
	A GOOD LEADER

	Do you want to rule the world? Don’t only become a great leader become a good one. Understand the true meaning of leadership and the indispensable qualities that a good leader must imbed. And let the power of leadership transform you forever. 
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	I dedicate this book to the Almighty God for his wisdom and knowledge.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	FOREWORD

	Leaders have always been the first people to be pinpointed whenever tough situations occur. Although there are many leaders in the world, we notice that the decline of problems that the world is facing is not proportionally related to the growing number of the so-called existing leaders. Who is a leader and who isn’t? What is the real meaning of leadership? Are there some unmistakable qualities a leader should have? Can we become a leader just in one day? What are the pitfalls that the professing good leaders should avoid? Can all the problems of this world be solved by good leaders? If the answer of the last question is true it means that we should undoubtedly look for these qualities and by all means train people to leadership around us in order to solve up to day problems and find solutions for future ones. Most of the talented people in the world have doubted of their abilities to become good leaders and allowed their fear to limit their potential. So People are looking for leaders around them just because they are overestimating their own weaknesses and magnifying the scope of their own ignorance, people have relied on the qualities of others and trusted many leaders than in their ability to become leaders as well. Many have been confused and doubted this notion of leadership than ever before. 

	In my quest for the answer of these questions and for the thirst of finding what  true leadership is all about, I came to realize that good leadership can be found in the light of scriptures and the purpose of this book is to find the real meaning of that notion according to that pattern.In this book you will find that good leadership is not necessary based on fame but is all about mentoring, impacting, motivating and challenging others to multiply their good deeds, or mobilize the qualities of others to fulfill a good and uncommon goal. This book is a good legacy, for our children and children’s children, for the upcoming generation and for all those who are sighing for this position of good leadership. To figure out the really meaning of that word good leadership, it is better to build our search upon the failures and successes of others. You can also become the Moses of this generation leading others from the wilderness of this world into the land flowing with milk and honey. 

	In this book you will learn that there is no limit to the knowledge you can store, there is no age to learn and it is not too late to learn. Being at the bottom of the ladder is not the real question but our decision whether to remain there or to rise up to challenge everything around us matters a lot. Why? Because the difference between a winner and a loser will reside on whether you decide to remain there or not, this book is here just for you, it will help you boost your confidence and extend the limit of your capacity to the infinite. Generally, People believe that only few people are geniuses, you may decide to become a genius or not because according to Thomas Edison, genius is 1% inspiration and 99% transpiration. In this book you would begin to experience a positive change in the way things are view and then transit from fear to boldness, failure to success, inexperienced to experienced, baseness to greatness, poverty to wealth abundance to superabundance, worse to good, good to better, better to best, yielding to endurance, tiredness to strength, impossibility to possibility, limited to unlimited…Here you will learn to expand the sight of your life in order to become eagle-eyed. You will spread your wings like that of an eagle and fly above all your problems, you will eat your difficulties, you will be challenged to challenge in return, encouraged to encourage in return, you will grow in knowledge and wisdom and then enhance the trust in your capacity to believe in your ideas and do what others can do, what they have done and how you can go beyond their limit. Come out from your comfort zone of defeated path, sit down and learn, add the unknown to the known to increase the scope of your knowledge to the infinite. 

	Welcome to leadership, welcome to greatness.
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	1. DEFINITION OF LEADERSHIP.

	Although many definitions have been given to the word leadership, Let us try also to define this term so that we may be on the same line of understanding, we will outline what good leadership is all about in this book. Simply put, a leader is someone who leads others to achieve a specific goal, so leadership is the act of leading others to achieve a specific goal, but the way we lead them matters a lot. A leader is someone who is in any organization or in any other area if only he is able to lead others in a specific direction. Now the term leader would have all its meaning if that leader is able to bring a change, an influence in the life of others. Because you wouldn’t be able to lead others efficiently if you are not able to challenge and convince them to move into a certain direction. Then, leadership is the ability of a leader to challenge, motivate, influence, and bring a change in the life of others so that they must achieve a specific goal. According to this definition we cannot doubt the negativity and the positivity of this notion because we may influence others positively or negatively to achieve something good or bad. According to this definition we can undoubtedly find leaders in every discipline (Business, marketing, religion, politic…) of any society. You can have great or good leaders. Greater leaders are those who have been able to motivate others achieve something greater, for instance a greater leader may use his way of speaking to blindfold many people and convince his followers to commit themselves in a bloody war, those kind of greater leaders never leave a good legacy through their way of leading while greater leaders who are able to motivate others achieve greater things in a positive way are called good leaders, those kind of leaders have a more long lasting influence, worthy of emulation. 

	Good leadership is our ability to make others dream, act like us in a positive way. It’s our ability to bring out the best in the life of others, to make them realize that they can achieve something greater, that they can go beyond their limit and that they can follow our good actions, it is our ability to magnify and value positive actions. If that’s the case, a good leader should lead by good examples. Although there are many leaders in the world, some were highly estimated more than others. Why? Because of the way of leading. There are some indispensable qualities that a good leader must have if he wants to bring a permanent change in the life of others. The more these qualities are present and visible, the more your influence or impact is going to be genuine and greater. Those qualities make the difference between those who are able to change others positively or negatively. The next section is going to deal with some infallible qualities that would empower and equip you in the sole purpose to becoming a greater leader who would positively change everything around you and you will leave an indelible mark in the corner and nook of the world as well.

	A study led in the University of Saskatchewan has provided a list of negative and positive words that could determine the style of our leadership. Those words will determine whether we can become a good or a bad leader. You may allow brainstorming to complete the list or use a dictionary to add the missing words that would better define you. 

	
		
				COLUMN 1 

				COLUMN 2 

				COLUMN 3 

				COLUMN 4

		

		
				Adaptable
Adventurous
Carefree
Charismatic
Charming
Cheerful
Delightful
Energetic
Enthusiastic
Expressive
Fun-loving
Funny
Impactful
Impulsive
Inquisitive
inspiring
Optimistic
Passionate
Persuasive
Quick-witted
Resourceful
Spontaneous
Stimulating

				Assertive
Capable
Consistent
Decisive
Dependable
Diligent
Disciplined
Efficient
Faithful
Hard-working
Knowledgeable
Loyal
Moral
Neat
Organized
Persistent
Practical
Punctual
Realistic
Reliable
Sensible
Stable
Traditional

				Alert
Analytical
Astute
Attentive
Calm
Conceptual
Curious
Detailed
Farsighted
Honest
Idealist«:
independent
Insightful
Logical
Methodical
Non-judgmental
Observant
Perfectionist
Precise
Principled
Prudent
Rational
Reasonable

				Altruistic
Balanced
Caring
Comforting
Compassionate
Conscientious
Empathetic
Flexible
Friendly
Generous
Happy
Intermediary
Open-minded
Responsive
Serene
Sociable
Spiritual
Steadfast
Sympathetic
Tactful
Tolerant
Trusting
Unselfish

		

		
				COLUMN 5

				COLUMN 6  

				COLUMN 7 

				COLUMN 8 

		

		
				Casual
Defiant
Dismissive
Dramatic
Excitable
Extreme
Flamboyant
Flippant
Haphazard
Impetuous
Inconsistent
indecisive
Messy
Rebellious
Scattered
Thoughtless
Turbulent
Undisciplined
Unthinking
Untrustworthy
Volable

				Cautious
Controlling
Critical
Demanding
Judgmental
Opinionated
Plodding
Predictable
Restrained
Scrupulous
Self-righteous
Serious
Single-minded
Steadfast
Straightforward
Stubborn
Tenacious
Thorough
Unforgiving
Unimaginative
Unyielding

				Aloof
Arrogant
Blunt
Certain
Compulsive
Critical
Demanding
Eccentric
Impartial
Impatient
Irritating
Objective
Painstaking
Perfectionist
Persistent
Pessimistic
Rigid
Unbiased
Unemotional
Unmindful
Unrealistic

				Dreamy
Extravagant
Gullible
Impractical
indecisive
Indulgent
ineffective
Laid back
Modest
Muddled
Mushy
Naive
Over-emotional
Permissive
Placid
Self-deprecating
Smothering
Unobtrusive
Unpretentious
Unrealistic
Unsophisticated
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	Although there are many good and bad words that could better describe us, in this book we are going to emphasize more on the indispensable and inescapable qualities that a good leader must possess. Before we examine these qualities, let us have a foretaste of how a good leader should behave in order to win the confidence of others to pull them into a specific direction for positive actions. These steps have been inspired from the book of Steven Sample (DEVENEZ UN GRAND LEADER, 2012, EDITION NOUVEAUX HORIZONS) at the page 231-233.

	
		Don’t be too in a hurry to judge the deeds of someone if you are not obliged to do that.

		 Try to find approaches and meaningful solutions to solve a problem.

		Listen before you speak and learn to listen with shrewdness.

		Inhabit the spirit of discernment and critical sense.

		Beware of the so called scientific theories which state some so called undeniable facts and unassailable truth, they won’t help you neither your organization. 

		 Read great texts to discover their treasures and ask your friends, colleagues or somebody else to inform you about something important.

		Don’t take a decision that your colleague should normally take.

		Forget your failures and mistakes of the past, the decision that you take now will only influence your future.

		Don’t humble an already defeated adversary.

		Know the cause for which you are ready to die that’s to say ready to give up the other things because of that.

		Work for those who work for you, hire the best available collaborators and consecrate your time and energy to help them become successful.

		To become a leader you must behave, act like a leader.

		As a leader you must realize that you can’t lead an organization all alone, you must depend on others as well.

		Focus on the good and not bad qualities of others.

		Look for groundbreaking ideas and original approaches that could lead to excellency.



	I have been awarded with a certificate after completingsuccessfully my course on Servant leadership by the young African Leaders Initiative on www.yali.state.gov. And from this lesson I learned that the best way of getting more supporters is developing exactly this type of leadership. What is servant leadership? According to Sandra Edmonds Crewe, Ph.D., ACSW, Dean, Howard University School of Social Work, MWF Institute Instructor, Howard University - Public Management Institute, “Servant leadership promotes the valuing and development of people, the building of community, and the practice of authenticity. Further, servant leadership promotes shared power. Servant leadership seeks excellence in management through an organizational culture of civility and community building. It seeks to tap into individual strengths and collective efficacy”. And I was able to understand the indispensable principles of Servant leadership according to Robert Greenleaf: listening, empathy, healing, awareness, persuasion, conceptualization, foresight, stewardship, commitment to the growth of people and building community. 

	
		Listening: critical communication tool, necessary for accurate communication and for actively demonstrating respect for others.

		Empathy: the ability to understand and share the feelings of another person.

		Healing: healing the broken spirits and those who have suffered from a variety of emotional hurts.

		Awareness: Servant leaders must have awareness of others and themselves.

		Persuasion: The effective servant leader builds group consensus through “gentle but clear and persistent persuasion, and does not exert group compliance through power.”

		Conceptualization: The servant-leader must stretch his or her thinking to encompass broader-based conceptual thinking.

		Foresight: For Greenleaf, this means learning from the past in order to have a better than average guess about what is going to happen in the future.

		Stewardship: Organizational stewards, or “trustees,” are concerned not only for the individual followers within the organization, but are servants to the organization as a whole.

		Commitment to growth: Per Greenleaf, “The secret of institution building is to be able to weld a team of such people by lifting them up to grow taller than they would otherwise be.”

		Building community: we all have a community and each community has its specific vision, the less we can do is to help our community achieve that vision.



	James C. Rees in his book George Washington’s Leadership Lessons: what the father of our country can teach us about effective leadership and character outlined the indisputable characteristics of a successful leader.

	A successful leader:

	➣Has a clear vision,

	➣Is honest,

	➣Is ambitious,

	➣Is courageous,

	➣Has self-control and discipline,

	➣ Takes responsibility,

	➣Is determined,

	➣Has a strong work ethic,

	➣ Uses good judgment,

	➣ Learns from mistakes,

	➣Is humble,

	➣ Does the research and development,

	➣ Values presentation: Washington knew that how he looked and behaved would be important ingredients in his success, no matter which course his career took (Page, 122).

	
		Exceeds expectations,

		Has heartfelt faith.



	2. A GOOD LEADER IS AN INNOVATOR.

	According to the bible God is the creator of the heaven and earth, He made the earth where there was apparently nothing except water which was not uniformly gathered into one place, by the power of His Spirit He reorganized everything and allowed the water to gather into one place, He created the sun, the animals, the trees and eventually man according to his own image. After all these wonderful creations, God was happy but the man that He had formed Hadn’t the fullness of his satisfaction because he was alone, although he had beautiful things around him. 

	God who is the first leader of all leaders demonstrated that He was an innovator, despites all the groundbreaking deeds, He could have chosen to relax and take care of Himself but His intention was to make something new so that the man He had created would have the fullness of happiness. A good leader never rests until he realizes something more excellent; with this innovation in the offing; He was not only thinking of Himself but was rather preoccupied with the happiness of his creature. A leader should not be somebody who is always looking for his own interests but should through his actions show his willingness, desire to help those he is leading; he should demonstrate a strong capacity to be innovating for the welfare of those he is leading. A leader is therefore someone that people can rely upon. A leader does not rejoice of the problems of others but should rather do everything to rescue them; he should be more interested in solving their problems more than rejoicing because of their successes or failures. Why did God make this innovation? Because He wanted his creatures to be happy like Him, He created man according to His own image which means that He wanted man to be like Him. Unfortunately after the creation of the first Adam of course from the atoms of the earth he was feeling alone, something was missing; God could read this sadness on his face and within him. After all, it is his own spirit that He put within us, which literally means that we can’t hide ourselves from his presence. 

	God was unhappy also, He couldn’t wait any longer but had to innovate again in order to deal with this awkward situation, He was continually demonstrating that He cared for the welfare of His own creatureto whom He was giving more value.  He caused the man He created to sleep deeply and took one of his ribs and created the woman, another creature like man. It was after this creation that man became happy.

	His capacity to innovate in order to provide to all the needs of the insignificant man to make him happy and the constant demonstration of his willingness to solve his problem is a proof of his good leadership. Leaders may not be able to solve all the problems of the world but the approach andthe willingness to solve them will reveal whether they are true leaders or not. After the creation of the first man and his wife God forbad them to eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil that He put in the midst of the garden because He knew beforehand that the molecules of this fruit could activate their knowledge. This leader gave specific instruction because He wanted to prevent his creatures from facing many future problems, He knew that the molecules would change our nature and would expose us to sin. A leader should not only be preoccupied with the problems of today but should look forward to prevent all the future problems that could occur. The man and his wife were happy until the devil came to spoil their joy. What was his intention? To make them disobey the commandment of God and to plunge them into permanent troubles. He succeeded because the woman was too eager to be like God himself, she eventually yielded and his husband as well. They ate the fruit of the forbidden tree, they became like God knowing evil and good but with the consequence of the exposure of their nature to sin. But for what cost, the price of being a machine generator of evil and problems.A leader is not someone who creates troubles for others, it doesn’t mean that troubles will not come but it means that we should willingly avoid inventing troubles for others. Their disobedience could not remain unpunished; they lost the privileges of remaining in the Garden of Eden where they could have everything. He acted like that because He wanted to avoid another tragedy that man could generate. As a good leader He took all the necessary cautions to avoid such an event to occur in the future and was planning how to rescue his creatures from this problem of sin. 

	A good leader should not always be accusing others because of their bad actions but should find the necessary solutions in order to help them, that is why there are good leaders, to be considered a good leader is a great responsibility because you should permanently be on top in order to take decisions to better the life or solve the problems of others, God had all the reasons of the world to abandon the man He made because he disobeyed His will and get entangled into an unavoidable problems but as our creator or our leader He chose to give us another chance, He wanted to send Jesus in order to rescue us from all our sins. To understand the notion of leadership you need to figure out how the family works, within each normal family you have parents taking care of their children, ready to sacrifice themselves for them, parents don’t need their children to tell them that they should eat every day, they represent them in their action and decision and are always ready to help them overcome all challenges. Good Leaders are parents of the nations; their intention should be to take care of the children of the nation, to provide for their needs and assure the prosperity of their wellbeing in all areas, they are the fathers and mothers of the nation and should represent and defend it by taking good decisions that lead to greater actions. The word Leader is not merely a name given to this man who puts on his tie and his jacket within this organization and who only give commandments into his subjects but should involve a sense of responsibility for others, responsibility to help them, a good leader is reliable through his decisions and actions he should motivate others to dream by impacting and challenging their way of living.

