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  1539 -1550


1539

CONCERNING THEINHABITANTS OF THE
EARTH MARSSpirits appeared in front to the left, who were said to
be from the earth Mars, and who declared themselves to be holy; not
that they were holy [in themselves], but the Lord, who is the Only
Good, is their holiness.

1540

As tothe life of the inhabitants of
that earth, I heard that they live in societies, but not under
governments, the societies being such that they perceive
immediately from the face, eyes, and speech, thus externally,
whether they are among true associates, whom they thus recognize,
and to whom they adjoin themselves, so as out of many to make one.
In this manner, they know how to choose such companions for
themselves as are congenial in temper and thought, in which they
are very rarely deceived; they become friends forthwith; yet they
feel no aversion to others, as no such feeling as aversion or
hatred exists among them, but conjunction according to states of
mind, and by means of external things.

1541

So far as external mediums are
concerned, knowledge [of each other] is acquired from the face,
especially the province about the eyes; and also from their speech,
which is distinguished from that of others by not being sonorous
like the speech of the inhabitants of our earth, but by being a
kind of tacit speech, formed by means of a subtler atmosphere,
which is directed towards the mouth, and enters there, and thus
[passes] through the Eustachian tube. This tube, it appears, is
their organ of hearing. One of them spoke with me in this kind of
speech, that I might know something of its nature. It entered
through the lips, the fibers of which are disposed to a diverse
receptivity, and thus penetrated through the Fallopian tube, and
thus upwards. It was perspicuously perceived, and is much fuller
and more perfect thana language addressed to the ear, inasmuch as
it conveys at once a greater variety of ideas.

1542

(Their consociations [or social
gatherings] are delightful, from the interest taken in the things
transpiring in their societies and those also which occur inheaven.
They moreover worship our Lord alone, because He is the Very
Good).

1543

(They are also in an angelic or
exceedingly great body, constituting [or representing] that which
is called thought; and they bear an exceedingly strong resemblance
to theMost Ancient Church, which is described under the person of
Adam, while abiding in its state of beatitude).

1544

Their societies are various, which
is evident from the fact that every member can be associated with
his like, and thus through that earth is constituted, as it were, a
common angelic society of heavenlyinteriors, with variety, and yet
with discrimination, as they perceive the interiors of their
associates by means of their exteriors; consequently not in the
mode common to spirits and angels, towit, through a sphere of
ideas, for as they form a judgment according to their perception,
so do souls and spirits from externals.

1545

(Their faces were seen by me,
though they were themselves unwilling to show them, but eventually
the manifestation wasmade. The face, below the nose, is black, not
bearded, and yet black; the upper part is yellowish, not unlike the
hue of the men of our earth who are not wholly white. This
blackness, which extends towards the region of the ears, is in the
place of a beard, thus from a similar cause in nature, and of
equivalent representative import, as far as that part is
concerned).

1546

(They subsist upon different kinds
of pulse, as also upon a certain round fruit which springs up
immediately from the ground, not to mention the fruits of
trees).

1547

(They wear clothing also, but from
what material they form their garments, whether from wool, or from
cotton, or from leaves, or from the fibers of bark agglutinated by
a certain species of gum, which they affirm, they do not care to be
explicit, saying it is a matter of no consequence).

1548

(Those among them who begin to
cherish sinister thought thereby dissociate themselves from the
rest, who are unable to remain in their society; consequently, they
are left to abide alonein rocky caverns, uncared for by their
former companions. There are, however, certain societies which
endeavor by various persuasives to work upon such persons and
compel them [to return to a better state of mind], but still it is
a species of dissociation; and so long as they do not become
satisfied as to their conversion, or whether having once lapsed
they will so remain, they do not openly speak of their condition.
The sole reason of this is because they have not a confirmed hope
of their repentance, ofwhich they have no assurance from their
actual conduct).

1549

One of the inhabitants was
represented to me as if with his face in heaven, and his body on
the earth. They constitute or represent, therefore, that in man
which is called thought.

1550

(They spoke of fires, saying that
they know how to make fluid fires. -1749, March 19).

1550-1/2

(One of the spirits of Mars who was
with me, and who was a subject of others, drew back the superior
frontal part of my head towards the back part, signifying thus
thecharacter of their thought, that it was not so much of the
cerebrum as of the [cerebellum or] will, implying, however, that
they act notfrom their own will, but from the fear of the Lord.
Accordingly, this drawing back of the head, and indeed of the whole
body, took place. - 1748, September 25).




  1551-1600


1551

CONCERNING THE SIGNIFICATION OF A
PIT, AND OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SPIRITUAL AND THE CELESTIAL
MODE OF FELLOWSHIP. In order that I might know the signification of
Joseph’s being cast into a pit [puteus] [examine to see
whether the reading be fovea:], and thence drawn out by the
Israelites, and how it happened that none of them except Reuben
knew where he was [I was instructed as follows]. Examine how far
these things agree.

1552

Being in vision I spoke with
spirits, of whom some said they wished to have me in their company.
Accordingly, after some little delay I was in consort with genii or
celestial spirits, and I then disappeared from the spiritual with
whom I had previously been. These, not knowing whither I had
withdrawn, sought me, saying that they knew not where I was. I was
in fact in company with the genii, and while in that state they
[the spiritual] seemed to disappear, although I was near by, and
heard them speaking, and seeking me.

1553

When I thus disappeared from sight,
they supposed [as is usual with them] that I had fallen into a pit,
and when they sought me there they let down a pole suspended
crosswise from a rope, supposing that when they withdrew it the
person who was to be drawn up would be found sitting upon the pole;
but as there was no one seen in this case sitting in that position,
they said that he was not there, seeking solicitously in the
meantime to find where I was. They were then in their
representatives, which were like dreams, because not in the life of
fellowship with me.

1554

From the pit, there issued, as it
were, black spirits, and the pit was filled with water to its
mouth, it being to appearance like any other pit on the earth.

1555

It hence appears that when anyone
comes from the company of spirits to that of genii, he seems to the
spirits to have escaped: such is the difference. I wished to say to
them that I was near, but they could not hear.

1556

The mode of acting of the genii
when in company with others is soft, gentle, and tacit, like the
pulsations of the heart.

1557

Hence it may be inferred what was
represented by Joseph’s being let down into the pit and drawn
up again; for the things related in the Word correspond to similar
things which occur in heaven. - 1748, March 19.

1558

CONCERNING THE INFIDELITY OF
CHRISTIANS. In the presence of many spirits, and, as I think, of
Mahomed also, I was thinking with myself, that is, was tacitly
saying to myself (for my thought is a kind of speech), how
wonderful it is that in the other life so few of those who were
called Christians inquire for the Lord, while others who were the
votaries and worshippers of men, nay, of devils, seek out the
objects of their earthly idolatry, and pay their homage even there;
which is evident from the case of those who inquire for Mahomed,
for Abraham, for Jacob, for Moses, or whoever else were the idols
acknowledged. But I was informed in reply that evil spirits and
devils have a perception and sensation of whatever is divine,
regarding it with aversion and hatred, and consequently striving
against it both in the life of the body, and after leaving the
body, while in regard to what agrees with their dominant state or
is diabolical, the case is quite the reverse, which, by the way,
affords abundant evidence that the Lord is God and ruler of the
universe. - 1748, March 19. HOW IT IS THAT THE MINDS OF THE
INHABITANTS OF THIS WORLD ARE IN COMMUNION. “This being in
communion results from what has been revealed respecting the
inhabitants of the earths of this system, namely, that those of the
planet Venus and of our earth are such as constitute or represent
corporeal things and the appetencies connected with them, thus also
terrestrial and lower worldly things; consequently, they are those
who rule the external senses. In like manner, the spirits of the
earth Jupiter represent rational ideas, for they live free from
care, as it concerned those things that pertain to the bodily
senses. They are, so to speak, a sort of ground in which things
interior and inmost are sown, for without an interior rational idea
those things which are still more interior and intimate are not
inseminated. It is also a characteristic of ideas originating in
the outward senses, that they prompt to vocal utterance”. The
spirits of the earth Saturn correspond to interior sense, or
reason; The spirits of the earth Mercury to knowledges; The spirits
of the earth Mars to thought.

1559

THAT MORE THINGS MAY BE
COMPREHENDED IN A SPIRITUAL IDEA THAN IT IS POSSIBLE TO BELIEVE. A
spiritual idea is that by which a man, while he lives as a spirit,
and thus separated, as it were, from the body, acts and thinks.
That ideas of this kind are, as was said before, more full and more
perceptive of things, is evident from the fact, that by means of a
spiritual idea it can be known and perceived to the life how the
case is in regard to man’s non-ability to think, much more to
act of himself anything that should not be sin, even while he
intends good, as, for instance, his own conversion and self-moved
repentance, - how all this may be done, and yet there may be sin,
not only in the general act, but in the minutest particulars, - all
this, I say, may be set forth and shown most vividly to a spiritual
idea. This has been shown to me at different times when I have
supposed that I thought in this way and not in that, because the
one way was lawful, right, and best, and the other not. Thus, I
supposed, but still I perceived that it was sin, because it was
from myself. Thus, for instance, when I would convert myself to the
Lord, and thus apply to myself any species of good, as the good of
faith, the good of obedience, the good of what is commended in the
Word, yet I still perceived that there was sin in the singular and
most singular items of the act, so that [it was clear that] there
is nothing in man but what is vile and polluted. Being inwardly
moved, even to a degree of indignation, at not being able to do
anything of good, the spirits also were in like manner indignantly
affected, saying that thus they did not know what good they could
do, however much it might be commanded.

1560

From this the conclusion evidently
follows that there is nothing good in man, but all good is of the
Lord, and that man cannot arrogate to himself aught of good, still
less of faith; and yet that this itself is a point of faith, and
when recognized as such the ability is in some measure granted; for
when I thought from myself also that this was the Lord’s
gift, and that I was to leave it to Him to work good within me, [I
saw] that this also was sin, because from myself. Wherefore
whichever way man turns himself from [or of] himself there is sin;
consequently, all good is of the Lord. But inasmuch as this fact
cannot be perceived except by a spiritual idea separated from the
body, I can easily perceive how incredible it should appear to men.
But that such is actually the case I can affirm in the strongest
manner. - 1748, March 20.

1561

As often, therefore, as man
reflects within himself that he thinks good, or does good, it comes
from his proprium, thus from a certain self-love, cupidity, and
appetite. What he thus attributes to himself under these
promptings, there is sin in every particular of it. The good,
therefore, which is imparted by the Lord is wrought within him
while he does not reflect from himself upon it; that is, while man
remains ignorant of it, according to the Lord’s Word, that
man is regenerated, he himself being unaware [of the process].

1562

CONCERNING A COMMON [OR GENERAL]
IDEA INTO WHICH FLOWED THE DISTINCT IDEAS OF OTHERS. Being in a
common [or general] idea, which was, as it were, the idea of all,
without determination to anything definite, there appeared to me
[an idea] which I am unable to describe, inasmuch as it is only in
the spiritual world that such an idea can be perceived. It may
exist, indeed, with some men [in this world], but it is not
perceived. Into this idea there flowed the particular or singular
ideas of spirits, which I understood with considerable distinctness
in general, remaining myself meanwhile in a general idea. In this
way, singular ideas from others would flow in, and I could
understand them. It was said to me that such is the idea of certain
spirits. - 1748, March 20. “Hence it may appear that general
ideas are in themselves distinct from singular ones, and yet the
singular exist in the general, though singulars do not know that
they are in the general. This general idea was not sufficiently
determinate for singular things to apply themselves to
it”.

1563

CONCERNING BODILY APPETITE. There
are spirits who constitute what is called appetite, even that of
the body. These appetites are various, as of eating, drinking,
etc., since it is well known that man is prompted by a certain
craving to enjoy the luxury of baths, of fine clothing, and the
like.

1564

A certain spirit was so goaded by a
longing for a linen under-garment, that he said he could scarcely
live if I did not put one upon him; and when invested with it he
had such a delight as nothing could surpass, and prayed that he
might be left to enjoy his pleasure undisturbed.

1565

As to sense, however, as of touch,
he said he did not possess it, so that while appetite pertains to
spirits, sense or sensation belongs to man. I asked him whether he
had a sensation together with mine when I touched the linen for
which he so much longed. He said that he had no sensation himself,
but he perceived that I had.

1566

There are spirits, therefore, who
are called appetites, with which some are so inflamed that they can
scarcely restrain themselves. Such spirits are of manifold genus
and species, for the objects of appetite are innumerable, some of
which are corporeal, or pertaining to the body, while cupidities
are of the mind. Such spirits are called appetites, because they
make man to crave, or excite his appetites, whence they have their
delights; but sensation is proper to the man only.

1567

Such spirits have derived that
peculiarity from their life in the body, inasmuch as they have
cherished a craving desire for certain bodily things.

1568

For the sake of distinction [in the
use of terms], appetite, or to crave, is predicated of the body;
cupidity, or to covet, of the mind; while earnest desire, or to
desiderate, pertains to the interior or rational mind. To be
willing is of the still more interior mind; while to be effected,
though the term is often employed in other connections, is properly
to be understood only of the inmost. - 1748, March 20.

1569

[OF THE] SPIRITS WHICH CONSTITUTE
THE PROVINCE OF THE SMALL CUTANEOUS GLANDS. There are spirits who,
while they wish to know anything, say some that it is thus, others
that it is thus, and so one after another, and while they are
speaking they observe whether what they say flows freely, without
any check or spiritual resistance, in which case they take it for
granted that their views are correct. This is a common occurrence
with certain classes of spirits, to wit, speaking as if they knew,
when yet the fact is not so, nor do they know how it is. Others,
again, do not take such positive ground, but observe, as was said,
whether there is any spiritual repugnance, and thus an obstruction
in the flow, from which they conjecture, and say that it is not so;
for while it flows freely they suppose that it is of course from
heaven or the Lord, inasmuch as there is nothing there which is
contrarious, but all is accordant.

1570

These are they who constitute the
small cutaneous glands, of which there is a twofold kind, one with
sensation, another without. Those with sensation are such as
explore, from their own utterance and diction, whether the thing is
so, just as the little glands examine whether the substances that
come in contact with them are such as they may admit. The others
who are without sensation are such as deal in affirmation, and
supposing the case to be thus, and so do not scruple to assent with
a kind of audacity.

1571

There are such in the life of the
body, persons who desire to know everything, whether it concern
them or not, as, for instance, what is going on elsewhere, in
societies, or among particular acquaintances, which they are
prompted to relate to others. They are thus [a kind of gossiping]
informers, of whom some doubtingly, others confidently, throw out
and scatter their reports. There are vast numbers, whole cohorts,
of such characters.

1572

Such is the nature of those who
preside over the province and function of the glands; and such is
also the correspondence of their interiors and exteriors with these
organs.

1573

CONCERNING THOSE WHO ARE
INORDINATELY DEVOTED TO DOMESTIC CARES. I saw a kind of small
habitation considerably low down under the left foot a little in
front, in which was a large chamber furnished with utensils, which,
however, I did not see. The chamber led into a long hall, according
to a common construction and through the hall there went a woman of
small stature and deformed person.

1574

Upon my inquiring the meaning of
these things it was replied that such as were excessively devoted
to domestic cares in the life of the body occupied this kind of
habitations, and that they still remain engrossed by their (wonted)
cares. It was also said that they are, for the most part, from the
inferior classes of the people, consisting often of old women, who,
although these cares do not pertain to them, yet still assume them,
neglecting, like Martha, the better things, such as pertain to
faith.

1574-1/2

They appear small from being in a
low place, and deformed because such [is the effect of] the
cares.

1575.

HOW REPRESENTATIONS DESCEND FROM
THE HEAVENS. I saw a certain garden of large extent and embellished
with shaded walks, in which the trees, as I was informed, were
adorned with leaves, but without fruits. I inquired how the spirits
could produce these and similar representations which are so
frequent among them.

1576

I perceived that the angels of the
interior heaven, while they are in their ideas, and, as it were, in
parables, have inserted into these ideas corresponding objects or
scenery, by which their ideas are aided. These things, when they
are conveyed down among spirits, are immediately formed by them,
according to their fantasies, into new representations on a larger
scale, retaining, however, the idea of the angelic society, though
modified by their own. Thus the [original] idea grows into a
representation.

1577

A similar process of growth or
expansion takes place when an idea passes from a more interior
[intimiori] to a more exterior [interius] heaven, although
unconsciously to the recipients, for in the exterior [interiori]
heaven are certain natural elements, to which their ideas adhere,
and which govern their form. In the heaven of spirits, or the
spiritual world, the same things become material, thus growing, as
it were, from a soul into bodies; and these bodies enlarge
themselves according to the forms, qualities, and states of the
societies concerned.

1578

The same thing holds good of other
representations also, as those, for instance, which are of the
animal kingdom, and those, too, which pertain to terrestrial
objects, as woods, fields, rivers, mountains, - of all which the
souls [so to speak] are to be sought in the interior, intimate, and
in most sense. For from the celestial, which is the soul, is formed
the spiritual, from the spiritual the natural, from the natural the
material, of the threefold kingdom [the mineral, vegetable, and
animal].

1579

CONCERNING THOSE WHO FORECAST THE
FUTURE, AND ARE SOLICITOUS RESPECTING IT. While asleep there was
presented to my view a wooden house with a roof but without
windows, in the third story of which were certain persons who, when
I would fain come to them bypassing over a bridge, refused to admit
me. Whereupon, being cast down, I attempted to climb up, not by
ropes, but by twisted threads, along certain small interstices in
the wall, which I used for the purpose of lifting myself up that I
might succeed in a second attempt to reach the third story, though
the attempt was attended with danger of falling. I still was not
able to ascend whither I wished. On awaking I heard that another
also was desirous of mounting to the same loft, concerning whom it
was repeatedly said, “Now he enters,” to wit, by an
entrance under the roof. Those who dwelt there were unwilling to
admit any one, and they were moreover said to dwell upon the
roofs.

1580

Upon my inquiring who these were
[or whom they represented], it was said that they were those who in
their life-time were prone to vaticinate concerning things to come,
and again that those who are anxious for the morrow, and do not
trust to the Lord’s providence, seem to themselves to inhabit
such houses, and indeed to dwell upon the roofs, and also in a dark
story under the roofs, while the house appears to be constructed of
wood, and without windows. In the place of windows there are
unclosed apertures, and those who would fain resemble the inmates
scale the walls in the manner described, viz. by means of twisted
threads or fascicles of such threads, and at the same time with
much peril.

1581

THAT FALSITIES HYPOTHETICALLY
ASSUMED ARE SOMETIMES CONFIRMED TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT THOSE WHO DO
IT DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE TRUTH IS, AND THUS ARE UNWILLING TO KNOW.
Let one fact be taken for an example. Spirits partly erring and
partly malignant assumed a hypothetical position, viz. the falsity
that a spirit could enter into the body of a man, and thus live
corporeally. This they were prompted to affirm solely from the fact
that a spirit with man thinks that he is the man. But when I
asserted that such was not the case they were unwilling to pay any
attention to the reasons [which I adduced], for having once assumed
in theory the falsity, they were intent upon confirming it; when
the fact is, that as the spirit then thinks, apprehends, and wills
in like manner with the man, and the appropriate acts follow, the
spirit therefore supposes that he is the man. But this does not
last long; it only holds in those states [of the parties] which are
analogous.

1582

Moreover, that a spirit should be
able to pass into the body of another, and live in that body, is at
once absurd and impossible, for the consequence would be that the
form of one would be changed into that of another, the interior
substances of the man would be entirely emptied out, and the
substances of another applied, in their stead, to the fibers and
vessels, while at the same time all that which had contracted a
nature in the [life of] the body and been wrought into obedience to
its proper form, would be assumed.

1583

THAT THE QUALITIES OF SPIRITS CAN
BE KNOWN AT ONCE BY THOSE WHO ARE INTERIOR, OR WHO CONSTITUTE AN
INTERNAL SENSE. A certain spirit, who would fain arrogate merit to
himself from his acts and his doctrine in the world, proceeding to
a great distance in front, came to those who constitute the
internal sense or to the spirits of the earth Saturn, and said that
he was nothing, and that he was desirous of serving them. But at
his very first approach, they replied that [they saw that] he
wished to be great, and that they being small could not be with the
great, thus intimating how much he arrogated to himself.

1584

From this it is obvious that the
quality of a spirit may at once disclose itself to the
[above-mentioned] internal sense. There is a sphere, as it were, of
spiritual effluvia which exhale, and produce a perception of the
life of one’s mind. This sphere I recollect myself to have
perceived, and it has rarely, if ever, deceived me.

1585

Nor need this appear wonderful when
a shrewd and, intelligent man is aware from the face, speech, and
actions of another of what quality he is, whether stimulated or
sincere, and many other things, which are manifest to a man’s
internal sense. How much more perfect then must this power be with
spirits, whose faculty of perceiving things of this kind so far
transcends that of men, and with whom the quality of another spirit
is at once revealed even from his mute presence alone, and much
more from his speech. The manifestation which is from presence only
I have often perceived.

