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				Make the most of

			

		

		
			
				About the book

			

		

		
			
				snorkeling in the Red Sea

			

		

		
			
				Red Sea snorkeling - Sharm el Sheikh, Hurghada, Marsa Alam

			

		

		
			
				ISBN 978-87-7056-176-1, 1. edition, 2023 BIOS Publishing, Denmark

			

		

		
			
				© Text and photos by Dennis Lisbjerg

			

		

		
			
				ver1-01.indd, ebook

			

		

		
			
				Sc hooling species

			

		

		
			
				What can you do?

			

		

		
			
				see more:

			

		

		
			
				Schooling species

			

		

		
			
				www.redseasnorkeling.com

			

		

		
			
				You can do several things

			

		

		
			
				Thesunisthesourceofalllife.Thusthemostproduc-

			

		

		
			
				tivepartofthereefisthetop.Thecoralsthriveand

			

		

		
			
				algaegrowfast.Severalfishspecieshavemadeitalife

			

		

		
			
				to enhance your snorkeling

			

		

		
			
				strategytocruisealongreefflatsandupperreefslopes

			

		

		
			
				andfeedonthefilamentousalgaegrowth.

			

		

		
			
				duskyspinefootcanhave

			

		

		
			
				Dusky spinefoot

			

		

		
			
				Theirordinaryshapeand

			

		

		
			
				changecanhappenwithin

			

		

		
			
				Schoolingcanserveasprotectionfrompredatorsbutcan

			

		

		
			
				differentcoloursandpat-

			

		

		
			
				asecond.Seeforyourself

			

		

		
			
				dullcoloursmakethem

			

		

		
			
				Siganusluridus¤

			

		

		
			
				alsobeastrategytooverwhelmterritorialherbivorefish

			

		

		
			
				byfollowingagroupfora

			

		

		
			
				easytooverlook.Also,it

			

		

		
			
				terns.Fromolive-greento

			

		

		
			
				experience. You can:

			

		

		
			
				species,thatwishtodefendtheir‘algaegarden’.Often

			

		

		
			
				Spinefoot/Rabbitfishare

			

		

		
			
				makesthespinefootlook

			

		

		
			
				verydarkbrown.Butitcan

			

		

		
			
				whileastheyrovealong

			

		

		
			
				theschoolsofblackfisharemadeupofseveralspecies.

			

		

		
			
				commoningroupsonthe

			

		

		
			
				thereeftop.

			

		

		
			
				harmlessbuttheyhave

			

		

		
			
				alsohavehorisontalstripes

			

		

		
			
				Andifyoulookcarefullyyoucantellthedifference.

			

		

		
			
				upperreefandinlagoons.

			

		

		
			
				venomousfinespines.The

			

		

		
			
				orbemottled.Thecolour

			

		

		
			
				20cm

			

		

		
			
				1) make sure you have the

			

		

		
			
				right equipment 2) know

			

		

		
			
				how to use it 3) obtain

			

		

		
			
				knowledge about the ma-

			

		

		
			
				rine life. In this book the

			

		

		
			
				focus is on the latter of the

			

		

		
			
				Indian sail-fin

			

		

		
			
				three.

			

		

		
			
				surgeonfish

			

		

		
			
				zebrasomadesjardinii

			

		

		
			
				Ofteninpairs,butcanbe

			

		

		
			
				Once you can name some

			

		

		
			
				quiteblack/browninthe

			

		

		
			
				coloursandthusdifficultto

			

		

		
			
				distinguishfromtheother

			

		

		
			
				of the fishes, you better

			

		

		
			
				Honeycomb filefish

			

		

		
			
				Brown surgeonfish

			

		

		
			
				Striated surgeonfish

			

		

		
			
				Yellowtail tang

			

		

		
			
				fishonthispage.Thejuve-

			

		

		
			
				nilesarealone,butamaz-

			

		

		
			
				Acanthurusnigrofuscus

			

		

		
			
				Cantherhinespardalis

			

		

		
			
				Zebrasomaxanthurum

			

		

		
			
				Ctenochaetusstriatus

			

		

		
			
				notice when you see new

			

		

		
			
				inginbodyshape,andwith

			

		

		
			
				Belongstothesurgeonfish

			

		

		
			
				Solitary,butmaylookvery

			

		

		
			
				Theorangespotsonthe

			

		

		
			
				Allbrownish,butcanbe

			

		

		
			
				yellowstripes.40cm

			

		

		
			
				family.Sometimesinpairs.

