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Foreword

Degas began studying law in
Paris in 1853, though he soon turned his
attention to copying works in the Louvre. Later, he entered the
studio of Louis Lamothe, who was a pupil of Ingres and also studied
at the École des Beaux-Arts. He left Paris
in July 1856 to study independently in
Rome, where he filled sketchbooks and sheets
with studies of models and copies of old masters. Study of a Male
Nude dates from his first year in Rome
and reflects the artist's early academic efforts.



Thirty-eight sketchbooks by Degas have
survived essentially intact. They cover the period between 1853 and
1886 and constitute the most significant sustained record of any
Impressionist artist. His early sketchbook contains diligent
student work, such as sketches of antique statuary and copies of
Renaissance frescoes and paintings. The subjects range from the
whimsical to the thoughtful, with quick portraits of dinner guests,
sketches of dancers, and scenes from a Turkish bath in the later
notebook.



Degas' much-heralded explorations of
dancers—in rehearsal, on stage, and at rest—began in the 1870s and
intensified during the ensuing decades. This period also marked the
beginning of his success as an artist. One of Degas' principal
concerns as a draftsman was analyzing the movements and gestures of
the female body. On view are several drawings featuring dancers,
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