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This book


When a desperate Inspector Lestrade appeals to Sherlock Holmes for help, the great detective decides to risk much more than his reputation.
Once again he keeps Doctor Watson in the dark, as he dons a disguise and embarks on a mysterious and dangerous mission.
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1.

As I look back through my notes for the autumn of 1895, I
realise that the glut of cases, with which my good friend Sherlock
Holmes and I had been inundated, will provide me with enough source
material for my humble literary offerings, for some time to
come.

A brief respite had allowed Holmes the opportunity to resume his
violin compositions, but that was a process that did not exactly
induce an atmosphere in which I could proceed with my own form of
creativity. I tried my best to block out the discordant screeching
that Holmes’ beleaguered instrument had been continuously forced to
produce. However, I soon realised that my references to the cases
of the Nervous Mariner and The Armour of Charlemagne would remain
as nothing more than that, unless my friend postponed his torturous
recitals!

“Really Holmes, I am certain that even Beethoven must have given
himself and those around him, an occasional recess from his great
works!” I protested while slamming my note book shut with violent
frustration. I was relieved and surprised to note that Holmes was
prepared to respond to my outburst in an unexpectedly affable
manner.

“Oh my dear fellow, I did not realise that my harmless attempts
at musical composition would provide you with such distress.
Naturally, I shall cease at once.” Holmes smiled while placing his
violin back upon its rest.

“Holmes, I do apologise, but you must realise that you were
making it impossible for me to concentrate upon my notes.”

Holmes dismissed my attempt at appeasement with a dramatic
flourish of his arm as he moved over to the fireplace. From here he
collected together all the plugs and dot [...]
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