			

		

		
			
				similartotheotherblack

			

		

		
			
				headcansometimesbe

			

		

		
			
				recognisedbytheyellow/

			

		

		
			
				Learnmoreabout

			

		

		
			
				fish.Recognisablebythe

			

		

		
			
				difficulttosee.Oftenpart

			

		

		
			
				orangepectoralfins.Often

			

		

		
			
				20cm

			

		

		
			
				theschoolingspe-

			

		

		
			
				species. It also makes it

			

		

		
			
				ofmixedspeciesschools.

			

		

		
			
				partofmixedspecies

			

		

		
			
				whitemarkontheupperpart

			

		

		
			
				ciesontopofthe

			

		

		
			
				juvenile

			

		

		
			
				reef.

			

		

		
			
				ofcaudalpenducle.15cm

			

		

		
			
				schools.26cm

			

		

		
			
				21cm

			

		

		
			
				18

			

		

		
			
				19

			

		

		
			
				18

			

		

		
			
				19

			

		

		
			
				easier to discover new

			

		

		
			
				About the author

			

		

		
			
				About the book

			

		

		
			
				is only a selection of about

			

		

		
			
				details. For example to see

			

		

		
			
				This book about Red Sea

			

		

		
			
				The idea behind this book

			

		

		
			
				115 common species. But

			

		

		
			
				the differences in their be-

			

		

		
			
				fish was created out of en-

			

		

		
			
				is to provide an overview

			

		

		
			
				1,200+ species are known

			

		

		
			
				haviour or preferred place

			

		

		
			
				thusiasm for the wonders

			

		

		
			
				of the most common fishes

			

		

		
			
				for the Red Sea!

			

		

		
			
				to hang out.

			

		

		
			
				of the marine life in the

			

		

		
			
				that you may encounter

			

		

		
			
				It is the aim that you get

			

		

		
			
				While in the water, it can

			

		

		
			
				Red Sea.

			

		

		
			
				during a snorkeling trip

			

		

		
			
				an idea of the most com-

			

		

		
			
				be difficult to remember

			

		

		
			
				along the coral reefs of the

			

		

		
			
				mon fishes. You need to

			

		

		
			
				all the colours of a fish in

			

		

		
			
				Red Sea. The fishes are not

			

		

		
			
				Dennis Lisbjerg, marine

			

		

		
			
				look into detailed litera-

			

		

		
			
				order to look it up once

			

		

		
			
				biologist and author of

			

		

		
			
				presented in the normal

			

		

		
			
				ture to find more informa-

			

		

		
			
				you are back on land.

			

		

		
			
				this book, is a passionate

			

		

		
			
				way, where all are ordered

			

		

		
			
				tion of a particular species

			

		

		
			
				Therefore I highly recom-

			

		

		
			
				snorkeler. He had his first

			

		

		
			
				systematically after the

			

		

		
			
				or to find the names of

			

		

		
			
				mend that you bring a

			

		

		
			
				genus and family. In this

			

		

		
			
				dive into the Red Sea more

			

		

		
			
				other species. This book

			

		

		
			
				camera. Not only to take

			

		

		
			
				than 20 years ago. He has

			

		

		
			
				book they are ordered

			

		

		
			
				uses the English FAO global

			

		

		
			
				pictures of the spectacu-

			

		

		
			
				worked at the National

			

		

		
			
				more according to habitat

			

		

		
			
				common names as found at

			

		

		
			
				lar moments, but also the

			

		

		
			
				Institute of Aquatic Re-

			

		

		
			
				and colour, so that fishes

			

		

		
			
				fishbase.org.

			

		

		
			
				fishes that you want to

			

		

		
			
				take lots of pictures!