1586

The spirit was made to pass into
another state, in which he could reflect upon his life, and see
himself as it were, in a glass, and he then confessed that he
beheld himself deformed, defiled, overflowing with vilenesses, even
to the point of utter self-loathing. In this manner spirits, can be
carried, as it were, out of themselves, or into themselves, and
thus made to know themselves. - 1748, March 20.

1587

THAT THE PRIVILEGE OF CONVERSING
WITH SPIRITS AND ANGELS MIGHT BE COMMON AND APPROPRIATE TO MAN. Man
was so created that he might hold interaction with spirits and
angels, and thus heaven and earth be conjoined. Such was the case
in the Most Ancient Church, such in the Ancient, and in the
Primitive also there was a perception of the Holy Spirit. Such was
the case with the inhabitants of other earths, concerning which I
have spoken before; for man is man because he is a spirit, with
this only difference, that the spirit of man on the earth is
encompassed with a body on account of its functions in the world.
That heaven and earth are now separated, as respects our planet,
arises from the fact that the human race has here, in the process
of time, passed from internals to externals. - 1748, March 20.

1588

THAT CERTAIN ONES IN HEAVEN CALL
THIS EARTH A PUTRID WELL. When discoursing concerning a plurality
of worlds, and [suggesting] that the inhabitants of this earth were
too few to constitute the universal kingdom of the Lord, I
perceived that this earth was called a well of stagnant water.
-1748, March 20.

1589

HE THAT IS LED BY THE LORD IS
BLAMELESS. (A man although foul and polluted with defilements, yet
while led by the Lord is exempt from blame; for whatever of truth
and good he thinks, speaks, and acts is of the Lord, and whatever
of false and evil of the devil, for man then knows that he does
nothing of himself. - 1745, March 20.

1590

It may be inferred that while one
is impelled by evil spirits to thinking or doing evil, he then
consents or is in concert with them, but the Lord takes care to
prevent his being associated with them in perpetrating or thinking
evils.

1591

He who is not led by the Lord not
only acts in concert with evil spirits, but he also excites evil
spirits to act in that manner, because he believes his cupidities
and cogitations to be his own; but whoever is led by the Lord, he
is excited by evil spirits, and yet the Lord so acts that he shall
not consent. Such also is the faith of those who are led by the
Lord

1592

Evil spirits make no account
whatever of such a man, and so speak of him, nor do they know
otherwise; they hold him as a kind of dead instrument [for
effecting their purposes], which they deduce from the fact that
they suppose themselves to be the man; on other related points they
are ignorant because they are not in true faith, for they believe
no otherwise than that life is the special prerogative [proprium]
of a spirit; and when this is affirmed, they suppose that the Lord
is the cause of evil, when yet this comes from their form, which is
properly theirs; but the form is merely organic, being in itself
destitute of all life, and merely fashioned that life might actuate
it, - and because forms are such, they cannot, although they would,
think otherwise, for faith is the gift of the Lord alone,
consequently the perception which is of faith.)

1593

THAT A SPIRIT WHEN TAKEN UP INTO
HEAVEN IS TAKEN AWAY, AS IT WERE, FROM [OTHER] SPIRITS. Distance,
in the spiritual world, exists according to interior states, as the
more interior spirits are [in comparison with others] the more
distant they are; apparent distance is another thing. When spirits
are taken up into heaven they seemingly disappear altogether from
[other] spirits, although they are in fact present to them, and
lead them. I was, in my interiors, in some small degree in heaven,
which I perceived from the angelic choirs. And though I did not
understand these [choral exercises], yet I perceived that my
interiors were in heaven. I then heard spirits inquiring for me,
and saying, “He is not here,” - being ignorant where I
was. During this time, they spoke from material ideas, such as
belong to the memory of material things [particularium] thus
vocally; and thus [it was shown] that I might be intimately
present, even in their speech, and yet they not know it.

1594

CONCERNING AN EXECRABLE RABBLE
ROVING THROUGH HEAVEN. There is a throne of spirits wandering
through heaven, who know not whence they are, though they say they
are from the stars or the starry worlds. They come flocking in
troops and seek to seduce spirits, with some of whom they
succeed.

1595

They are not content with the
things which they comprehend, or which are adapted to their
comprehension, but they are fain to penetrate the deepest arcana,
like some on the earths who are never satisfied to know what faith,
charity, and the fruits of faith are, and how men ought to live;
but they burn to penetrate divine mysteries, not the inmost, but
the supreme, namely, the nature of the union of the Son and His
Father.

1596

This crowd is detestable, for they
insinuate into the minds [of spirits] such things as it is not
allowable to write, lest offence should thereby he ministered to
the inconsiderate multitude, but they are such as relate to the
union between the Son and His Father, which they make visible by
impious representations, thus seeking to compass divine things by a
material sense.

1597

But being of such a quality, their
motive in doing this is, that when they have succeeded in seducing
the man or spirit, they may be able to say that he belongs to them;
for while they are perverting his faith, they know that they are
alienating the man from the Lord; wherefore with some, after having
overcome them by persuasions, they assert a right to them, and make
themselves their lords.

1598

The mode of representation which
they employ in effecting this seduction is various; as, for
instance, that they make their subjects pass under their feet, from
the back to the front part of the body, then taking hold of them,
turning them round, throwing them down upon their backs, like
captives to be stripped and spoiled, and then going away. Others,
however, adopt other modes.

1599

By means of representations
addressed to the external senses, they show how the Son and the
Father conversed together in the manner of men, and the like, which
are abominable.

1600

They are accordingly such as
endeavor to comprehend inmost and supreme mysteries by their mere
external power of apprehension.
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1601

I said to them when they would fain
have induced their genius [upon me], that it was sufficient to know
what the Lord taught, to wit, that He was One; that he who sees the
Son sees the Father; that the Son alone is the door; that He is the
way; that He is the mediation or Mediator; that He alone is the
intercession or intercessor between the human race and the Father
Himself; and again, that He is our Father, and that no other is to
be thought of than He, because He aloneis the Mediation; that these
things are sufficient, and that it is useless to go deeper into
mysteries. - 1748 March 21.

1602

CONCERNING PHILOSOPHY BOTH AS
USEFUL AND AS USELESS.Certain spirits supposed that everything
which bears the name of philosophywas to be utterly rejected,
perhaps for the reason that as philosophy or human wisdom is
condemned [in general], so the terms also which savor of
philosophy; and in order that they might make me know how much they
abominated philosophy, they represented awild boar sprinkled with
blood on his back, and would have it that I was such, because I had
interspersed philosophical terms [in my writings], or had formed
ideas after a philosophical fashion.

1603

But they were instructed that my
philosophical works were nothing else than certain ideas pronounced
in simpler terms, as when I speak of subject and object, and what
each signifies; as, for instance, that the predicates or the things
which are predicated ought to be applied to that which is signified
by the subject; as when something in the prophets is treated of it
can be applied to a certain article of faith, to faith, to the more
interior mind of man, to interior things in general, to the Church,
to Heaven; thus whatever is there assumed, or understood, is called
subject, and the other things that are said and are applicable are
called predicates, so that the predicates are to be applied to the
subject. The same thing might be otherwise expressed without the
use of such words; in like manner, be understood, and afterwards
enounced; wherefore they are only true ideas, which are
comprehended under formulas and terms of this nature. It is in fact
a certain kind of philosophical speech, but more exquisite than any
other, inasmuch as otherwise the same thing wouldhave to be
expressed in a circuitous manner, as is customary with those who
are unacquainted with those terms. Indeed, the philosophical style
is the most perspicuous, except when it flows directly from the
subject-matter itself. Thus, too in other things,as, for instance,
in respect to what form is, what quality is, and the like, which
are merely ideas of truths subserving the purposes of those who
would express prior and intimate things in a brief manner.

1604

But an abuse arises from the fact
that philosophers abide in terms, and dispute concerning them
without coming to an agreement, from which all idea of the thing
itself perishes, and the comprehension of the man is rendered so
limited that he at length ceases to know anything but terms.
Accordingly,when such persons would master a subject by their terms
they do nothing but heap them up, obscuring the whole matter, so
that they can understand absolutely nothing of it, and even
theirnatural lumen is extinguished. Thus, an unlearned man has much
more extensive ideas and sees truth better than the philosopher;
for such a one sticks in the mire like a swine, on which account he
was represented to make the figure of an animal of that kind, of
the wild species, for he becomes a wild boar in the woods, ranging
about like such a beast, in truths which he mutilates and
slays.

1605

When a man, therefore, dwells
solely in terms, and ratiocinates from them, heaping up senses, so
that nothing remains but scholastic terms conglutinated together,
an ignorance isinduced of everything supposed to be evolved [in the
subject of inquiry], and it becomes more hidden to them than to
others who have known nothing of any such formulas, and thus doubt
arises concerning everything.

1606

Moreover, philosophical things
whichthus darken men’s minds are such forms of ratiocinations
as are reduced to artificial rules, although truths are in
themselves so perspicuous that anyone without such helps can
perceive them. These philosophers, therefore, so narrow and obscure
intellectual things, that even truths clearly perceived are
continually called in question.

1607

By philosophy or human intelligence
are understood also fables and silly stories, especially such as
have formerly and do still distinguish the Rabbinical writers,
whichare innumerable; and the same is to be said of the magical
matters of the Egyptians. -1748, March 20.

1608

BECAUSE FAITH WILL BE [ERIT]
ACTUALLY OR VIRTUALLY THE ONLY PRINCIPLE IN ALL THINGS [PERTAINING
TO SPIRITUAL LIFE], IT FOLLOWS THAT THE LORD ONLYWILL BE IN ALL AND
SINGULAR THE THINGS OF MAN. It has been previously shown how the
celestials perceive in idea the works of charity, charity itself,
and faith in the understanding namely, that there is nothing else
[in them] than faith, other qualities not appearing; it hence
follows that the Lord alone is in all and singular things, because
faith [is to be directed] to Him, faith is from Him, and therefore
the Lord is faith itself; hence follow the various things of faith,
which few perceive. - 1748, March 20. It is at the same time hence
also that the Lord alone lives, and heaven, the world, and the
earth are [in themselves] dead, deriving life solely from Him.

1609

CONCERNING THE INTERIOR HEAVEN. I
was in the interior heaven, and certain spirits were atthe same
time with me in their own world; and although being in heaven, yet
I was not in any peculiar ecstatic idea, but in the body, for the
kingdom of the Lord is in man, and everywhere, or in every place,
so that at the Lord’s good pleasure a man may beconducted
into heaven, and yet not be in an ecstatic idea I was then just as
I am at this present writing, but my interior man was [developed]
in the exterior, which was the reason of my being associated with
spirits in their world, for our ratiocinationand our cupidities are
in the world of spirits; sensual things in the body correspond to
them.

1610

The interior heaven is therefore in
degree within the world of spirits, for the world of spirits is
separated from heaven, because the world of spirits derives what
pertains to them from corporeal things, consequently they are
conjoined with things corporeal and worldly, or rather [I may say]
the world of spirits stands related to corporeal things as does the
crasser atmospheric world to the terraqueous; wherefore the world
of spirits occupies the interiors of corporeal things.

1611

The interior heaven, however, is,
in relation to the world of spirits, in an interior degree, for
what spirits did in particular, that I could feel, and could hear,
and thus distinctly perceive, but not what occurred in heaven,
except so far as they operate in common.

1612

They then spoke with me through
spirits, who could not do otherwise than speak, although they
reflected upon the fact that they were led by those who were in
theinterior heaven, perceived the compulsion, and desired to be
separated from them. On other occasions reflection is dormant, and
while thus impelled they suppose themselves to be under their own
control, on which subject I also spoke with them.

1613

I perceived the operation of the
interior heaven as manifestly as anything is perceived by the sense
of touch, and that too for a considerable length of time. The
operation was fourfold, first in the cerebrum in the region of the
left temple, which is their common operation in respect to the
organs of the reason.

1614

Another common operation or action
of theirs was into the respiration of the lungs, to the left, which
was such that if described it could scarcely be perceived, for
there was a gentle leading of myrespiration from the interior, so
that I had no need of anything like voluntary effort in inhaling or
expelling my breath; this was governed by heaven from the interior,
so that not so much the substances as the animations of the lungs,
from which arises their motion, [were controlled by it.] Thus, the
influence was in the interior [pulmonary] fibers that are not
visible to the eye, for the animation was perceived to be ruled by
heaven, without voluntary action on my part, so that I had no need
to draw my breath or spirit, but it was drawn by heaven. The forces
employed in this animation, as evinced by the intervals [between
the pulsations], were such as seemed habitual to me.

1615

The third common action of heaven
was in the systole and diastole of the heart, which was manifestly
perceived, but was gentler or softer than at other times. Its
pulsations were like the animations [of the lungs] in softness, and
within them, but the times regular like those of the heart, being
about one- third, yet such that theyterminated in the pulmonic
movements, and thus in a certain manner governed them. The times of
the pulmonic respiration were common to them and to the heart, as
composed of those of the heart; the terminations of the
heart’s times closed in the pulmonic beats, and were related
to each other somewhat like the motions of the angelic gyres,
concerning which elsewhere. But how it is precisely that the
pulmonic motions commenced I could not perceive; buthow [the
influx] insinuated itself into the lungs at theend of every
animation, I could in a measure observe. The heart, therefore,
represents the celestial, the lungs the spiritual; the analogy lies
in the manner in which the celestial inflows into the spiritual.
The pulsations of the heart, which were soft and regular, were so
observable that I could count them one by one.

1616

The fourth action was about the
loins, which I was also able to perceive, though but obscurely. I
can, therefore, say nothing on that head, except that they acted
upon the loins.

1617

From these facts it is now given me
to conclude that the interior heaven constitutes the interior man,
and rules all the organic things of the body, from the principles
in the brain to their entire extension, which extension is the
body; it rules, I say, from the interior, so that the interior
heaven constitutes man [commencing] from his interiors, or from
[the region of] causes, and the rational things of heaven flow in
into organic things, as rational things are wont to flow into
interior organisms, or interior organic substances.

1618

A similar principle holds likewise
in regard to the world of spirits, but [in a reverse order, or]
from the inferior or exterior; which world being such as to have
disjoined itself from the interior heaven, its operations
accordingly are into the organic things of the body, but into those
that are exterior; whence the exterior man is of such a quality
that it cannot be conjoined with the interior otherwise than as
heaven and the world of spirits [are conjoined] by such spiritsas
may be derived from the interior heaven.

1619

In a word, the world of spirits, as
well as the interior, or the more interior, and the inmost heaven,
each by itself, constitutes man with his members and organs, but
each one distinctly, namely, the worldof spirits from the exterior,
the interior heaven from the interior, the more interior heaven
from the more interior, and the inmost heaven from the inmost. -
1748, March 20.

1620

The spirits who were acted upon, as
mentioned above, were indignant [at being thus made use of]. It
was, moreover, an object of special aspiration with them to be in
heaven, but when conveyed thither they said that they knew nothing,
for they were in a general idea, and thus speech is uttered through
them, but as it were apart from them, in like manner as it was
previously with me, when I was in a general idea, and there was a
speech within that idea which I perceived as emanating from others,
and not from myself. Thus, also the spirits round about, when
admitted into heaven, saythat the fact is, and even now affirm
it.

1621

When heaven speaks through spirits,
the flow of their discourse is gentle, and yet from the gentleness
of the flow I could not conclude respecting the quality of the
spirits; the cause I do not as yet know. -1748, March 21.

1622

THAT SPIRITS RELATE THINGS
EXCEEDINGLY FICTITIOUS, AND LIE. When spirits begin to speak with
man, he must beware lest he believe them in anything; for they say
almost anything; things are fabricated by them, and they lie; for
if they were permitted to relate what heaven is, and how things are
in the heavens, they would tell so many lies, and indeed with
solemn affirmation, that man would be astonished; wherefore, when
spirits were speaking, I was not permitted to have faith in the
things which they related. - 1748, March 20. For they are extremely
fond of fabricating: and whenever any subject of discourse is
proposed, they think that they know it, and give their opinions one
after another, one in one way, and another in another, altogether
as if they knew; and if man then listens and believes, they press
on, and deceive, and seduce in divers ways: for example, if they
were permitted to tell about things to come, about things unknown
in the universal heaven, about all things whatsoever that man
desires, yet [they would tell] all the things falsely from
themselves; wherefore let men beware lest they believe them. On
this account the state of speaking with spirits on this earth is
most perilous, unless one is in true faith. They induce so strong a
persuasion that it is the Lord Himself who speaks and who commands,
that man cannot but believe and obey.

1623

HOW INDURATION APPEARS. We read in
a great many places that the heart is hardened; this hardening is
also manifestly apparent, yea, it is felt, not indeed in the
[literal] heart, for the heart signifies what pertains to the
affections. It takes place, therefore, where first principles
exist, to wit, in the brain. When the souls of the recently
deceased appear after death in the world of spirits, the brains of
some of them seem to be hardened, like things that you see
elsewhere, so that the exterior or crustal portion is, as it were,
hard and conglutinated. This is seen by a spiritual idea, and thus
plainly exhibited, as also its softening. Thus, it is without
faith. Something similar it was given me to experience, namely, a
hardness in the left region of the cerebrum, as if occasioned by
somewhat large and hard lumps which were the seat of an obscure
dull pain, and I was informed that it was thence perceived, namely,
from these hardenings, that there yet remained something not
belonging to true faith. It appears hence that an actual hardness
does exist in the organicals [of the body] when faith is wanting,
and that the greater the obduration, the less the conscience, so
that those who have no conscience, manifesting itself in anxieties,
seem to have their brain, after death, externally hardened, which
was formerly soft, and this is attended with pains and torture. -
1748, March 21.

1624

Moreover,when I apprehended only
the literal sense of the Word, there was a closing up, as it were,
of the way to the understanding of interior things. Accordingly,
those who inhere only in the literal sense of the Word have the
brain hardened and [its functions]so clogged that the way is not
opened to an interior [interiori], much less to a more interior
[intimiori] sense, and in this way a kind of crust or shell is
induced, which is conglutinated from the corporeal or sensual
things of the external man. The caseis otherwise when a way is
opened to the sense of interiors, or to the spirit, which way is
opened by the Lord alone. While the mind dwells in the literal
sense without penetrating beyond, then if it attempts to open a way
from itself to interiors, continual scandals are present, which I
am able to confirm from abundant experience. But such a man does
not perceive what is implied in his opening a way to interiors, for
he supposes that this is the only way in which it can be done; and
accordingly, he who isnot led by the Lord can by no means perceive
this and similar things, and therefore cannot believe it; which may
appear from the case of spirits who lack that kind of perception. -
1748, March21. Some of them know, but yet are unwilling to know,
those, namely, to whom it was given by a lively experience to know
the fact mentioned, and who were afterwards remitted [into another
state]; when in this state of remission, they have a kind of
knowledge how the fact is, but they do not perceive it.

1625

CONCERNING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE
ANGELS. In regard to the knowledge of the angels of the interior
heaven, a single example may suffice, taken from their knowledge of
the structures and forms of the [human] body; for while any one, no
matter what, of the viscera ofthe body is under consideration, they
are enabled to know not only its whole structure and operation, but
also all the experience which anatomy is able to detect in the
smallest particulars, as whether it be true or genuine. Not only
so, but they know in an instant whether what is stated respecting
each of the viscera be correct, besides many interior things which
no one of the human race can know, as I have sometimes found by
experience. They are acquainted, too, with the correspondence which
these thingsbear to things spiritual. Indeed, their knowledge is
such that if men were aware of it they would be astounded, although
matters of this kind had never been their study in the life of the
body. It flows, as it were, spontaneously from the fact that by
reason of an intelligence bestowed by the Lord, they know how
everything is with the Grand Man in general and in particular, and
the knowledge seems to be innate in them. But such knowledge they
could never possess were it not that the whole heaven representsthe
whole man, with all his several parts, and unless the Lord were the
life of that man, and thus life itself and unless also the
universal heaven were organic. - 1748, March 22. They are thus in
first principles, and from first principles, or things interior,
and more interior, could comprehend the things which are without or
below.

1627

THAT A TRUE FAITH CAN NEVER BE
GIVEN [OR EXIST] IN ANY MAN OR SPIRIT FROM KNOWLEDGE ALONE, OR FROM
THE APPLICATION OF ONE’S OWN POWERS, IN THE ATTEMPT TO MAKE
IT HIS OWN.The things that follow, although extremely difficult to
be understood, and such as cannot be believed either by man or
spirit who is not yet in true faith, yet that they are true I have
been instructed from lively experience.