	The disobedience of the man and his wife exposed them to a permanent state of sinful nature, no wonder Cain committed his first murder by killing his brother Abel, there was no limits to the evil a human being could do, men began to multiply and their sins began to multiply also.  God our leader couldn’t tolerate such a situation; the sins of men were too many, except Noah and the members of his family were living a life of righteousness. Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Genesis 6:5).The life of Noah is worthy of emulation, he and the members of his family were the only people living a life that pleases God the creator, He didn’t allow his own nature or the bad actions of others to make him depart from God, he had exactly the attribute of the single mindedness of a leader. A Good leader should not follow a bad example just because everybody is acting the same way; he should not waver in his decision but follow the path of righteousness even if few people are going into that direction. God commanded Noah to build an ark because He wanted to send a mighty flood to destroy all creatures from the earth. At that time there was no weather forecast and people had never heard or seen that event before. All the efforts and attempts of Noah to warn the people proved to be vain, people encouraged themselves and continued in their evil deeds, Noah was certainly a bold man if he could warn them, a good leader should be courageous enough to take a good decision even if everybody is against it. A good leader should see what others are not able to see and act more than what the mouth of people can tell and their heart can believe. According to the instruction of God, Noah, his family and some animals went into the ark that he built, God was waiting patiently to see them repent from their evil ways but his longsuffering couldn’t bear the sins of the people all the days of their life, if Noah and the members of his family could live a life of righteousness there was no room for the excuses of the sins of people. All of a sudden, God opened the windows of heaven and sent a mighty flood so that all the living creatures including men and animals who were outside the ark perished (Genesis 7:17). The action of Noah saved only his family and some animals. Unfortunately after all these things Noah couldn’t control himself because he was drunk and cursed his own son. No matter the situation that may come our way as a good leader we should master ourselves in order to avoid taking unnecessary actions or saying something that could jeopardize the life of others. As a leader we should know that many people are watching us and are waiting to see our actions whether bad or good, the life of a good leader should be exemplary, a written interesting book that others would read by and by in order to find encouragement and inspiration. Let your actions speak more than your words and let your words be backed up by positive actions. The word of a good leader should not be bigger than his actions, better avoid making unnecessary promises if you can’t fulfill them, the words of the leader should be true. It doesn’t mean that he should be able to do everything but that he should rather avoid having unrealistic ambition and demonstrate a strong willingness and actions that can lead to the realization of all his promises.

	3. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF FAITH AND HOPE.

	After that Noah died, his sons began to multiply and replenish the earth, they began to unite and form kingdoms and cities until God made up his mind to choose a man called Abraham, God wanted to use this man as an instrument to make his name to be known to all generations, He commanded this man specifically to come out from his country, He wanted to train him to become a good leader to leave a good legacy of example for the people. I don’t know why this man was so motivated to obey the voice of God. May be the history of Noah triggered a spark of faith in him; He made up his mind to obey the voice of a God He had never seen and heard before, the God whom the people rejected during the time of Noah. He came out of his own country and was going into a land he didn’t know. Only faith in a God he had never seen could motivate the action of a man like that, faith is the strong assurance that we can do something or that we believe in something we have never done or seen before. What was the essence or driving force behind all the inventions or discoveries that men have so far invented and discovered? The answer is simple and indisputable, FAITH. Only faith in the possibility of inventing a flying human engine could lead the brothers Wright to invent the first plane, only faith could lead Thomas Edison to invent the electric bulb which use we are all enjoying today, no invention can be possible in the absence of putting our faith in something, A good leader should have the mentality of a dreamer, he should dream of things that others have not yet dreamed and act as no one ever did. Abraham had exactly this kind of faith in a God that he had never seen, he was journeying until they came to Egypt. He became afraid of the Egyptians to the point that he wanted to protect his life to the detriment of that of his wife, he said that his beautiful wife was his sister, he couldn’t tell the truth, of course this man had some qualities that could categorize him as a leader but he still have some imperfections that needed to be perfected before he could become a good leader, that’s why God chose him to train him apart. 

	The king of Egypt was happy because she had found the beautiful wife he was looking for, his sweet-heart. Could God remain silent to the ignorance of the king and to the lie of Abraham? He didn’t allow Pharaoh to touch Sarah the wife of Abraham but plagued him to show him that something was wrong with this new relationship, Pharaoh realized that he had gone too far and he made the restitution of the wife of this man. A good leader should not be proud to the point that he cannot apologize and repair his wrong deeds whenever they are committed. Abraham went out of Egypt and was still going to the Promised Land, he could not wait long before another unpleasant situation occurred, a leader should know that problems would never end and that he must always be ready to face them, in fact difficulties should be the food of good leaders. Our capacity to solve a given situation increases our sensibility to face boldly the next situation. There was a strife between the herdsmen of his Nephew Lot and his own so that they couldn’t remain together, they decided to separate from each other, he did something that few people would dare to do today, he allowed his nephew to choose first where he wanted to go although he was older than him, he was ready to accept come what may. Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the beautiful lands, the greener pasture, all the advantages that he could benefit and went there, he saw the benefits and forgot the danger that he could face in this place. Unfortunately he was conquered by his enemies, Abraham didn’t wait long before hearing the new, he could have said, after all, Lot is the cause of all his problems, he was responsible of his choice and action, he should  face the consequence of his selfishness because he chose the best land instead of allowing him to choose first. Abraham like every good leader was not a rancorous person; a good leader should not concentrate all his efforts continually by pinpointing the mistakes of others but should try to rescue them by his quality of leadership. Abraham chose all his mighty men to pursue the enemies that captured Lot, he eventually succeeded to save the life of his nephew, that’s how we can show that we are able to lead, a good leader should not be condemning others because of their shortcomings, he must rather rescue them. 

	Abraham had a serious problem, although God had promised to bless him and multiply his seed as the sand on the seashore, his wife Sarah was barren and couldn’t bear him a child. Abraham began to worry because he was far advanced in age and the promise of God was not yet fulfilled in his life. He listened to the voice of his wife who advised him to have an intercourse with her servant Hagar the Egyptian; she became pregnant and gave him a son. Abraham was not patient enough to wait the promise of God because he yielded to the voice of his wife, good leaders should be patient more than any other person, patient to wait for the promise of God and weigh all the consequences and benefits before taking an important action, they should not accept bad counsels and rush to take decisions that will lead them into many problems later. We understand why God called this man apart because he wanted to correct some bad aspects in the life of this leader. When Abram was ninety-nine years old, The Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, I am the almighty God! Walk before Me and be blameless (Genesis 17:1). God reminded Abraham that He was a good leader because He was blameless. He reaffirmed his willingness to fulfill his promises, He told him that He was the creator of everything and that nothing is impossible into him. God through his angels revealed to Abraham that He was going to destroy the city of Sodom and Gomorrah where is nephew Lot who was looking for greener pasture was living. Why did God choose to destroy specifically these cities? Because their sins were too great.

	Abraham knew that when God decides like that nothing can’t prevent Him from doing what He has decreed except prayer, his quality of good leadership could not bear the death of his nephew, and he made up his mind to pray, his prayer was not able to save the two cities but spared the life of his nephew Lot. A good leader should realize that his limited knowledge and intelligence will not help him overcome some of the problems of this world that use to challenge our common knowledge, he therefore needs to dare draw nigh to God’s throne of grace and mercy in prayer.Abraham was still moving to the Promised Land but was not yet freed from the fear of death although he knew that God was with him, he repeated his old lie, he lied again and said that his wife was his sister because he wanted to spare his own life, the king who welcomed her in his palace was plagued also by God and he restituted immediately his wife to him. Good Leaders should not be fearful persons but should rather have the gut to tell the truth in all circumstances, that is how people will learn to trust in them. The promise of God was fulfilled in the life of Abraham, his wife Sarah conceived a son as God had promised and he called his name Isaac. Abraham was happy to have his own son but God hadn’t finished training him, a good leader should never stop learning, he should always be on the top of knowledge and be ready to face tough circumstances and future challenges. While he was tasting his victory God commanded him to sacrifice his unique son, the son he begot in his old age after many years of patience, he didn’t command him to sacrifice an animal but a person, the most important thing in the life of Abraham, challenges never foretell the time of their occurrence, they may come suddenly even during the time when we are happy and quiet. Now Abraham had a lot of experiences, he was matured enough to know that even if he killed his own son God could raise him up or give him another one, he made up his mind to obey, he obeyed the voice of God and as he was about to kill his son God forbad him to harm him, he had succeeded to the test, now God and all the people who are reading this story would never have any shadow of doubt in there heart that this man loved God wholeheartedly. Because of this action God blessed him and promised to multiply his seed, the approach we use to solve our difficult circumstances will reveal whether we are reliable leaders or not, Good leaders are reliable.

	Isaac the son of Abraham became an adult and wanted to get marry, Abraham decided to help his son make a good choice, he was wise enough to know that behind a great leader there is a great lady, he sent his own servant to look for a wife for his beloved son. In order to fulfill a great task, the wife of a good leader can play an important role, she can encourage or discourage him during the time of challenges, and she can influence his decisions in a positive or negative way. The servant of Abraham had a great responsibility but was also wise enough to know the qualities that a good leader’s wife should have, to succeed in his task of good leadership, This good leader didn’t only rely on God but relied also on his knowledge in order to make a good choice for his master’s son. He saw a beautiful and virgin young lady who came to a well to fill her pitcher, and then he ran to ask for help in order to quench his thirst, the name of the lady was Rebekah. She didn’t refuse to satisfy the need of this man, she even did more by drawing water for the animals of this foreign man, she was revealing that she was humble, unselfish, a hard worker, serviceable, hospitable, xenophile. The servant of Abraham, neither any wise man could resist to the qualities that this lady had, he was completely convinced that this lady was exactly the kind of woman he was looking for, he couldn’t wait any longer to reveal the reason of his coming, he told to the lady that he was looking for a wife for his master’s son and that she was chosen, he followed the lady to his house in order to ask the consent of her parents, eventually after explaining everything in detail, they both agreed and Rebekah became the wife of Isaac. Rebekah became pregnant and gave birth to twins, the first child was named Esau and the second Jacob, Isaac loved Esau more than Jacob and his wife loved Jacob more than Esau. It came to pass as Isaac was about to die that, he called his beloved son Esau to bless him, thanks to the advice of her mother Jacob disguised himself and deceived his brother, since Isaac was old he couldn’t see very well, he thought he was blessing his beloved Esau, unfortunately Jacob received all the blessings of his father. It was after that Isaac understood, when Esau came to receive his blessings that his brother had deceived him, Esau was furious, he was only waiting for the death of his father in order to revenge, he had hatred in his heart and that hatred could lead him to take the worst of all decisions, even to kill his brother. Jacob could not remain in his father land but departed after his death, he ran away and went into the land of his uncle Laban. 

	As a good leader we should base our choices on meritocracy and avoid unnecessary preferences which could only lead to deception, anger, hatred, and retaliation. In the house of his uncle Laban, Jacob became his business man, his right hand, he was the chief manager of his business, his uncle proposed to give him a salary but he refused, instead of money he wanted to marry Rachel, the daughter of Laban. Jacob proposed to work seven years for his master, in exchange of money, he wanted to marry his daughter. At the end of the seven years instead of Rachel, his master deceived him and gave him Leah instead of his younger sister, the deceiver was deceived by his uncle as if it was the consequence of what he had done some years ago. A good leader should never deceive others; one deception gives birth to another one. What could he do since Leah was given to him during the night according to their customs; Jacob didn’t have any choice but to labor again for another seven years in order to marry Rachel. He was a good manager and the business of his master was flourishing. Now, since the man had two wives and servants under his responsibility, his master proposed to give him a wage that he refused, instead of working for him he used his knowledge to establish his own business, a good leader is a man that should lead people by using his God-given qualities to bring prosperity in his life and that of others, he should be competent in what he does. His business increased to the point that he could no longer stay in the house of Laban, to avoid all misunderstandings he made up his mind to move into another place. A good leader should not wait until a situation becomes tough before finding a solution, he should be farsighted enough to find itwhenever he can in order to prevent it from happening, if it’s not within his power to do that, he should be ready to face the challenge when it occurred. Jacob thought that the many years he spent in the house of Laban was enough to melt the anger and hatred of his brother. Despites this many years Esau hadn’t forgotten what his brother did to him, he was more than ready to retaliate and this time he couldn’t fail in his attempt to kill him, he was a warrior and had many well trained warriors also under his service, while Jacob only have his business, his wives and children. 

	Jacob had no chance to win this battle, he decided to use his intelligence, he wanted to send some presents to his brother in order to calm him, he was acting strategically, he forgot that the problem he had was a matter of heart, the parcels couldn’t heal the wounded heart of his brother, after all Esau had also a prosperous business and many people under his authority. As a leader it may happen that even the most ingenious strategy fails and that humanly spoken we have no power to overcome a given challenge. The applied knowledge of Jacob failed, he had no other solution but to turn to God in prayer, have you not seen or heard about some tough situations that only God could solve? A good leader should know that as a man, his limited knowledge, wisdom and intelligence would not be able to solve all the problems of the world and that he should therefore turn to God in prayer in order to find sustainable solutions. Jacob went to God in prayer, he prayed wholeheartedly as if only God was his only hope, when we pray earnestly like he did God cannot but come into our rescue,his prayer was heard. God sent his own angel to meet him, he blessed him and changed his name Jacob (deceiver) into Israel (the one that strived with God). What his own knowledge couldn’t do, God did that, He touched the heart of his brother Esau, his anger and hatred vanished away in a twinkling of an eye. When the heart is changed then everything is won, when spiritual kingdom conquers then the physical one conquers also. The time when the two brothers should meet has come, Jacob run to meet his brother to greet him after a long period of absence, what a surprise! His brother was happy to welcome him as if no compromising thing had happened between them in the past. God touched the stony heart of that man and instead of anger and hatred only the wonderful power of love to see his brother was controlling him, they warmly greeted each other and his brother even proposed to help him, they separated from each other and they all went their way. To impact others positively a good leader should have a spirit of forgiveness, it doesn’t nullify his quality of being a righteous man by finding appropriate solutions in order to avoid future disappointment, or defend himself in the midst of difficulties but means that we should not let our anger and hatred to rule, master or overpower us to the point that we don’t know what forgiveness is all about, for instance a good leader should never commit a murder intentionally. 

	Jacob (Israel) had two sons from Rachel his beloved named respectively Joseph and Benjamin and many brothers from Leah and the servant of Rachel. Joseph was hated by his brother because he was honest and his father loved him more than them, they could no longer bear their brother, their hatred reached its apogee when Joseph told them that he had a God given dream, according to this dream Joseph had to rule them, even his father rebuked him because of this dream, is it because he was self-centered, prideand was planning to still the glory of his senior brothers?No, God himself made up his mind to appoint him as a future leader due to some of his qualities: honesty, faithfulness, faith and boldness. His brothers except Benjamin plotted to deal with him; they sold him into strangers who sold him in return to an Egyptian named Potiphar, a leader in the house of Pharaoh. They were successful in their plot; they thought that their action would nullify the plan of God in the life of this young man. Joseph, the beloved son of his father all of a sudden became a slave man in a strange land of Egypt, if you know what a slave could undergo in a foreign land in the past, then you could admit that this man had all the reasons of the world to retaliate. Instead of that, Joseph changed his unpleasant circumstances into a pleasant world because God was with him, a good leader should not allow any circumstance to overpower him, he must know that challenges are unavoidable and that whenever they occur he should adapt and face them boldly. In the house of his master Joseph was prosperous, whatever he did was successful in his hands, his master was happy with him and made him an overseer over all what he had in his house. Joseph had one problem, the wife of his master was harassing him every day, she wanted to deceive his husband by committing immorality with Joseph, could Joseph yield to the proposition of the wife of another man? His qualities of honesty and gratefulness couldn’t betray his master by deceiving him to lie with his wife. Joseph weighed the pros and the cons, he never yielded but was not also strong enough to resist to the temptation of a beautiful Egyptian woman, this time the temptation was so strong to the point that he made up his mind to run away. 

	A good leader should never be a betrayer but should make loyalty his banner; he should be true to himself and true to others, he must be a man of principle. His master was unhappy because his seducing wife convinced him that Joseph wanted to violate her, as a matter of fact, he was thrown into prison. Joseph had all the reasons of the world to hate more his master because he was guiltless and his imprisonment was the result of the lie of his master wife, he was accumulating misfortune after misfortune. In the time of challenge, agood leader should stop complaining, blaming and accusing others and himself because those approaches can never solve a problem. In contrary, his faith which should hope to overcome the challenge should be stronger than the challenge itself. Joseph had no rooms for hatred and revenge, he was a man who was caring for other prisoners, no wonder they elected him as the leader of the prisoners. Did God choose him to be a leader in a prison? No, God is not a one way God even from the prison he was able to lift him up, He was going through a period of training and all his qualities were being unveiled in the process of time. In the prison, two prisoners had a dream that they couldn’t explain and became sad, Joseph didn’t wait to hear their dreams before he could read it in their face, he drew nigh to know about the matter, they explained alternately the content of their dream to Joseph. A good leader should be interested in the problems of others and try to help them with the maximum of his ability. Of course because of the wisdom of God in him, he explained their dreams correctly; in fact all the events happened as he had beforehand said so that nobody couldn’t deny it. Joseph remained in this prison because God wanted to train him and add another missing quality into the curriculum vitae of this young and promising leader, it was patience. In the school of life a good leader should learn to be patient if he wants to achieve good and great results, he must have a goal and work hardly, patiently, persistently towards its realization, that’s how many were able to invent groundbreaking things, this applies to anybody, anywhere in the world. 