			

		

		
			
				With a little practice you

			

		

		
			
				sources in Denmark for

			

		

		
			
				that look similar and live

			

		

		
			
				Also remember, that

			

		

		
			
				identify later on. It is much

			

		

		
			
				can easily dive 3-5 meters

			

		

		
			
				Bringing a camera can

			

		

		
			
				more than 15 years and

			

		

		
			
				the same place, are shown

			

		

		
			
				marine life is made up of

			

		

		
			
				easier to count the number

			

		

		
			
				down and quickly take a

			

		

		
			
				quickly turn the snorkeling

			

		

		
			
				frequents the Red Sea to

			

		

		
			
				next to each other.

			

		

		
			
				thousands of other organ-

			

		

		
			
				of stripes or see the co-

			

		

		
			
				trip into a hunt for motifs.

			

		

		
			
				shot. The secrets to tak-

			

		

		
			
				snorkel with his family -

			

		

		
			
				You will meet fish not de-

			

		

		
			
				isms in particular inverte-

			

		

		
			
				lours on the fins on a photo

			

		

		
			
				It is good fun!

			

		

		
			
				ing underwater photos are:

			

		

		
			
				wife and two children.

			

		

		
			
				scribed in this book. Here

			

		

		
			
				brates (see page 38-40).

			

		

		
			
				than to memorise it all.

			

		

		
			
				get close to the object and

			

		

		
			
				- Happy hunting!

			

		

		
			
				About the website

			

		

		
			
				www.redseasnorkeling.com

			

		

		
			
				You can find more information about the Red Sea marine

			

		

		
			
				life, and how to snorkel on the website:

			

		

		
			
				www.redseasnorkeling.com

			

		

		
			
				On the site you can get bonus material linked to the book

			

		

		
			
				(use QR-code links): e.g. more photos of juveniles,lists of

			

		

		
			
				different common names, and learn more about the reef.
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				Fish anatomy

			

		

		
			
				Behaviour

			

		

		
			
				What are they doing?

			

		

		
			
				Fish structure

			

		

		
			
				Many of the active fish are busy swimming about feed-

			

		

		
			
				Though fishes have very different shape, they are all

			

		

		
			
				ing. But they could also be busy in reproduction - either

			

		

		
			
				build around the same basic layout. Some have longer

			

		

		
			
				by defending a territory or looking after eggs. Some are

			

		

		
			
				fins while some have shorter ones. Some have fins with

			

		

		
			
				interacting, perhaps by getting cleaned by other fish.

			

		

		
			
				spines while some are only with soft rays. Some fins have

			

		

		
			
				A large stationary group is just waiting for the sun to set.

			

		

		
			
				colours while some are clear.

			

		

		
			
				Same basis

			

		

		
			
				There is also a wide difference in how fishes swim. Some

			

		

		
			
				use their tail, but there are many coral fish that primar-

			

		

		
			
				Though the basis is the

			

		

		
			
				ily use their pectoral fins or dorsal and anal fins to move

			

		

		
			
				same, the appearance can

			

		

		
			
				about on the reef.

			

		

		
			
				be quite different among

			

		

		
			
				All the differences are useful when you wish to deter-

			

		

		
			
				fish. E.g. the fin rays and

			

		

		
			
				mine the species: colors, shape and locomotion.

			

		

		
			
				the many spines of the

			

		

		
			
				Devil lionfish.

			

		

		
			
				tail (caudal fin)

			

		

		
			
				dorsal fin

			

		

		
			
				dorsal fin

			

		

		
			
				soft rays

			

		

		
			
				caudal peduncle

			

		

		
			
				Waiting

			

		

		
			
				Staying alert

			

		

		
			
				Feeding

			

		

		
			
				Schooling fish have the

			

		

		
			
				Many species are nocturnal

			

		

		
			
				Goatfishes (p. 10) use their

			

		

		
			
				or primarily feed in the

			

		

		
			
				advantage of sharing the

			

		

		
			
				mouth barbels to find small

			

		

		
			
				lookout for potential

			