1628

Certain spirits, from inbred
curiosity, were desirous of knowing still more in respect to things
revealed to me, and they knew if they were very solicitous on this
head the knowledge would not be granted them; wherefore, in order
that they might know, they attempted to think thatthey did not wish
to know, which attempt was immediately perceived, and it was said
to them that in this way they could not attain their object, as
they had made use of stratagem in pretending that they did not wish
to know. The spirits affirmed [the fact], saying that they made the
attempt that they might gain the knowledge; wherefore, it was said
to them that they should not act in this manner, but should be
without desire, and thus leave the matter to the Lord to grant what
they wished, as it should seem good to Him. This they then essayed
to do, but they made the attempt from themselves; and inasmuch as
the effort to leave the matter to the Lord was of themselves from
themselves, and thus the will and the endeavor was a something
artificial, which theyaffirmed, as it was manifestly perceived by a
spiritual idea, they therefore inquired how they should act. It was
replied that they should not do anything from themselves, thus
should act without reflection upon themselves; and as they could
not do this, they were disposed to renounce all effort, resigning
themselves without any will at all, thus sinking into a state of
passive expectation. But when they would fain do this, it was said
again that even this was nota genuine act, thus to resign
themselves upwithout any effort. But they replied that in this way
they could never know how they ought to act, for whatever they did,
still, according to what was enjoined, there was no genuine
[obedience]. But the reason is, that they are not led by the Lord,
but wish to lead themselves, and to endeavor, or to will, or to act
from themselves; wherefore they ought to know that their every
endeavor should be of the Lord, and nothing of themselves.
Accordingly, whenever they made attempts from themselves, it was
nothingbut sin, which the Lord did not favor. To be actuated,
therefore, and to live from the Lord, is something which neither
man nor spirit [duly] perceives, and for this reason he is prone to
imagine that such a life is no life at all, whereas it is the
veriest life itself, although one ought neither to make efforts
from himself, nor yet relapse into apathy without attempting
anything. These things are of a more interior nature, and therefore
difficult of belief, because they are neither understood nor
perceived.

1629

I was afterwards shown the mode in
which they operate who would believe from themselves, and become
angels, as also what is the quality of their faith and endeavor, as
it appears to a spiritual idea. There was a certain choir which in
its owngyral movements simulated [angelic] gyres, and celebrated in
gyres the praises of the Lord, as if they were angels. [The nature
of these gyres] was not understood by me, but it was by others, who
said that the whole was simulated, and was not angelic, because
those concerned in it were not in true faith. In idea, it appeared
to me like something composed of close threads, or like a kind of
net of which the thread-work was so closed up that there was no
opening any farther than to the mere simple ideas of the words,
within which there was nothing [substantial], so that the ideas did
not go beyond the words, and consequently, not beyond the
representations or celebrations which the bare words expressed. So,
entire was the closure as to interiors and intimates,because they
led themselves, and from themselves would fain celebrate the Lord.
This net appeared as if white, inasmuch as there were truths
involved, but they still implied self-justification.

1630

Afterwards certain intelligent
spirits - intelligent, however, from natural sciences and
philosophical principles - spoke with me from the summit or
zenith-point of heaven, who were of such a quality that they would
fain persuade themselves concerning the truths of faith from
philosophical principles, and confirming sciences, though still
from their own intelligence. The appearance in this case was
somewhat similar, namely, that their ideas were closed, and
proceeded not beyond [the outward terms], for the Lord alone ought
to operate [instead of their leading themselves].

1631

It was shown me by lively
experience how their operations were effected, to wit, not by
gyres, like the celestials, but by a kind of flowing, or river-like
reciprocations hither and thither, by which were represented the
common operations of their ideas; these, in order that they might
be genuine, ought to be circumflected, and forms thus presented by
means of gyres. By a lively experience, it was signified to me also
how the result was effected, namely, by an insinuation of such
things intothe lips, and thus into the mouth, and into the
interiors of the head, by which was signified that such things
flowed into their ideas by a way from externals, and not by a way
from internals. Communication by the lips denotes ideas apprehended
by a sensual way, but that which is genuine is as from the Lord,
and thus [received] through an internal way.

1632

The innocence of such as study to
be wise from externals was represented by an infant made of wood;
for they suppose, or feign to themselves an innocence like that of
infants who know nothing, and of a kind of wooden quality, whereas
genuine innocence, such as is that of the inmost heaven is
conjoined with the highest wisdom and intelligence, which is
represented by a naked body, and thus by something living.

1633

From these things the difference
will scarcely fail to be apparent between true and imaginary
wisdom, or between that wisdom which is the Lord’s gift, and
that which is procured by man’s own endeavor: as also that
the one is insinuated through the former way, and is thus full, or
fully formed; while the other [is received] through the latter way,
and is, consequently, constrained, closed, unformed; in a word,
[the difference may be perceived] between the faith appropriate to
either kind of wisdom, and that one who is not in saving faith can
by no means, even with all the force of his intellect, perceive how
the case is with saving faith in these and the like things,
consequently, what the quality of heaven is, when yet these things
in heaven are so known, manifest, and clear, that they [who dwell
there] now say that they not a little wonder how the human race
should be so insensate as to be unable to understand the true state
of the fact, when it is as now described. Such is faith in the
heavens, such the doctrine of faith, such the doctrine of those who
are in faith.

1634

Nay, those who are of a quality to
seek to be wise from external things, and thus to know truths,
whether from the Word of the Lord, or from sciences, by which they
would fainenter into the knowledges of spiritual and celestial
things, these can so imitate what is genuine, that one who is not
in saving faith is liable to be altogether deceived, for to one who
is in such a faith the Lord reveals by spiritual ideas, but in an
ineffable manner, how the real fact is.

1635

Those who are not in saving faith
can by no means know, or consequently believe, how revelations are
made, and how man can, in his spirit, act in like manner with
spirits, by means of ideas and representations; norhow the life of
spirits flows into their life; nor how spirits should suppose
themselves to be the men [with whom they are]; nor how there should
be such a revelation as is at this day taking place. - 1748, March
22.

1636

THAT PERSONS SIGNIFYING THINGS ARE
ASSUMED. While visions and representations are taking place in the
world of spirits nothing is more common than for persons signifying
things to be assumed, as was the case with many whom I knew as to
their quality [while living on earth]. The persons ofthese were
assumed while certain things were to be signified, in order that I
might know what they were; and, indeed, these persons were so
inwrought into the representations, that I at first supposed they
were actually present. In this manner, such persons are assumed as
were known to the man [to whom they appear]. The same thing is also
of very frequent occurrence with the prophets, as in the case of
Elias and Moses appearing to the three disciples [at the
Transfiguration]; and so, in other instances asto places. As the
things [to be signified] are various, so are the persons also
various. - 1748, March 22.

1637

THAT A SPIRIT CAN DO NOTHING GOOD
OF HIMSELF. I heard spirits saying among themselves that they would
be made good. They said that they would pray to the Lord that they
might become good, but this they were unable to do, because
[attempting it] from themselves, and not knowing what they asked
for. They then said they would think continually concerning the
Lord, but this again would be unavailing,because from themselves.
Then they said they would remain quiescent, and wait for
deliverance [from their evils]; but this again was impracticable
for the same reason. Therefore, being astounded and confused, they
knew nothing as to what they should do, remarking, moreover, that
what they sought was granted to men, but not to spirits, who were
in another state. From this it may appear that nothing of good
pertains to what is from themselves, and moreover, that they can
obtain nothing from that source, but from the Lord alone. - 1748,
March 22.

1638

THAT IN ONE APPARENTLY SIMPLE IDEA
MORE THINGS ARE PRESENT THAN CAN BE UTTERED. This was shown to me
to the life (from the circumstance that I had merely one idea of a
[particular] thing, and in which I barely supposed there was
something remarkable, though of the how, or the how much, I was
ignorant. An angel that was with me saw what was within the idea,
and [perceived] that the contents were so abundant, to wit, of
striking representations, that he was greatly surprised. These,
however. I could not see: it was only given me to think, by a kind
of simple idea, that there was something else included).

1639

The same was the case when I
uttered the Lord’s Prayer. Hence it may appear what is the
quality of ideas thatare not closed, but are such as flow in from
the Lord through an internal way, viz. that they are exceedingly
copious. But as to the quality of closed ideas, I am not yet
certain whether they have anything thus within. It may be that the
closure takes place in order that further penetration may be
prevented, inasmuch as self-merit inheres in persons of this
description, and when they would proceed further, their evil is to
be turned into good, which is of the Lord alone.

1640

From this we may infer how little
man knows of spiritual and celestial things, as also in regard to
the joys and felicities of the angels, who have a fuller perception
of these things.

1641

That the case cannot be otherwise,
everyone may be convinced from [his consciousness in regard to] all
things presented to his external sight, which sight, however acute
it may appear to us, is yet dull and obscure to the greatest
degree, as is too manifest to admit of doubt from the experience of
that sense in relation to external objects. Our interior sight,
which we think so subtle, is yet so gross, that, as I have often
said to spirits, who imagined themselves capable of thinking so
acutely as to baffle all attempts to apprehend their thoughts, if
they should see what was comprised in a single idea- if its
interior could be fully laid open - they would perceive whole
cohorts of elephants, and armies, and regiments of serpents,
representatively exhibited. This, however, the spirits cannot
believe, as they, like many persons on the earth, regard their most
acute perceptions as having relation to the most minute things
[instead of objects so large]. - 1748, March 23.

1642

THAT TO ONE WHO IS OF SUCH A
QUALITY THAT HE ATTRIBUTES NO MERIT TO HIMSELF, ALL THINGS ARE
GRANTED; BUT THAT TO THOSE WHO ARROGATE[MERIT] TO THEMSELVES,
NOTHING IS GIVEN. I spoke with spirits to the effect that nothing
whatever, even of the most trifling nature, ought to be abstracted
or stolen from another, and that thus the faithful, by reason of
their fidelity, are made the recipients of many favors. Similar is
the case with spirits; if anyone ascribes merit to himself, and in
that way, would fain lay claim to those thin which are of the Lord
only, to him nothing is granted for this very reason; neither to
him who abstains from pilfering from others or attributing merit to
himself, with a view to obtaining much or all, as this savors of
cunning. But those who are in faith, or the faithful, cannot take
away from others or arrogate to themselves, because they are led by
the Lord, andthus are incapable of such conduct. Consequently, they
are the ones who obtain much, and in fact all that they can ever
desire. - 1748, March 22.

1643

THAT NO ONE TAKES AUGHT OF CREDIT
TO HIMSELF IN HEAVEN BECAUSE HE HAS TAUGHT MANY THINGS. The spirits
oftwo individuals known to me in their lifetime, and who had been
distinguished as teachers, and had labored with exemplary diligence
in preaching, began to say that they were now also prompted by a
[similar] desire of teaching. I perceived that the desire by which
they were influenced in their lifetime has thus, as it were,
revived, but the motive by which it was prompted was concealed from
me. But when certain others, who were high above me, and who, as I
presume, were teachers while in the world, on whichcount they were
now exceedingly high in heaven, entered into conversation with me
respecting a certain one who when living on earth had been actuated
by an intense love of teaching, so that it seemed to constitute his
very life, I thence took occasion forfurther converse, and remarked
that I knew not whence their ardent desire of teaching arose,
though I knew that they had been of such a quality In the life of
the body. But there are some who are prompted to that pursuit from
a desire of being accounted wise in the estimation of the world,
this being in fact their grand incentive; wherefore from such a
pursuit or labor they can expect no reward in heaven, inasmuch as
their motive is selfish, to wit, to acquire the reputation of
wisdom. Others [engage in it]with a view to becoming great and
being promoted to honors; others for the sake of gain; others
forcedly, having an eye to the compensation, though their delights
are rather in other and worldly things; others again from a natural
inbred love for the employment, so that they could reasonably
expect nothing [by way of remuneration] therefrom. Indeed, as to
what concerns this zeal in teaching it is not their own, but the
Lord’s, as they themselves confess in their preachings.
Wherefore if anyone places meritin such an occupation, he obtains
nothing in heaven.

1644

Those who spoke with me from this
exceeding high elevation, sought with avidity whatever of evil they
could find against others, when yet, as I perceived, they
themselves had been addicted to lasciviousness; wherefore I
inquired of them why they were so intent upon discovering things of
this kind and they did not seek to find out the good things [of
others], and thus excuse their evils, as is the way of the Lord
Himself. To this they assented. Whence the discourse fell upon
those who seek out evils only, and nothing of good, that thus they
may appear to be of superior worth to others. On this head, also
they acknowledged the truth to be as it was, and yet they could not
act otherwise [as was evident], for they continued in the same
conduct. - 1748, March 22.

1645

THAT THE CELESTIALS LOVE WORDS AND
LETTERS THAT ARE SOFT, THAT THEY PREFER VOWELS, AND SOFTEN CERTAIN
CONSONANTS. Whenever I discoursed with celestial spirits, I could
scarcely find words that were agreeable to them. They were disposed
to reject all such as had anything harsh or grating in the sound,
consequently such as contained certain consonants that were harder
than they loved to hear. They have a fondness for sounds that flow
like a stream, and for this reason they affect the vowels, which
are thus flowing; but if consonants are employed, they soften them,
so that their harshness may not be perceived.

1646

The suggestion thence occurred,
whether there were not something similar in the Psalms and the
Prophets, and whether it might not be inferred from the words and
the speech, as well as also from the gyres and the terminations,
what classes of spirits spoke through them. - 1748, March 22.

1647

THAT THE THINGS WHICH I LEARNED
FROM REPRESENTATIONS, VISIONS, AND DISCOURSES WITH SPIRITS AND
ANGELS WERE FROM THE LORD ALONE. Whenever there was any
representation, vision, and discourse, I was kept interiorly and
intimately in reflection upon it, as to what thence was useful and
good, thus what I might learn therefrom; which reflection was not
thus attended to by those who presented the representations and
visions, and who spoke; yea, sometimes they were indignant when
they perceived that I was reflecting. Thus, have I been instructed;
consequently,by no spirit, nor by any angel, but by the Lord alone,
from whom is all truth and good; yea, when they wished to instruct
me concerning various things, there was scarcely anything but what
was false: wherefore I was prohibited from believing anything
thatthey spoke; nor was I permitted to infer any such thing as was
proper to them [or akin to their proprium]. Besides, when they
wished to persuade me, I perceived an interior or intimate
persuasion that the thing was so and so, and not as they wished;
whichalso they wondered at; the perception was manifest, but cannot
be easily described to the apprehension of men. - 1748, March
22.

1648

CONCERNING THE PREPARATION OF THE
WAY, BEFORE THE ADVENT, OF ANGELS TO MEN ON THE EARTH JUPITER, AND
CONCERNING JOHN THEBAPTIST. A certain one of the spirits of Jupiter
who strike fear and terror into man by their approach, applied
himself to my left side under the elbows, and then spoke in his
peculiar way, at first with a somewhat harsh, grating sound, as of
the teeth, and afterward as of the lips, as he also said, so that
the sound of his utterance was heard like that of one who
sonorously compresses his lips. The words were not continuous, but
very discrete, and accordingly the ideas or words of the discourse
were not closely connected, [but so separated that] it was
necessary to wait for a considerable time in order to know what was
said. He inspired also a degree of terror in connection with what
he uttered, saying to me among other things that it was customary
in the earth prior to the approach of angels to have one sent
before as a herald, to prepare a man for their coming, to talk with
him concerning them, and to admonish him to entertain them
courteously, and to do them no harm; to whom I replied that this
did not depend upon me, but upon the spirits of the earth where I
am, whom, if they are present, I cannot control; but if they [the
spirits of Jupiter] were able to do it, very well.

1649

Angels of that earth, namely,
Jupiter, afterwards came, and I was enabled to perceive that they
were of another genius, thus of another earth [from ours] from
their speech; for their speech was such that they spoke not by
words, but by ideas, which diffused themselves over the whole face,
so that the face concurred, as it were, andat first, in such a
manner that the origin of this expression in the speaking face was
from the lips, thence extending itself to the surrounding parts,
whereof I had a perception, although obscure. It was afterwards
shown me that the ideas were, as it were, continuous, yet discreted
into words, but the words were not so heard. They remarked that
they spoke thus with each other on their earth, inasmuch as their
speech is of the face commencing from the lips, concerning which
see above.

1650

They afterwards spoke still more
continuously, so that the words were scarcely perceived, but there
was, as it were, a continuous idea; and although words were thence
formed by me, yet so that they were scarcely to be found, as in the
case of a man who, without reflectionupon the words, attends solely
to the sense, when the words appear as if they were not. In the
present instance, though the case was similar, yet there was this
difference, that I could perceive the words disappear, as it were,
and the discourse was thus continued by means of ideas alone, and
yet more intelligibly than if the words had been heard. This kind
of speech, consisting of ideas still more continuous, or, as it
were, of one single continuous idea, moved also the whole face, but
commenced from the eyes and thence extended round about; but it was
a speech interior to the former. They spoke also concerning such a
speech as being in use with the men of their earth, especially with
the better portion of them.
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1651

They then spoke also in such a
manner that the face did not speak at the same time, or did not
concur by a corresponding motion throughout, as before, but the
face remained to my observation quiescent, and then they spoke in
my brain, so that the brain was moved in like manner [as the face
had been], which motion or convibration, however, I could not so
distinctly feel, but it was a speech by ideas still more
continuous, so that from many there resulted one idea, thus
continuous, and yet it was intelligible to me.

1652

They afterwards spoke in such a
manner that I understood nothing, while the angels understood it
far better than I [could possibly have done], for it was by means
of a most delicate aura, which I plainly perceived, although what
was said was of too great tenuity for meto comprehend. They speak
thus with the men of their earth who are almost angels. I remember
to have heard elsewhere a similar speech, but what was said I could
not learn, although some that were with me said that they could
understand it well; this is therefore a speech still more
interior.

1653

These different kinds of speech
have somewhat the quality of fluid substances, the first resembling
water, the second a fluid rarer than water, the third like a thin
atmosphere, and the fourth as a most delicate aura, which
transcends human apprehension.

1654

The spirit who was with me at my
left side occasionally interposed a remark, saying, that he did not
understand their speech, because it was so interior, and yet he
spoke from time to time, and, according to his wont, chided me for
dealing so gently with them, for they were spirits of this earth,
who gave vent to certain things which were displeasing and
vexatious, on which account I was appealed to to put a stop to
them, but I replied to him that spirits of this character were
indeed from our earth, but that I had nothing to do with them.

1655

Afterwards, this same spirit who
had thus chided me, observed that he could understand what they
said, but he then came into a state in which he had the requisite
perception; but he was then removed to my left ear, into which he
poured his discourse more rapidly than before.

1656

From this it may be inferred how
the case is in the universal heaven, and the whole orb of the
earth, viz. that before the approach of angels a spirit is
dispatched to prepare the way, to inspire [a salutary] fear, and to
admonish that the angelic visitants be courteously received; and
moreover, that such messenger-spirit often speaks somewhat harshly,
saying that he does not understand what the angels may communicate,
though he is afterwards reduced to a better state, and then says
that he doesunderstand, that he is continually present, and
continually preparing the mind, and endeavoring to avert whatever
may be unkind or unbecoming. Hence it may appear that in the
universal heaven, and the whole world, the custom obtains of a
forerunner being employed, and that John the Baptist acted in this
capacity as an announcer of the Lord’s Advent, and that the
case was the same with John in respect to the Lord as it was with
this spirit in respect to the angels, to wit, that John also was in
doubt from not understanding what the Lord declared, as we read,
and that being afterwards better instructed, his mind was opened to
receive it, as was the case with thespirit who was in contact with
my ear. The similarity holds, too, in regard to the discourses of
our Lord, which were such as to contain things more and more
interior, as we read in the Evangelist John, until at length he
uttered things which they could not understand, from being still
more interior, and which, therefore, were brought into close
resemblance with what appeared to me as atmospheres and auras, as
described above. Still there was at the same time an external
speech insinuated through an external way. - 1728, March 23.

1657

THE SPEECH OF THE SPIRITS OF
JUPITER WITH ME BY MEANS OF THE LIPS AND THE GUMS OF THE TEETH.
Spirits of the earth Jupiter, but of a different class from the
former, also spoke with me, but in a different manner, to wit, by
thetongue and the lips, so that the sound entered through the lips,
thus by another way than that made use of in discourse with the
angels.

1658

They spoke, moreover, through my
gums, so that the gums and teeth perceived it almost with a sense
of pain. Therewas a peculiar constriction, and so manifestly
sensible, that although the teeth did not actually ache, yet it
came but little short of it. They said, indeed, that this kind of
speech among them constringed the teeth in such a way as to cause a
sensationof pain, and that it was the speech of spirits who had not
yet become angels, consequently of those who had recently come into
the other life. The sound of the speech, as was manifestly
apparent, flowed in through another way, to wit, through the
Eustachian tube.

