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Book Presentation:
The United States of Europe by
T.R. Reid

Book Abstract

The rise of a united Europe is one of the great
geopolitical events of our time. The nations of this diverse and
once fractious continent are pulling together to create a common
economic system, currency and social identity. The European Union
now eclipses the United States in terms of population, economic
output and it is the largest consumer market in the world. In
short, the European Union is fast becoming a superpower capable of
rivaling the United States on every measure, except militarily.

The emergence of the European Union as a major
global force has gone largely unnoticed by the American public.
Most Americans do not realize, for instance, the sheer number of
products and services they purchase which are made or controlled by
European concerns. With America’s huge account and trade deficits,
Europe is essentially lending America money to buy European
products. This arrangement offers something for both sides, but
America’s lack of fiscal responsibility is reflected in the rise of
the euro versus the dollar. The euro is poised to replace the
dollar as the world’s currency of choice. A unified Europe is
becoming an economic powerhouse that is increasingly setting the
rules of global commerce. The sooner America wakes up to this fact,
the better for all concerned.

About the Author

T.R. Reid has covered U.S. national politics
during four presidential campaigns for The
Washington Post. He has covered world affairs for the Post
as bureau chief in both Tokyo and London. Reid is a well-known
figure on National Public Radio and the author of eight books
including,
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