		

		
			
				twilight. They spend most

			

		

		
			
				invertebrates in the sand

			

		

		
			
				of the daytime hours hiding

			

		

		
			
				dangers. If you approach

			

		

		
			
				and dig them out. The

			

		

		
			
				under overhangs, in crevic-

			

		

		
			
				the Chocolatedip chromis

			

		

		
			
				hogfish following closely,

			

		

		
			
				(p. 21) and one fish starts

			

		

		
			
				es or caves. The Blackspot

			

		

		
			
				and grab the prey first if

			

		

		
			
				snapper is one of them (see

			

		

		
			
				swimming towards safe-

			

		

		
			
				possible. The Mackerels (p.

			

		

		
			
				page 22).

			

		

		
			
				heaven among the corals -

			

		

		
			
				36) feed on zooplankton,

			

		

		
			
				the rest will soon follow.

			

		

		
			
				and swim around with the

			

		

		
			
				See videos and

			

		

		
			
				learn more about

			

		

		
			
				mouth open filtering the

			

		

		
			
				pectoral fin

			

		

		
			
				fish behaviour at

			

		

		
			
				water through the gills.

			

		

		
			
				the website.

			

		

		
			
				pelvic fin

			

		

		
			
				Getting cleaned

			

		

		
			
				anal fin

			

		

		
			
				Bluestreak cleaner wrasse

			

		

		
			
				can be found in all coral

			

		

		
			
				Symbols used

			

		

		
			
				rich areas from the inner

			

		

		
			
				When you see the QR code

			

		

		
			
				There are a few symbols

			

		

		
			
				¤ venomous

			

		

		
			
				lagoons to seaward reefs.

			

		

		
			
				on a page, it means that

			

		

		
			
				used In this book:

			

		

		
			
				Indicates a venomous spe-

			

		

		
			
				It stays in cleaner stations

			

		

		
			
				you can see a video or get

			

		

		
			
				cies. Usually due to some

			

		

		
			
				where other fish come to

			

		

		
			
				more information at

			

		

		
			
				♀ symbol for females

			

		

		
			
				substance that can be re-

			

		

		
			
				♀

			

		

		
			
				be cleaned, and it feeds

			

		

		
			
				www.redseasnorkeling.com

			

		

		
			
				leased from spines on a fin,

			

		

		
			
				♂ symbol for males

			

		

		
			
				♂

			

		

		
			
				on the parasites and mucus

			

		

		
			
				barbs or other structure.

			

		

		
			
				from them. Cleaning sta-

			

		

		
			
				In some species there is

			

		

		
			
				tions are often occupied

			

		

		
			
				If you scan the

			

		

		
			
				● Red Sea only

			

		

		
			
				a difference in the colour

			

		

		
			
				by a pair of adults or a

			

		

		
			
				QR code on the

			

		

		
			
				Indicates a species that is

			

		

		
			
				between the sexes.

			

		

		
			
				group of juveniles. New

			

		

		
			
				pages with your

			

		

		
			
				restricted in geographi-

			

		

		
			
				visitors are usually greeted

			

		

		
			
				mobile phone

			

		

		
			
				cal distribution. It is only

			

		

		
			
				Sometimes there is also a

			

		

		
			
				by dance-like movements

			

		

		
			
				(or click on the

			

		

		
			
				found in the Red Sea area

			

		

		
			
				notable size difference.

			

		

		
			
				moving the body up and

			

		

		
			
				QR code in the pdf-version)

			

		

		
			
				(some in the Gulf of Aden

			

		

		
			
				Sizes indicated are com-

			

		

		
			
				down. - Try to approach

			

		

		
			
				it takes you directly to the

			

		

		
			
				or other locations nearby).

			

		

		
			
				mon sizes, sometimes

			

		

		
			
				slowly, and you might be

			

		

		
			
				relevant webpage.