	Joseph was still in his prison until God decided to lift him up, promotion comes from God and at his appointed time, nobody cannot prevent Him from acting. At that time, Pharaoh, the king of Egypt if you want the powerful king of all the earth had a dream that was troubling him, he called his wise men for the explanation of his dream, unfortunately they couldn’t help him, their knowledge was limited to solve such a problem, what could they do? Nothing.Faith never despairs, it hopes until it reaches its goal. They decided to call Joseph the prisoner because they heard that he had a God given gift of interpreting dreams. Joseph didn’t only interpret the dream of Pharaoh but gave him all the necessary advices to face the upcoming challenge, a leader is a solution finder, a good leader should be a wise man because all our knowledge and intelligence of today are never enough to solve all the problems of today and tomorrow, they must always be backed up with wisdom; wisdom is the best application of knowledgeit means knowing how, when we should face a given or upcoming challenge by using our knowledge or intelligence in the best possible way. Pharaoh and all his leaders were happy because of the interpretation of the dream and the solutions he had proposed to solve it, they appointed him as the prime minister in the land of Egypt. His dream became a reality, from the prison he became the most important personality in a foreign land after the King. What his brothers didn’t want to see became a reality because God himself had appointed him some years ago. It happened as Joseph had said, there was seven years of abundance and seven years of famine, Joseph used his managerial quality to store a lot of food during the years of prosperity so that there was enough food to feed the people of the land of Egypt and even to sell it to the strangers. Jacob and all his brothers could not bear the famine that was threatening the world, people were coming to Egypt from all over the world, because they heard that there was food there, they also decided to go there in order to escape the famine, they didn’t know that Joseph was the prime minister, even if it was the case, what could they do in order to save their lives? If not to bow down before the great leader who used his quality to save Egypt and the world wide at large. Joseph didn’t retaliate but only tested them to see if they had changed, he forgave them and even provided to all their needs all the days of his life, leaders should know that only true love can change the worst of our enemy into the best of our friend, the impact of love is greater than that of hatred. All the aforementioned leaders had faith in God and faith in what they wanted to accomplish, this faith raised a long lasting hope that could stand even before the toughest of all challenges, that is how they eventually succeeded.

	4. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF HUMILITY.

	After the death of Joseph and all his generation, the children of Israel began to multiply in the land of Egypt in an exponential way to the point that the Egyptians feared them. Pharaoh decided to kill all the newborn males, fortunately one of this miraculous Hebrew baby escaped and was bred by the daughter of pharaoh himself, his name was Moses. Moses was treated as a prince of Egypt, he had all the privilege that a prince could have, he was trained in the best school of Egypt and was even privileged to become a Pharaoh one day. The children of Israel were mistreated in this foreign land during 400 years and were looking for a way of escape, who could deliver them out of the power of the Egyptians? They couldn’t go out of Egypt because they were used as slaves and were contributing to build their houses and their economy. Only God could deliver them from this bondage, but God always uses someone in order to fulfill his promises. Moses grew and knew that he was not an Egyptian, his own people was under the weight of the heavy burden of bondage, in the same time his great ambition to be the powerful king of all the earth one day was still up to date.He had the choice whether to help his own people or to be a king and therefore contribute to their suffering. He decided to kill an Egyptian and he ran away, he thought that in killing a person he could save many people, his action was very bad and he didn’t know that God could use even one person to deliver them with a great power and not with their sophisticated weapons. God was looking for only one person to save the Israelites, to display His power and make His name to be known into the worldwide. However through the action of Moses,we can notice his humility, someone who preferred to renounce his privilege and to sacrifice his power, honor in order to suffer with the poor and the underprivileged. A good leader should not be a proud, a self-seeking person, he should be able to sacrifice himself for others. Moses didn’t know the God of the Hebrew even if they believed that He was powerful, Moses could not understand why he chose to forsake them like that, he could not wait the intervention of an inefficient God like him, he used his intellectual and military training, that’s why he acted by committing a murder, the God of the Hebrew was so slow that he couldn’t deliver his own people. Moses didn’t know where to go, he went into the land of Midian to save his own life because the Egyptians wanted to kill him for his action sake. In the land of Midian Moses became a shepherd, he was shepherding until he came to the mountain of God in Horeb. A prince of the whole world became suddenly a shepherd; only humility and sacrifice could explain such a decision. Didn’t you notice that generally people don’t love a proud leader? It doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t be happy with what we are doing but that we should not boast of what we have done or have; we should leave it to the appreciation of others. Moses was humbled 40 years in the wilderness before God began to use him mightily. A good leader should be positively curious; he must always be ready to explore new area and avoid the daily routine. Moses saw a bush that was burning but not burned, he drew nigh to see what was happening and to his amazement he heard a voice that commanded him to remove his shoes because the place where he was standing was holy. This God was not like the gods of Egypt, for the first time he heard an authoritative voice coming from a burning bush talking about holiness, was it happening in his mind? No, it was more than a dream, his imagination was not betraying him, it was more than true. God introduced himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; he was the God of the Hebrew who wanted to deliver his own people from the heavy bondage of the Egyptians in order to lead them into the Promised Land. Moses remembered his own weak power, he tried and failed lamentably in the past, humanly spoken, honestly, his own strength couldn’t do anything, he began to question the reason of his election, he was asking God whyhe was chosen among all these Israelites, after all, he was wanted, he didn’t know the power of this God, from his experience only a widespread military action with anefficient strategy could deliver his brothers from the power of Egypt. God continued to reassure him and even changed his rod into a snake; he reassured him that He is Jehovah (I am who I am), the God that never changes in the process of time. After that God affirmed and reaffirmed His superiority above all gods, Moses was ready to go but didn’t want to fulfill this task alone, he wanted an assistant, someone who would help him. Good Leaders must have assistants; they must reproduce themselves (their attributes) in the life of others, so that they could represent them fully when they are absent or when they are no more there. Aaron became his assistant, Moses and Aaron went to Egypt not with physical weapons but with spiritual ones, they had the power of the almighty God, even the doubt and the meaningless power of Pharaoh could not soon be able to prevent them from saving their brothers.A good leader must not use his power wrongly in order to harm others but rather use it wisely in order to save their lives. Full with power and courage, Moses and Aaron went to face pharaoh, they commanded him in the name of Jehovah to let his people go out of Egypt, but he refused, and they began to display the power of God. 

	The first miracle happened, when he changed his rod into a snake, the magicians of Egypt did so but the snake of Moses prevailed and swallowed their own, nevertheless the heart of Pharaoh was hardened and he didn’t listen to them. The second miracle occurred when they changed the water of the river into blood but the magicians did so, the king refused to give a favorable answer to their demand. The third miracle happened when they made frogs to come up to the land of Egypt and the magicians did the same; the king remained steadfast in his decision. After the third miracle the power of the magicians was limited, they couldn’t do the fourth miracle that Moses and Aaron did by bringing forth louse and spread them in the land of Egypt. This time the magicians even recognized that these miracles were the work of the hand of God, but despite their testimony Pharaoh couldn’t listen to the voice of Moses and Aaron to let the Israelites go. The fifth miracle occurred when swarms of flies were all over the land of Egypt and they caused a great havoc, this was not enough to let the people go. The sixth miracle happened when all the animals of the Egyptians died of pestilence and no death was recorded among that of the Israelites, the heart of the king was still hardened. The seventh miracle happened when all the Egyptians including the magicians and their animals were plagued with a boil, despites that, Pharaoh didn’t listen to them. The eighth miracle happened when God sent an hail to destroy the herbs and trees of the fields, Pharaoh used his quality of deceiver in order to beg Moses to pray God so that he might stop the hail, when he saw that the hail stopped he hardened his heart again.The ninth miracle unleashed many locusts which ate the herb and fruit left by the hail. The tenth miracle brought thick darkness in all the land of Egypt so that they could not recognize each other during three days. The eleventh miracle was fatal and Pharaoh couldn’t resist,instead of the first born males of the Israelites that his fathers killed in the past, now it was the first born of all the Egyptians that die, including that of Pharaoh, God is righteous. After that, the king couldn’t wait again to see another misfortune, he commanded the Israelites to go out of the land of Egypt with all their possession. Although Moses and Aaron did all these miracles they never boasted but remained humble and gave all the glory to God. The children of Israel eventually went out of the land of Egypt on eagles’ wings with songs of rejoicing and thankfulness and were moving towards the Promised Land. God was protecting them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Pharaoh didn’t wait for a long time before forgetting all the miracles displayed by God, he remembered all the precious tasks that the children of Israel were accomplishing in the land of Egypt, could they find people to better replace them?They made up their mind to pursue the Israelites inthe wilderness in order to bring them back in the land of Egypt.The children of Israel went out not with physical weapon but with the powerful weapon of the power of God, the Egyptians should have been wise enough to know that if God could deliver them from their hands and before their eyes, He could protect them also in the desert. All of a sudden, their joy was changed into a nightmare when they heard that all the host of Pharaoh was behind them, where could they go? Humanly spoken there was no solution because there was not even a single boat to carry all of them to cross the red sea that was before them. The Israelites also forgot all the mighty miracles that God did to bring them out of the land of Egypt; they began to murmur, their human eyes couldn’t see any human possible solution, and they consider that the circumstancewas bigger than the power of the God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, the God who was able to deliver them anew and who could change every impossibility into possibility. And they said to Moses, Have you taken us away to die in the wilderness because there were no graves in Egypt? Why have you dealt this way with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Did we not tell you this word in Egypt; saying Let us alone, so that we may serve the Egyptians? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. And Moses said to the people Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever (Exodus 14:12-13). As good leader we should know that whenever a challenge happens we will never escape the complaint or criticism of people. A good leader is a provider of solution.A good leader shouldn’ttherefore mix with other people to murmur or complain when a tough situation happens; he must master himself by demonstrating a strong willingness and assurance to solve the problem, he must rise above the complaint of others, he must know that to lead others is a great responsibility and that he should always be above them by fostering and boosting their confidence. Moses stilled the people and reassured them of the power of God to deliver them. He lifted up the same rod that he used in Egypt and God sent a mighty wind which forcewas stronger than that of the red sea, and the red sea was unbelievably parted into two, creating a dry land in the midst of the sea, what seemed impossible became possible, a road was created where there seemed to be no way. The Israelites were crossing the red sea but the cloud which was behind them to protect them was removed expressly because God wanted to deal with the host of Pharaoh. Frankly the Egyptians shouldn’t have continuedto challenge the God of all gods; they should have been wise enough to run away in order to save their life. Their negative stubbornness and their unbelief led them to pursue the Israelites in the midst of the red sea, all of a sudden, the wheel of their chariots became heavy in the midst of the red sea, they couldn’t escape again, it was too late and the wall of water fell upon them, they were all drowned in the sea. The negative stubbornness of Pharaoh, his proud and his inability to see the danger precipitated all his army into death. We should not wait until it is too late before beginning to find a way of escape. We understand that God waited 40 years before using Moses because he wanted to train him in the school of patience and humility.

	4. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF MEEKNESS.

	After singing a wonderful song of praises and gratefulness to God, the children of Israel began to murmur again against Moses, they came to a place where they could not drink the water of that place, they complained against Moses.God commanded him to cut a tree and throw it into the water, he did so and the water became sweet, they quenched their thirst.While they were moving towards the Promised Land, they murmured again against Moses because they didn’t have the privilege they were enjoying before. This time they were not looking for water but bread and butter. And the children of Israel said to them, Oh that we had died in the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger (Exodus 16:3).Then Moses cried to God and he rained manna from heaven for them. God commanded them to gather the manna during six days and rest the seventh day but some of them disobeyed to the commandment of God and he was not happy with them. They were still continuing their journey in the wilderness until they decided to wrangle again against Moses because they wanted to drink water; this time, they even wanted to stone him. And the people thirsted there for water and the people complained against Moses and said, Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst? (Exodus 17:3). Moses prayed God and asked for help, he followed his instruction by smiting a rock and water came out, they quenched their thirst. Moses was certainly a meek man, if not he wouldn’t have been able to bear the murmurs of the people. Moses was a leader and judge in the same time; he was carrying a great responsibility of judging the actions of the people all alone, and he could do that from morning till evening. His Father in law came to call on him, he saw how Moses was wearing himself away, he gave him a wise advice that Moses accepted with joy. Moses didn’t allow all his past victories, the wonderful miracles that God did through him; prevent him from listening to the advice of his father in law. A good leader should never stop learning. Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you (Exodus 18:21-22). From his advice we notice that for a good leader to fulfill his task he must have around him competent persons, people who fear God in their action, that’s to say people who will not disobey his commandments, assistants who are truthful, righteous and honest in all their actions. After all these things, God gave his ten commandments to Moses on the Mount Sinai so that the children of Israel might be able to live peacefully with each other, that they might obey Him, that His anger might not be kindled against them, moreover He gave them some specific commandments that they should obey. Moses spent 40 days and nights on Mount Sinai in order to receive all these commandments, the people get impatient because he was tarrying, they couldn’t wait to listen to what God gave to Moses. They put pressure on Aaron to make a god of calf, Aaron couldn’t resist to the desire of the people although he knew that what they were demanding was against the will of God, Aaron became unfaithful to God and Moses, heyielded to their desire. And Aaron said to them, break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me. So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool. And made a molten calf.Then they said these are your god, O Israel that brought you out of the land of Egypt (Exodus 32:2-4). Unbelievable, because of the pressure of the people, Aaron who attended to the super power display of God, the Israelites who were also eye witnesses of all these miracles that brought them out of Egypt on eagles’ wings sinned against God, how couldthey attribute all these miracles to the false gods? Why did they soon forget the power that divided the red sea? They violated one of the Ten Commandments that stipulatesthat you shall not worship another god. After all, why should they do that after that God revealed Himself to be the God of all gods and was their defender and savior, is this action the proof of their gratefulness? While Moses was still on the Mount Sinai God commanded him to go down because the people were sinning against him. The anger of God was kindled against them and he wanted to destroy them. Here all the meekness of the leader Moses was revealed. Then  Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speak and say, he brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to your people (Exodus 32:11-12). Moses could have kept quiet and accept the verdict of His Majesty. But he made up his mind to beseech his mercy, his words came out with compassion and power, he spoke with meekness and turned away the anger of God. If you are a leader having people under you who are always complaining, only meekness would distinguish you from them and appease them. As if all their murmurs were not enough, This time,  they wanted to eat flesh (meat, fish) in the wilderness, they forgot the manna that God had given them in the past, they knew that Moses hadn’t what they were asking, yet they murmured, was murmuring the best way of asking something? They even reminded him that they were eating it freely in Egypt. I believe if there was somebody who should have complained, it was Moses, because he was formerlya prince and he had more privileges than them in Egypt. God was not happy with their behavior, nevertheless because of the intercession of Moses his permissive will granted them what they were asking. He gave them flesh but some of them die. Complaining has never been the best way of asking something or solving a problem, they saw all the miracles of God that brought them out of the land of Egypt, they should have ask Moses calmly to beseech the mercy of God for providing to their need because they were not ignorant that God was able to do that. It has never been easy and it would never be easy to lead a great multitude of people, you need meekness as a leader. 

	After this event, his brother and Sister, Aaron and Miriam also complained against him because he married a Cushite woman, although they knew that Moses had been appointed as a leader by God himself they questioned his leadership. People must know that a good leader is a human being like them and nota God, which literally means that he can make mistakes like anybodyeven if he is not allowed to go beyond the limit of acceptability and find himself in the area of unacceptability. So they said, has the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? Has he not spoken through us also? And the Lord heard it (Numbers 12:2). They forgot that Moses defended the people many times when they complained and that they have sinned also when they mixed with the multitude to make the god of calf, a single action of the leader Moses was enough to make them rebellious, they forgot the faithfulness of Moses and their own unfaithfulness. God was not happy with them and he plaguedMiriam with leprosy. At that time Leprosy was even considered more odious than HIV, because the lepers were isolated far away from the people. It was the same Moses that beseeched God to heal her, that’s meekness. So Moses cried out to the Lord saying, “Please heal her, O God, I pray!” (Numbers 12:13).After seven days she was completely healed. 

	It came to pass that Moses sent people to explore the land of Canaan, the people who had to accomplish this task were leaders, they were counted as faithful people, those who were supposed tobring positive reports to boost the confidence and excite the desire of others to go and possess the land. They were twelve leaders. They explored the land as Moses commanded them, at their return they had to make the report before all the people, they started well by stressing out the goods of the land to the point that people were happy, they said that the land was flowing with milk and honey, who doesn’t want to live in such a land? Unfortunately they concluded with a bad report, they overemphasized the negative aspects more than the positive ones, they underestimated their strength and overestimated the power of their enemy, how could they qualify themselves to be like grasshoppers before their enemies? They were leaders, they shouldn’t discourage the people? Only Joshua and Caleb, 2 out of the 12, encouraged the people, reminded them that all their past victories were coming from God and that He was able to deliver them again. The people were so discouraged that they forgot the miracles that brought them out of the land of Egypt on eagles’ wings; they all lifted their voices and cried. Leaders must remember that their action can create a positive or negative impact in the life of others; because of the word of the ten explorers the people were discouraged, even the intervention of Joshua and Caleb was not enough to still them. It’s astonishing to know how they could soon forget all the power of God. And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron. And the whole congregation said to them, if only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or, if only that we had died in this wilderness! Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?  (Numbers 14:2-3). They even wanted to stone Moses and Aaron, all of a sudden God appeared to them in a pillar of cloud and wanted to destroy them with pestilence but the meekness of Moses saved them again. Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray according to the greatness of your mercy, as you have forgiven this people from Egypt until now (Numbers 14:19). Then the Lord said: I have pardoned, according to your word (Exodus 14:20). Moses was indisputably a good leader, only soft answer could meltthe fury of a great God.

