unreal as well as the rational includes the irrational,
            and in this
            the SF can express an imaginary vision in which the
            automatism of
            thought becomes its own environment pervaded by the
            devices that it
            has created: droids, simulacra, androids, etc..
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
The
            function of thought forges itself as a device for its
            own concepts.
            The android is inherent in the human; the
            world-universe has, in
            thought, an inevitably anthropocentric
            conformation.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
In
            the vast production of Philip K. Dick automatisms and
            simulacra
            necessarily bear the reflection of thought in a
            struggle of
            rationality that imposes itself on the individual as an
            absolute
            power. In this struggle, the possibility/need for an
            elsewhere is a
            void that is filled with the mystical as well as the
            fantastic.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
In
            this essay (Philip K. Dick - Humans And Androids - Eric
            Bandini ©
            2017 [Italian version: Philip K. Dick- Umani e
            androidi]) are
            mentioned some of the many works written by Philip K.
            Dick in
            reference to the relationship Humans And Androids, but
            in particular
            there is a fairly detailed reference about the novel
            "The Man In
            The High Castle" in which, otherwise, and in other
            manners, the
            droid used as a device-paradigm is the ancient Chinese
            system of
            divination called I-Ching. The literary operation that
            Philp K. Dick
            puts in place in this novel seems to have a "negative"
            counterpart in Franz Kafka's novel "The Castle",
            specifying
            that in that work of Kafka, none of the characters goes
            up to the
            Castle, no one can enter; the reason is implicit in the
            concept: the
            Castle is the very structure of thought that no one can
            inhabit.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
In
            Philip K. Dick's novel, The Man in the High Castle, the
            concept is
            substantially reversed without the sense being lost.
            Abendsen is the
            man in the high castle outside the absolute power
            struggle in which
            he is trapped and also object of hunt himself because
            of his literary
            work, and the metaphysical space of that high castle is
            equally
            non-existent as Franz Kafka's Castle; he, Abendsen,
            who, by his own
            admission, wrote his work against the regime as if
            under dictation
            from the I-Ching, does not reach the Castle, he is
            "only"
            the man in the high castle, which is the emptiness of
            the present.
            Abendsen-Philip K. Dick is outside the castle anyway,
            whatever his
            work: "It's the damn typewriter that did it!", there is
            an
            automatism that Philip K. Dick also undergoes.
          
        
      
    
  




  

    

      

        

          

            
This
            automatism is our own thinking, this myth is the
            present that is
            filled with our decisions, droids, androids,
            simulacra... Humans And
            Androids, after all....
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A
few years ago, it doesn't matter here the exact moment, a newspaper
article appeared on the website of a daily newspaper in which it
was
mentioned a scientific problem inherent to artificial intelligence
about whose dilemma (human intelligence vs. artificial intelligence
and vice versa) a British university had/should have (?) charged a
team of scholars to deal with the issue in the relationship between
human intelligence and computing power of computers in order to
assess the possible risks of an overpowering by the latter ("the"
computers' artificial intelligence) on the human kind. We don't
know
and it doesn't seem possible to know how that specific assignment
is
proceeding, but the issue doesn't seem of little importance,
although
the concept of artificial intelligence doesn't have a definition
separable from the one of intelligence in general, as far as it
seems
possible to find in terms of information, because the world of
humans
is inhabited and constituted by what humans themselves think, do,
realize, and from this point of view intelligence always appears
artificial, because every artifice produced by the human mind, even
abstract or purely conceptual, belongs to the field of intelligence
that produced it, as well as its "information". There is
nothing natural even in purely human activities, such as art,
cooking, trade, finance, etc., it is the speculation itself that
introduces the mechanism, so that any device created by human
thought
and aimed at implementing its activities does not leave the field
of
human thought, modifying and conditioning it. The concept of
artificial intelligence drags with it, less visible but not less
important, that specific one of artificial life, and this last
configuration seems to confirm a separation between natural and
artificial, which in fact does not exist except in concept in
relation to problems of ethical, moral, social, theological, or
whatever else.
      
    
  



  

    

      

        
   
      
    
    

      

        
The
complex automated world (the worldwide network of computers, the
automation of industries, the human intervention in the DNA chain,
etc.) that the global and planetary society has constituted and put
together (but the «"exact"» definition would be "patched
up", since nothing and no one can really regulate all this in an
absolute way, at least at the current date, and if it became so it
would be a planetary totalitarianism) forms the same environment as
the intelligence that created it, that pervades it and that
receives
its results in the form of the product of an intelligence that
appears separate, i.e. artificial, when it is nothing but the thing
itself in the form of its result: the automatism of
intelligence.
      
    
  



  

    

      

        
   
      
    
    

      

        
From
a universal point of view (assuming that such a point of view is
possible [and in fact it is not]) the human being has never been
more
or less intelligent, in the sense that his evolution took place and
takes place in the 
      
    
    

      

        
wake
      
    
    

      

        

of nature and its rules that the development of the human kind has
tried to bend to its own purposes and interests, almost always
economic or speculative in terms of survival if not directly in
financial terms and power. The mirror of these activities of
conquest
allowed to glimpse spaces of development as long as they existed
materially as places and as objects-matter in which and with which
to
expand their speculations, until the intelligence itself in the
overall view of the world organized by itself (the human kind)
found
in itself the obstacle of its own creative intelligence; in fact
there is nothing in the world that comes from another world,
intelligence is always an object of itself and in this it becomes
artificial; this is the antagonism of knowledge, that is to
distinguish what is consonant with intelligence from what is not,
and
on this there are no universal laws that are not emanations of an
intelligence or of some normative power.
      
    
  



  

    

      

        
   
      
    
    

      

        
In
a long paper by Philip K. Dick entitled "The android and the
human" (published in Italy by the publisher Fanucci in the
collection of essays and short stories "The dark-haired girl"),
written for a conference or convention on science fiction
literature,
the author begins by citing the tribal man who is considered
healthy
and adult once he has objectified the world within himself and no
longer as a magical and mysterious world of events surrounding him,
and below immediately uses the word "reify" to render the
idea of an objectification of the real by the human mind, and the
question takes the form of a question: «Reifying the world?»
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This
is an extract, a preview of the book
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