1659

Those who were with me in the first
instance were desirous of being called angels, because their speech
was of this character, but it was shown them that this attenuated
and almost imperceptible kind of speech could be made use of by
evil spirits, for it is, in fact, their thought, which this class
of spirits employ for perverting other spirits, and also for
perverting the thoughts of men, as they repeatedly endeavored to do
with me. But there is this difference, that the spirits of our
earth are not able to determine their speech into the face.

1660

But inasmuch as the spirits of the
earth Jupiter spoke concerning the Lord, and worshipped Him only,
it was said that they could be considered no otherwise than as
angels; wherefore, as it nowoccurs to me, they constitute the
heaven of spirits, but not the world of spirits.

1661

Moreover, an angel spoke with me
through spirits, which was done from the interior towards the
exterior; this was observed by the spirits of the earth Jupiter,
thatthus they might know that the speech, as long as spirits are
the speakers, is by a way from the exterior, while the speech of
angels is by a way from the interior. - 1748, March 23. Angels act
from the interior, while I perceive [the operation]; it is by the
motion of the lips, but still from the interior. It is also from
the interior when the left eye is effected, but this I do not
perceive.

1662

THAT THE MEMORY OF MAN REMAINS
UNIMPAIRED IN THE OTHER LIFE. Souls in the other life seem, indeed,
to themselves to have lost the memory of particulars, or the
corporeal memory, in which merely material ideas inhere, because
they are unable to excite anything from that memory, while yet the
full faculty of perceiving and speaking remains as in the life [of
the body]. But this is owing to the fact that the Lord has so
ordained that the soul shall not be able to draw forth anything
from that memory, as then it would excite the same things as it did
in the former life, and would live in like manner, and so could not
beperfected. Still that memory remains, not, however, as active,
but as passive, and it can be excited by others; for whatever men,
may have done, seen, or heard in their lifetime, when they are
spoken of to them with a like idea, then they at once recognize
them, and know that they have said, seen, or heard such things
which has been evinced to me by such abundant proofs that I could,
in confirmation, fill many pages with them. As such, then, is the
state of the case, it appears that spirits retain all their memory
of particulars, so that they lose nothing, only that, for the
causes above mentioned, they cannot draw anything from it, as they
are now led onward into [their interior] life, and thus no longer
act from their [externals]. Souls are not at all aware but that
they speak from their own memory, and do, in fact, sometimes thus
speak, as I have heard, but then it is from the interior memory,
through which the things in their corporeal memory are excited; and
how they can thus speak, and even preach, isa matter for
investigation at another time. They confessed, however, that they
had lost the memory of particular [or material] things, at which
they were indignant. It was only given them to remember those
things which they could excite from my memory. Spirits also do the
same, and thus speak in a manner suitable to their own life, the
life which they have contracted from the life in the body, for they
can excite nothing else; [but this they do] with variety according
to the state of life in which they are,which state is induced by
the societies they are conjoined to, as they then speak in an
altered manner. As spirits speak from the life of their loves, and
that life appears sufficiently manifest, many things can thus be
excited by other spirits which theyrecognize, and thus what they
have said, seen, and heard is excited [indirectly] in their own
memory. But all these things are directed to the Lord alone. -
1748, March 23.

1663

CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENT OF
LASCIVIOUSNESS. There was a certain spirit in amedium altitude
above my head who in his lifetime had lived lasciviously and yet
had been at the same time an assiduous reader of the Word. I heard
respecting him what his quality had been during his life, namely,
that he had been in the delight of variety, so as to have cherished
no constant love towards any, but spent his time in brothels,
having intercourse with their inmates, and yet afterwards rejecting
each of them in turn. As a consequence, he had defrauded many,
making no distinction whether those with whom he had to do were
married or unmarried. In this way, be divested himself of all love
truly conjugal, as also of the desire of having children; and as he
eventually came to do what he did without rebuke of conscience, he
thence acquired that unnatural habit, or, as I may say, contracted
an unnatural nature.

1664

His punishment was after this
fashion: in a region above the head, at a moderate height, and in
full view of spirits and angels, he was driven towards an extended
rope, upon coming in contact with which he stooped his head in
order to pass under, when he was immediately caught by the back,
and fastened to the rope, and then made to revolve round it like a
linen garment, till at length I saw one of his feet adhering to the
rope, and the wholefront of his person, from head to foot, exposed
to the view of spirits and angels, and thus was made to rotate,
conspicuous to all around, and meanwhile racked with shame and
pain.

1665

Being afterwards released, he came
to my right side, and spoke with me, saying that he had been of
such a character in his lifetime, but still making the
acknowledgment with shame, so as scarcely to dare to look up, or to
be willing to leave my side. He said he was so terribly bruised
that he did not see how he could hold together, and yet he spoke
modestly, and with evident tokens of penitence, in view of what his
life had been, so that he did not suffer the same excruciating
tortures with others who had lived that kind of lascivious life. -
1748, March 23.

1666

CONCERNING THE THINGS SITUATED ON
THE LEFT AND ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE BRAIN. That the contents of
the left side of the brain correspond to the right portions of the
body, it was given me to know by experience; for spirits acted upon
the left side of the brain, and asensation was derived thence into
the right nostril and into the palm of the right hand, and it was
also said that such was the derivation.

1667

Spirits of the planet Jupiter said,
moreover, that it was the intellectual principle on the right side
of thecerebrum, just above the temple, into which the operation
flowed, and to which also, from some unknown cause, I at such times
applied my hand. [From this it is to be inferred] that the right
part of the brain is the seat of the intellectuals, and the leftof
affections, while in the body the case is the reverse, for the left
eye is appropriated to intellectuals and the right to the
affections. - 1748, March 23.

1668

CONCERNING SPIRITS FROM ANOTHER
EARTH WHO ARE ALTOGETHER UNWILLING TO ADMIT THAT THEY HAVE EVER
BEEN POSSESSED OF A BODY. There is a class of spirits who have,
during their bodily life, so despised the body that they come to
regard it with hatred, nor can they bear to hear it said that they
were once clothed with a body. There were some in this region who
spoke with me, and said that they were not altogether willing to
come hither, as they suppose that here are those who are clothed
with a body, and by such they are contumeliously treated, as they
are perpetually thinking of bodies, and representthe former as
corporeal like themselves, whence ensues an appearance as if they
represented serpents, and projected them towards the others, whom
they [the serpents] approach, but not so as to fasten their fangs
upon them, or to prevent their being easilycast off. Still they
sometimes cause them to twine round each of their arms, while they,
with uneasy promptings, aim to get rid of them. When I inquired
into the reason of all this, they replied that thespirits of our
earth cause them all this trouble, because they think themselves
corporeal and call themselves men, but these spirits do not regard
themselves in this light, wherefore their thoughts are dissonant,
and hence the kind of representations spoken of.

1669

The spirits above mentioned said
that they had never been clothed with a body, nor did they appear
to themselves in a bodily form, but rather in that of a cloud, in
which the human form was scarcely discernible. Certain spirits were
thus occasionally represented to me, to wit, as white clouds, with
a rude and hardly perceptible resemblance to the human form. When I
asked them the cause of this, they said they did not know; for they
were unwilling to admit that they had ever been corporeal. I was
hence persuaded, especially as they spoke well of the spirits of
the earth Jupiter, that they were, in fact, from thence, inasmuch
as the inhabitants of that earth despise their bodies, and would
fain live as spirits on their earth, and not as invested with a
body, wherefore they call those bodies worms, orthe food of worms,
and because they thus think, and that thought insinuates itself
into the ideas of spirits, therefore the above-mentioned serpentine
ideas [so to call them] were formed.

1670

But whether they may not have been
from one of the satellitesof Jupiter, which, like [our] moon, are
surrounded by a different kind of atmosphere [from their primary],
and thus that these spirits are a different kind of creatures in
such a little world, and possessed of another kind of bodies, I am
not sure, thoughthey intimated to me something of the kind; for as
I could not have an idea of any sort of men except such as live on
earths surrounded by atmospheres, therefore, although ignorant of
the positive fact, yet I would not decidedly reject the
supposition, forcorporeal forms are governed entirely by the state
of the atmospheres, and many other things pertaining to the earths
in which they dwell. - 1748, March 23.

1671

They said that they rarely came to
the spirits of this region, or to others who think much oftheir
bodies, but that they live to themselves, and that being fewer than
others they cannot, like other spirits, represent to themselves
that they were ever in such a body.

1672

They are upright to such a degree
as to be called probities, and they sufferthe infliction of
injuries without any desire of revenge or redress. They flee as
soon as ever they approach to spirits who think of their bodies,
for no one of them is willing to think of his own body, or to hear
anything respecting it, wherefore their societies do not agree with
the societies of other spirits, whence an anxiety exists, and of
such a nature that I partook of it; I perceived, too, that it arose
from the circumstance of the disagreement now spoken of. These
societies afterwards spoke to mefrom a greater distance.

1672-1/2

“I asked of them whether they
walked erect or crept like worms; to which they replied that they
walked erect. When I inquired how they could do this without feet,
requesting at the same time that they should recall the idea which
they had [on this subject] during their earthly life. I found that
they were unwilling to hear anything of their having had feet. I
then inquired whether they were not born of afather and mother.
They said they were born. I asked whether they hadhuman faces; they
certainly had faces, and again they were handsome, nor could they
bear to hear that I thought of them as without faces, but they
still insisted that they were without a body, and when I would
represent them as worms divested of their exuviae”,
“and emerging as nymphaea, this they liked, and would fain
have the case to have been thus. I was thence able to conclude that
they had been clothed with a body, but that in their lifetime they
had so despised their bodies as to hold them as vile filth, and as
the exuviae of worms, and that they wished to be divested of them,
because they were clogs, and that they had died after having lived
as spirits during their lifetime; and also, that hence arose the
anxiety among them in relation to spirits thatloved their bodies.
It seems probable, therefore, that they were born on the planet
Jupiter, where some are this character.”1672
1/3“They acknowledge our Lord like the spirits of
Jupiter, and worship Him alone, whence they say that they are
upright”.1672 1/4((The anxieties which I
perceived were caused by reciprocal aversions. The spirits of our
earth are averse to them at their first approach by reason of their
repugnance to all thoughts concerning bodies - thoughts with which
the sphere of the spirits of our earth is filled, for such a sphere
is formed from thoughts (see above), and aversion arises from the
concurrence of contrary spheres, and from aversion, anxiety.
Thence, also, originate the representation caused by our spirits of
serpents twined around them, which they endeavor to throw off as a
troublesome annoyance from the arms encircled in their folds. But
while I write these things, they do not wish to have anything said
which implies the idea of arms; and this again indicates that they
were once possessed of a corporeal investment, but that they held
their bodies in extreme aversion. - 1748, March 23. In like manner
that they were furnished with loins and feet, for serpents appeared
about their loins, etc.

1673

“Their opinion during the
lifeof the body had been that they had existed as spirits from
eternity, on which account they were very backward to receive the
conviction flowing from the fact that they were born, insisting
that they had been spirits from eternity. But being still pressed
by the conviction that the fact was not so, inasmuch as they would
by no means deceive any one, they said that they now knew that they
had not existed from eternity, but were born like others, but that
they had [somehow] imbibed that opinion of their havingbeen
eternally spirits, and thus infused into bodies, just as certain
persons on our earth [run into the same conceit]. Still so upright
are they that the indications of their penitence for having
entertained such an opinion moved me much, seeing that they now
know that they were not from eternity, as the Lord alone is from
eternity. - 1748, March 23”.

1674

“When certain ones [of these
spirits] approached me my face grew hot, which is also a sign of
their presence; otherwise they remain at a very considerable
distance in the plane of the head, in front towards the right, over
against the right side of the forehead”.

1675

(A certain chiding spirit came to
me, but in a different manner from those who were of the spirits of
the earth Jupiter, and taking his stand at my side addressed me in
that position; but still he seemed to hover somewhat above the
head, about the region of the fontinel (the fount of pulsation),
and spoke with me. He was able to explore the minuter things [of my
mind or memory], and to bringthem forth, and that too in a skillful
connection, so that he would restrain [even my own] restraining
thought, nor did he withdraw himself thence. He brought forth the
things which he discovered [in my memory],and chided me on account
of them. Some things he was not permitted to produce; what he did
produce were such things as he supposed to be mine, and for which
he regarded me as the responsible cause. After having conversed
with him for some time, it was given me to understand that he was
one of the spirits of those of whom I am now speaking, who in their
lifetime were chiders of their fellow-men, though doing it in a
subtle manner. From hence I was able to conclude that the men of
that region or planet were distinguished by very profound thought,
andthat consequently this kind of chiding took place, wherefore it
was granted to me to speak in like manner. He would fain also in a
similar way become an angel; but when I remarked that it was not
angelical to search only into a man’s evils to the neglect of
his goods, and without an attempt to excuse his evils, he still
insisted that this was done for the sake of reformation, and
therefore was a good; and when he heard me say that that was not
angelical, he replied that neither was it angelical to speak thus
with him and to detect his evils, to which when I answered that
this was nothing more than declaring the fact as it showed itself
to be, inasmuch as I did not inquire into his evils, but he
disclosed them himself and I had only said what had come from him,
he was then unwilling to remain any longer, being still pleased,
however, that I should say that he might become an angel, provided
he would not set his heart so much upon the fact of his becoming
one - this produced an exhilarating effect upon him, concerning
which also [we] held some further conversation together.)

1676

It was moreover shown to me what
kind of form those spirits of the better class possessed, namely,
that they were like a black cloud with something of white and human
interspersed, destitute of any definite shape, as is usually the
case with a radiated cloud. They said that they were white
inwardly; then, that they hoped to become angels; then, that this
black color would be turned into a beautiful azure, a specimen of
which of most splendid hue was shown to me, and from the whole I
concluded that they were from that region, or from that earth.

1677

The spirits in question wondered
when I said that the things [seen and heard by me] were written,
and could thus be published to the world,so that by the writing
alone they could be made known to many thousands. They remarked
that such an art was not permitted, supposing it might prove
magical. But when I replied to them that such an art existed in our
earth, familiar to everyone, and therefore lawful; and moreover
that there was a necessity for it, inasmuch as there is no one, to
my knowledge, on this earth with whom spirits converse, as they do
in other earths, and therefore men could not be reformed through
this medium; [and when I furtherremarked] that though the
inhabitants of our earth know from revelation that there is a
heaven, that there are spirits and angels, and that there is a life
after death, yet that very few believe these truths, because they
have not the privilege of conversing with those in the other life,
- then they were satisfied and [o] persuaded that for those in this
earth such communication was necessary, but not for them in their
earths, as they are instructed in various ways by angels. These
things from the [o] aboveare their words, written down from their
own mouth or thought.)

1678

I inquired of them whether they
could see objects through my eyes. They replied that they did not
see; and when I again pressed them for a true answer, they said
that they did not wish to see such things, because they were
material, and that they strongly withdrew their vision from them,
that they might not see what they did not know.

1679

(I spoke farther with them
respecting their offspring, and they said they had at most but
three or four children; that the house of each was separate from
that of every other; and that they were content to live in small
chambers, of which one was represented to me. It was of beautiful
architecture, having in a kind of rotunda a hearth that supplied
lightto the whole apartment, in which was a table. Their
sleeping-places are at the sides, where there is one single bed
continuously extended, like a wall, where they lie one after
another. There was a cover-lid of an obscurely golden color.)

1680

(The lightin the rotunda was like a
living flame rising to a considerable height. They informed me that
it was not a burning, but only a shining, fire, and that they have
such species of woods among them as when cut and disposed on the
hearth diffuse around them a kind of lucid flame. In lucidity and
color, it resembled our flame, so that I took it to have been a
burning flame, which gave light to the whole chamber. Two pieces of
wood were represented to me in which there was this kind of light.
The appearance was asif they formed a fire of coals, or as if there
were a mere fiery something glowing within, and which shone
through. Such sticks of wood are cut and placed upon the hearth,
and from them the luminousness originates.)

1681

And when I represented to them
themagnificent palaces of our earth, which our spirits admired, but
those spirits thought little of because they were of stone and such
materials, which they call monsters, being mere marble semblances,
they remarked that there were still more magnificent ones among
them, which they represented before the spirits of our earth, who
said that they had never seen anything more magnificent. Some of
them, but not the most magnificent, were represented, but only in a
very partial manner, to me; more was not grantedlest it should
inhere in my memory. But they have temples in which they worship
the Lord, made with tall trees, which they said were exceedingly
lofty, and which they so dispose as to make the thick branches
spread wide on every side around. These branches they bend, train,
prune, lop, and extend in such a manner as to form palaces in a
kind of series, by means of arches with beautiful entrances, one
arched recess being joined to another, and so on through a large
extent of space. In this manner, a whole forest is formed, as it
were, [into palaces,] with porticoes long and broad, and with
arched entrances and doorways. The visitors upon coming thither
find the forest all laid out in walks, of which, however, the more
interior portions were not shown to me,except that I perceived the
folding-doors or gates [valvas] and the overarchings, and that
everything was effected by the beautiful disposition of the
branches of trees. Splendid elevated grades or terraces are also
formed, which lead upward by a winding ascent. Arranging and
conjoining thus the branches of trees, they adapt them both to
purposes of use and of ornament, and when they have mounted [to the
highest parts] they then fall upon their knees and worship the
Lord. The trunks of the trees below, on which these structures
rest, stand four and four [four on either side (?)], and of these
they dispose the branches this way and that, some for the flooring,
some for the doorways, some for the walls, which are also furnished
with doors, and some for the roofs, through which the rays of the
sun penetrate and give light, while those that support the floor
and those around the doors are stripped of bark in order to appear
of a whiter hue. The walks underneath and the external adornings
were such as inspired ourspirits with the deepest admiration, and
they described them as being of a magnificence that surpassed
description. Two or three of them were shown separately. These were
colored, as they [the inhabitants] are greatly enamoured of
anything that reflects abright and beautifulsky color. But beside
this there were obscure golden colors, mixed with a slight infusion
of white. Their habitations, however, are on the earth, and not on
these elevated stagings, which serve them as holy places.
Accordingly, they commend, and value, and prefer to all others
their own architectural arts, and the simple style of building
conformed to them.

1682

I inquired of them how it was as to
those among them who were evil, for they, as it was said, are an
upright class of spirits. They replied that it is not permitted to
anyone to be bad; and that if anyone does think or speak badly, he
is first rebuked by a certain spirit, who says to him that if he
repeats the offence he will die, and he does die in a fainting fit
if he is againguilty of that which is thus prohibited. In this
manner, the people are preserved from the contagion of evils. A
certain spirit of this class was present, speaking with me as with
those to whom he then administered rebuke, and addressed me in a
similar manner, [and I observed that] he induced upon a part of the
abdomen (some degree of pain, as was usually the case with them, to
each one of whom the rebuker is accustomed to relate whatever of
evil he had thought or done, and to punish him with pain in the
bowels, saying to him that if he does thus again he will die,
(:which with us corresponds to remorse of conscience, for with
those who speak with spirits there are manifest pains:) and one
said that they die in a fainting or swooning fit [per deliquium],
and that they became such spirits as torture, chide, and admonish
men. He was at the back of my head, and thus spoke in a kind of
undulatory way. - 1748, March 25.)

1683

CONCERNING CONJUGIAL LOVE, AND [THE
LOVE] OF PARENTS TOWARDS CHILDREN. Whence the originof love truly
conjugal, whence the love of parents towards children, and the
[perhaps] still greater love towards grandchildren, no one has
hitherto known, when yet, as there is something celestial in those
loves, [knowledge respecting them] ought to comefrom heaven, and
thus to flow, as a universal principle, into the minds of all.
Nothing of this nature can be without a cause in the inmosts and
the supreme, nor could anything by any means exist without a cause
in the inmosts and the supreme; for what isthere without a cause
and a principle of being? [In this case] the principle is manifest,
to wit, the Lord’s love towards the universe of creatures, as
well angels and spirits as men, as being of Him, whence that love
in itself is compared to conjugial love, and is predicated of the
Lord as the bridegroom and husband, and of the Church as the bride
and wife. Apart from the Lord’s love towards all and each of
His creatures, and His manifest influx into the inner and inmost of
human minds, there never couldexist any conjugial love,
consequently any love of good, which is in various ways derived
from conjugial love. In like manner, unless the Lord loved all and
each as a father his children, and the inmost heaven from the Lord,
as a mother her infants, therewould by no means exist any storge
[or parental affection]. The greater love or storge towards
grandchildren cannot be a matter of self-origination; wherefore
love descends; it comes from the source now indicated. - 1748,
March 25.