	After that some people rose up again to contest the leadership of Moses, they forgot what God did to Miriam. They became rebellious and even refused to hearken the word of Moses, the judgment of God was imminent he wanted to destroy the congregation. Moses and Aaron beseeched again the mercy of God, nevertheless the people who complained were swallowed by the earth and the whole congregation was spared. Instead of being grateful to Moses and Aaron they rebelled against them and accused them of being responsible of the death of the people. God sent a plague against the whole congregation and people were dying, Moses and Aaron begged again the mercy of God to stop it. God answered their prayer. A good leader must not focus on the weaknesses of people to abandon and condemn them but should rather come to their rescue. Whenever they were facing tough challenges they rebelled, really,they didn’t make the task easier for their leader to bear it. They soon rebelled again against him when they came to a place where there was no water, this time Moses was weary, he was a man like everybody, he didn’t lose his meekness but for the first time he disobeyed the commandment of God, instead of speaking to the rock he struck the rock twice, although, water came out because of the permissive will of God, He was unhappy with him and the whole congregation of Israel as well, his verdict came out, among this generation only Joshua and Caleb were allowed to go into the Promised Land. A good leader must never cease doing good. It was a wise decision coming from God because He wanted to deal with the rebellion of the people and prevent them from making Moses to sin in the future, which could result to a more sever judgment and a total separation from Him.The decision of God could also be explained by the fact that as a leader he was mightily used to display the power of God and hetested His glory, he had no right to allow his anger and his intemperanceto make him disobey the commandment of God. The bad action of a leader is a venomous poison. The last rebellion happened when they murmured again against Moses because they wanted to drink water, God sent fiery serpents which bit them and many died. Moses prayed God for forgiveness and He provided solution for them. Many people think that their behavior are better than the complaint of the Israelites because they were eye witnesses of all these miracles, but what about the many sins they have committed after hearing and reading these wonderful and powerful miracles? Only the meekness of Moses was able to bear the rebellion of these people for long.It happened that Aaron, Moses and nearly all the people of their generation died in the wilderness according to the word of God. Who was going to lead them into the Promised Land?   

	5. A GOOD LEADER ISCOURAGEOUS.

	Moses the great leader was no more there, only Joshua and Caleb from this generation were allowed to lead the congregation into the Promised Land, these are the two people who stirred the confidence of the people, and they told them that they were able to overcome although they saw the same things that the ten explorers saw. But what made thedifference?  It was the courage that they embedded. Although it was the power of God that was going to help them, He however needed some courageous people who could display his power and who could also be able to bear the murmurs of the people. Joshua was the servant of Moses, he was faithful to him and was well trained by Moses, he was the best candidate for this task. Many people think that serving others is to become their slave, in the contrary, a good leader is a servant; he is appointed to defend the interests of others and is therefore a servant of the people, even Moses as a leader was the servant of God and the people. Joshua was close to Moses, he was courageous,and he knew all the strategies that Moses was using.But was he courageous enough to carry such a great responsibility? He was also an eye witness of all the rebellion of the people; he remembered that during tough challenges, theyeven wanted to stone the leader Moses that God used to bring them out of the land of Egypt with great power and who interceded on their behalf in the time of their rebellion, this task wasn’t going to be easy for him. God decided to encourage him, He promised to accompany him in this great task of bringing them into the Promised Land, and he reassured him that He was going to use him as He did with Moses. Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide for as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers, to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go (Joshua 1:6-7).  The term very courageous means that, God knew that he was already courageous, what he was asking him to do was to increase his courage to become more courageous. More courageous in obeying his commandments as Moses did and more courageous in his decision to lead the people, as a leader, his courage should exceed that of the people he wanted to lead. He had to be courageous because there were many challenges to face in the horizon. Joshua couldn’t wait again, the past victories and the promise of God to accompany them was enough to convince him of their future victories. Instead of sending many explorers, this time he spent only two of them in the land of Jericho to see what it looked like. Fortunately they came back safe and gave a positive report;they even declared that God had already given them the land of Jericho. Joshua and the people were marching towards their first conquest, before they could reach the land of Jericho they had to cross the Salt Sea, where would they find many boats to cross the river?This was the first challenge in the life of the new leader; he was already experienced because when God was dividing the red sea he was there, on the side of Moses. He followed the instruction of Jehovah and the Jordan parted before them, they all crossed the Jordan. In order to remind them and their children of this great miracle, Joshua commanded them to take twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan to keep them for remembrance. What seemed humanly impossible became divinely possible again. This great victory was a testimony that God wanted to use him powerfully as he used Moses, this victory was an open door for another one. Their enemies heard what God had done for the children of Israel andthey became exceedingly fearful. Another Moses was leading them, that’s exactly what a good leader should do, to reproduce himself in the life of his assistants. Dear reader when we are overcome by the spirit of fear we only have 50% of chance to succeed. So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west Side of the Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel until we had passed over, that their hearts melted, and there wasno spirit in them any longer because of the children of Israel (Joshua 5:1). He really needed to be courageous because all the people of his generation apart Caleb died in the wilderness including all the men of wars, he was leading a new generation of unexperienced people. They died in the wilderness and remained there during 40 years because of their rebellion. Joshua and his men eventually came to the city of Jericho, but they couldn’t do anything because the gate of the city was close so that nobody could go out or came in. The people of Jericho were afraid, but the Israelites were limited by the walls of Jericho which were fortified. It is even said that two vehicles could ride on the top of these walls, what a challenge! They followed carefully the instruction of God to go around the city once during six days and seven times during the seventh day and all the atoms of the walls were disorganized in their conformation, boom! The powerful wall of Jericho fell down. They conquered the people of Jericho and took their city. This victory boosted their confidence and prepared them to face the next challenge. According to them, this new challenge was easier for them because they had to fight the small city of Aicomposed of few citizens. They chose also only few people to war against them, and unfortunately they were beaten by the people of this city. It seems that the God who used to fight on their behalf was not with them, why couldn’t they win a small battle compare to the previously great victory of a great city? Joshua couldn’t understand their defeat, it was illogical, he feared and decided to investigate in order to know the reason of this defeat. God departed from their midst because of the sin of someone among them. In fact, God had strictly commanded them to take the spoil of the land of Jericho but Achan disobeyed. And Achan answered Joshua and said; indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and thisis what I have done: When I saw among the spoil a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of weighing fifty shekel, I coveted them and took them. And there, they are hidden in the earth in the midst, with the silver under it (Joshua 7:20-21). After confirmation, they solved the matter before God and his poweraccompany them again. Joshua became courageous anew, now we understand all the meaning of “be very courageous”, some tough problems may come and even question the existence of God, a good leader will surely face tough challenges but must always rise above the circumstances by the conquering power of courage. The people of Ai couldn’t resist before the children of Israel, they were defeated in a few space of time. The king of Gibeon that was around the children of Israel came to make peace with them because they heard all their victories. A good leader mustbe strategic and always prioritize peace over war.

	Five kings in their neighborhood who heard about thepeacetreated between the two countries, gathered themselves together in order to war against Gibeon, these people asked for the help of their ally, the Israelites. They had all the reasons to ask for help because their enemies were many as the sand at the seashore. Humanly spoken they couldn’t win this battle because there were numerically inferior but they were well trained. God doesn’t consider the number of people; he can use few courageous people to win a great battle. In this kind of challenge, like many tough circumstances, only courage can win the battle; let us say for instance that to win the battle 1 Israelite should kill 1000000 enemies. It means that the battle was disproportionate, really unbalanced. This is the kind of event that could give you a heart attack, Joshua knew that the presence of God was indispensable, God encouraged him again. Dear leader, the courage of yesterday may not be enough to face the challenge of today or tomorrow, we need to renew our courage, it should rise above our circumstances. Joshua used the strategy of surprise to fight against them. He came suddenly upon them during the night, he defeated some of them and God sent hailstones from heaven so that those who were killed by the hailstones were greater than those who were killed by the warriors of Israel. The battle started during the night and was still continuing during the next day, the enemies were so many to the point that they couldn’t be defeated during that day, what could Joshua the leader do? What a great challenge! The day was far advanced, the battle was still continuing, Joshua decided to beseech God for intervention, he decided to prolong the day, he commanded the sun and the moon to stop. Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel: Sun! Stand still on Gibeon! And, Moon, stand still in the valley of Aijalon! So the Sun stood still, and the Moon stopped, till the people had revenged upon their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the Sun stood still in the midst of the heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day (Joshua 10:12-13). A good leader must see what others cannot see and dare to do what they have never done. This was the miraculousvictory of the finger of God, that’s how they defeated their enemies. As if it was not enough, many kings gathered together again against them like the sands of the seashore. Joshua courageously attacked them suddenly again and they were also defeated. All the days of this courageous leader werebuilt upon victory. 

	After the death of Joshua the children of Israel were able to conquer all the lands that Joshua was not able to conquer because God was with them. They were prosperous, victorious and had many possessions, but they were not careful; they allowed their riches to make them sin against God, they worshipped the idols instead of the God that brought them out of the land of Egypt on eagles’ wings. God was not happy with them and delivered them unto the hands of their enemies, in order to punish them so that they might come back to Him; He wanted also to make them realize that He was the author of their victories. A good leader should reward his people when they do well and correct them also when they act foolishly. At each time, God was raising some courageous people to make them realize their sins. For instance when they were under the dominion of the Midianites, they cried to Him and God used a man named Gideon to save them. They were suffering terribly under their bondage; they didn’t have enough food to eat and powerful weapon to subdue their enemy. Gideon was afraid to carry such a great responsibility and wanted to be sure that God was going to be with Him. God doesn’t use fearful persons but courageous leaders, and He told him to be courageous like He told Joshua. The fear of that man all of a sudden disappeared, he certainly remembered how God brought his grandparents out of Egypt  and allowed them to conquer all these lands in the past with his great power. Joshua destroyed all the idols which was among them and chose 33000 warriors with him in order to fight against the Midianites. God didn’t allow all these people to go with Gideon so that they would not boast themselves of their victory. He wanted to show them that He can use even few courageous people to fulfill his plan; after all he used only Moses to divide the red sea. Only 300 warriors were selected for the war, less than the 1% that was chosen in the beginning. God used only these few courageous people to make them victorious. The children of Israel forgot again the God who brought them out of the land of Egypt; He delivered them again into the hands of their enemies. They realized their sins and God raised only one courageous person to deliver them; his name was Samson. The power of God was upon this man to the point that he could kill a lion with his bare hands. SoSamson went down to Timnath with his father and his mother, and came to the vineyards of Timnath. Now to his surprise a young lion came roaring against him. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done (Judges 14:5-6). He was so powerful that he could kill 1000 people with a jawbone. He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand men with it (Judges 15:15). A good leader must be courageous enough to work towards the realization of his dreams. Samson courageously defeated all his enemies and delivered his people out of their bondage when he died the death of a martyr. Then Samsonsaid; Let me die with the Philistines. And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life (Judges 16:30).A good leader should courageously be ready to sacrifice his own life to save the lives ofthepeople he is leading. 

	6. A GOOD LEADER IS FARSIGHTED AND FAITHFUL.

	God is by far the leader of all leaders, when He created the heaven and earth, He created the first man and woman, forbade them to eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, they unfortunately disobeyed, they ate the fruit and it activated their understanding but exposed them to sin. God knew that the molecule that was within this fruit could change our nature and lead us into many problems, he was farsighted, and that’s why he commanded them not to eat the fruit of that tree. A good leader should be farsighted, he should have short and long term vision for the people that he is leading, and he should galvanize his people towards the realization of this goal. After their disobedience, God promised to find a permanent solution for the sin of man, He promised to send Jesus right from the beginning to save and giveus  power to overcome our corrupted nature. However because of this disobedience, our nature led us into many problems. What is the source of wars, murder, hatred, robbery, think about all the sins you can imagine or have committed since you were born, they all emanate from your evil nature. Cain the son of Adam and Eve committed the first murder when he killed his brother Abel. Who told him to take away the life of his brother? Nobody, but the jealousy within his heart, he killed his brother just because his offering was better than his own. God doesn’t leave us alone becauseof his foresightedness; He always tries to warn us. So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? and why has your countenance fallen? (Genesis 4:6-7). Cain didn’t listen to the voice of God but allowed his anger to rule him, he killed his brother Abel. Men began to multiply and sin also multiplied, God was unhappy and He sent flood to wipe away all his creatures except Noah, his family and some animals escaped. They began to multiply again until the time of Abraham. God called this man out of his country, promised to bless him, to multiply his seed and to bring them into the Promised Land. Could God remain faithful to his word or promise?He was forecasting to use Abraham and his descendant to make his name known to all generation. Abraham was old and his wife couldn’t conceive because she was barren, she began to look for alternatives; she thought that God had forgotten His promises. God the creator who had promised to bless and multiply his seed was not a man to fail in His promise, he had the capacity to change the impossible into possible, His promise was still up to date. He wanted to train this leader to be patient for the revelation of his power and superiority which is far beyond our limit. Eventually, God the manufacturer touched the womb of his wife who conceived at 90 years old, when she hadpassed the age of menopause. A good leader must remain faithful to his promise or words; he must avoid making unrealistic promises when he undoubtedly knows that he cannot fulfill them. However as human beings it may happen that we become limited in the fulfillment of our action, but our desire and sincerity to work towards the realization of our goals would determine whether we are a faithful leader or not. Abraham and Sarah died but their son Isaac became old and had a wife who was also barren, God manifested his power and she conceived twins, Jacob and Esau. Jacob and Esau also get married and had also many children;the children of Abraham were multiplying little by little as God promised. From Jacob, Joseph was born and sold in Egypt by his brothers because of a God-given promise, they thought that their action could nullify the plan of God in his life, they didn’t know that they were contributing to fulfill the plan of this faithful God. Joseph in Egypt was wrongly thrown into a prison, and the skeptic would have questioned the faithfulness of God. From the prison, Joseph interpreted the dream of Pharaoh and became the Prime Minister in this foreign land; the promise of God in his life became a reality. God in his foresightedness wanted to protect the whole world from an upcoming famine. The dream that Joseph interpreted was correct, there was seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt and Joseph as a wise managerstored a great quantity of food during that year of abundance in order to provide to the need of the people in the time of famine.  He saved not only Egypt but the worldwide.  A good leader should be farsighted enough to protect the interests of people at long term.Thanks to Joseph, his family came to Egypt because of the famine that was threatening their life. After his death and all his generation, their children multiplied and became a nation within another nation. They remained there during 430 years and were 400 years under the heavy burden of the Egyptians, they cried to God and he sent his leader Moses to help them. His mission was to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt and lead them to the Promised Land. Pharaoh refused to let the children of Israel go, he wanted to stop the plan of God in the life of the Israelites, can a man strive with God? This Pharaoh forgot that God was omniscient and that He knew all the future events even before they occur, it was God Himself that gave the gift of interpreting dreams to Joseph. God multiplied his signs and wonders in Egypt through his servant Moses to the point that the king allowed them to go and serve their God. His faithfulness to bless, multiply and lead them to the PromisedLand was still up to date. While they were still in the wilderness, suddenly the king of Egypt gathered all his army in order to pursue them. In his stubbornness he wanted to stop the plan of God, he forgot how God brought the Israelites not with physical weapons but with signs and wonders. While they were still behind them, God sent a pillar of cloud between the camp of Egyptians and that of the Israelites. But beforethem they had to face another challenge, how could they cross the red sea, could it stop the promise of God in their life? The power of God manifested itself again, the red sea was parted before them, they crossed it not with boats but with their feetand all their possessions. After the death of Moses God raised another leader named Joshua to continue the mission of bringing them into the Promised Land. Joshua had to face many challenges before he could reach its purpose. When the children of Israel were still in Egypt, they spent 430 years there, this time spent outside their land was enough for others nations to multiply and occupy their abandoned land. Whenever God promises something, it doesn’t mean that it is going to be easy, or that we should fold our hands and sit down, we need to humbly press on until something happens, no wonder the Israelites wandered in the wilderness during 40 years until Joshua was chosen after the death of Moses to lead them. Joshua had to cross the Jordan before he could win his first victory, like God used Moses to cross the red sea;He used Joshua to cross also the Jordan.They came to Jericho, a fortified city but the walls of this city fell before them because the power of God was with them, they defeated them, defeated the people of Ai also. Many kings gathered together against them as the sand of the seashore, Joshua cried to God and he stopped the sun and the moon for a whole day until all their enemies were defeated. It was Joshua who led them to possess many lands, but after his death they still remained many lands to be conquered. Even all their doubt, rebellion and unbelief could not stop the faithfulness of God; they only delayed the fulfillment of his promise. The children of Israel eventually succeeded after the death of Joshua to conquer all the lands that God had promised into them. It was the foresightedness, faithfulness of God and his good leaders Moses and Joshua that provided a good legacy for the Israelites. 