			

		

		
			
				maximum sizes.
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				Top of the Reef

			

		

		
			
				Sohal surgeonfish

			

		

		
			
				Acanthurus sohal ●

			

		

		
			
				In some places it can be a

			

		

		
			
				very common species on

			

		

		
			
				Solitary species

			

		

		
			
				the outer reef flats ex-

			

		

		
			
				A lot of species can be found at the top of the reef, in

			

		

		
			
				posed to surge. It is highly

			

		

		
			
				the rubbles of the lagoon or the shallow reef flats. You

			

		

		
			
				aggressive in defending

			

		

		
			
				do not need to dive down, but can enjoy the colours

			

		

		
			
				its territory. Surgeonfishes

			

		

		
			
				while snorkeling at the surface. Many of the common

			

		

		
			
				have a pair of sharp scal-

			

		

		
			
				species are solitary. They will only make pairs or loose

			

		

		
			
				Regal angelfish

			

		

		
			
				Emperor angelfish

			

		

		
			
				Orange-lined

			

		

		
			
				pel-like blades hidden in a

			

		

		
			
				aggregations during reproduction periods. If you snorkel

			

		

		
			
				Pygoplites diacanthus

			

		

		
			
				Pomacanthus imperator

			

		

		
			
				fold at the base of the tail,

			

		

		
			
				triggerfish

			

		

		
			
				at the same reef for several days, you might notice some

			

		

		
			
				so do not provoke them.

			

		

		
			
				Balistapus undulatus

			

		

		
			
				species seem to stay at the same spot and perhaps try to

			

		

		
			
				Often near a crevice. It is

			

		

		
			
				Usually found somewhere

			

		

		
			
				40 cm

			

		

		
			
				scare other fish (or even you) off their territory. Others

			

		

		
			
				frequently caught for the

			

		

		
			
				within its large home

			

		

		
			
				Are very territorial by

			

		

		
			
				seem to belong nowhere and do random swimming along

			

		

		
			
				aquarium trade, but rarely

			

		

		
			
				range. It swims slowly

			

		

		
			
				nature, and may be aggres-

			

		

		
			
				the reef scanning for food.

			

		

		
			
				along the reef using the

			

		

		
			
				survives. 25 cm

			

		

		
			
				sive. 26 cm

			

		

		
			
				pectoral fins.The juvenile

			

		

		
			
				Elegant unicornfish

			

		

		
			
				have completely different

			

		

		
			
				Naso elegans

			

		

		
			
				colouring. 40 cm

			

		

		
			
				Often in small groups.

			

		

		
			
				Unicorn fishes have two

			

		

		
			
				pairs of fixed, sharp, keel-

			

		

		
			
				like blades at the tail. The

			

		

		
			
				other surgeonfishes have

			

		

		
			
				one pair. 40 cm

			

		

		
			
				Picasso triggerfish

			

		

		
			
				Rhinecanthus assasi ●

			

		

		
			
				Like other triggerfishes

			

		

		
			
				they usually swim using

			

		

		
			
				undulating second dorsal

			

		

		
			
				and anal fins. 30 cm
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				Bluethroat triggerfish

			

		

		
			
				Bicolor parrotfish

			

		

		
			
				Daisy parrotfish

			

		

		
			
				falls to the bottom. The

			

		

		
			
				Sufflamen albicaudatum ●

			

		

		
			
				Cetoscarus bicolor ●

			

		

		
			
				Chlorurus sordidus

			

		

		
			
				juveniles look very differ-

			

		

		
			
				Despite the name, the

			

		

		
			
				Parrotfishes have a large

			

		

		
			
				A very common parrotfish.

			

		

		
			
				ent from adults, as well as

			

		

		
			
				colour of the tail is usu-

			

		

		
			
				beak like mouth used for

			

		

		
			
				males from females. Large

			

		

		
			
				It has light coloured base

			

		

		
			
				ally giving it away from a

			

		

		
			
				biting off coral rock. You

			

		

		
			
				of tail, and is yellow/

			

		

		
			
				females turn into males.

			

		

		
			
				distance. 22 cm

			

		

		
			
				often find them releasing

			

		

		
			
				This is one of the largest

			

		

		
			
				brown below the eye. 40

			

		

		
			
				parrotfish species. 80 cm
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