1684

CONTINUATION CONCERNING SPIRITS WHO
ARE UNWILLING TO ADMIT THAT THEY HAVE LIVED IN THE BODY. SPIRITS OF
ANOTHER EARTH. I inquired of them how they could so value and love
the things by which they were surrounded, such as houses and
buildings formed of trees, when yet they were so averse to
corporeal things that they could have no interaction with such as
were intent upon the interests of their bodies. They hesitated
somewhat, scarcely knowing what to answer, but at length replied
that the objects above mentioned are their celestial things, and
that intheir heaven they are delighted with similar things, for in
the life of the body they had taken pleasure in these arboreal
structures rising upwards from the earth as being celestial,
because they knew there were such things in heaven. Since,
moreover, they are not carried away, like the inhabitants of our
earth, by any earthly loves, such as the love of possessions,
wealth, fine mansions, pomps, luxurious living, and splendid
garments; and since, too, they are not affected by thenumber of
societies, as they live every family by itself, therefore they
cannot value and love anything else than objects of the above kind,
from whence it is not to be inferred that they place an undue
estimate upon their bodies. - 1748, March 25.

1685

Since, therefore, they had no other
pleasures in life than such as are now mentioned, and inasmuch as
they hoped, during their lifetime, for similar though more perfect
enjoyments [in the life to come], it is not surprising if they are
delighted in these things, and prize and love them. Similar but
more perfect things are represented to them in their heaven,
concerning which some said that they knew that their joy was not
essentially in those things, but in the things that flowed from
them, and are in them;and, moreover, that they held in aversion
bodily things, even their own bodies; whence again it was evident
to me that my anxiety, as in a former case, arose from the mutual
aversion subsisting between those spirits and ours, as has been
already intimated.

1686

Their action was into the region of
the left knee, above, and a little below, with a certain undulation
or vibration quite sensible, from which I concluded that they do
not love those corporeal things which pertain to the sole of the
foot, but [simply] natural things; for that kind of movement above
the knee, and midway of the thigh upwards, signifies that which is
celestial, because thus are celestial and natural things conjoined;
so that there are those in whom celestial and natural things are
conjoined, as there are others in whom spiritual and natural things
are conjoined. - 1748, March 25.

1687

(When the men of that earth are
punished on account of evils, there appears to them a mouth with
open jaws [rictus], as wide as that of a lion, but of adark and
livid color, at the sight of which they shudder, dreading that it
should be either heard or seen. They call him the devil who
punishes those, and those only, who in some way profane holy
things. - 1748, March 25. Such an open-jawed mouth, on approaching,
seems to swallow the head, tear in it from the body, which is
reported among them to be attended with extreme pain.)

1688

CONCERNING THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE
PROVINCE OF THE DURA MATER There were a number of spirits above me
at a medium distance overhead, about the region of the cerebrum,
who acted by a sort of common pulsation, which was at first a
reciprocal undulation, as it were, downwards and upwards with a
certain cool kind of breathing upon my forehead. Their motion, as I
have remarked, was akind of reciprocal one, such as I have
sometimes experienced from a multitude of spirits. From this
species of up and down motion, I could infer that they were not of
the more interior class, as their movement is that of gyres.

1689

These same spirits afterwards
exhibited a flaming light, quite resplendent, under the left side
of the chin, then under the left eye, but more obscurely, then
above the eye, but still not clearly, notwithstanding the light was
of a flaming brightness, though not white. Spiritsare accustomed
thus to exhibit certain kinds of lights.

1690

When I afterwards held my left hand
on the left part of the cranium or head, I perceived also an
undulating pulse under the palm of the hand with the up and down
motion.

1691

When I inquired who, they were,
they were unwilling to speak; it was said they did not speak
willingly, and when driven to it that they were still averse,
saying that thus it would be detected of what quality they were. I
perceived that those were of this character who constituted the
province of the dura mater, which is a common integument, or rather
a substratum, in the brain, of those things which are celestial and
spiritual; for although the dura mater is extended over, and thus
appears above, yet it is not overlaid but underlaid in respect to
those things, since it comprises [tenet] the exteriors of the
brain, while spiritual and celestial things [occupy] the
interiors.

1692

Those that constitute the province
of the dura mater were such in the life of the body as
neitherthought nor spoke of spiritual things, but were such as
never supposed the existence of anything but what was natural, and
even considered that which is spiritual and celestial to be
natural, nor was it possible for them, by reason of the crassitude
of their interiors to have any other idea. Still they did not
confess it; and if driven to confess what idea they had of
spiritual and celestial things, they could say no otherwise than
that it was a certain natural something; they went no further. At
the same time they attend divine worship, and pray, and sing; [in a
word,] those who constitute the province of the dura mater are not
among spirits, but among genii, wherefore their motion corresponds
to the pulsation of the heart.

1693

There were afterwards otherswho
also caused a pulsation, but not up and down, but transversely,
which I was enabled to perceive by the hand. Then again there were
others [who produced the same effect], not so reciprocally, but
more fully, so that the pulsation filled the hollow of the hand.
Others again there were whose pulsation projected itself from one
finger to another, thus by leaps [subsultim]; and these were
perceived above the head, while the former [operated] within, thus
with variety. I was not well instructed as to who they were, unless
that they are such as speak and think somewhat of spiritual and
celestial things, but only from the external senses, or from the
experience of these senses, understanding in fact nothing else. In
hearing I had an impression as if from the female sex, wherefore
these constitute the province of the external skin of the head; for
the more they reason from the bodily senses respecting spiritual
and celestial things, the more exterior do they become. - 1748,
March 25.

1694

CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENT OF
LASCIVIOUSNESS. There are those who in the life of the body indulge
in lascivious thoughts, giving habitually a lascivious turn to what
others converse about,even when the subject is holy. Such a habit
is wont to prevail with young men, when their minds, by reason of
their age, are occupied with such things; but when the same thing
occurs with adults and old men, namely, the turning everything they
hear into this direction, or revolving it over [in their thoughts],
these undergo such a punishment [asI am about to describe].

1695

For they do not cease to have
similar ideas in the other life, which because they reign, and thus
cause that whatever is heard to be turned into lasciviousness, and
because their thoughts go forth into representations, and whatever
they see they turn into obscene representations, that stand forth
before other spirits, causing them great offence, therefore the
angels are averse to such things, and abominate them, while these
[filthy] representations fall upon the simple-minded,who are taken
wholly by surprise by them.

1696

There is a punishment [appointed
for such] which I saw, and grieved at beholding it. A certain
offender, I know not who he was, was thrown down into a horizontal
posture, in the presence of the spirits whom hehad thus wounded and
scandalized, and was made to revolve with a quick motion like a
roller, from left to right, and then transversely in another
position, and so on in almost every posture, and so as to be
apparent to all. Sometimes he was clothed with garments with which
he would fain conceal himself because such had been his character
in his lifetime, and again he was half naked. In this manner, he
was turned horizontally towards several quarters and made to
revolve in full view of spirits, till a degree of shame was
inspired into him, which appeared from the circumstance of his not
wishing to be divested of his clothes. Again, he was made to rotate
in a different manner, to wit, from the head to the feet as if
round an axis, being violently whirled round not with his length
parallel to the axis, but transversely or perpendicularly to it. He
was then subjected again to a horizontal motion back and forth from
left to right, and right to left; then again with extreme pain
towards the right, like a hinge, with resistance, for two forces
are then acting, one roundwise and the other backwards, so that he
was violently forced towards the part to which he was made to
revolve; and as he was thus acted upon by two forces, and yet
driven in one direction, the resultwas a kind of rending asunder
accompanied with excruciating pain. The punishment thus evolved
itself from the offence, and thence also the phantasy, which flows
as a consequence from the crime, thus being an image of it, which
is wonderful.

1697

He afterwards withdrew himself
elsewhere, where he was ashamed of attempting to speak any more
[the spirits meantime] tempting him by various methods, to see
whether he would continue to indulge in the same kind of thoughts,
but as he is then in the memory of his shame and pain he takes it
were, in his own estimation, though they know where he is. - 1748,
March 26.

1698

This punishment was seen towards
the front at almost a middle distance, in the plane of the right
eye.

1699

CONCERNING THE QUARTERS IN THE
SPIRITUALWORLD. It is wonderful that in the world of spirits, and
also in the heavens, everything that takes place, and all the
genera and species of things, wherever they may be, maintain their
own quarters without ever changing them; so, that while any spirit
orany angels appear, or anything occurs, it takes place, in regard
to each, in its own fixed quarter. These quarters have respect to
the human body. When it is known where [spirits] are relatively to
the body, it may be known who they are, and of what quality; and
although dissimilar things may exist in the same quarter, yet from
other signs it may be known what and of what quality they are, and
that too without mistake. Thus, wherever the lake is, wherever
Gehenna, wherever unclean spirits are, or those whoare in the ton,
or who constitute the colon [there certain quarters are to be
recognized], and so in all other particulars.

1700

So also in regard to distances in
the [different] quarters, which are so certain as never to be
subject to mistake.




  1701-1750
1701

The quarters exist relatively to
the human body, or in the plane of the head or some of its parts,
as the forehead, the temples, the right or left eye, or to the left
or right side, or in the plane of the shoulder-joints, the breast,
the abdomen, the loins, the knees, the feet, the soles of the feet,
then also particularly above the head, and thus in like manner
above the forehead, the sinciput, or the occiput, at the left or
the right, forward or backwards; whatever spirits appear at these
points, there is no mistake but that they will continue to appear
there as long as they are of such a quality. Those who are under
the feet are in the lower earth more or less deep, just as the
former are more or less high.

1702

Spirits also change places
accordingto the change that takes place in themselves, for they
hold themselves according to their nature and genius. Some never
change places, and yet pass into the same quarter, making
excursions therein, but it can thence be known who they are.

1703

That they are actually there [where
they appear to be] cannot be said, although such is the appearance.
As it is with altitude and presence, so is it also with situation.
They appear thus before the eyes, because the universal world of
spirits, and the universal heaven represents and constitutes the
Grand Man, which is the reason that they are thus presented to the
view of man while he is as a spirit, and to every spirit and every
angel. That all this is a bare appearance may appear from the act
that if there are numbers viewing them at the same time, and the
same object should exist within a [given] distance between them,
still it would not appear any otherwise to one than to another,
thus not from behind one and in front of another.

1703-1/2

It is wonderful that a position
[situs] should appear such without any particular determination;
for while a spirit reflects upon the position, it is then sometimes
wont to be varied, while yet, by a certain spiritual idea, he knows
its position relatively to the body. - 1748, March 26.

1704

WHATEVER REIGNS PREDOMINANT IN THE
MIND OF A MAN, OF A SPIRIT, OR OF AN ANGEL, TO IT IS BENT WHATEVER
SUCH AN ONE MAY CHANCE TO HEAR. This is a common fact, and thus
maybe known to everyone, that when any thought, affection, or
cupidity has theascendancy in the mind, then everything which is
done by others, and which is heard [by the party in question], is
determined thereto; so, that they, for instance, who are
lascivious, such as we have spoken of above, turn everything that
they hear into lascivious images, and thus into lascivious
expressions. So also in other things.

1705

(With those in whom good reigns,
there is nothing which they do not turn into good, and excuse.
Thus, whatever is from the Lord, and whoever is led by the Lord,
with sucheverything is converted into good. - 1748, March 26.)

1706

CONCERNING AN INDETERMINATE STATE
OF SPIRITS. I, together with the spirits around me, was in an
indeterminate state, which state was such that they could not
reflect at all upon themselves, but became, as it were, reduced to
nothing in the universe, which accords with the popular idea of
spirits. As relates to myself, I could scarcely tell whether I was
in the body or out of the body, for I perceived nothing of the
body, inasmuch as it was not givento reflect upon it. Thus, the
perception I had was independent of the body, for the ideas were
determined to a vague universality [in universum], and thus, as it
were, dissipated, having no determination in myself. Determination
in one’s self causes thatthe subjects of it should seem to
themselves to be such as they think themselves to be. In a word,
the state was altogether different from the ordinary state, nor was
there anything but bare speech, for the spirits spoke and I spoke,
but the speech was asif it proceeded not from any particular man,
but was a mere voice sent forth into vacuity. [Above] there
appeared nothing but the celestial blue vault [sprinkled] with
little stars.

1707

Hence it may be inferred that
whatever spirits may appear to themselves [to be or to possess],
they have it from the determination of ideas in themselves; and
from reflection upon the things which they say, and that without
such determination neither spirit nor man appears to himself to be
anything. - 1748, March 26.

1708

THE EXISTENCE AND SUBSISTENCE OF
HUMAN BODIES FROM THE LORD BY [OR THROUGH] THE GRAND MAN. HOW LIFE
FROM THE LORD IS INFUSED EVEN INTO THE EVIL. (Spirits often
upbraided me, as it were, as having no life, because I said to them
- what is the fact - that neither men, spirits, nor angels live
from themselves, but from the Lord, and that they are only organs
of life. This prompted them to say that I was possessed of no life
at all; and moreover, when I stated that whatever evil was excited
with me pertained tothem, and whatever of good to the Lord, this
they were unwilling to comprehend, still insisting that [on this
ground] I must be destitute of life. They have in fact a decided
aversion to hearing such assertions, for they wish to live from
themselves, and for this reason they often complained, and were
indignant that I thus spoke).

1709

On thinking the matter over with
myself, how the life of the evil is infused into them from the
Lord, I sometimes remarked that inasmuch as they are organs,
therefore that life is according to the forms, which for their
better understanding was compared to the light of the sun. This,
although white in color and one in nature, yet as it passes through
forms, or flows into them, is so varied as to give rise to
different hues, temperatures [tepores], and the like: to which they
could offer nothing in reply.

1710

But now [it is to be affirmed] that
the life of the Lord flows in into all in the universe, for they
constitute the Grand Body [corpus maximum] and heaven, with the
heavenof spirits, which is His body, because it lives from Him, as
a man lives from his soul; i.e. from the Lord through the soul,
wherefore all the members, and the parts of the members, cannot but
live from Him; just as in man the members and parts of
membersdepend exclusively upon his soul; and according to the forms
of the members and the forms of the parts, so they live, and so do
they perform their functions, however diverse, in the universal
body; and yet in such a way that they are led to uses and ends,like
each single organ in the body, for there is a consent of all to
uses and to one end, which is the Lord; whence life [flows] into
all and each, from one mediately into another, through a society of
forms.

1711

Those, however, in that Grand Body,
who are evil, sustain to it the same relation as do the vicious
parts in the body, which by various methods are brought to act in
conjunction; wherefore they are [first] exterminated, dissolved,
and made to pass into the blood, the noxious parts being
rejected,and made to serve uses in this way to the blood, and thus
are purified by innumerable methods. And because things are thus in
the body, they cannot but have life also. - 1748, March 26.

1712

Whatever inflows from the Lord
flows into the Grand Man, but with variety according to functions,
so that there shall be no spirit or angel wholly free from the
effect thence produced, just as in the human body there is nothing
operated by the soul but it flows into its universal body. The
case, however, is not the same in regard to what proceeds from men,
spirits, and angels, for as they are external to each other, all
influx from them is comparatively outward; it subsists within
certain limits, for it does not go to interiors: interiors are
without to it, nor does itreach to intimates, and so on; otherwise
than with that which comes from the Lord, as this passes through
intimates and inmosts. - 1748, March 26.

1713

Nor could the soul thus flow into
the forms of its body according to all varieties, and operate so
diversely in each single part, were there not a Grand Man, of which
the Lord is the life, and which corresponds in all its minute
details with human bodies. From hence exist the varieties of common
forms in human bodies, or of viscera; hence the varieties of the
distinct forms in the viscera; hence the ordination of everything
to uses and ends; hence the functions of all things, of all and
singular things from the Lord. - 1748, March 26.

1714

Hence now also is the existence of
bodies and of their operations; hence subsistence, which is
perpetual existence; hence conservation, which is perpetual
creation; hence the existence and subsistence of all animal bodies,
even of the minutest animalculae; hence the existence and
subsistence of all vegetables with their varieties, which in their
own mode typically represent the bodies of living things; hence,
for the sake of correspondences, the representation of spiritual
and celestial thing by corporeal and material; hence the adaptation
of organs to spiritual and celestialthings, organs corresponding to
their active potencies, to their uses of life, and apart from which
no effect takes place. - 1748, March 26.)

1715

CONCERNING THE EFFECT OF PHANTASY.
Let it not seem wonderful that such things, which are merely
corporeal, exist also in the world of spirits, namely, that the
inhabitants appear to themselves to be bodies, yea, to be clothed
with garments, that they should perceive pains, consequently that
they should possess the sense of touch, besides other things which
are merely corporeal, and such as it would seem could never fall to
the lot of spiritual essences, or spirits; whereas that such is the
fact is so true that all heaven is in the affirmation of it.

1716

Hence are their tortures in hell;
hence their many pains and terrors, as also their cupidities, and
other things which are corporeal.

1717

As it respects the causes whence
such things exist [there], it is because spirits take with them
phantasies from the life of the body, which because they are of the
mind, and are such as are operative, therefore thence are their
affections.

1718

Nor, supposing one to be possessed
of any degree of sound judgment, has he reason to wonder at the
fact now stated; for life, whether corporeal or spiritual, is not
given without sense,and all sense refers itself to touch, even the
intimate and inmost senses, as may be known to anyone from the
sense of seeing and hearing. Since, therefore, there can no life be
given without sense, it follows that those who think themselves to
be corporeal, or who are in corporeal phantasies, and as long as
they are in them, as is the case with many recently departed souls
[carry those phantasies with them]; hence the effect above
mentioned, or a kind of sense of corporeal things, for they imagine
themselves to be living altogether in their bodies, nor can they be
dispossessed of that phantasy, unless by living demonstrations, of
which see in abundance elsewhere.

1719

For these reasons let men beware of
giving heed to those opinions which some persons wouldfain publish
and inculcate, that spirits are altogether devoid of sense, or that
spiritual essences lack all that kind of affection which they
enjoyed while living in their bodies. I know the contrary, which
has been demonstrated to me by a thousand and athousand most
sensible proofs of experience, as I can solemnly declare and
attest; and if men are unwilling to believe from the weight which
they attach to their suppositions and opinions in respect to
spiritual essences; let them take heed to themselveswhen they come
into the other life, where experience will compel them to believe
what they do not credit in this world. In ancient times there were
no men of such a faith in regard to spirits, but [they exist] at
this day, when from the ratiocination of their own brain, and not
from the Word of the Lord, they would explain the nature of spirits
whom they deprive, by their definitions and conjectures, of all
sensual properties, denying everything of the kind to their
interior and intimate principles, when yet these are the things
which merely manifest themselves in externals and which are
perceived; and although they appear in externals, yet it is no
otherwise than as they believe the eye sees, the ear hears, when at
the same time they may know that the eye is merely an organ which
transmits visibilities, while the interior minds [of men] are what
see and hear, the sensorial power being utterly dead withoutthings
interior, as may be abundantly shown. Hence now it may appear that
there are senses in spirits orthe spiritual essences of man, and
moreover that they survive in souls after death, and that as long
as a man is not in the truth of faith, he is made up of phantasies,
which produce the effects before mentioned.

1720

Yea, I can assert that their
torments, terrors, and the like are to them wellnigh as sensible as
in the body, which they have oftentimes confessed to me; and unless
the Lord should take away their phantasies, their corporeal things
thus remaining in their minds, they would be tormented with much
severer anguish than in their bodies; for evil spirits and the
diabolic crew not only have such phantasies, but they inflict the
like upon the minds of those whom they torment, which unless the
Lord took away and moderated, they would have a hell vastly more
excruciating than would ever be possible from their bodies being
held in the suffering of the most intense anguish.

1721

OF THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE
INTERIOR MEMBRANES OF THE BODY, AS THE PLEURA. There are spirits
through whom others speak, and theyscarcely know what they say,
except [as they learn] a little from their prompters while in the
act of speaking. They confessed that they did not well know what
they said; but that yet they spoke, as in fact it was sufficiently
evident, by hearing that others spoke through them, and that they
thus became merely a channel of the speech of others, for the sound
of their utterance made this sufficiently plain. Thus, they have,
as it were, no ideas, but simply voices. In the life of the body
they were mere babblers, thinking nothing of what they said, and
loving to talk of everything, whether they understood it or no.

1722

They said there were troops of
them, and more numerous than could be conceived.

1723

They constitute the interior
membranes of man, which arespacious, and on this account there are
such vast numbers or troops of them; for the membranes are not
otherwise, or do not perform any other use, than to act as passive
forces, and to do whatever the active forces impress upon them.
Concerning these spirits, it is believed that they constitute the
pleura which surrounds the chamber of the thorax, and insinuates
itself through the pericardium into the regions of the lungs, and
that they thus pass into the pharynx and larynx, which is an organ
of speech, asare also the lungs that are encompassed by the pleura,
and to which it constitutes the covering.

1724

It was said also that they give way
or flee when other spirits pursue them, and retire to a
considerable distance, in a direct line from the face almostin
front, but inclining to the left, whence it happens
[correspondentially] that that membrane is so extended, and yields
to the pressure of the lungs as to its active forces.