	7. A GOOD LEADER HAS A SPIRIT OF DETERMINEDNESS.

	Determination can be defined as the strong decision to do something, before you realize your dream you need to take a decision. The brothers Wright had to take one day their decision to invent the first flying engine (plane). Thomas Edison made up his mind one day to invent the first light bulb. A leader is always called to make choices and these choices will determine which direction they intend to go and what they want to accomplish. A wrong decision can lead him and the people he is leading into a wrong destination while a good one will lead them into great accomplishment.Decision is the gateway of all realizations, before you make them you have to reflect several times, weigh the consequences, the sacrifices and the benefits as well. As a leader, you must know that the decision you make mustpositively reflect the common interest of people, it must intend to better their lives. The only think that will bring you into the railway of your goal is decision, what if Thomas Edison was only dreaming to invent the lightbulb and he hadn’t taken the decision to do that? What if the brothers Wright had folded their hands and hadn’t decided to invent the first plane?How do you know that it is not going to work if you don’t take any decision?The best way to know that it is going to work or not is to try.When you are strongly willing to do something, you won’t allow anything to stop you. Your will towards the realization of your dream must be stronger than the fear of the obstacles you meet. Your decision should be backed with action, that’s why a leader should not be lazy; he should continually nourish his decision by working very hard, he should not give room to procrastination, the earlier the better. Only determination willdistinguish a good leader from the bad one because all your success will depend on your willingnessto make good choices and pursue them.He should not also take hypocritical decision, because this would only be revealed in their action and people would judge you on the basis of what you say, how you are doing what you said, what you did and what you did not do. Good leaders don’t wait to take decision before it is too late, they should strike the iron while it’s hot. Strong Willingness will nourish your ambition and will give you the wings of perseverance. 

	There was a famine in the land of Israel because they sinned against God, when they forgot their love for Jehovah, He forgot them also, and some of them chose to migrate into another country to escape from the famine. Among the migrants there was a woman named Naomi and she had a daughter-in-law named Ruth who was from that country. It happened that after the end of the famine their husbands were dead and Naomi wanted to return to her own country. Although Ruth was from another country, she wanted to follow her mother-in-law in order to return to Israel, she was determined to the point that, even death could not stop her. As a good leader your determination should be stronger than the doubt of people; it should be strong to the point that people will notice it themselves. Even her mother-in-law couldn’t stop her determination to follow her, she wanted Ruth to return into her own country, after all, some of them were not willing to go back, the determination of Ruth was not influenced by the choice of others, because she renounced her gods and wanted to serve Jehovah. And Ruth said; do not beg me to leave you, to return from following after you. For where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay. Your people shall be my people and your God my God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me (Ruth 1:16-17). What a determination! Ruth remarried in the land of Israel after the death of his husband and fathered Obed who fathered Jesse and Jesse in turn fathered David who later became King David and from the descendant of King David, Jesus Christ was born, what a privilege!Only determination to rise above your current situation could save a leader and the people he is leading from troubles. Your determination to solve your problem should exceed your fear to fail. No problem can be bigger than you unless you admit it, you need to determine yourself or the problem would still be looking at you or mocking you. 

	It happened that after disobeying God, the children of Israel were taken captives by the Persian and Medes, in this foreign land the king drank and was not able to control himself, he commanded the queen to be repudiated under the effect of alcohol. When his senses came back to him, he wanted the queen to come back but according to the law of the Persian and Medes this kind of decision was irrevocable. A good leader must not rush to take a decision if he is not under constraint, a decision that would later bring sorrow and regret in his heart and that of others. He must demonstrate a strong capacity to master himself. Even the king couldn’t do anything for her again, they decided to make another selection to choose a new queen, and her name was Esther, a Jewess. Esther was an orphan and was raised by his uncle Mordecai. Mordecai was a servant in the king palace who refused to bow down before the prime minister Haman who wanted to be worshipped like God, could Mordecai bow down before a man instead of his God? Although they were captives in a foreign land because God had forgotten them, He was not against those who loved and worshiped Him. Haman became furious and was ruled by his hatred and decision to kill all the Jews; after all, he had all the power as the prime minister. He convinced the king to sign a decree to kill all the Jews and accused them of bringing trouble in the land. The King who was ignorant of his plan, signed the decree, it means that, even he himself couldn’t do anything again for the Jews; this kind of decree was also irrevocable like the one he signed when he repudiated his wife. What a tragedy! Until now he didn’t know the nationality of his queen, she was a Jewish woman. Now it was a matter of life and death but also a matter of determination to do something in order to escape death. May be Esther was the only hope for his people, even as the queen she couldn’t do anything because there was a law that forbad her to meet the king unless he called her, or except he allowed her to hold his golden scepter so that she might live. The time was going on and the appointed day to kill the Jews was approaching. Would Esther rise to endanger his life for his people to see the king and defend their cause? Or would her determination to overcome exceed her fear to fail?  There are some situations like that of Esther which can challenge our leaders of today, but as a good leader you must have a noble cause for which you are ready to die, if this cause is the only solution. She commanded Mordecai and all the Jews to fast and pray to God during three days and nights. She did likewise, hence the three days fasting of Esther that many people are doing today. After crying to God, she determined to go and see the king. There are some tough challenges that only God can solve but our determination to call upon his name matters a lot. Esther went before the king who didn’t refuse to welcome her, instead of the Jews, Haman was killed and the Jews were commanded to defend themselves. That’s how they were able to settle this matter. 

	Again, during the year when the children of Israel were still captives in the land of Babylon, it happened that Nebuchadnezzar the king made a great image that all the people of the land should worship. He strictly commanded that if anybody refused to bow down and worshipped his gods he will be thrown into a burning fiery furnace. There were three Hebrews among them who refused to obeyed his commandments, because they were determined to worship only the God who brought them out of Egypt with great power and punished them because of their sins against him. Nebuchadnezzar the king was furious, how could they challenge him like that? he wanted to give them another chance to bow down before his gods so that they may save their lives. Nebuchadnezzar spoke saying to them, is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,that you do not serve my gods, or worship the gold image which I have set up? Now if you are ready, at, the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which I havemade, good! But if you do not worship, in that moment you shall be thrown into the middle of a burning fiery furnace? You shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands? Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar; we have no need to answer you in this matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up (Daniel 3:14-18). Even the fury of Nebuchadnezzar couldn’t stand before their determination, they were eventually thrown into the fire but God delivered them in the midst of that fire to the point that the king and all the people recognized his superiority above all gods. What a determination!

	After the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians, and in the land of Babylon, the new king decided to appoint three delegates. He made Daniel, a friend of the three people who refused to bow down before the image, an overseer of all the representatives. This decision of the king didn’t please the others delegates, they wanted to kill him, they did exactly as Haman did. They made a decree cunningly and convinced the king to sign it, of course he was ignorant of their plan because he loved Daniel so much. According to this decree people were commanded to worship the king himself, it was irrevocably signed according to the law of the Medes and Persians. Anyone who violated the decree should be thrown into a lion’s den. They knew that Daniel used to worship God and that this was the best way to trap him. Daniel made up his mind to continue to worship God, his determination rose above the decree that had been signed by a man, even if the punishment to be thrown into the lion’s den was still up today.They accused him before the king, he became sad because he couldn’t do anything for him, the decree was signed and was irrevocable. Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den but God was still with him and that is the best interesting part of the story, even if the whole world is against you, the presence of God is enough to secure you. He wanted to honor God, how could he abandon him like that?  In order to accomplish something which has never be done, your determination should exceed the determination of the ordinary people, your determination  should exceed the common and new challenges, you need to made up your mind to do what others are afraid to do. If Daniel had worshiped the king instead of God, it means that he would have done what everybodydid. But eventually the determination of Daniel saved him. The determination of the leader must rise above the problem and above that of others. My God sent His Angel, and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you (Daniel 6:22).

	8. A GOOD LEADER IS PERSEVERANT.

	I came to the conclusion that our wonderful dreams or desires can never be realized in the absence of this word: perseverance. Perseverance is the capacity to pursue our dream, projects or whatever despites the many hindrances until we realize them. Most of the people who were able to impact their generation and the world at largewith wonderful and sustainable inventions or discoveries, or the many people who succeeded in their endeavors, were not able to remove the word perseverance out of their dictionary. What could explain the fact that Thomas Edison invented the electric bulb after 1000 trials, he had to continue until he realized his dream. Perseverance will give you wings, carry you into places you didn’t know and expand your limit. Only perseverance will stand and withstand in the midst of tough challenges. That’s why as a good leader you should know that, things are not going to be always easy and that you need the spirit of perseverance. Perseverance continues where everybody stops, it doesn’t know a limit until it fulfills its goal, it is the wind that brings our ship forward or the fuel thatis indispensable to make the car of our life to move forward. Why should you stop when your dreams are not yet fulfilled? Why would you count yourself out of success whileyou have not yet been successful? Your only limit is yourself. A good leader should remove the word “I cannot” out of his dictionary. It’s unnecessary to stress out that a leader would always face tough challenges on the road of the realization of his promises and dreams. He should always know that his perseverance to overcome the challenge should be stronger than his fear to fail. To have the spirit of perseverance is to embed the spirit of an overcomer. Perseverance for a good cause willyield a good result. 

	When Jacob was facing the toughest challenge of his life because he had to meet his requiter, he had no solution but to cry to God.  God sent an angel to meet him and he wrestled with him. It started during the night and was continuing, until the angel told him to let him go because the day was breaking.  What a perseverance! Jacob could have stop fighting because the angel wanted to go, he would have missed all his blessings, why could the angel go? He couldn’t go unless he solves his problem. He was closer to his solution than ever before. Many people abandoned in the midst of difficulties while there are near to the results, what if Thomas Edison had abandoned at the 999 trials? And he said;“Let me go, for the day breaks”. But he said, I will not let You go unless You bless me. So he said to him, what is your name? And he said, “Jacob. And he said, your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed. Then Jacob asked, saying Tell me Your name, I pray. And He said, Why is it that you ask about My name? And He blessed him there (Genesis 32:26-29).It is said that a certain man bought a land because he heard that there was a great quantity of gold underground, he began to look for the hidden treasure, hedug and continued digging until he decided to sell the land to another man, because he wasn’t able to find the treasure he was looking for.It’s when you labored and are about to give up that the result his nearer than expected, he couldn’t persevere a little bit. The new person, who bought the land, didn’t dig deeper before finding the gold that the old landlord was expecting to have. Perseverance rewards. 

	9. A GOOD LEADER SHOULD AVOID NEGATIVE STUBBORNESS.

	Stubbornness is not automatically a bad thing, a stubborn person is someone who is inflexible in his decisions and actions, when he decides nobody can convince him to do any other thing or shake his decisions. Negative stubbornness means that a leader knows that his decisions and actions are wrong but refuse deliberately to yield to the good advice of others; a person who is negatively stubborn would do what he wants to do even if his words or actions would jeopardize the life of others. Positive stubbornness is therefore the inflexible determination to act in a way that would better the life of others. That’s exactly the kind of stubbornness that should embed the life of good leaders. Leaders who are stubborn negatively would only lead people into destruction. Hitler for example was a great leader who was stubborn negatively; he remained inflexible till death because he wanted to rule the whole world although he knew that his actions would have killed many people, nobody couldn’t convince him to stop. Dear reader, negative stubbornness would only lead the world into destruction, a good leader should learn to listen and discern the positive from the negative. He should learn to renounce when necessary, he should know that yielding in the purpose of saving the life of many is not a humiliation but the mark of a good leader. He should know that conquering oneself is better than any other victory. Negative stubbornness will only lead to destruction while the positive one into great benefits. Negative stubbornness is perseverance in the wrong direction while positive stubbornness would lead you into good direction. All the people who made revolutionary discoveries and inventions were positively stubborn.Let us consider the examples of people who were stubborn negatively. 

	When the children of Israel were still in Egypt, they were under the heavy burden of the bondage of the Egyptians; in their suffering they cried into God. He sent Moses to deliver them out of this slavery. He came before Pharaoh and told him that the creator of the heaven and earth appeared to him and commanded him to allow the Israelites to go out of Egypt and serve Him. Pharaoh, the powerful king of the world wide at that time, exclaimed!Who is Jehovah that I should let the Israelites go? Could he not send a great army with powerful weapons? May be if he had done that, he would have been afraid of God at the first meeting with Moses. Instead of an army, Hesent a poor man with the rod of a shepherd. Until now he was convinced that Moses was a liar. All of a sudden the first miracle occurred, the rod of Moses was changed into a snake, his magicians did the same, but the single snake of Moses swallowed all their snakes, which means that the power that Moses had was greater than their own. The heart of Pharaoh was hardened, after all his magicians were able to do also the same miracle. Moses did the second and third miracle but the magicians did also the same. After the third miracle the power of the magicians was limited and they even admitted that it was God himself that was acting. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “this is the finger of God.But Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, just as the Lord had said (Exodus 8:19). You see, although his own people told him that it was not an ordinary rod that was acting but that the power of God was behind the rod, he refused to listen to them. Although Moses displayed the power of God in Egypt and did 6 more miracles which the magicians couldn’t do, although the economy of Egypt was down, Pharaoh Heart was still hardened, he refused to yield. That’s exactly the kind of stubbornness we are talking about. He remained inflexible until Moses sent a plague which killed the first-borns of the Egyptians including the animals. Pharaoh could no longer resist the power of God; he couldn’t bear again another misfortune coming from this powerful God then he allowed the Israelites to go. Good leaders should not allow their pride and honor that bring negative stubbornness to prevent them from taking decisions earlier whenever possible to avoid misfortunes instead of taking decisions to solve the problems that they could avoid.The children of Israel went out from Egypt and were going to the Promised Land, while they were still in the wilderness, the king of Egypt gathered together all his army to fight them as if he was going to war against men, he forgot that it was God that was fighting for them. Negative stubbornness will destroy a leader and his people. Pharaoh wanted to bring them back to Egypt; he wanted to stop the plan of God for them. God sent a pillar of cloud to protect them, and the Egyptianscould not come into their camp. If I was the pharaoh, I wouldn’t have daredcontinue to fight against this all powerful God. All of a sudden the red sea parted before the Israelites and while they were crossing it, Pharaoh in his stubbornness pursued them in the midst of the red sea, he was unsuccessful because the walls of water came upon them and they all died, this is the result of negative stubbornness. Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained (Exodus 14:28).

	After all these miracles, the enemies of the Israelites were so much afraid of them because of the powerful miracles that God did through Moses. It happened that a certain king named Balak wanted to defeat the Israelites cunningly. He decided to hire one prophet named Balaam so that he would curse the Israelites for him. And God said to Balaam, you shall not go with them. You shall not curse the people, for they are blessed (Numbers 22:12). Balaam knew pertinently that God couldn’t curse the people he had chosen; God had already told him that he shouldn’t go with his enemies to curse His own people. Because of the great reward he wanted to know again the will of God concerning this matter. He wanted to force the will of God. He wanted to know if God would allow him to curse the Israelites so that he would have his reward. That’s negative stubbornness. Finally he decided to yield to the decision of his enemies, on his way to the appointed place to honor the rendez-vous, God opened the mouth of his ass, just to show him that he was unhappy with his decision. Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, what have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times? (Numbers 22:28).If God could open the ass’s mouth, the mouth of an animal it means what it means. When Balaam began to speak, instead of cursing only blessings were coming out of his mouth. Balak couldn’t understand what was happening. Then Balak’s anger was aroused against Balaam, And he struck his hands together; And Balak said to Balaam, I called you to curse my enemies, and look, you have bountifully blessed them these three times (Numbers 24:10).Like God opened the mouth of the ass, he zipped also the mouth of Balaam so that he couldn’t curse the Israelites. Balak could not understand the behavior of Balaam, and they each went into their own country. 

	10. A GOOD LEADER IS PATIENT, LOYAL AND GRATEFUL.

	Patience is our ability to endure circumstances with confidence no matter the time we would take waiting until we find a solution. Patience endures barriers and times; it doesn’t stop to hope and doesn’t know any discouragement. A leader who is impatient will never realize something great, we need patience for the realization of our long or short term projects or dreams.  Impatience would  make you miss a lot of opportunities, what if Thomas Edison had stopped trying at the 999 times, the world would have remained in great darkness until today, he failed many times but doesn’t allow his failure to hinder his will for the continuation of the realization of his objectives. Patience will make you realize that the best is still on the way, it will form you and bring out the potential that’s within you. It will make you realize that your failures are stepping stones that will lead you into your next success. Eventually at the 1000 times, Thomas Edison discovered the lightbulbthat brought the light that we are all enjoying today. On your road to success, you need patience, patience to know that great results come by overcoming many great obstacles. Patience will lead you to try several times without losing hope. It will make you realize that if you fail this time may be the next attempt will lead you into great victory. Patient leaders don’t get discouraged because of challenges;they hope despite their circumstances and continue until they find the solution. Patient leaders hope against all hope, even if they haven’t reached yet their purpose, they believe that their success has only been postponed and that with a little perseverance they will fulfill it. Patient people dream high, work hard and endure challenges that would try to stop them. They don’t see difficulties as obstacles to the accomplishment of their purpose but rather, normal events that should occur before they reach their purposes. Impatient leaders can never realize great ambition; they allow others or their difficulties to stop them when they are closer to their success. What a leader needs is patience, patience to realize great ambitions that would better the life of others. Patience willlead you into a level you never know. All the great inventions and discoveries have been the results of great patience. It is time for us as a good leader to know that the impossibility of today is the possibility of tomorrow and that with the process of time we can change every negativity into positivity. Who would have believed that men would one day invent a flying machine called airplane, which would overcome the barrier of distance and carry us into a faraway country in a few space of time? Suddenly what was impossible became possible, only patience could reveal that into us. You never lose in being patient; it would rather amaze you when it fulfills its purpose. Patience is the virtue of the braves;it doesn’t belong to those who abandon because of failures. It’s not easy to be patient because you are surely going to meet obstacles, people are looking for a patient leader who would encourage others when everything seems to be at its lowest level, someone who is still able to see the result afar off after many failures. They need someone who can see what others are not able to see. They need leaders who want to do something that nobody has never done, who would tell them that they can always be successful even if they have not yet seen the result. 

