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			Book Presentation: The Most Exclusive Club by Lewis L. Gould

			Book Abstract

			The Senate was originally conceived by the Founding Fathers as an anti-democratic counterweight to the more volatile House of Representatives, but in the twentieth century, it has often acted as an impediment to needed reforms. Now, in the wake of the 2004 elections, and the consolidation of Republican control, the Senate is likely to see power shifts that will have enormous impact on American politics in the twenty-first century.

			In The Most Exclusive Club, Gould puts the debates about the Senate’s future into the context of its history from the Progressive Era to the war in Iraq. From charges of corruption to the occasional attempt at reform, Gould highlights the major players, issues and debates that have shaped the institution. Gould offers a history of one of the most powerful political bodies in the world and includes a fresh look at the crucible of contemporary political debate and decision-making.

			About the Author

			Lewis L. Gould is emeritus professor of History at the University of Texas. He has written widely on America’s political history, including studies of William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. Gould’s books include The Modern American Presidency and 1968: The Election That Changed America. He is well known for his provocative thesis that the demands of the Oval Office have become too great for any single individual to handle successfully. 
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