1725

They spoke above the middle of the
head, at a moderate distance, but the place does not hinder them
from constituting the pleura; for the interior membranes of the
body are continued to those of the head, as, for instance, the
pituitary membrane of the mouth, and thus to the meninges of the
brain, wherefore they are heard above the head, when otherwise they
would be in the plane of the breast, from which they were first
detected at a distance.)))

1726

Such spirits are very numerous, for
the membranes of the body are ample, and are continued around and
over all the viscera, into which they enter. It is now insinuated
that the greatest part of these spirits are women.

1727

CONCERNING THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE
“PIA MENINX” OF THE BRAIN. There are certain spirits
not given to speaking like the former, but serving to the further
development of the ideas of others, and acting also as passive
forces. They are quite modest in their temperament, and are heard
still higher above the head. Their common movement was a flowing
one [fluidus] in a transverse direction in the brain from the front
part backwards, [differing from that of] another class whose common
flowing motion was transversely from one and the other temple
towards the middle of the brain, so that the place of meeting
should be that of the longitudinal sinus.

1728

I heard them speaking: they were
modest and peaceable, and said that in the life of the body they
were such as trusted but little to their own thought, or determined
themselves but were prone to credulity, and easily suffered
themselves to be persuaded by others to almost anything, acting
from their suggestions, and not canvassing the quality of their
advice.

1729

Through these other spirits
transfer their ideas. - 1748; March 26.

1730

Those that constitute the thin
membranes of the brain perform a similar function in the spiritual
world and in heaven with those membranes which admit the
blood-spirit into the interior parts, conducting it in their own
peculiar way, and also serving to clothe the fasciculi of fibers,
or the little nervelets [nervulos].

1731

For these were againrepresented to
me as to the quality of their thought, and among other modes from
this, viz. that they received in simplicity the things that were
spoken, not indeed with a [very intelligent] sense either external
or internal, but so that the angels couldthence derive interior
ideas. Such was their quality [as they appeared] while I uttered
the Lord’s Prayer, as their thought was then exhibited to me;
for all spirits and angels, how many soever and of what quality
soever they may be, may be known from theideas they have when the
Lord’s Prayer is pronounced, and these were all along
represented to me on those occasions. The sense, therefore, of
these spirits was such that the angels could thence derive fuller
ideas, as they were of a milder genius and not mentally closed, as
wasapparent to a spiritual idea, so that they are a kind of
intermediates between an exterior and interior sense of words.

1732

In speaking with them, they said
they were such as often withheld me from thinking of interior
things, and thus [virtually] prohibited me; and also, that they
supposed themselves to be in heaven; for they are, as it were, a
kind of entrance into heaven, which is owing to the nature of their
thoughts.

1733

From these things it may be evident
how difficult it is to perceive the quality of those who are in the
interior, and, still more, who are in the inmost heaven, as they
constitute the membranules or meninges over the minute organs of
the brain, and round about its more tender fibers, which, as they
do not appearto the eye, are not perceived by man; while yet if we
understood the nature of these meninges, we should be able to
apprehend somewhat in regard to those spirits who sustain a similar
relation to the interior and inmost heaven. As these minute organs
withtheir coverings and interior contents are invisible to us, how
much more those spirits who constitute, and, as it were, contain
substantial realities.

1734

Those who constitute the meninx
over the brain are genii, for that meninx is full of blood; in
likemanner those who constitute the meninx over the smaller organs
of the brain. But those who invest the fascicles of the fibers and
the interior nerves are spirits; for as the fibers spring from
their organic principles, so also spiritual things from celestial.
Moreover, as in the fetus every membrane is charged with blood, and
its derivative fibers are, as it were, not bloody, so also it is
with these genii, and so on. - 1748, March 27.

1735

CONCERNING A SPIRITUAL IDEA - WHAT
ITS QUALITY. It is permitted toadduce a single example in order to
illustrate the quality of spiritual ideas [which are such], that,
if barely one word is uttered as all words are ideas then that word
is, as it were, put on [by spirits], and thus they are accustomed
to act inwardly within that word; as, for instance, a certain angel
on hearing the word “Servant,” immediately as it were
put it on, and so prayed from it, signifying by such a
representation that he was a servant, and accordingly prayed as a
servant, for the sake of testifying humility; but that such a state
of things can exist is perceived by no one except a spirit, or one
who is in a spiritual idea. There are many things of this nature. -
1748, March 27.

1736

CONCERNING THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE
EXTERNAL SKIN, AND ITS COATS. There are very many of such a quality
that they constitute the external integuments of the body, with a
difference from the face to the feet. (With these I held much
conversation, and even on this very subject: those who constitute
the foul outermost skin are such as in the life of the body abide
in the literal sense, but those who admit interior things, though
they do not perceive them, but merely abide in them as in a kind of
external sense, they are the interior coats of the skin.

1737

For there are those who abide
indeed in the literal sense of the Word, but yet from various
causes admit an interior sense, to wit, while they seek to
establish their own theories [theses] or articles of faith, for
which purpose they draw [from the Word] affirmative proofs whatever
may be their opinions, and even such as are interior, which thus
fall in with their theories; more especially do they do this where
such interior and inmost things favor their cupidities and their
opinions at the same time; otherwise all such interior and inmost
things, when viewed by them simply in themselves, they disrelish
and reject, holding them almost in aversion, and becoming their
enemies and opposers, except so far as they can claim to have
originated them as something new, for they lovethem in reference to
their own glory and praise, though they do not understand them.

1738

They represent or constitute such
things inasmuch as the external skin communicates by fibers and
vessels with the interiors and inmosts of the brain, from
whencecome its sensations. The skin and its coats imbibe also the
subtlest things of the world, and transmit them to the brain, to
say nothing of their brain exhaling a very attenuated kind of
faeces, as appears from the santorian perspiration [?].

1739

With these spirits it is not easy
to form a connection, nor can they mingle with the angels, for they
favor their own opinions and their own cupidities, and prefer
themselves to others, nor are they willing to admit interior
things, which are destructive to theirphantasies and lusts, as when
it is said to them that there is a special sense and perception of
interior and intimate things, that a spirit does not live from
himself, that he is a mere organ of life - this they are averse to,
for they would fain live from themselves, as would all they also
who constitute the coats. Some, however, can understand the fact to
be so, but still they do not wish it to be so.

1740

There are also besides these
certain spirits who constitute the interiors of the cuticular
coveringof tolerably upright character, who suppose that the things
which proceed from those who constitute the external skin do really
emanate from themselves, thus attributing many things to
themselves, which do not belong to them. They were such in their
lifetime as claimed a great many things as proceeding from them
which yet were not theirs, not indeed from a self-love that led
them to prefer themselves to others, but from a certain cupidity,
and pleasantness, as it were, besides various other causes. I
spokewith them [and found that] they were well-meaning,
apprehending what was said, only that they raved somewhat in
imagining things done by themselves which were really done by
others. - 1748, March 27).

1741

In a word, insanities, that is,
phantasies, reignwith all those who constitute the externals of
man; for externals are such that they act against internals, and
yet they are held by internals in their proper connection and
order, although they do not wish to appear to be governed by
internals, but by themselves. Such phantasies or insanities are
very numerous, and arise from numerous causes, wherefore as long as
they are in them they constitute such externals, especially skins
and membranes, which act against internals. A very large portion of
those fromthis our earth are of such a character,for our orb is in
externals, and almost wholly rules internals; and as much as this
ascendancy prevails, so much are its inhabitants tormented in the
other life, until such phantasies are so far moderated that an
equilibrium can be established, nor are they previously permitted
to act as such membranes, but they are without or below the body of
the Grand Man in the lower earth, and various places of hell, from
which they are taken out and elevated in order to constitute such
things as above described. While they are being perfected in these
by means of the many vexations they there undergo, the are advanced
to more interior states, and thus into heaven, for all the
membranes become more perfect in proportion as they approximate
what is more interior and intimate; yea, there is nothing given in
the human body except from membranes; from these are the organic
forms which are actuated by blood and spirit, which are themselves
also organic forms, but active in respect to others, though still
void of any life but what is from the Lord. The active powers of
life are called celestial; the passive, spiritual; and as celestial
things or love ought to rule spiritual things and not spiritual
celestial, so in like manner are thingsconstituted in the body. The
nature of the influx of the one into the other may appear in some
measure from the organical structures of the body; but because the
subject is one of so much vastness, it can never be understood
except in its most general features, as far as may be necessary to
serve for forming ideas, which the Lord fills and vivifies
according to uses and ends. - 1748, March 27.

1742

CONCERNING THE ENTRANCE OF SPIRITS
INTO THE OTHER LIFE. When a man dies and passes into the other
life, it fares with him like the food which is received by the
lips, and then through the mouth, jaws, and throat is conveyed into
the stomach, and thence into the intestines - that is to say, the
lot of his life is determined according to his cupidities and
phantasies, for he is at first treated very gently, namely, by the
angels who stand by, of whom we have spoken before, which is
similar to the case of food that is not seen, which is first
slightly touched by the lips, afterwards committed to the mouth,
and its quality tested by the tongue as hard, soft, sweet, etc.; it
is treated in this way also, that it may be softened by the purer
saliva, and thence be exhaled into the blood, and so conveyed to
any particular organ, or immediately to the brain, when it is
mildly castigated on the way. Thus, with man’s evils, his
phantasies are thus, as it were, exterminated by various methods,
while if any remain, they imitate the course made by the salivary
fluid in the process of digestion, in which some articles are
subdued with more difficulty, requiring the action of the teeth in
breaking the hard crusts, which correspond with the products of the
phantasies that have to be violently broken up. Thus there is a
letting down, as it were, through the esophagus into the
stomach,where a various treatment is undergone by the contents in
order that they may be made to perform some kind of use; those of a
somewhat harder quality are thrust into the intestines, and at
length into the rectum, where is the first hell, and such as are
not yet subdued thereby are cast out like dung into hell, and
remain in hell till they are effectually reduced to subjection.
(1748, March 27).

1743

OF THE STATE OF A MAN WHEN GOVERNED
BY THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE CUTICLE. There came a number of those
who constitute the cuticle; I heard their approach in companies;
and as they were so numerous as to prevail over others, it was thus
shown to me how it is with the state of man when he is such as to
have an undue care of the skin, which is the same as to have
hismind governed by spirits of this class.

1744

When a man is in this state, he is
withheld from all useful study, and at the same time there is
insinuated into him a distaste to doing anything real, so that
there is a certain reaction and consequent repugnance in relation
to whatever is useful, whether in civil or moral life, whether in
matters of faith and charity, whether in action or in thought, for
from all these he is held back, while at the same time there are
certain blasphemies insinuated into him against them, so that he
wishes, as it were, to bind himself to keep aloof from them.

1745

How the true state of the case is
[in these instances] was also shown me. There is a certain one
among the worst of their crew who adheres to a man from behind
under the occiput, and through him as a medium that crew acts,
drawing back the very nature of the man from things good and pious,
making them a source of annoyance to him, and at the same time
infusing blasphemies. Such a one was perceived by me by a most
manifest sensation, and I spoke with him, saying that he was held
there by that crew, in order that through him, as a common subject,
they might perpetrate things like those above described. I was
retracted not only sensibly by the neck, but withheld from the
thought and understanding of what I was writing, and even from the
affection thereof, and it was insinuated that I should desist
besides, among other things. In order that I might perceive how the
case is, it was represented to me in the person of a certainspirit,
to whom such an one applied himself like a dark cloud, throwing
himself upon his back, and adhering thereto under the occiput,
causing a confession to be made of most grievous molestation.

1746

Of this quality are those who are
unduly careful aboutthe skin, or who are delighted with the things
pertaining to the skin, and who [for this reason] are elsewhere
termed delicate. Persons of this description perceive in every good
and essential work a repugnance, nay, a positive grievance; for
spirits of this class flock cajolingly around such an one and then
consociate themselves, drawing him away in like manner [from all
useful employments]. As the care of the skin is multifarious, so
there are genera and species of this class of men.

1747

These cuticularcharacters are
averse to interior and more interior things, as remarked above,
consequently to an interior and more interior life. They contend
incessantly with their opposites, for they are external men who
fight against the internal man, and hold him inaversion, as Paul
writes of himself. - 1748, March 27. The exterior spirits who
actuate them are those that constitute the scaly and filthy
skin.

1748

The spirit stationed behind, under
the occiput, drew down the occiput, as it were, or the skin in that
region, as if he would move the head, causing it to sway somewhat
downwards. A thing of this kind is not, indeed, perceived with the
inhabitants of our earth, because they are sensible to no
operations of spirits, being such as to be in externals. It is
otherwise with those who can be at the same time in the world of
spirits also, just as are spirits; still it is known from the
effects how the case is. - 1748, March 27. Such spirits, like such
men, are for the most part lovers of themselves, preferring
themselves to others; and inasmuch as they treat with scorn
man’s interior and more interior things, they place their
wisdom, as it were, in being able elegantly to vituperate or refute
the doctrine of an internal man,nor do they care ought for the
Lord, nor if they dared would they hesitate at all to vituperate
and persecute Him openly, for they are external and give themselves
up to the dominion of this kind of spirits.

1749

But whenever there is an
equilibrium of these with others, they can then perform a use, as
the skin does to the interiors, for man learns interior things by
means of exterior yet so that the Lord insinuates into externals
those things which conduce [to use]. To institute an analogy: the
skin serves not only as a medium for excreting foulnesses, but also
for the insinuation of such things as serve for the nourishing of
the interior. The skin, however, is disposed [for this function] by
the interior life, and the inspirations through externals are made
according to the affections of the interiors. - 1748, March 27.

1750

Such spirits also, if it were
permitted them, would desire to possess the whole man, so much so,
that if it were possible they would fain cast out man’s life,
and thus enter and live in the body of another. It was shown me
according to the phantasies of certain spirits [who lived] at the
time the Lord was in the world, that they were prompted by this
desire. I said to a certain one that that was impossible, and
plainly demonstrated it, namely, from the fact that man is an
organ,and his interiors are organic forms, which can by no means be
occupied by the organic forms of another, nor changed into those of
another; they perhaps supposing that their interiors were life
alone, like a flame; but they are immensely deceived.
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1751

They also close up the internal
chamber of the ear, so that one can scarcely hear, which I
manifestly perceived; nay, they oppress intervals as if by a siege
from without.

1752

CONCERNING VISIONS WHICH ARE
ILLUSIONS. There are visions experienced by certain persons on the
earth who say and boast that they have seen many [wonderful]
sights; and they are also called seers [visionarii]. This kind of
visions is such that when any object is presented, be it what it
may, certain spirits induce upon it such an appearance by
phantasies, that when a cloud for instance, or a certain lunar
light is seen by night, then spirits hold his mind, and thus his
imagination, in the representation of some particular thing,
whether of an animal, or an infant, or any monstrosity; and as long
as his imagination is held in things of this kind, he is persuaded
that he actually sees such things. In this way, very many visions
are bruited, which are nothing else than illusions; but such thin
often happen to those who indulge much in phantasies, and who thus
labor under an infirmity of mind, which renders them credulous.

1753

That similar things exist also with
spirits, inasmuch as they may be induced by spirits from the
man’s imagination, I can testify from abundant experience. It
is in their power to represent buildings, gardens, meadows, and
similar amenities, and unless the reaction is given them that such
things are mere representations induced by others, spirits would
not know anything else than that they were realities, and this they
openly acknowledged.

1754

THAT THERE ARE THOSE WHO INSPIRE
TERROR. There are some self-confident spirits to whom it is
permitted to induce terrors, and terrors of such a nature that no
one would believe that they could be inspired. Especially it is
permitted them to represent an arm apparently naked, and in various
positions, according to variety [of circumstances and ends]. Of
such an arm, it is a peculiarity, that it impresses upon a soul or
a spirit such a terror, that even those who were strangers to
terror in their lifetime have confessed that they have received
from this source an intimidation, which could not be expressed. The
same object was once shown to me, and I was smitten with like
terror, which continued for some time, for itseemed that it could
have crushed the bones and the marrow; yea, if permitted, it would,
however incredible, have produced that effect, because flowing from
the world of spirits; still it is true, for the phantasy of spirits
is competent to do it. Terrorsof this kind are induced by spirits,
who trust to themselves that there is nothing which they cannot do;
but as these things cannot well be believed, they are to be
prudently set forth, lest men should think themselves listening to
fables or trash.

1755

The inhabitants of the world of
spirits have peculiar skill in things of this kind; and if it were
permitted them to exercise such magical arts, they could easily
induce the minds of men to believe that they weremiracles, for
these things have an effect upon material and corporeal objects.
Hence were the magical practices of the Egyptians; hence the
diabolical arts everywhere spoken of [in the Word]; hence false
miracles which are of the devil, and which were performed by the
Egyptian magicians. The same holds true of many other things, and
especially of those illusory visions just mentioned above.

1756

Unless a man be in faith towards
the Lord, he is easily induced to believe that such visions are
from heaven, and the like, when yet they are of the devil, for they
cannot be distinguished from true visions and true miracles, except
by those who are led by the Lord; but at this day such things are
forbidden, for these rabbles [of spirits] are held in bonds, and
not permitted to rove beyond the limits which forcertain reasons
are assigned them. - 1748, March 28.

1757

THAT INTELLECTUAL FAITH IS A MERE
MATTER OF THE MEMORY. I spoke with certain souls who, in the life
of the body, supposed that they had faith, or that an intellectual
faith would save, or was of a saving nature [salvifica], nor were
they willing to recede from the theory they had established to
themselves, that faith alone saved, from which it would follow that
the quality of the life is of no consequence, as is the opinion of
many. It was given me to say to them that such a faith is by no
means saving, that it is not really faith, because the life shows
of what kind of faith they are possessed, and that such a faith is
a mere matter of the memory, producing nothing, whereas the life of
faith is lovefrom the Lord. When I read the passage in Mark 12:28,
where a certain scribe inquires what is the first or chief
commandment, [I asked them the same question,] because the scribe
believed the same thing, but yet only intellectually, and not in
his life, for it is said that he tempted Jesus. It was then given
them to perceive that such a faith was a mere cognition, which is
far from saving, unless it so works as to cause a man to love his
neighbor as himself.

1758

THAT THE LORD KNOWS AND DISPOSES
ALL THINGS,EVEN THE MINUTEST[singularrissima]IN THE UNIVERSAL
HEAVEN AND IN ALL THE EARTHS. This may appear also from the case of
the human body, in the viscera, cavities, membranes of which, both
within and without, there are sensitive fibers in such abundance
that nothing can come in contact with them but they perceive it.
That the same holds good in regard to the stomach, the liver, and
the lungs, is obvious. The fibers are organically and variously
formed, and by means of them the soul of man knows and perceives
whatever change takes place, and according to that perception
closes of everything and induces states adapted to restore health
to those parts which are out of order.

1759

Since such things occur in the
animal body, and there is nothing which does not come to the soul
of the animal whence all things are conveniently disposed in
general and in particular, what shall we not say of the Grand Man
in heaven, and of those things which depend upon heaven, since the
Lord is the life of all, and every particular is ordered as in the
most perfect man. Wherefore the Lord is sole [and supreme], because
He alone is life, and thus all in all, perceiving, disposing and
ordering all and single things, so that they shall act according to
[fixed] laws, upon which depends the well-being and conservation of
all things in the universe. - 1748, March 28.

1760

It is a fact of common occurrence
in the world of spirits that those who are there are unable to
believe that the Lord can know all and everything in all and
everything, even things the most minute which take place in the
universe, whether in heaven or in the world, or in all the earths;
for they, like men, view all things from a lower plane, because
from their natural mind, which is extremely limited, and to which
impossibilities are prone to suggest themselves. But when I often
said to them, and by suitable ideas represented, that it could be
predicated of the soul in the body that it did not know the things
[transpiring in it]; and if it did not know, it could not
disposeall and everything in its own body, and minister healing [to
diseased parts], which the learned ascribe to nature, but
erroneously and perversely, inasmuch as they are all from the Lord;
and when also it was said that the will of man alone could dispose,
and, as it were, know what muscles and what motive fibers should
concur to anyone action, of which there are thousands and myriads
distributed everywhere over the body, and when by this it was
represented to them how the case is with the Lord who is the Godof
the universe, and the only life; then they had nothing to say in
reply, for impossibilities yielded [to such a view of the subject].
- 1748, March 28.