	The Israelites were facing the most difficult challenge of their life; their enemies gathered together against them, they were many and more powerful than them. In such a circumstance everybody waswaitingfor the urgent decision of the leader Saul, the first king in Israel, hedecided to ask the help of God but he did it in the wrong way because of impatience. According to the commandment of God, the only person who was allowed to make a sacrifice into God was Samuel, he was the priest, he had to make sacrifice because of the sin of the people, he had to ask, the mercy, compassion and help of God in this circumstance. It doesn’t mean that a leader shouldn’t take decision when the time is pressing but that he shouldn’t allow his impatience to make wrong decisions. So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me”. And he offered the burnt offering. Now it happened as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; And Saul went out to meet him that he might greet him (1 Samuel 13:9-10). He couldn’t wait a little bit for Samuel, He made the wrong choice. And Samuel said to Saul, you have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever (1 Samuel 13:13).His impatience led him to take a decision which didn’t please God and as a matter of fact God promised to take the kingdom away from his family. God was preparing another leader in Israel, his name was David. David was a shepherd but was animated by the spirit of courage and patience, although God promised to make him a king one day, he met a lot of difficulties but remained patient until the death of Saul before he could become a king.God doesn’t use impatient people; he trains them in the school of patience to face toughest challenges, before he could assign new responsibilities into them.Abraham had to wait until he reaches 100 years old before having his first child from Sarah who was 90 years old;Moses had to wait 40 years in the wilderness before he could go before Pharaoh. It was this David who had killed the giant Goliath who challenged all the army of Israel. David and Jonathan the son of Saul became friend. The king knew that David had been chosen by God to be a king one day; he became jealous and wanted to kill him. But his son Jonathan who loved David like his own soul made a covenant with him.  It was a covenant to protect and remain loyal with each other. To be loyal is to be true-hearted; it means to remain unwavering to our promises or covenant. Because of this covenant Jonathan helped David to run away, nevertheless Saul the king didn’t stop pursuing David because he considered him like his enemy. David was promised to be a future king by God and he couldn’t allow that, he wanted to kill him by all possible means. He saw David like his competitor and not his collaborator. While they were pursuing David, they came to a place where they wanted to rest because they were tired. Where they were sleeping was exactly the same place where David was hidden. David and his warriors surprised them in their deep sleep; they had the choice to deal with the problem once and for all to save their life by killing all of them. But because of the loyalty to his covenant with Jonathan David didn’t kill him, a good leader must be loyal to his promise. Loyalty will distinguish you from other leaders, it will renew the trust that others have in you, and boostthe confidence that is within them. Loyalty is a mighty weapon that can convince even the most skeptical person. Loyalty never betrays,it stands steadfast in the midst of challenges, and rescue when all hope is lost. David couldn’t kill the father of Jonathan because of their promise to protect each other. While Saul was still sleeping, David cut off the skirtof his robe instead of taking away his life. All of a sudden Saul heard the voice of somebody who was calling him, it seemed that he knew this voice already; it was the voice of the person that he was looking for. May be this was the best time to deal with the problem once for all. David reassured him that he was not looking forward to kill him, as a proof he showed him the piece that he cut from his skirt while he was sleeping. “Moreover, my father, see! Thecorner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it (1 Samuel 24:11). Even the stony heart of Saul couldn’t resist to such an action, he was touched to the point that he recognized his own sin and wickedness. He admitted that God had chosen David to be a king one day.  He made also a covenant with David, he asked him to protect his familywhen he would become a king. And now I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. “Therefore swearnow to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s house” (1 Samuel 24:20-21). Nevertheless after all these events Saul didn’t abandon his evil plan of killing David, he was still motivated by his hatred and thirst to revenge but history repeated itself again. While Saul was sleeping, David surprised him sleeping deeply in a cave because of the supernatural hand of God. This time he didn’t cut off the skirt of his robe, but took his spear, they didn’t know what was happening because they were sleeping deeply.David cried again to wake them up; Saul rose up and recognized the voice of David, the loyalty of David spared his life anew. As a proof, his spear was in the hand of his enemy. What could he say? If not to recognize his bad behavior and promise to leave David alone.He recognized that David was more righteous than him. Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son David, for I will harm you anymore, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Indeed, I have played the fool and erred exceedingly”(1 Samuel 26:21).

	After the death of Saul and his son Jonathan, who else could replace the king of Israel; after waiting for many years he eventually became the king of all Israel. Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron. And King David made a covenant with them in Hebron before the Lord. And they anointed David King over Israel (2 Samuel 5:3). Before their death David was loyal to Jonathan and his father, he remained uncompromising to his loyalty to them after their death also. Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?(2 Samuel 9:1).  David didn’t allow death to remove his loyalty; his loyalty was so steadfast to the point that he even wept because of the death of Saul and his son. David allowed the son of Jonathan to come in his own house and considered him as one of his sons, what a loyalty!As agood leader you should know that nothing is more powerful than gratefulness. People will respect you more when you are grateful to them than when you want to command them. A leader should know that he cannot accomplish great projects without efficientpeople;he should know how to appreciate their efforts, gratefulness would give more courage and enthusiasm to the people and will boost their willingness to do more.A good leader shouldlearn that the act of gratefulness is not a humiliation but rather a catalyzer that would motivate others to move forward in their work of doing things better. Don’t be so proud to the point that you cannot appreciate the merit of others. Don’t allow your position to prevent you from being grateful to others. Don’t allow stinginess to withhold you from rewarding the people. A good leader should embed the spirit of kindness, because when you are kind, you would also be grateful. Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father showed kindness to me”. So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants came into the land of the people of Ammon (2 Samuel 10:2). Let others see your kindness instead of your stinginess. Let your gratefulness touch them and you would see loyal people around you. Gratefulness would convince more than commanding. David knew the power of this secret and was grateful in all his ways. Only kindness, gratefulness and loyalty could allow David to consider the son of Jonathan as his own son. David in his gratefulness to God who had given him the kingdom and all his victories hadn’t waited before God told him to build a house for him. The king said to Nathan the prophet, see now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains (2 Samuel 7:2). It isDavid, who wrote the book of Psalms, where he praised God because of his help;he was not a man who could betray the faithfulness of his helper. Dear good leader gratefulness is not facultative it is compulsory. 

	11. A GOOD LEADER IS INTELLIGENT, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND WISE.

	A good leader should know that intelligence; knowledge and wisdom rule the world. Intelligence can be defined as the capacity to adapt ourselves when facing tough circumstances; it is also our capacity to comprehend a given equation and to be able to solve it. It’s our capacity to find solutions for our problems or the problems of others. Knowledge is all about what we have been able to learn from our circumstances, it is also all the experiences we have been able to learn from others. Let us say for instance that you are facing a tough circumstance that you have never met in your life. You need to use your intelligence to solve that problem;you may also use what you know already or what you didn’t do before in order to find a solution. What you know already is knowledge, and how you use your mindwill determine whether you will be able to solve a problem or not, that’s intelligence. Even after solving the problem, you would still learn many things, those lessons learned from your situation and what you learned from others becomes knowledge for you. Your intelligence and knowledge will distinguish you from others, that’s why Einstein once said: the more you know the little the ego. People will respect you because of what you are able to do, if you can do more than what they can do, you don’t need to tell it, they will see, they will know and they will recognize it. The more you know the more humility your raise.No wonder we use to say that applied knowledge is power. We may have a powerful knowledge of something but without its application it will lead us to nowhere. What if Thomas Edison who had the knowledge to invent the lightbulb had refused to apply it? It is therefore imperative for a good leader to use his intelligence and knowledge if he wants to lead the people.A leader should never cease learning, a good leader is a good reader, he should know that his knowledge of yesterday may not be enough to solve the problems of today and that his knowledge of today may not also be able to solve the problems of tomorrow. Don’t therefore be satisfied of what you know today. You must know that your ignorance of tomorrow is bigger than your knowledge of today. Rise up from your comfort zone and be active in learning. 

	Now, what’s wisdom? Wisdom is simply the best application of knowledge and intelligence.A wise person would know how to apply his knowledge and intelligence in a beneficial way. For example, applied intelligence and knowledge allowed us to invent many sophisticated weapons today, but the best application of these inventionswould show that we are wise. Wisdom will always use knowledge and intelligence in a profitable way. Wisdom will not use the weapons to destroy and kill people intentionally; it will only use them as the last solution when there is no any other solutions, the way we use our knowledge and intelligence will determine whether we are wise or not.Wisdom always prioritizes the best possible wayof applying the power we have.When wisdom rules, people would live peacefully. You may be the most knowledgeable, intelligent, powerful leader in the world but if you are not wise you are going to use your power to jeopardize the life of people. A leader without wisdom is a powerful criminal.Wisdom would allow you to be careful in the way you talk and act. It would set a boundary to the application of your knowledge and a limit in the way you use your intelligence. Wisdom would allow you to reflect many times before acting. It would allow you to weigh the consequences and benefits before you can take a decision. Wisdom would always prioritize peace over war. Oh that wisdom governs the world! Intelligence and knowledge without wisdom is like a little ignorant and insensiblechild who is trying a charged machine gun on people around him.A leader who is unwise will never care about his actions or words. Wisdom willmake us realize that without others we are nothing. It willmake others know the best direction in which they must go. It is the compass of the good leader. It will convince them about the choice they must make.Your wisdom would save a lot of people and better their life.

	When king David died, his son Solomon became the king of Israel. Solomon knew that to be a king is not an easy task;it was a great responsibility for a young man like him. He knew for sure that he was called to take decisions and make choices in the name of many Israelites; he was very concerned about how he could use his knowledge and intelligence in the best possible way. In a nutshell, he was looking for wisdom. Solomon knew that only God could give him the wisdom that he was looking for and he made up his mind to pray into him. Therefore give to your servant an understanding heart, to judge your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours? The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing (1 Kings 3:9-10). Solomon was asking for wisdom, wisdom to do good instead of bad things. He was not looking for silver or gold, neither honor nor victory over his enemies. God was happy with him and granted him a favorable answerto his prayer. Moreover God promised to give him even what he didn’t ask.The wisdom of a leader will attract honor, riches and victory into his life as well as the people around him.Our leaders need the intervention of God in their choices, if they want to make great realizations. Our knowledge, intelligence and the way we apply them would get to their limit when they face tough challenges, but our limit can in no way prevent God from acting, He is our creator and know how to help us. When the children of Israel were before the red sea, without ships they couldn’t do anything because this obstacle had limited their intelligence, knowledge and wisdom. It may happen also that a leader faces a tough challenge that only God can solve.May be you have also a challenge that is trying to limit you. As God divided the red sea before them, he can find solution for your problems as well. Solomon was not there when the red sea parted before his grandparents, he was not even born but he read the story and believed that only God could help him. He made up his mind also to cry to this powerful God who brought his parents out of Egypt on eagles’ wings, who parted the Salt Sea, stopped the sun and the moon before them. Salomon didn’t tarry to apply his God given wisdom.The best way of knowing is trying. Two women came before him because they had a problem; they were sleeping in the same house with their babies. It happened that the baby of one of them died during the night, and the other woman replaced his dead baby with the living one. They were quarrelling because the true mother of the living baby was claiming her child. How could they solve this difficult problem? Given the fact that at that time there was no DNA test which could not fail in its judgment.Solomon had to solve this situation, but how? By using his knowledge and intelligence in the best possible way.In the beginning, he didn’t know who the true mother of the baby was because satellites had not yet been manufactured to give him this information. He knew for sure that a good mother who loved his baby would do everything in order to save her life. How could he know that?  He decided to apply his wisdom, he commanded his servants to cut the living baby into two. He was applying his knowledge in the best possible way, in the purpose of knowing the reaction of the two women. In fact Solomon was not the first to apply this method. God who had given him the wisdom of course applied this same wisdom when he had commanded Abraham in the past to sacrifice his only son. This test was the best way to reveal his faith and love for Him; it was undoubtedly the best way of proving to the world wide how this man had put his trust in Him. When Abraham was about to kill his son, God appeared to him and forbade him to that, he had successfully passed the test. God knew who was the true mother, but wanted to prove it undoubtedly so that nobody would deny it. Solomon certainly knew this story; he wanted to apply the same strategy. When he told the servant to part the baby into two, normally, the true mother who loved his baby would have never accepted that, she would have tried to do everything possible to protect his life. The true mother did exactly what he wanted to hear and see, she beseeched the king to save the life of the baby and to give him to the other woman who was asking for his death. Solomon didn’t wait any longer to give the baby to his true mother who was asking to save his life, his verdict was true and nobody couldn’t deny that. When you apply your wisdom people will recognize it. And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged. And they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice (1 Kings 3:28). Solomon wisdom became greater and greater than all the kings of that time, to the point that many kings were coming from all over the earth to test his wisdom. He became powerful and very rich more than all the kings of the earth as God had promised him. The queen of Sheba wanted to be an eye witness of the Wisdom of Solomon; she was among the people who could not believe something before they see it. She traveled into Israel in order to test his Wisdom. She asked many questions to Solomon and to her amazement; his answers werefar beyond her expectation. So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the king that he could not explain it to her. And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon,the house that he had built, the food of his table, the sitting of his servants, the service of his waiter and their apparel, his cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her. Then she said to the king:“it was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom. However I did not believe the words until I came and saw with my own eyes; Andindeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard (1 Kings 10:3-7). God always do things wonderfully. So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. Now all the earth sought Solomon, to hear his wisdom which God had put in his heart (1 Kings 10:23-24).

	Thisman became powerful and rich because of his wisdom. Unfortunately Solomon didn’t remain faithful to his wisdom till death; he allowed his riches and power to corrupt his wisdom. His greatness led him into many troubles. Riches are good but can lead us into problems if we are not careful. A good leader should never allow his business to jeopardize the good health of his own family. He should know that leadership starts at home, extend in the community and in the whole nation. Solomon was wise outside but unwise inside. He was wise in the affair of the government but unwise in governing his own family. He was not able to establish a good balance between governing his affairs and that of his family. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines. And his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David (1 Kings 11:3-4). Who could have believed that Solomon, who cried in the past to God for wisdom, would have worshiped another god? Who could have believed that the wise man could have 1000 women for him alone? He started well but ended with bad actions. So the lord became angry with Solomon because his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel,Who had appeared to him twice (1Kings 11:9). The wisdom of a good leader should never cease to grow.Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon (1 Kings 11:40). He wanted to kill this man because Jehovah had promised to tear the kingdom and give a part to this man after the death of Solomon. As a good leader you should never be tired of wisdom. Wisdom should follow you in the grave. Wisdom will immortalize you and write your name in the book of history. It would make others dream like you dreamedand act like you acted. 

	12. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF PEACE.

