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On
the defeat of Pharnaces and reduction of Africa, those who escaped
from those battles fled to young Cn. Pompey, who had taken
possession of Further Spain, while Caesar was detained in Italy in
exhibiting games. Pompey began to throw himself on the protection
of every state, in order the more readily to establish the means of
defense against him. Accordingly, with a considerable force which
had been collected, partly by entreaty, partly by force, he began
to lay waste the province. Under these circumstances some states
voluntarily sent him supplies, others shut the gates of their towns
against him. If any of these chanced to fall into his hands by
assault, although some citizen in it had deserved well of Cn.
Pompey (his father), yet some cause was alleged against him on
account of the greatness of his wealth, so that, he being
dispatched, his fortune might become the reward of the soldiers.
Thus the enemy, being encouraged by a few advantages, their forces
increased much, wherefore those states which were opposed to
Pompey, by continual messages dispatched to Italy, sought
protection for themselves.

When
Caesar, now a third time dictator, and elected a fourth time,
having already proceeded many marches into Spain with prompt
dispatch, was coming to finish the war, he was met on the way by
embassadors from Corduba, who had deserted Cn. Pompey; these
informed him that it would be an easy matter to make himself master
of the town by night, because the enemy as yet knew nothing of his
arrival in the province, as the scouts sent out by Cn. Pompey to
inform him of Caesar’s approach had been all made prisoners. They
alleged besides many other very plausible reasons. He, therefore,
immediately sent intelligence of his arrival to Q. Pedius, and Q.
Fabius Maximus his lieutenants, to whom he had left the command of
the troops in the province, ordering them to send him all the
cavalry they had been able to raise. He came up with them much
sooner than they expected, and had not the protection of the
cavalry, according to his desire.

Sextus
Pompey, the brother of Cneius, commanded at this time at Corduba,
which was accounted the capital of the province. Young Cneius
Pompey himself was employed in the siege of Ulia, which had now
lasted some months. Notice of Caesar’s arrival having been
received, messengers having passed Pompey’s guards came to him from
that town and besought him to send them relief as soon as possible.
Caesar, knowing that this people had deserved very well of the
Romans, detached, about nine o’clock, at night eleven cohorts, with
a like number of horse, under the command of L. Julius Paciecus, a
man known in that province, and also well acquainted with it. When
he arrived at Pompey’s quarter, a dreadful tempest arising,
attended with a violent wind, so great a darkness ensued that you
could scarcely have distinguished even the person next you. This
accident proved of great advantage to Paciecus: for being arrived
at Pompey’s camp, he ordered the cavalry to advance two by two, and
march directly through the enemy’s quarters to the town; one of
their guards calling to know who passed, one of our troopers bade
him be silent, for they were just then endeavoring by stealth to
approach the wall, in order to get possession of the town; and
partly by this answer, partly by favor of the tempest, the
sentinels were prevented from examining things diligently. When
they reached the gates, upon a signal being given, they were
admitted; and both horse and foot raising a loud shout, after
leaving some troops to guard the town, sallied in a body upon the
enemy’s camp. This came upon them so unexpectedly that the greater
number of the men in the camps thought that they were
captured.

Ulia
being relieved, Caesar, to draw Pompey from the siege, marched
toward Corduba; sending the cavalry before, with a select body of
heavy-armed foot; who, as soon as they came within sight of the
place, got up behind the troopers. By this stratagem they could not
possibly be perceived by those of Corduba. Upon their approach to
the walls, the enemy sallied in great numbers to attack our
cavalry; when the infantry, whom we have mentioned above, leaping
down, fell upon them with such fury that out of an almost infinite
multitude of men, very few returned to the town. This so alarmed
Sextus Pompey that he immediately sent letters to his brother,
requesting him to come speedily to his relief, lest Caesar should
make himself master of Corduba before his arrival. Thus Cn. Pompey,
moved by his brother’s letters, quitted the siege of Ulia, which
was upon the point of surrendering, and set out toward
Corduba.

Caesar,
arriving at the river Guadalquivir, which he found too deep to be
forded, sank several baskets of stones in it. Thus having formed a
bridge, he transported his troops in three bodies to the camps. As
I have just mentioned, the beams of the bridge stretched over
against the tower in two rows. Pompey, arriving soon after with his
troops, encamped directly over against him. Caesar, to cut off his
provisions and communication with the town, ran a line from his
camp to the bridge. Pompey did the same; so that a struggle arose
between the two generals, which should first get possession of the
bridge; and this daily brought on skirmishes, in which sometimes
the one, sometimes the other party had the better. When these
merged into a serious engagement, both sides fought hand to hand;
in the heat of the struggle for this position, owing to the
narrowness of the bridge, they were pressed together, and in their
efforts to extend themselves toward the river-side, many fell
headlong. Thus the loss was pretty equal; for on either side lay
heaps of slain, and Caesar for many days used all possible
endeavors to bring the enemy to an engagement on equal terms, that
he might bring the war to a conclusion as soon as
possible.

But
finding that they carefully avoided a battle, with a view to which
chiefly he had quitted the route of Ulia; he caused great fires to
be lighted in the night, repassed the river with all his forces,
and marched toward Ategua, one of their strongest garrisons.
Pompey, being informed of this by the deserters, on the same day
brought back many carriages and machines by narrow paths, and
betook himself to Corduba. Caesar began his attack upon Ategua, and
carried lines quite round the town. Pompey, having intelligence of
this, set out upon his march the same day. In order to guard
against his arrival, Caesar possessed himself of many forts; partly
to shelter his cavalry, partly to post guards of infantry for the
defense of his camp. Pompey’s arrival happened at a time when the
mist was very thick, so that he found means, with some cohorts and
troops of cavalry, to hem in a party of Caesar’s horse, and fell
upon them in such manner that very few escaped
slaughter.
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