1761

CONCERNING SORES, AND FOUL
TUBERCLES WHICH ARE NATURALLY PRODUCED UPON THE PLEURA
ANDPERICARDIUM, OR WHAT KIND OF SPIRITS CONSTITUTE THEM. There are
some in the world who pass their lives in a course of mere
artifices and lies; that is to say, that in order to attain the
objects at which they aim they make use of falsehoods, from which
originate evil; consequently they seek their ends through evil
means. Thus, it was shown to me by a living experience that they
employ the services of the innocent for the purpose of persuading
concerning those things which they intend and desire to obtain; as
also that by lying in various modes they induce persons who are
ignorant of their ends to say so and so, from whence arise enmities
and aversions, for they act covertly and take various precautionary
measures that those who serve them as tools should notunderstand
their scope. This was shown to me by a living experience. They took
for a subject a certain one who was of a genius unlike their own,
in order that they might thus effect persuasion through an innocent
medium; they then by means of mental induction and imitation
brought into play things that are familiar in the world of spirits,
but which this is not the place to describe; and all this in order
that I might be persuaded concerning the objects at which they
aimed. In order that there might be nosuspicion as to the true
source [of their machinations], I may say, in a word, that they
make use of evil means that they may attain to whatever ends they
propose. These means are deceits, falsehoods, and artifices, from
which very many evils spring forth.Self-love or pride are the
prompting causes of these machinations, and those of this quality
exercise similar arts in every single thing which they intend.

1762

Such spirits are those vicious
affections which are called sores and foul tubercles, that break
out upon the pleura and other membranes, which, if they become
irradicated, the disease spreads far and near so as to [vitiate and
weaken] the entire membrane, and thus gradually draw the whole body
to death.

1763

Souls of this vicious stamp, though
theycome into the world of spirits, and have the power of
insinuating themselves before their true quality is made manifest,
yet they are not tolerated [there], as they would infect the crowd
of spirits with their own vicious state. Wherefore they first
undergo thispeculiar punishment, to wit: that a number of such are
made to rotate from left to right at the outset, in a plane orbit,
which presently in the course of circumrotation swells out, and
afterwards the swelling is depressed, so that the orbit becomes as
it were hollow, and the celerity is increased; while in the
meantime and during the circumrotation a process of exploration is
going on, whether they will persist in being such as they are. This
circumrotation takes place in the world of spirits abovethe head, a
little in front, which is administered to those who were of the
character described; and because they persisted they were rolled
over and over, and projected to the back under the occiput. There
was, however, still another mode of circumrotation in which the
swelling or bulging out [tuberositas] was quite prominent, and was
turned by flexure into one, and that one was again intervolved,
thus rendering the revolving motion confused; in fact, the orbit
was inverted to a perpendicular, and the celerity at the same time
greatly increased: usque ut propter celeritatem, dum appareret, ...
ita ad imitamen talium tuberositatum, seu apostematum.

1763-1/2

It was afterwards shown that all
such lie as if dead, with their face and belly downwards, and
thatthey are subsequently let down into the lower parts of the
earth, that they may there pass their lives being thus detruded at
once from the world of spirits and from the body into those lower
regions of the earth, where they are to lead a most obscure kindof
life apart from companions, being then in fact as if dead.

1764

It was shown, moreover, how much of
the truly human there is in such, by means of a representation in
which they were [almost entirely] divested of a body, the portion
that remained beingexceedingly small, as was represented by a
miniature human figure, whereby was signified how little of the
human and of themselves they retain after that most obscure life
passed in their hell, which is in a deep place beneath the right
foot, a little in front.

1765

Wherefore let all such take heed to
themselves, as in order to compass the ends which they propose make
use of means that disturb societies, and cause enmities and hatreds
between their members, and that too for the sake of promoting their
own selfish views. - 1748, March 28.

1766

These are rather to be called
deadly imposthumes or abscesses wherever they are seated, whether
in the chest, in the pleura, in the pericardium, in the
mediastinum, or in the lungs.

1767

It was observed, also, that in
their orbit-like circumrotation they attempted to draw others
within their whirl, to wit, the harmless and the innocent, so that
it gave them no concern whomsoever they might drag into perdition,
provided they seemed themselves to perish.

1768

I observed that they perceive as in
an instant what is capable of being perverted. They have their eyes
intently fixed, and instantly lay hold of, or violently seize at
the first glance those things which favorthem either that they may
pervert or vindicate, or assumeas means; and that, too, before I
could have the least idea that they had noticed anything pertaining
to me; thus, they are more acute than others, and are in the life
of their self-love.

1769

WHOSOEVER IS IN FAITH KNOWS AND
PERCEIVES THAT HE DOES NOT LIVEFROM HIMSELF. As relates to
perception, see elsewhere; but knowledge teaches the same thing, to
wit, that man by no means lives from himself, as I also today
demonstrated to spirits by a universal idea; for since man is a
mere particle in the Grand Man, and there is nothing in the
individual man to which there is not something corresponding in the
Grand Man, it obviously follows that he lives not from himself but
from the all and singular things of the angels in heaven and in the
world of spirits, who excite the things which man thinks; and since
all are merely organic beings, and the Lord alone is life, it
obviously follows that man lives not from himself. Besides this [it
is shown] by living experience, that when they with whom a spirit
is most intimatelyassociated are withdrawn, he is then, as it were,
dead, and can neither think nor do anything. - 1748 March 28.

1770

The exceeding fallacy of sense,
involved in a man’s thinking that he lives from himself
derives its origin from the love of self, which when it reigns
makes it impossible that there should be faith in the Lord, though
this alone, inasmuch as the Lord is alone, causes the knowledge and
perception of that fact. And in order that this might be more
clearly evinced to spirits - for the genuine angels know it and
perceive it very manifestly (to know is, as it were, without them,
to perceive is within them) - it was shown them by an experience
which I scarcely dare produce, as scarcely anyone would believe it;
but inasmuch as it occurred frequently, I would simply observe that
when any spirit fixes his attention upon the walking of a horse and
speaks at the same time, he is heard precisely as if the steps of
the walking horse spoke - an experience at which the spirits were
sometimes indignant, whilethe thought at the same time arose that
the fallacy of sense in this case was similar to that in
man’s supposing himself to live from himself. - 1748, March
28. To whatever sound spirits apply their attention and direct
their hearing and their imagination, whether to the strokes of
hammers or other things, the speech is heard as having a similar
sound; not that the speech is actually there, but such is the
fallacy that it cannot be known but that the sound does
speak.CONCERNING THE LAW OF NATURE[jure naturae]. The angels wonder
that the learned on this earth, as they call themselves, should
dispute and wrangle concerning the principles of natural law, and
that many should derive those principles from themselves,
consequently from the love of self, of kindred, and of their own
possessions, and not, as does the universal heaven, from the love
of the Lord, and thus from love towards the neighbor as towards
one’s self, when yet the Lord calls that principle the
primary of all precepts, not to say that everything in heaven, in
the world, and on the earth dictates the same thing.

1771

CONCERNING THOSE WHO ARE IN THE
LOWER EARTH[inferiorum terrra]. There are in the lower earth many
mansions or many places where those are detained who are undergoing
preparation (concerning some of this class see elsewhere). [Their
position is] nearly under the left foot, a little in front, and
rising up to a very considerable altitude. Many are held in a kind
of obscurity, especially such as are in almost a middle state
between thelife of the body and its sleep; and there they think
scarcely at all, barely remembering at times what they had done in
their lifetime from a rash and evil prompting, but still not so
that they are tormented by conscience on account of it; for those
in thatregion are not such as have done evil with a clear
conscience and of set purpose, but yet they have perpetrated evil,
although it has been from imprudence, for they might have known in
the life of the body that it was evil, as they were thus
instructedfrom the Word of the Lord; but the Word of the Lord,
after their principles were firmly adopted, could not penetrate,
inasmuch as they persisted in the imprudence of their life.

1772

Those who are in the lower earth
are not indeed within the Grand Man, butwithout, yet they live from
the Lord’s life. Concerning these it was said that there are
great numbers there, and that some are detained there through long
periods of time, even for ages, until they are vastated. - 1748,
March 29.

1773

The ancients seem to have alluded
to this class of persons (:see whether they are spoken of in the
Word:) so long as they were not absorbed in the love of self and of
the things pertaining to that love. Of these things, the ancients
had knowledge also who were without the Ancient Church, but still
from the Ancient Church, and they called them the Lethean waters
which were to be drunk; but yet there was no water there.

1774

Some of them perceive a tedium more
or less according to their life in the body, whether [they
hadacted] from imprudence or from set purpose.

1775

CONCERNING THE IMPRESSION WITH
SPIRITS THAT THEIR BODIES LIVE. The spirits of this our earth have
such an impression in regard to their still living in the body as
will scarcely be credited, and it is with the utmost difficulty
that they can be persuaded to the contrary. I pointed out to them
in various ways that that was a phantasy, so that they at length
acknowledged it, but they still fell back into similar phantasies,
wherefore their mind remains a long time after death in the body
[so to speak], which is also the cause that when spirits from the
earth Jupiter are present, who have an aversion to bodies, an
extreme uneasiness arises [and is felt] on both sides. - 1748,
March 29.

1776

THAT SPIRITS JUDGE FROM MAN’S
PERSUASION. In conversing with spirits, I observed that they were
persuaded concerning things of which they could have no knowledge;
this persuasion evidently arose from my being myself persuaded
concerning anything which I was demonstrating. Thishappened very
often, and in regard to a variety of subjects, even scientifics,
which they had not known, as also in a multitude of particular
things; from whence I was authorized to conclude, as I said to the
spirits, that they judged and affirmed from mypersuasion.
Consequently, if I demonstrated anything falsely, they would be
persuaded concerning that also, for in respect to material things
they cannot judge from themselves, though they still suppose that
the knowledges which are in my memory are theirs. Thus, they
possess a man, even to the degree of being indignant when I said
that they did not know themselves, but had it from me.

1778

Hence various things may be
concluded, as concerning Balaam, that if he had by imprecations
devoted the posterity of Jacob, certain spirits in the world of
spirits would have been so persuaded that they would have stirred
up turbulent hordes against that nation, and the evil would have
endeavored to pervert the good. The world of spirits before the
Lord’s Advent was of this character, but after His Advent
they were powerfully restrained in this respect.

1779

Hence also it is given to conclude
respecting interior persuasions from the Lord, that men are
persuaded in faith, and concerning the thing of faith, from the
Lord, and by no means from themselves. - 1748, March 29.

1780

In respect to things, however,
which do not agree with the life of spirits, the life which they
have derived from their loves in the life of the body, they cannot
be persuaded except by the Lord alone while being reformed. - 1748,
March 29.

1781

CONCERNING THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE
DEADLY ULCERS OF THE HEAD, OR WITHIN THE CRANIUM. There are some of
such a quality, that when they approach they rush into the cranium,
and thence into the spinal marrow, andintend and attempt nothing
else than to kill the man. Spirits of this character flocked to me
and rushed forth with into the spinal marrow, saying at once,
before they were at all provoked, that they would suck up the
marrow and whatever was vital; and when they attempted it in vain,
they still remained within the cranium, intent upon a variety of
schemes, which, however, were abortive. In such cases, they intend
the taking away from the man all his intellectual faculty. I
perceived them manifestly in the cerebral chamber, and their
attempts also from the pain thence resulting. I spoke with them,
and they were compelled to confess whence, who, and of what quality
they were.

1782

They stated that they dwelt in dark
woods, and were there of deformed aspect, having ferine faces and
shaggy hair, and roaming about like wild beasts. They are quite
numerous, nor dare they attempt any such thing towards their
companions, to whom it is then permitted to treat them cruelly
almost at pleasure, from which they shrink inhorror, and then
abstain from inflicting anything of the kind upon them. They also
wander about solitarily, and are thus held in bonds.

1783

It was told me they were such as
had formerly [in their lifetime] slaughtered whole armies, as is
recorded in the Scripture histories, having induced insanities upon
them, for they rushed into the chambers of their brain, and then
inspired such terror that one slew another. That they were able to
strike such terror I was assured, but it is seldom done at the
present day. It is extremely rare that the bonds are loosened to
any of them at this day, and only takes place in the case of
someone who is of such a quality that it was better that he should
be permitted to perish as to his body than as to his soul,and in
regardto whom, unless he perished bodily in this manner, by means
of insanity and suicide, he could not well be prevented from
perishing to eternity.

1784

These are those spirits who
correspond to deadly ulcers of the head within the cranium, of
which the effectis similar.

1785

Others, their associates, appeared
considerably elevated in front, and they spoke and said that those
who were within my cranium were their subjects through whom they
operated.

1786

While they live in woods but little
of life is granted them, which life was shown; such they said they
had. - 1748, March 29.

1787

HOW THE LIFE IN THE BODY IS
CONTINUED AFTER DEATH. There were certain ones who had led a
lascivious life in the body, and who being infected themselves, had
infected others also with their contagion and pest. Some of them,
as I had reason to suppose, came to me not long after their
decease, and ignorant that they were now in another life. I
observed that they wished to live here as they had done in their
bodies. Their life in the body was to inveigle wives and commit
adultery without conscience, enticing other men’s wives into
this crime whenever they could accomplish it, and desiring the same
thing now, inasmuch as they knew not that they were in the other
life.

1788

When I informedthem that the case
was not in this as in the other life, they wondered at first that
they were in the other life, but soon forgetting this, they
persisted [in their evil promptings], asking where there were
families, in order that they might continue theirmachinations. I
said to them that if they had no regard to spiritual sins in
matters of this kind, still they should not endeavor to sunder the
love of a wife by such allurements from that of her husband, as
this would be to act against spiritual order; but they paid no
attention to this, neither did they understand it. I moreover urged
them to desist by their fear of the laws and the punishment flowing
therefrom, as it was now palpably manifest that they desired to
perpetrate such wrongs; but for this they cared nothing. I then
appealed to their regard for their reputation, as their good name
would in this way suffer, but neither did they care for this, for
their quality and what they cared for is at once perceived by a
spiritual idea. But when I intimatedthat the facts might become
known, and the domestics be employed to treat them with severity,
and even to punish them with sorer stripes than they now dreamt of
- this, and this only, seemed to strike them with dread. But
forgetting even this, they held on in their purposes, and their
interior thoughts were represented to me, which were most filthy;
then the wiles which they devised in their minds were declared, and
these were of such a character as to make it improper to reveal
them to anyone. It thus appears that their interiors are altogether
laid open before spirits in the other life, and still more before
the angels, who know their interior thoughts with the utmost
exactness, while they are held after death in a similar state, and
even all the devicesof their hearts, for they were represented by
them as to their quality, which was most foul. In like manner [they
represented] thequality of certain ones in the life of the body who
supposed adulteries and the like to be nothing unlawful, when yet
they sodefile their spiritual life that the effects cannot be
removed without punishments quite severe. Concerning these it was
said to me that such in the married state afterwards conceive
aversions to their partners; differently from those who do not live
in such cupidity.

1789

As to their praying to the Lord,
which was laid open to me to the life, they seemed to have no
doubts whatever in relation to those things which they had learned
from a teacher, but they had no other than a verbal or literal
sense of theprayer, showing that they were corporeal, and not at
all spiritual. - 1748, March 30.

1790

CONCERNING THE LORD’S PRAYER.
When the Lord’s Prayer, which comprehends all celestial and
spiritual things, is read, there may be infused into each
particular so many things, that heaven itself shall not be capable
of comprehending them, and that, too, according to the capacity and
use of everyone. The more internally and intimately anyone
penetrates, the more fully or abundantly the things of heaven are
understood;by those in lower states they are not comprehended, but
are a kind of arcana to them, some being comprehensible solely by
an intellectual faith, and some being ineffable: celestial ideas
which all emanate from the Lord, the lower they descend, or the
lowerthe character of the men [to whom they come], the more
complete appears the closing up [of the mind], till at length a
certain hardness ensues in which there is little or nothing besides
the sense of the letter or the ideas of the words; whence it was
given to know, from the Lord’s Prayer, what kind of souls
they had been in the life of the body, as to the doctrine of their
faith, inasmuch as it was granted to them to have their former
sense [of these things] when offering prayer. - 1748, April 1.
Thus, itis that the idea expands upwardly or inwardly from
corporeal things, and indeed to indefinite extent in every degree,
or in other words, through indefinitely multiplied expansions in
the interiors, and so in the more interior parts, and in the
inmosts.

1791

CONCERNING THOSE WHO CONSTITUTE THE
NASAL MUCUS IN THE BRAIN. There is a certain class of spirits, who,
because they wish to domineer and alone to govern man, excite among
other spirits enmities, yea, quarrels even to insanities, for those
spirits whomthey excite fight among themselves like the bitterest
enemies, and those also whom they know to be present. I have
witnessed such quarrels and wondered at them, and upon inquiring
into the matter was informed that such contests were excited by
this class of spirits because they wished to rule without
competition.

1792

It was granted me to speak with
them, when they immediately said that they would rule and teach
everything, and far more that any others; to which I replied that
such spirits were insanities,beginning, as they did, from angry
quarrels and the like. They spoke with me from a superior to a
middle altitude above the forehead. Their speech was such that from
the speech I could not judge of their minds, that they were of such
a quality, for they spoke rapidly, and as in somewhat of a
stream.

1793

I was instructed that these are
they who constitute the pituitary mucus of the brain, which is wont
to obstruct the sieve-like lamina [or plate], making the brain to
stagnate like a kind of excrementitiousground, whence arise
dullness and similar insanities. I was informed, too, that a like
class of men are those who make it a rule to cause dissensions and
enmities among all others, or who, as the saying is, divide in
order to rule, and that, too, without conscience, like many
politicians, thus placing prudence in the enmities, intestine
strifes, and hatreds which they can kindle among others. They are
altogether external men, because they obstruct, as was said, the
nasal respiration, so that it is determined through the mouth, and
thus into the pharynx, entirely contrary to the natural mode of
respiration, which is through the nostrils, by reason of the
agreement of the brain and its animation with external things;
thus, these persons break the communications between interior and
exterior things.

1794

When I perceived that they had not
a particle of true faith, I spoke with them, asking if they were
aware that they were now in another life, where they would live to
eternity? and one of them, having his eye upon certain others whom
he perhaps wished to seduce, was reluctant to have that said. I
replied that in the world, while they lived there, they might have
been esteemed wise among the foolish, but that here they were
insane among the wise, which greatly displeased them. I continued
saying that the government of heaven consisted in mutual love one
towards another, whence arose the order and subordination of so
many myriads, while among such as themselves there were strifes and
alienations, inasmuch as such things as they had within them, these
they produced without them. They said they could not be otherwise;
to which I replied, that they had contracted this from their lives
in the body, and that they could not be [or act] otherwise while
they believed and practiced as they did. - 1748, March 30.

1795

CONCERNING THE MALEVOLENCE OF
CERTAIN SPIRITS. The malevolence of spirits consists not only in
their inducing thoughts and speech upon man, but also responses, so
that the man knows no other than that he responds;that is, that he
gives a response in their favor, which has oftentimes been proved
to me by lively experience, and spirits have iterated it again and
again. They learn this by use, for they thus know how to seduce men
most easily, so as to act out the entire man, both in speaking and
in answering. At the same time, they inspire also such cupidities
as favor the response, so that the man can by no means know but
that he is the one [who speaks and responds], for while he is in
that cupidity he is in his life, and believes that it is he
himself. Such is the malignity of certain spirits, which I can
affirm for certain from experience, for they spoke with me for a
long time, and I had much to say with them on these points. - 1748,
March 30.

1796

HOW THE NATURALTHINGS OF THE ANGELS
ARE REPRESENTED BEFORE SPIRITS. Those who are angels do not reflect
upon the fact that they are clothed with garments as do those
spirits, or recent souls, who, in the life of the body, delighted
themselves greatly in beauty of dress.These in the other life from
phantasy, while they reflect, suppose themselves clothed in like
manner as in the life of the body, in which they took delight.
These ideas are so vivid with them, that when I said to them that
they were not clothed in garmentsin the other life, then all those
who had recently departed from life wondered, and could only be
withdrawn with difficulty from their phantasy. Nay, such was the
phantasy of some, that they supposed themselves to be able by touch
to perceive that they were cladin garments; but that phantasy is
done away in time, and then comes another idea, which is that of
almost no garments at all, scarcely of bodies, as they call
them.

1797

Moreover, the angels of the
interior heaven, while they are represented to spirits, appear to
them in comely garments, like virgins, their dress being of white
and black mixed and elegantly plaited, modest, and handsomely
fitted to the form. But the angels of the more interior heaven are
represented before the spirits in most beautiful garments, adorned
with various kinds of flowers, and shining in blue and red as the
prevailing colors, while the inmost angels appear naked as infants.
Those representations are made to spirits, and signify the quality
of the natural things of the angels, for such phantasies [as those
mentioned above] do not exist in the heavens, wherefore garments
appear to be laid aside at the entrance of heaven. From the
garments and their color, it may be known whence such
representations flow.

1798

CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENTS OF THOSE
WHO REPRESENT STAGNANT HUMOURS IN THE BRAIN. The humours which
stagnate in the brain are mainly of a threefold kind; the first,
which is the most gross, is that which flows under the dura mater,
or between the meninges, and is forced through its circuit, towards
the laminam cribrosam (sieve-like membrane).