	Peace is a state in which an individual or a nation is free from all wars or disputes; it is also an absence of mental care, stress and anxiety. Without peace we cannot therefore mention the word development. A good leader should be a man of peace; he should not use his power to jeopardize the life of those he is leading. To be a peaceful leader doesn’t mean that we cannot use our power to maintain peace but that we cannot use it to perpetuate useless wars. A good leader should think several times before engaging in a war, he should prioritize the way of dialogue and use war as the last of all possible solution. To be a peaceful leader means that we cannot use our power unrestrainedly. Peace would impose a limit to the way we use it, even if we are the most powerful leader of all the earth. A peaceful leader doesn’t wait to solve a situation; he acts consequently in order to prevent it. To be a peaceful leader means to be careful in the way we try to solve conflicts, a peaceful leader would listen and take into consideration all the requirements of both parties before he could take a decision. Peace is never a given, it belongs to the braves. Without peace we cannot think about long term projects. A Peaceful leader should be careful in the way he speaks; he knows that truthful and gentle words had more power than harsh ones. He knows that people would judge him on the basis of what he builds and destroys. And that most of the time what we destroy can easily have more influence than what we build. A leader is called to take decisions and make choices, his actions will therefore determine whether the nation or all the people who are relying on him will experiment a long lasting peace or not.Peace will foster an environment of a prosperous, healthy market and therefore generate an economic growth. You don’t need any one to tell you if you are a peaceful leader or not, you can know it by the way you lead. And by the legacy you leave behind you. Peaceful leaders do not stubbornly cling to theirposition in order to accomplish their purposes if their action will threaten the life of others.A peaceful leader is a wise leader. Peace doesn’t have anyboundary;it should unite us as citizenscoming from different parts of the world, able to sit down together at the same table of brotherhood to find solutions to our problems. A good leader should be able to sacrifice any other thing because of peace. He should weigh all the consequences of war and the benefits of peace before acting. Peace would reign and wars would disappear when we are ready to sacrifice our selfish ambitions in order to maintain it. Peace will force us to avoid taking some decisions, actions and will limit the way we use our power.As a leader, peace will remind us that we don’t belong to ourselves and that others must have an important place in our life. Peace is not selective it is rather inclusive. Dear leader, your foes today can become your best friends tomorrow. A good leader must sacrifice if possible everything for peace. He should pursue it, catch it and maintain it at all price.Peace will cost you some sacrifices, you may renounce many things before you get it. You may even lay your power aside in order to collect peace. A good leader must pay the price for peace.Solomon was a king in Israel who maintained peace during his reign. His knowledge and wisdom gavehim the privilege to become the most powerful king of all the earth at that time. Although he could have killed all his enemies, he used his wisdom to make peace with his neighbors;he changed all his foes into his friends. That is an example of a good leader who knows how to pursue and maintain peace.

	In the same vein, the King of Syria gathered together all his army against the Israelites because he wanted to destroythem. It happened that when he planned secretly to go against them that the prophet Elisha knew about it and informed the king of Israel. The king of Syria become furious because all his plans were continually revealed, he couldn’t understand what was happening, he thought that there was a spy among them. After all, he had all the reason of the world to think like that, because at that time technology was not yet developed, who could have revealed a well-guarded secret like that?If not one of his closest collaborators.But one of his servants told him that it was Elisha who was revealing his plans. And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king, but Elisha the prophet, who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom (2 Kings 6:12). Is that possible, of course, he believed it because all his secrets were revealed not by a betrayer but bya good leader of God. The king of Syria at that time gathered his army against Elisha; he thought that if he was successful in killing this man then nobody would reveal his secrets again. They came and encircle the house of this prophet; they thought that their numeric superiority could give them victory. They forgot how God used the rod of Moses to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt and parted the red sea before them.Follow peace with all men doesn’t mean that a leader should not use his power to defend himself but that he should use his power whenevercompulsory to preserve peace, he should not be a friend of the destroyers. All of a sudden, Elisha prayed into God and all the host of the Syrians was struck with blindness. So when the Syrians came down to him Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, “Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And he struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha (2 Kings 6:18). Now, here is revealed,all the meaning of using your power to promote peace. Elisha had all the power to kill them, but led them into the camp of his enemies not to kill them but to give them food to eat. With the dumb of an amazement, he then allowed them to return into their own country. Elisha was a peaceful leader, that’s why he didn’t allow the Israelites to kill them;he wanted to avoid war at all cost. And he prepared a great feast for them. And when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel (2 Kings 6:23).

	13. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF PRAYER, TRUTH AND POWER.

	A leader should know that he is a person who can be limited by a circumstance like anybody. He should know that is knowledge and intelligence of today may not be able to solve all the problems of tomorrow. It may happen that a given situation challenges his wisdom and abuse his intelligence to the point that he becomes powerless. It was exactly the case of the Israelites in Egypt, how could Moses deliver all these people out of the power of Pharaoh with his own knowledge and intelligence? Even Pharaoh could not believe that Moses would be successful in his mission. In fact, it was not Moses that was acting but God through Moses was doing all these Miracles. What the military knowledge of Moses couldn’t do, the power of God did it. Sometimes our knowledge, intelligence and powerful weapons become useless in the midst of tough circumstances. We simply need to prayinto God like the Israelites did. Prayer is the phone that we use to communicate with God, and this line of prayer is never busy. Prayer activates the power of God and rescues us. Eventually the Egyptians couldn’t resist the power of God and allowed the Israelites to go, what seemed humanly impossible became prayerfully possible. Prayer would change all our dark night into day light. It will change all impossibilities into possibilities. When the Israelites were before the red sea, their knowledge and intelligence couldn’t believe that God could divide it. They hadn’t seen and heard any story like that before. But all the miracles that God did in Egypt should have been able to give them the hope that God was able to rescue them again. Prayer will find solution where there seems to be no solutions. Moses prayed to God and he divided the red sea before them by his power. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea;Andthe Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground. And the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left (Exodus 14:21-22). Only God could do that, there are some situations that only prayer can solve. Prayer is mightier than all the powerful weapons; Pharaoh with all his weapons couldn’t do anything before the God who masters the nature and all his elements. Prayer would do unimaginable things it would surprise you even beyond your expectation. Prayer and power go together.

	It happened that the Israelites forgot about all the miracles that God did for them and forsook the God who brought them out of Egypt; they give themselves to the worship of idols. God wanted to punish them, in order to remind them of their sins so that they would come back to him. He used his leader Elijahto accomplish this mission. A good leader should be a man of prayer and power. He should use his power in order to bring the people on the right way. What Made Elijah exceptional although he was a man like us?Itwas faith and prayer. This man was another Moses of his generation; he came also to display the power of God in order to turn the heart of people from worshipping idols to serve the living and infallible God. May be a miracle of punishment was necessary to make the Israelites realize that they were wandering far away from their God. Elijah came before the king Ahab at that time and pronounced his verdict against all Israel. And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word (1 Kings 17:1). Wow, how could one person lock the heaven so that therewas no rain?At that time people were so rain dependent to the point that a lack of rain could automatically cause a famine. Elijah wanted to display the power of God so that the Israelites may know that the God who brought them out of the land of Egypt was the God of all gods. It happened also that a woman was merciful to him and gave him all the food that she had, Elisha prayed into God and He multiplied the food of that woman to the point that she was no more lacking of anything while the famine was still up to date. The son of that same woman died and humanly spoken he was gone forever, Elijah prayed into God and the son came to life. Then the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came back to him, and he lived (1 Kings 17:22). Nevertheless all these miracles were not enough to convince them of the power of God, Elijah gavean appointment into the Israelites on Mount Carmelfor a demonstration of power. The God who would have been able to send fire from heaven would have been considered as the true God. The D-day of the rendez-vous had come and the people gathered together on Mount Carmel. Elijah gave to the prophets of the idols the opportunity to start, they began to call their gods from morning till evening but unsuccessfully, there was no fire coming from heaven. Elijah came and accomplished what the prophets of the idolswere not able to do; he even added water to the sacrifice and prayed into God, who answered him by fire. Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice and the wood, and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. Now, When all the people saw, they fell on their faces. And they said, The Lord, He is the God! The Lord, He is the God! (1 Kings 18:38-39). The same Elijah who locked the heaven unlocked it and the rain descended. Moreover because of the power of God he ran to the city before the horses of the king. Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode awayand went to Jezreel. Then the hand of the Lord was on Elijah. And he girded up his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel (1 Kings 18: 45-46). After that Elijah had been taken into heaven his servant Elisha became a prophet at his place, it was this Elisha who blindfolded the Syrians. Elisha was also a man of power, he was following his master wherever he went, he was faithful and truthful into him, no wonder he was counted worthy to be a leader of God. Elisha displayed the power of God two times more than his master. It happened that the commander of the Syrian who heard about the power of this man of God came to him because he wanted to be healed. This powerful man was honorable and miserable at the same time. He had leprosy, a sickness that could not be healed.  Elisha gave him specific instruction by the intermediary of his servant, he told him to go and wash himself in a Jordan seven times, if he wanted to be healed. According to Naaman,this commandment was a humiliation, he thought that Elisha would come out and cry to God like he used to do instead of sending someone to him and all of a sudden he would receive his healing. He was angry and wanted to go back to his own country but his own servant advised him to obey, Elisha was not asking him to do something extraordinary, why couldn’t he try? Eventually, he put his pride and unhappiness aside, obeyed and was healed. So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean (2 kings 5: 14).Naaman couldn’t go back to his own land after this miracle; he wanted to be grateful to the man of God. He went back to the house of Elisha to reward him, but he refused to take anything from him. When Naaman was going into his own land, Gehazi the servant of Elisha ran after him because he wanted the presents that his master refused to take.How could he convince Naaman to give him the reward that his master had refused categorically to take? He decided to lie;he told Naaman that his master Elisha had sent him to take this reward. Elisha was a servant of Elijah but he never lied to him. A good leader should be a truthful man; he should neverlie because he wants to accomplish his purpose. He should know that all lie has its consequence and that no secret would remain hidden. If Elijah was able to know all the secrets of the King of Syria in his bedroom, God was able to reveal also the action of Gehazi into Elisha. A good leader should remain faithful to his words, he should do everything possible in order to fulfill it, and his actions should demonstrate a strong willingness towards the fulfillment of his purposes. Of course a leader is not a God, it may happen that some circumstances hinder him from fulfilling his words but all his actions would show whether he is truthful or not. What a leader should never do, is to be unfaithful to his words when he has the power to fulfill it. No one would believe someone who lies. From his house, God revealed all the actions of Gehazi into Elisha; he asked his servant where he went, this man instead of telling him the truth, lied again into him.He said that he didn’t go anywhere. The verdict of Elisha was immediate. Then he said to him, Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back from his chariots to meet you? Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen and male and female servants? “Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants forever.” And he went out from his presence leprous, as white as snow (2 Kings 5: 26-27). The leprosy of that man was transferred into him because of his lie, lying never goes unnoticed and unpunished. May be if he had told the truth when Elisha had asked him where he went, he would have been able to escaped from this tragedy. A good leader should be known as a man of truth. Someone who is reliable, trustworthy.If you are a leader who cannot tell the truth you must pray for the help of God.

	14. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HONESTY.

	Righteousness can be defined as the attribute of being impartial in our judgments; it’s the capacity to judge with equity. While Honesty is the attribute of not being fraudulent and deceptive, without cheating and stealing, it’s the attribute of being truthful and frank. Righteousness and honesty are the true mark of good leaders. All thegood leaders who are sighing to build long lasting development know that righteousness and honesty are the foundation of a developed nation. Righteousness and honesty build a nation.Righteousness and honesty will give more power and credibility to a leader. All doubt and misunderstanding disappear when righteousness and honesty reign. Righteousness and honestydoesn’t belong to weak leaders, they are the mark of the good ones. For a leader to be thoroughly righteous and honest he must even rise himselfabove his own personal interests and selfish ambitions.Nothing good or sustainable can’t be built in the absence of these qualities;the proof is that unrighteousness and dishonesty have always beenthe features of all the societies who are backward. A true leader should not use his power to corrupt or influence the choice of others negatively. No matter the time it would take, unrighteousness and dishonesty never go unpunished. As a leader, people are observing all our actions;because they want to see our righteousness and honesty. Nobody will complain before a righteous judgment and a transparent gain. These qualities have always been the real mark of good leaders. When a leader is transparent, people will put their confidence in him and he will be convincing in his decisions. A righteous and honest leader willgive the same rights, opportunities as well as the same duties to the people around him.People will always judge you on the basis of righteousness and honesty. A righteous and honest leader willattract righteousand honestpeople around him while unrighteousness and dishonesty will attract frustrated people and vindictive people around him. Righteousness and honesty mustn’t remain in our mouth or in our papers; they must be seen at work or practiced. When a leader is righteous and honest, people around him can easily notice it. Righteousness and honesty will give you more boldness and willwin the confidence of others forthe future projects of a leader. People will be ready to invest in a country where righteousness and honesty reign. These qualities are therefore compulsoryifa nation wants to follow the path of long lasting development. Righteousness and honesty would foster an environment for business and would lead to an economical growth. They are the secret of creating an atmosphere of trust, when people are convinced, they are ready to invest their money, and they will support us in what we are doing. Many traders have lost their customers because of unrighteousness and dishonesty; let us say for instance that you convince a customer to buy a product that he was not supposed to buy because you didn’t tell him the truth about all the characteristics of that product, the probability for this customer to come back in your shop is very low. Righteousness and honesty are the foundation and secret of a great and prosperous business, they doesn’t leave any doubt or suspicion in the heart of his customers. They willundoubtedly distinguish us as good leaders. Righteousness and honesty will impose a limit to our choices, decisions and the way we use our power. They have the power to empower the leader and the people around him. People can easily follow the decisions of a righteous and honest leader.They would willingly sacrifice themselves in order to defend a righteous and honest leaderand for a noble cause as well. When the head is corrupted then every part of the body would be corrupted also, it means that righteousness and honesty start with the good leaders, they are values which must be cultivated by the good leaders and should be disseminated in every segment of society. These values should never cease growing in the top and in the bottom of the ladder also. They must always be taught and rehearsed continually. Good leaders should be sure that they are not dishonest and unrighteous in their public finances and should take drastic sanctions against all disobedience in order to discourage such attempt. To be honest and righteous doesn’t exclude the advantages related to our jobs, they doesn’t exclude being rewarded for our work of quality. Somebody may reward you willingly because he was happy withyour work of qualityand not because you’ve influenced his decision. Unrighteousness and dishonesty is all about using our position in order to defraud or claim a reward in favorof service which should normally be rendered into others. People will never forget the righteousness and honesty of a good leader, they are always written in the never forgotten book of history. 

	There was a man named Job, we are talking about him because he demonstrated righteousness and honesty to the point that God himself gave a good testimony about his life. A righteous and honest leader is always appreciated by God and by many people, even if they are not always accepted by all the unrighteous and dishonest people. Then the Lord said to Satan, have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? (Job 1:8). How wonderful this story is? How God himself could testify about the values of this man. The righteousness and honesty of Job was not hidden, he was rich not because of dishonesty but because God gave him all these possessions.What is important to know is that the righteousness and honesty of this man was not depending on circumstances. This good leader remained unwavering in his righteousness and honestyeven if he was facing the worst of all his circumstances.God wanted to test this man;he then allowed the devil to touch all his properties. And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power. Only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord (Job 1:12).All of a sudden,Job became the most miserable man of all the earth and was even suffering because of ulcer. So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struckJob with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head (Job 2:7). What the devil was expecting from this man was to see his unrighteousness and dishonesty. Unfortunately for him, Job didn’t sin against God.In all this Job did not sin, nor charge God with wrong (Job 1:22). He remained righteous and honest to God in a difficult circumstance, the devil had done the worst, he didn’t have any other solution, and he used the friends of Job to accuse him. They heard what had happened to their friend and they came to call on him. According to them this misfortune happened to him because of his unrighteousness and dishonesty. Instead of comforting him, they kept on accusing job until God decided to put an end to the test of Job. And so it was after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends. For you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has (Job 42:7). His righteousness and honesty multiplied what he had lost by two. And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before(Job 42:10). 

	15. A GOOD LEADER IS A MAN OF COMPASSION AND FORGIVENESS.

	A good leader should not be an insensible man when it comes to the suffering and problems of others or whenhe can avoid a danger that is going tohappen to them. Compassion is the quality of sympathizing with others because of their problems, understanding their sentiments and desiring wholeheartedly to find a solution to their problem.A good leader who is uncompassionate will never be able to help others because he is a self-sufficient man. Nobody wants to appoint a leader who will not care for the people who elected him. A leader should demonstrate that he loves his people not with mere words but indeed. Nothing but compassion can reveal the true mark of a leader;after all, a friend in need is a friend indeed. People willconsider us as their good leader when we are interested in their problems and when we are willing to do something about it. Nobody wants to be led by a hypocritical man, someone who pretends to help them instead of helping them. An uncompassionate leader would do everything possible in order to fulfill his purpose even if he should kill many people, without compassion a leader will become a powerful bloodthirsty man.A Compassionate leader will rescue those who are perishing. As a leader only compassion canforce you to solve the problems of others.Compassion won’t keep us idle when it comes to the problems of others. It activates our willingness to do something in order to solve a given challenge. The compassion of a good leader should never cease as long as the problems of those who are led remain. 

	Forgiveness is our capacity to accept the excuses of those who have offended, wronged and hurt us from one way orthe other, whether they are closerto us or afar off.It is our capacity to forget what they have done into us. Forgiveness is the best means of preventing or avoiding a crisis. Forgiveness is granted when someonerecognizeshis guiltiness, makesup his mind to present his excuses and to take asingle-minded commitment to abandon them. A good leader is accountable to the services of quality he renders to others, because he is called to take decision in the name of many people and to fulfill them for their welfare. It may happen that a leader becomes guilty in his deeds or words; he should have the boldness to ask forgiveness before everybody.Forgiveness doesn’t belong to the weak but is the quality of the strong and humble people. It is our capacity to master ourselves. Forgiveness means that if others can forgive our bad words and actions we can also forgive their bad words and actions. Forgiveness doesn’t retaliate or behave hypocritically; it excuses those who sincerely repent of their offenses. Forgiveness doesn’t exclude the fact that a person or nation takes some cautions in order to avoid such a situation to happen again. We certainly heard about the Law of Moses that said an eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth, even today this law is applied in some countries known as death penalty, for instance when you kill somebody you would be killed also. This law that allows death penalty, haslong been debated in many societies, namely whether we should kill a person who willingly killed. When we face a challenge like that we are tempted to know whether we should forgive or not, didn’t Jesus tell us to forgive those who have offended us? After all, Jesus forbad us to kill, you shall not kill is one of the commandments of God. What we should know in such a situation is that, forgiveness doesn’t know any boundary;it should accept the excuses of those who really repentedfrom their sins but should not exclude the possibility of sanctions. Forgiveness would not allow the killing of someone who killed but can put the person who killed into a prison so that he can’t kill again; it is only when the person demonstrates a real capacity to change that we can free him. Depending on circumstances, the person who asksforgivenessshould always be ready to accept the consequences and the person who should forgive must avoid nourishing the spirit of retaliation when the guilty really repented. This remind us of the mercy of God that forgave the brigand on the cross when he was about to die. To refuse forgiveness implies that you are thoroughly righteous to the point that you don’t need others to forgive you or that you don’t need the forgiveness of God.  

