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Foreword



Egon Schiele (1890 - 1918) was an
Austrian painter, a protégé of Gustav Klimt and important
figurative painter of the early 20th century. The twisted body
shapes and the expressive line that characterize his paintings and
drawings mark the artist as one an earliest exponent of
Expressionism. In Schiele’s early years, he was strongly influenced
by Klimt and Kokoschka but soon evolved into his own characteristic
style. Some critics view Schiele's work as being grotesque, erotic,
pornographic, or disturbing, focusing on sex, death, and discovery.
Shiele answered to them in that way:



“To restrict the artist is a crime. It
is to murder germinating life“.



He was born in 1890 in
Lower Austria as the third child in his family.
His father was a rail-road civil servant who died in 1905. His
uncle became his protector but did not support his artistic career.
Nevertheless, Schiele entered the academy in
Vienna where he quickly ran into difficulties
with his teacher, the then famous Professor Griepenkerl.



In 1907 he met Gustav Klimt, whom he
admired, who assisted him in obtaining his first commissions and
who influenced his early drawing style. Following Klimt's
suggestion, Schiele entered four paintings in the Vienna
International Exhibition of 1909, where works by Oskar Kokoschka
and Vincent Van Gogh were also shown. In the same year he left the
academy and, with other young artists, formed the short-lived
artist group "Neukunstgruppe"; however, the first exhibition was
not successful. By 1910 he had found his own style with its strong
emphasis on the contour line and vibrant colors.



In 1911 he moved to the small town
of Krumau, where he painted a number of
townscapes. His lifestyle caused problems in the town and he moved
with his model Wally Neuziel to Neulengbach where in 1912 he was
arrested and charged with immorality and seduction. Some of his
drawings were confiscated; one was even burned by the judge in the
courtroom. He spent 24 traumatic days in jail and returned
to Vienna upon his release.



His first important exhibitions were
held in Germany: in 1913 in the famous
Galerie Goltz in Munich and in the
Folkwangmuseum in Hagen, followed by
one-man exhibits in Hamburg,
Breslau, Stuttgart, and
Berlin, where the Expressionist journal Die
Aktion published his drawings as well as his poetry. In 1915 he
married Edith Harms, and a few days later he was drafted into the
army. After having been assigned to guard Russian prisoners of war,
the Die Aktion journal published a special issue with his drawings
and the Berlin Sezession exhibited his works.
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