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This book


A junior Cabinet Minister commissions Holmes to investigate alleged anti-competitive practices in the tobacco industry
A junior Cabinet Minister commissions Holmes to investigate alleged anti-competitive practices in the tobacco industry. Holmes already has a major Government commission on his hands and offers Watson’s investigative services instead.
Watson travels to the Aachen opera festival to observe the CEO of one of the companies before Holmes appears and tells Watson of an investigation of his own.
The story ends with an operatic flourish although at the end Holmes and Watson are unclear as to the cause and effects of the events that follow their investigation. The Minister, on the other hand, seems happy enough with the outcome.
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Orlando Pearson, creator of the well-known Redacted Sherlock Holmes series,  commutes into London during the day and communes with the spirits of Baker Street by night.
An international businessman, his interests include classical music, history, literature, current affairs, sport and economics. All these themes find their way into his stories which are being translated into German and Italian.
Mr Pearson is married with two children and lives near Wisteria Lodge.
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The Minister and the Moguls

It is with reluctance that I narrate the events that follow.

In all the other stories I have told, I have been able to
explain, even in the rare cases where the narrative did not
conclude with the apprehension of the criminal, what happened and
why it happened. While the events of this story are relatively
clear, and while the final result delivered was that sought by the
person who petitioned Holmes for his help, I did not understand
then and do not understand now, how this was achieved, or even if
the result achieved was the consequence of Holmes’s work.

Likewise, I am at a loss to explain some of the actions that
Holmes and others took following the resolution of this drama, and
the extent to which they are the result of the events I describe.
Holmes was always adamant in refusing to discuss this case with me
and, when he heard that I was committing it to my records, asked me
to delay publication of it until after the death of us both. Thus,
even if some sharp-eyed reader is able to identify the solution to
what remains to me an unsolved mystery, I would advise herewith
that there is no point in seeking me out to explain it to me.

I had returned to our lodgings from my club, where I had been
spending a lot of time. This was because Holmes had been largely
absent from Baker Street for some weeks and had not involved me in
any of his recent cases, if indeed there had been any.

When I opened the door to our living room, Sherlock Holmes was
sitting with a man who subsequently became a household name in one
of the two main political parties. He held a relatively lowly
Cabinet position at the time of this story. Afterwards, he left
government altogether for a period while remaining a backbench
Member of Parliament, but returned to a Cabinet role later, and
eventually attained the high office for which he was being already
widely tipped even at this early stage of his political career. His
true identity I shall withhold, just as I will withhold both the
year and even the decade of the events which this narrative
relates.

“Ah, Watson!” called out Holmes as soon as I had entered the
room. “You could not have come back at a better time! Mr Lawler is
engaged in outlining a problem which promises to be both unusual
and of the greatest interest.”

I was not a little shocked to find our humble lodgings hosting
Mr Lawler, but I took my seat and waited to hear what he had to
say. At Holmes’s request he started to explain his problem from the
beginning.

“Our government is in the process of drawing up its budget for
the next financial year,” said Mr Lawler smoothly, as he lit a
cigarette. “It will be delivered to the House in two weeks from
today. Drawing up a budget is normally a question of so plucking
the goose as to obtain the largest possible amount of feathers with
the least possible amount of hissing, but this year we have a
pressing requirement to increase our revenues so as to meet some
particular government needs. The Royal Navy, the principal reason
for this country’s lofty international power, is in urgent need of
strengthening and we are looking to raise extra money next year to
do this.”

Mr Lawler paused to draw on his cigarette before contimuing.

“One of the government’s principal sources of revenue is from
the taxation of tobacco, but we seem to have reached a limit on the
amount we can extract from this source. Our tobacco retail prices
are the highest in Europe. We cannot therefore obtain more money by
forcing up the retail price of tobacco further, as all that will
happen is that demand for home-sourced tobacco would decline, with
the shortfall met by increased smuggling of lower-priced product
sourced from ove [...]
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