	It happened that God was unhappy with the city of Nineveh because, the sins of the people of that city were great before him. God wanted to destroy that city but sent his leader Jonah to give them a chance to repent from their sins. Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me (Jonah 1: 2). Jonah rose up in order to flee into another country because he was uncompassionate;he thought that the people of the city deserved their punishment and that if he was unsuccessful to go into this city then God would have surely punished them, this was exactly his plan. He entered into a shipto flee to Tarshish. All of a sudden, God sent a mighty wind to the point that the ship was about to make a shipwreck. While people were crying and looking for solution Jonah was sleeping, he knew that it was God who was acting because he was unhappy with him. After many attempts to save their lives, the people in the ship Hadn’t any choice but to yield to the solution of Jonah to throw him into the sea. Jonah thought that he was going to die in the sea and his mission to go to Nineveh would have become a failure. Eventually the men obeyed for the safety of their own life, they threw Jonah in the sea and the wind that was threatening the ship stopped, the angry sea became calm. Jonah had forgotten that it was God who divided the red sea before the children of Israel, the master of the sea sent a great fish which swallowed Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights (Jonah 1:17).The death he was expecting didn’t happen, it was when he realized his disobedience and repented wholeheartedly that God freed him. So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land (Jonah 2:10). This time Jonah couldn’t disobey the voice of God who had commanded him to go into Nineveh to warn them of their sins for the second time. And Jonah began to enter into the city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them. Then word came to the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne. And laid aside his robe, covered himselfwith sackcloth and sat in ashes (Jonah 3:4-6). The people and even the king recognized their own sins; their actions demonstrated that they undoubtedly repented and wanted to turn away from their sins. If God was able to forgive all their great sins after their repentance, who are we,to refuse the forgiveness of the sins of those who desired to repent and turn away sincerely from the sins they have committed against us. Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; And God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it (Jonah 3:10). Jonah was unhappy because God forgave the sins of the city, but God wanted to show into Jonas that he was unforgiving and guilty. He expresslymade a plant to grow near where Jonah was resting, Jonah was happy because the plant gave him shade, but he woke up one day and found that the plant had disappeared, he was unhappy because of the plant, he had compassion on the plant but couldn’t have compassion on the people of Ninevehlike God forgave him when he was fleeing to another country. But the Lord said, “You have had pity on the plant for which you had not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a nightand perished in a night. And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right and their left–and much livestock? (Jonah 4:10-11).

	16. A GOOD LEADER IS A GOOD TEACHER.

	A good teacher is someone who has the ability to fully transmit his knowledge or that of others to his students or learners. We are all learners because in this life we can never finish to learn. However the way we learn would depend in part of the teacher. Not everyone is called to be a teacher, although many profess to be teachers. A teacher who is knowledgeable and skillful may not be able to transfer his knowledge or skill into his students. That’s exactly, the same thing, a good leader is a good teacher. He is supposed to be knowledgeable and skillful but also gifted in the way he transmits his know-how into the people he is leading. Knowledge and skill are not enough to qualify us as good leader or asgood teacher.The way we speak, explain, convince, treat our students and the way they will learn from us willdetermine in part whether we are a good teacher or not. A good leader is called to take decisions and make choices in the name of many people. The way we would defend our projects and plans will determine whether people will understand and follow our ideas. A good leader is a good teacher, he should care for his people, and he should always make an assessment to see whether his program has an impact in the life of his students or people that he is leading. He must have the desire and passion to help his students when they don’t understand something about their learning or programs. Passion and love for what we are doing would motivate us to do it in the best possible way. A good leader or a good teacher should reproduce his knowledge in the life of his students. A good teacherwill produce a good student.A good leader will produce a good program. A good leader like the good teacher should know that he don’t hold the monopoly of knowledge forever, he is also a learner and he should never cease learning. A truth today may be false tomorrow; the knowledge of today may be false tomorrow. A good leader should never relax in his learning. He should constantly be looking for new efficient methods of learning and transferring his knowledge and skill in a most sophisticated way. A good leader is a carrier builder; his program must give hope to the people and better their lives.The future of all nations is laid on the shoulders of good leaders or good teachers.What’s Development? It is all about the best application of knowledge and the know-how, the capacity to do what others can’t do, or have never done. This knowledge and know-how depend greatly on the one who possesses them and who can transmit them to others. They depend on the programs of the leaders and the ability of others to implement it properly. That’s why a nation should be very careful in the way he appoints his leaders or teachers,not every knowledgeable person is called a good leader or a good,teacher, only those who are able to implement their programs efficiently or transmit their knowledge efficiently are called good leaders. A nation should know that good leaders or teachers play an important role forsustainable development and that we must not joke when we are appointing them.They should demonstrate a strong capability of mastering this mission and should deserve all the attentions of the nation. There is no better secret for development more thanthe best application of knowledge.Show me a developed nation and I would show you a best system of education, good teachers or leaders. A teacher or a leader should not have any other concern, if not to transmit his knowledge in the best possible way. For instance, the good teacher should pay attention on the way his students are learning. He should guide them by enumerating the best books that they must read in order to get the fullness of the knowledge they are looking for. A good leader should have a written book of his projects for long or short term development, wellthought and explained, that would convince, foster and motivate others. A good leader should not wait the approval of everybody in order to implement his good programs, when all his plans and decisions are clear and sure he should act without delay. 

	17. A GOOD LEADER IS STRATEGIC.

	We may have a great knowledgeand power but without a good strategy we are nothing.Everything we get in life requires strategies. The best application of knowledge requires good strategies.The military people know very well how strategy plays the most important role in any battle. Without a good strategy you are defeated already. What is the meaning of strategy?It is a plan we put in action in order to reach our purpose. The efficientthestrategies, the better the results.A good leader is called to be strategic; he should have good plansfor the accomplishment of good purposes. Without good strategic leaders, a nation can never experiment itstakeoff towards long lasting development. You may have good purposes, but without a good plan you may never reach them. Let us say for instance, I want to go to the US, that is my purpose.  To reach that purpose you need some plans. You will sit down and calculate, to know how many money will take you there, how you can have this amount of money by working hard or by lending the money from a person and how you can get your Visa. A good strategic man would know that it is not only money that would allow him to enter in the US;He would know exactly how to match his good purposes with what the Americans are expecting in order to get his Visa, the kind of strangers they are looking for in their countries, the type of Job that are available for them. He will get all the required information from those who have spent many years in the US. Development, success and victories depend on the good strategies we put in place.

	Once upon a time, the French army was engaged in a tough battle under thecommandment of Napoleon, his soldiers were tired and were not motivated to move forward. Although they were numerically inferior, Napoleon knew that they could be able to conquer only if he could stir up or boost the boldness of his men. He put quickly a strategy in place. There was a bridge of hope behind them which could allow hiswarriors to cross in order to escape if they were attacked. To boost the boldness of the people he destroyed that bridge, in fact there was no other possibility to go back, the battle became another battle, it is was now a matter of life or death, a matter of fighting manly or dying foolishly. The soldiers saw that their hope of going back was lost, they didn’t have any other choice if not to fight, theyeventually won the battle with their small number. That is an example of a good strategy applied by the leader Napoleon. Good strategies are wisdom in action. The accomplishment of every purpose dependsstrongly on our strategies.The means we have are important but the strategies we use to realize them are yet better. Never underestimates the power of strategy.The most efficient the strategy, the better the result. It is therefore important for a leader to think well about his strategy before acting.  Where do we find our strategies? We can have them through our imagination, when reading also the story of others,why they failed, how they succeeded brilliantly in their projects. 

	The best strategic leader who ever existed was the Lord Jesus Christ.He was strategic in His teaching,in His answers and in the way He used his power. His teaching was based mainly on love; He came to bring perfection to the Law of Moses. He changed the law of talion, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth with that of love. He told us that to be considered a son of God we must be or act like Him. But I say to you love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. For he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Matthew 5:44-45). Jesus wanted to reveal to those who will follow or believe in him that if God who has the power to destroy his enemies can forgive them, we as human being should do likewise. He wanted toreveal that the kingdom of God is different from the kingdom of the devil because it is characterized by love and forgiveness.Jesus was full of the knowledge of God; He didn’t go to any biblical school but his teaching was above that of the other teachers because He is part of God. How do we know that Jesus was coming from God? Through his teachings and miracles. Jesus was a strategic man; He demonstrated his kingship when He healed lepers and paralytics, opened the eyes of the blinds, the ears of the deaf, the mouths of the dumbs, commanded the storm to stop and chased demons.When He had come to the other side to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass by that way. And suddenly, they cried out, saying, “what have we to do with You, Jesus, You son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time? (Matthew 8:28-29).Because of his teachings and the miracles he did some of the religious leaders were divided,some said that he was coming from God but others refused this theory. Don’t wait till everybody believes in you before you act. Were there some miracles who could reveal his lordship forever? In the history of the bible, when we remembered very well, the magicians in Egypt and even today have never been able to do the miracle of raising a death. May be if he was successful in accomplishing this miracle people would have believed in him. 

	It happened that the son of a woman died, people revealed their inability to solve such a situation by putting him in a coffin, on their way to bury him, Jesus drew nigh to the bier and commanded the child to come out and he rose from death. When the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, do not weep. Then He came and touched the open coffin, and thosewho carried him stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, Arise” So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And he presented him to his mother (Luke 7:13-15). In another occasion Jesus demonstrated again his belonging to God when He raised a little girl who was dead. While people were mourning and crying because that was only what they could do, Jesus came and told them that the girl was sleeping. When Jesus came into the ruler’s house and saw the flute player and the noisy crowd wailing, He said to them, “Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him. But when the crowd was put outside, He went in and took her by thehand, and the girl arose (Matthew 9:23-25).All these miracles normally were enough to remove the doubt of the people but unfortunately some of them were still not yet convinced of his lordship.  Jesus went further with his miracles, this time it was his friend Lazarus that was dead and buried in the grave four days ago. After four days, Jesus came to the grave of this man with a great multitude of people,Lazarus was certainly stinking. The skeptics began to wonder again, what can He do?Jesus commanded that the stone be removed and with a loud voice he said: Lazarus comes out. All of a sudden his flesh came again; his spirit and soul were restored back and the man stood up on his feet and came out. Then they took away the stone where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. “And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You have sent Me”. Now when he had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died came out, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go” (John 11:42-44). Instead of rejoicing because of this miracle, the religious leaders were more offended and wanted to kill him. Why did they want to kill him?Because his works were better than their own, he was able to do what they couldn’t do;he was gaining popularity and because prophetically Jesus should die in order to remove the sins of many.Why God himself wanted the death of Jesus? Because there were no other solutions, we have all sinned and come short of His glory. The blood of animals which was accepted in the old days is no more efficient to remove our many sins and give us victory over sin. A pure blood should be shed, which is more excellent than that of the animals. That was exactly the purpose of his coming, to die on our behalf, so that those who will believe in him will have the redemption of their sins and that they might have dominion over them. His death and resurrection symbolize, that He took our sins, was punished on our behalf and made us a new creature without sins. Nobody or devil cannot accuse us before God. For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16). The purpose of the coming of Jesus wasnot to judge and condemn the world but that the world might be saved from the judgment to come. He is love but also righteous in his judgment. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear the second time, apart from sin, for salvation (Hebrews 9:27-28). If the One who could raise the dead people could tell us that there is a judgment after death, you better believe Him. He gave the story of one man name Lazarus, this Lazarus was different from the one He raised from the death. He was a beggar who came to ask some help at the door of a rich man, this man refused to help the poor man even though he had enough riches. Our privileges and riches are but for a moment.They both die, the poor man found himself in paradise not because he was poor but because he was righteous and the rich man found himself in hell because of his wickedness. He was crying and asking Abraham to help him, but it was impossible, he wanted Abraham to send someone from the dead to warn his brethren from the danger that was awaiting them. But Abraham told him that if they were not able to listen to the prophets, then they would not repent even if someone rose from the dead. That was right; even though Jesus raised three persons from death yet some people refused to believehim and wanted rather to kill him. AndI saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books (Revelation 20:11-12). The books containthe deeds of each person from the first to the last. And anyone not found writtenin the Book of Life, was cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15). And the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot him out of my book (Exodus 32:33). Jesus came just to give us another chance to have a sure and secured way of writing our names in the book of life. In the beginning many didn’t understand the mission of His coming, they thought that He would come down from heaven with a great crown and power so that everybody would see Him, but Jesus wanted to accomplish his mission before the devil knew what was happening. If He had manifested his power like that nobody would have accepted to kill Him. But his death was inevitable to save the world wide. He knew the shame, humiliation and brutality he was going to face, nevertheless He wanted to sacrifice himself for those He loved. By this we known love, because he laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren (1 John 3:16). Greater love has no man than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends (John 15:13). If God could sacrifice and humble himself in order to save us, it means that He will not tolerate any sin in his kingdom. If the people of Nineveh could repent at the preaching of Jonah, God is not unrighteous to accept any people who will not repent from his sins. The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation, and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here (Jesus)(Matthew 12:41). The more Jesus was trying to convince the people, the more they were ready to kill him. The religious leaders were afraid of Jesus because He was becoming more and more popular; they made up their mind to kill Him. In fact theirdecision to kill Him was bad and good in the same time. Bad because they wanted to kill a guiltless person, good because through His death we would have eternal life. Eventually, they were successful in their mission although Jesus had the power to defend himself. He couldn’t use it because He wanted to save the world wide. They mocked and scourged Him, put a thorn of crown upon His head and crucified Him. On his cross, He asked God to forgive them, meaning that He was giving an opportunity to everybody including those who crucified him to receive forgiveness of their sins. The body of Jesus was then laid into a grave secureby soldiers. His disciples fled away and were discouraged because there Leader was no more there.After three days, all of a sudden, the door of the grave which was closed by a great stone was rolled away by a mighty angel. Unbelievable, the grave was empty; Jesus was raised and was no more there. The angel wanted the soldiers to be aware of that, this time they couldn’t do anything with their weapons before a powerful angel. The people who cameto the grave to worship their master were also eye witnesses. The one who was dead before their eyesresurrected and appeared before their eyes. Was there any other better proof to convince them again? Jesus had fulfilled his mission strategically, he couldn’t remain on earth again, He went where he was living before, that is to say in heaven. SoThen, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God (Mark 16:19).He made a secure way for every citizen of the world to have full access into his kingdom, the choice belongs to us, He will never force us to believe in Him but He willcertainly be righteous in His Judgment. He is willing at every moment to accept all those who will believe in Him, confess and abandon their sins. His words and promises can never fail. He is very patient, always ready to welcome us, our 1000yearsis equal to one day before God.Even our unbelief will never nullify his words. Until now God has never failed in his promises, what He said He did it and what is not yet accomplished, He is certainly going to fulfill it. Better believes in Him, instead of stubbornly refusing to put your confidence in him. What if, after your death you face an angry and unmerciful God?If Jesus could tell the story of the poor and rich man, we need to be very careful about the way we live. If God could allow Jesus to come on this earth of sin, to humble himself and sacrifice himself on the Calvary cross just because of our sins, I don’t think we will be able to find excuses before God, once we die as a sinner as it was the case of the rich man. Would not the coming of Jesusbe vain?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	REFERENCES

	Devenezun grand leader, 2012, édition nouveaux horizons, page 231-233.

	James C. Rees in his book George Washington’s Leadership Lessons: what the father of our country can teach us about effective leadership and character, p.122

	THE HOLY BIBLE, New King James version by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

	www.yali.state.gov

	http://www.acecommunites.ca/

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	WRITTEN BOOKS

	LOVE WHAT IS IT?/QU'EST CE QUE L'AMOUR ?

	WHO IS GOD?/QUI EST DIEU ?

	A GOOD LEADER/UN BON LEADER

	HOW TO BECOME MORE THAN A CONQUEROR/COMMENT DEVENIR PLUS QUE VAINQUEUR

	INFALLIBLE STEPS LEADING TO SUCCESS/LES PAS INFAILLIBLES QUI MENENT AU SUCCES

	THE WHOLE TRUTH/TOUTE LA VERITE

	THE KEY OF ALL SUCCESSES/LA CLE DE TOUS LES SUCCES

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