1799

Another kind is that which
stagnates in the mammillary processes. This is a humour collected
from the interiors of the brain, or from within its fibers, and is
in like manner determined towards the laminam cribrosam.

1800

The third kind is that which is
collected in the lateral ventricles of the brain, and is discharged
through the infundibulum, and so on.




  1801-1850
1801

While some of those humours
stagnate, or are without anoutlet through which they may be
discharged, they not only occasion inconveniences, but diseases,
even deadly ones, which is a common occurrence in the body, when no
opportunity is afforded for the discharge of excrementitious
humours, as a stagnation, putrescence, corruption then ensues which
destroys everything.

1802

Those who correspond to the first
kind of humours are such as we have already spoken of, namely,
those who instigate others to dissensions, hatreds, and strifes,
and thus to various kinds ofmischief, in order that they may obtain
dominion. They are, as was said, at a medium altitude above the
forehead. I spoke with them, [and learned that] their punishment
is, being tortured in a manner almost similar to that of the humour
between the meninges by somewhat large fluctuations, which
previously I had not observed.

1803

Another kind, namely, that which is
from within the fibers, is forced into the mammillary processes,
and there stagnates. Of this I think I have spoken before. Their
punishment isalmost similar to that of those who are tormented by
rotations and resistances.

1804

The third class are those who cause
the greatest injuries to man, namely, those represented by the
stagnant humours within the ventricle, which are of a threefold
kind, inregard to one of which it was shown me that they occupy a
very high position, and speak as gently as if they were interior
spirits, so that they can very easily deceive the unwary, as they
actually did deceive those [interior ones]. Their speech is voluble
and soft, and at the same time interior, for they think more than
they speak; and while they deceive good spirits, they act by means
of their thoughts. They were, in their lifetime, those who did not
openly strive to rule, because that was for them impossible,
namely, to be made princes or kings, or lords, but yet they plotted
to render themselves so intimate with, and so necessary to, kings,
princes, and lords, that they should do nothing without their
counsel and dictation. Indeed, they boast themselvesof this in the
presence of others, but when they perceive that they are liable to
be deprived of that power, they speak modestly, attributing
everything to their prince. The blame, however, of misfortunes they
cast upon this class of dignities, or they excuse them, while they
claim for themselves the credit of whatever good is done.

1805

Those of this quality, because they
study themselves alone, and are thus powerfully impelled by
self-love, persecute and hold in aversion others who do not favor
them. Such is the kind of humours which stagnate in the ventricles,
and from which flow deadly damages; for these spirits, being
collected together like humours, distend the hollow parts, and thus
impede the operation of the nerves, depriving the blood of its
liquids and spirits; and hence they are deadly.

1806

The punishment of such is, that
they are subjected to rotation, now in this direction and now in
that, towards the different quarters of the circle [of the
horizon], in the first place from the left to the right, being thus
forced into gyratory motions. But these rollings or rotations are
such as to be attended with resistance, being of a twofold kind,
and attended with great torture, which continues for a long time
sometimes for several hours. This is one ofthe infernal
punishments, for their thoughts and interior efforts labor and
reluctate in this manner, but still they are violently driven on,
while at the same time not only uneasiness, but anguish is
experienced by them.

1807

Those who execute such penalties,
that is, the discerptors or punishers, were near me, about my head,
and took great delight in inflicting the punishment, nor did they
feel disposed, as they said, to desist, even though they tried with
all their might, and they remarked that even if they were permitted
thus to punish to eternity [the case would be the same]; they call
this their function. It was given me to perceive their delight that
I might know its quality, and it was evident that they would never
desist if it was permitted them tocontinue. These are they who,
like discerptors and severe castigators of the external plane,
constitute such functions of the infundibulum, into which, when
such things pour themselves, then they torture out such a humour. -
1748, April 1.

1808

CONCERNINGTHOSE WHO CONSTITUTE [A
CLASS OF] SPURIOUS SPIRITS, AND WHO OBSTRUCT THE INTERIORS OF THE
VESSELS AND FIBERS. There are many of either sex who were such in
their lifetime, that wherever they came they sought by art and
deceit to obtain rule, aiming to subject men in a kind of secret
manner to themselves, especially the rich and powerful, in order
that they alone might exercise dominion under their name. But they
act so clandestinely that the man of wealth or power is not aware
of it.

1809

They begin by removing others out
of the way, especially the upright, whom they persecute in various
ways, and yet not by vilifying them, as integrity defends itself,
but by manifold other methods and procedures, as by taking
advantage of [a patron’s] simplicity to perverthis counsels,
calling them evil, and attributing to him unfortunate results, and
by many other means, as I learned by lively experience, since there
were those about me of this quality, to whom it was given to obtain
a certain degree of controlling influence over me.

1810

Such is their subtlety that
oftentimes I scarcely knew that they were swaying me, for they act
in a clandestine manner, so that while they were speaking with each
other it was not granted to me to hear or perceive what they said.
It was said bothers that their counsels were most nefarious, and
such as no one could ever believe, inasmuch as it is through
magical and diabolical arts and assistance that they manage to
compass their ends. The putting to death of good men they think
nothing of;and the Lord, under whom they would fain exercise
dominion, they despise so intensely as actually to vilify and put
the grossest indignity upon Him.

1811

Concerning these I can say they
brood over the mind, as if their thought was the interior thought
of the man, so that the man, without the special mercy of the Lord,
can by no means be aware that such spirits are present and
controlling him, so covertly do they act.

1812

These, therefore, are they who are
to be called spurious spirits, or such as have in them nothing of
life except the harder conglutinated portions or the material
things of the interiors, which enter into the purer blood, and that
without order. They are thus rather [to be regarded] as sublimated
and subtle poisons, than as animal spirit orthe purer blood. Their
effect is, that wherever they come they stiffen other things,
inducing cold upon them, as also a torpor upon the nerves and upon
all the other several parts, as the brains with their fibers,
cavities [cavis]; so also upon the organsof the body, whence arise
torpors, phthises, interior obstructions, occasioning the breaking
forth of very many and very severe diseases, of which they are the
interior causes.

1819

They act in a certain regular
quadrupedal manner, but marked by slownessand heaviness. They seat
themselves upon the back part of the head under the cerebellum to
the left; inasmuch as those who adhere, as it were, to the occiput
act more secretly than others; while those who occupy the hinder
part would fain bear rule. - 1748, April 2.

1820

They reasoned with me concerning
the Lord, [affirming] that it was strange that He did not hear the
prayers which they offered, and succor them in their supplications.
I replied [by asking] how it was possible they should be heard when
theyhad for an end such things as were contrary to the salutary
state of the human race, inasmuch as they prayed [solely] for
themselves against all others, thus against the whole human race,
which, however, they were not willing to acknowledge, for
self-regard and the love of universal rule were all in all with
them, and hence they could make no reply, as they perceived that in
this state heaven was shut and not opened.

1821

I saw them in company with women,
and they said that they could derive many valuablesuggestions from
them, as they were of a quicker genius, or discovered things
quicker. They took great pleasure in the society of harlots, and I
was made sensible of their delight. A multitude of women in company
with them was represented in a long and spacious court somehow
pertaining to an obscure city.

1822

It is wonderful how intensely such
spirits apply themselves to secret and even to magical arts in
order that they might fascinate, as it were, those with whom they
wish to stand high, and to rule under their auspices; thus they
shrink from nothing, however abominable, for they are poisoned in
their interiors, which is itself a most nefarious thing; they are
wherefore like interior poisons which penetrate the pores; the same
is to be said of such a spurious spirit or blood.

1823

I spoke with them through a certain
interior speech, when they wondered that I gave to the poor,
supposing that that would be meritorious, and therefore not to be
done. I replied that it was done solely for the sake of conscience,
for conscience dictated it, and if it were contrary to conscience
it would be sin, which would carry its punishment with it, as there
is [always] punishment in sin. But [in the present case] there was
no expectation of reward, and so nothing meritorious.Indeed, I then
perceived by a spiritual idea that if even the least degree of the
meritorious was present in what was done, nothing of reward would
accrue, for all reward is of mercy, to which everything of
self-merit is repugnant. Wherefore certain spirits wonder much that
they obtain nothing, inasmuch as they performed good deeds in their
lifetime, but the reason is, that they did everything from a
selfish motive, for the purpose of obtaining a reward. The case,
however, is different when one acts from simplicity and innocence,
not being aware but that the hope of reward is a proper motive of
action.

1824

Nor was there anything which they
perceived in others which they did not seize upon [and draw] within
themselves and endeavor to pervert; and so, with whatever there was
that was agreeable to me, but which they were not inclined to
favor. The case with spirits is such, that all their endeavors come
forth into the light, for they then act from their own genius,
which is manifested, and in virtue of which they are of such a
quality, and they act as spirits with so refined a subtlety, as to
stagger belief. The reason is that externals do not then stand in
the way. In a moment, they see, perceive, pervert, favor; whatever
has in it nothing of life, whatever isdeceitful, whatever is
cunning, is so manifestly open to good spirits, still more to
angels, that almost nothing can be hid; for spiritual vision
involves that in it.

1825

THAT ALL THE THINGS OF FAITH ARE
FILLED FROM INMOSTS. It was said to spirits that the nature of
heaven, or of celestial and spiritual things, which are of faith in
the Lord, can by no means be otherwise than is the case with
everything which is in the animal, and everything which is in the
vegetable kingdom, to wit, that each particularproceeds from inmost
things, or from those which are most remote from the senses, and
these particulars in either kingdom are such that they can never be
adequately conceived. However deep the keenest eye may penetrate,
it still detects increasing wonders,and yet these are only in the
lowest degree advancing but little way into the interior. Without
principles derived from inmosts, which are all in all lower things
in orderly arrangement, nothing would ever exist or subsist, nor
would there be anything such that life from the inmosts could enter
into it. The case is the same with each one of the ideas of men,
spirits, and angels who are led by the Lord; the wonderful and
incredible things begin first in the interiors. - 1748, April
2.

1826

It is wonderful that ideas are more
filled by the Lord while man does not particularly attend to them
or does not aim himself to fill them, and so does not advert to
them. Thus, I think the ideas of little children are much more
filled than those of adults while praying the Lord’s Prayer;
for the adult is liable to be disturbed in his ideas, so that they
are less easily filled, the things of his proprium interfering;
which will indeed sound like a paradox, while I have learned it by
lively experience.

1827

CONCERNING THE INTERIORS OF MAN. I
spoke with spirits concerning the interiors of man, observing that
the learned of this age know nothing beyond the distinction of man
into internal and external, and even that is not a truly scientific
distinction, but one founded simplyupon [the letter of] the Word of
the Lord, as they distinguish only between the body and the mind,
and even concerning these they dispute as to what the body is, and
what and which the soul is, being ignorant that in respect to every
single thing in man the case is as in heaven. It is said, [for
instance,] that to the body only pertain the external senses,
together with the pleasures and appetites of the senses; that such
is properly the nature of the body. They are ignorant that a
certain natural mind is given, which is almost similar to the mind
of brutes, for to it belong cupidities, phantasies, and imagination
- a mind to which philosophers have attributed material ideas.
This, however, is distinguished from the corporeal principle. There
is, moreover, amind still more interior or intimate, which is truly
human, for it is not given in brute animals. To it belongs the
understanding and the will, and that this is interior and superior
appears from the fact that a man can think and thence will, which a
brute animal cannot, and also from the fact that that mind can
govern the concupiscences of the natural mind. Everyone knows that
while cupidities are bearing a man away, he can still reflect upon
them, and thus restrain them; that is, govern them, whence thatmind
is more interior. There is, moreover, given a mind still more
interior [intimior] such as there is in heaven - the inmost heaven
- which mind cannot be described, for it is well known that those
things which are of thought are ruled from inmosts, thequality of
which cannot be expressed, and which give to thought itself its
faculty. Thus, man corresponds with the heavens. But as these
things are remote from the ideas of the learned, who dispute only,
as to these matters, whether there be a soul, and what it is; and
therefore, as long as they are engrossed with these debates, they
can have no idea of the principle in question and its quality. -
1748, April 3.

1828

There are, therefore, three degrees
of life within man, as there are three degrees of lifein heaven,
which, for the better understanding, may be distinguished into
interior, or what is of the natural mind; more interior [intimior],
or what is of the intellectual mind; and inmost, or what
corresponds to the inmost or third heaven.

1829

Those who are corporeal spirits, as
well as men, namely, those with whom the phantasies and cupidities
of the natural mind cohere with corporeal things, are not willing
to know that an interior life is given, for they do not perceive
it, as lower principles cannotrecognize such as are interior or
superior to themselves. Thus, also, some of those who are in the
interior heaven does not wish to know that there are things still
more interior. Some, however, wish to know them, and do know them,
but they do not perceive them, etc., for that which is inferior has
not the faculty of ascending to that which is superior, because the
superior is imperceptible to such persons, wherefore they do not
suppose it to be given. Accordingly, the things which are interior
cannot be perceived by those which are exterior, neither can they
believe the things which are to be believed unless they be gifted
with faith, for they are imperceptible to them. - 1748, April
3.

1830

THAT UNIVERSALS CORRESPOND WITH THE
THINGS WHICH ARE IN MAN, ANDTHAT OTHERWISE SINGULARS COULD NOT
SUBSIST. It may be known that the organs of the body correspond
entirely to their atmospheres and their modes of action, as the eye
to the ether, the ear to the air, the tongue to the things which
swim in the water and excite [the taste], the nostrils to the
odorsin the atmosphere; and thus, the singulars are formed to the
modifications of their universe [or whole], and become in this way
their conforming organs.

1831

Man, in like manner, could by no
means subsist, unlesshe, as a part, should correspond similarly
with the Grand Man as to all his forms of life; so unless this
universal man existed, or the universal body with its organs,
particulars could not subsist or consist; which body, or which man,
as a universal, isin itself merely organic, having its life from
the Lord, and thus man is ruled by the Lord; otherwise no life
whatever, either of man, spirit, or angel, could be conceived.
Whatever is particular lives from what is common, because it is a
part of the common; and whatever is singular lives from its
universal, for it is a part of the universal.

1832

These axioms are true; and if
anyone receives them as principles, he will see an indefinite chain
of truths, otherwise he will see nothing but falsities and
phantasies. - 1748, April 5.

1833

In like manner [it is to be
observed] that in all universals, and between universals, and thus
between their singulars, there reigns a species of love, by reason
of which they esteem themselves of no account, but are for the sake
of others, which is a sacred law in all universals, as also in
[all] kingdoms.

1834

There is, moreover, one sun which
gives light to all its universals, from which they live, and all
and singular things are its organs.

1835

Then, again, nothing existsand
subsists without the heat of that sun, in the absence of which all
things grow torpid.

1836

It is also to be remarked that
posteriors recognize their priors as a kind of parents from which
they exist and subsist, besides other things; which laws are most
manifest in all kinds of created universals, from which, if assumed
as principles, an indefinite succession of truths will open up; for
in the fact now stated is the agreement of all things, and the
conservation of all things. - 1748, April 5.

1837

Oncemore, we observe that all true
harmony in universals derives from hence its beauty, to wit, that
it is not beautiful in itself but from others, and so from [the
contributions] of all; thus, all and each [singula] conspire;
wherefore if one thing does notregard another, instead of regarding
itself alone, there can never exist anything harmonic.

1838

THAT THERE IS SUCH A THING GIVEN AS
BEING RIGHTLY INDIGNANT. It is also given to be properly indignant,
or fortryta godt [i.e. to have a good grudge], which ispeculiar to
love, as of certain infants or innocents when they are indignant.
This was shown to me through a certain class of spirits who were
good, but still indignant that they did not come in for a share
when something delectable was obtained by others. But whence those
spirits were I do not yet know. I spoke a little with them, and
they are good, whence I knew that there was such a thing as being
properly indignant; for I perceived their indignation, and they
induced it on my face. - 1748, April 5.

1839

CONCERNING A CIRCUMFUSED SPIRITUAL
SPHERE, AND ITS OPERATION UPON SPIRITS. That every spirit possesses
a sphere of its own activity, may be seen elsewhere; thus, several
spirits together, or societies of spirits, form a common sphere.
There were certainsocieties of good spirits - angels, I think -
that formed a sphere which I very plainly perceived, because I was
led into it by the Lord. I had no distinct perception of their
thoughts, though it was evident enough that they were good; but how
such spheresare perceived, inasmuch as it is by a spiritual idea,
cannot be described; nor, in fact, can it be understood, except by
those who have experienced it.

1840

Into such a sphere, which was
nothing else than as a sphere of purer thoughts, surrounding my
mindeven to manifest perception, certain classes of spirits were
admitted who spoke with me, and they were similarly affected by
that sphere, so that they spoke in a manner that was not usual with
them, to wit, in accordance with the activity of that sphere.Their
discourse was more flowing [fluidior] than ordinary, and there was
a fuller understanding of things by them, for such is the operation
[affectio] of spheres. Those [who are in them] are in a more
intelligent state, or, as I may say, in a more intelligent aura;
and that I might be more fully assured on this head, certain
spirits of a duller and harder discourse were admitted into the
same sphere, and they likewise spoke in an unwonted manner, being
affected by the sphere, not only as to the flow of thespeech, but
as to the understanding of the subject.

1841

That such spheres act upon men
appears at times from their speech, as also from a better and
keener understanding of the things which they think and speak; the
same fact appears also from the animus[by which they are promoted],
as the singulars of the sphere apply themselves [and produce
effect].

1842

Others were also admitted into that
sphere that I might perceive the result, as, for instance, those
who would fain be innocent from themselves; and as the sphere was
angelic, their state was represented to me by an infant, signifying
innocence which vomited milk from its mouth. Such is the state of
those who, in that kind of sphere, simulate innocence, or would
fain be innocent from themselves - a character, however, which they
no more sustain than do the little stomachs of infants bear to be
gorged with milk, which they nauseate and reject, as is the case
with the stomachs of those who indulge too much in intoxicating
drink.

1843

Afterwards those wereintromitted
into the same sphere who would fain make themselves intellectual
from themselves, but the quality of their state was represented by
their faces. They appeared as having faces that were sharp, though
quite comely, and wore upon their heads sharp-cornered hats, from
which darts projected. These faces appeared, however, not so much
human as they did as sculptured faces, void of life. Such is the
state of those in a sphere of this kind, who would voluntarily
intrude themselves, and be spiritual fromthemselves.

1844

That the universal heaven and the
earth, in general and in particular, are ruled by a sphere
emanating from the Lord, may hence be manifestly apparent; and that
thus iniquities and malignities may be driven away and their force
enfeebled,so as to be unable to effect anything, may be abundantly
evident. There were certain evil spirits, who, while they came
within such a sphere, were wholly unwilling to remain there, as it
was irksome to them, and put them into a kind of anguish, when
theywere prompted to retire. From this it may be known how it is
that evil spirits are driven away, lest they should universally
enter into man, besides many other things.

1845

While speaking, thinking, or, as
now, writing in such a sphere, each single thing acts in conformity
with the action of the sphere, nor can anything be said, thought,
or written, not even the minutest iota, which is not conformed to
the sphere.

1846

That the activities of spheres
surround men may be inferred from a multitude of things, yea, even
from natural things, which are encompassed by spheres, and which
could neither exist nor subsist without them; and it is wonderful
that the learned have not directed their thoughts to the subject of
spheres, inasmuch as they are of such a nature as to manifest
themselves in a variety of ways, and that, too, in every department
of the threefold kingdom [mineral, vegetable, and animal]. Indeed,
not even the smallest particle exists, which has not its own sphere
around it, and conforming parts constitute a common sphere, itself
also conforming to the parts. There are given spheres of all
things, as well in respect to their activities as to their
torpidities; as, for instance, spheres of heat and of cold. In
things, spiritual and celestial, the matter is still more distinct,
more extensive, and more manifest to those who are themselves
spiritual and celestial.

1847

The sphere of the Lord, which is
the Truth Itself and the Good Itself, extends itself into the
universe, embracing, cherishing, vivifying, and thus arranging, all
and singular things. But the subject is too extensive to be treated
in the most general manner, even in the compass of innumerable
pages. - 1748, April 6. From spheres arise sympathies and
antipathies, which are numerous. From spheres, too, are the
vegetations and growths of seeds and roots in the earth.

1848

There was represented to me an
infant which vomited milk. It was under the plane of the right eye.
A face as it were sculptured, as intimated above, appeared in the
plane of thehead in front, somewhat higher than the forehead, at a
moderate distance in front.

1849

In the same sphere, there was
represented to me, or seen by me, an infant, or an angel as an
infant, clothed with a little crown of flowers of splendid blue
color, andhaving similar floral crowns of other colors about the
breast, by which was signified the quality of the sphere. - 1748,
April 6.

1850

HOW THOSE ARE REPRESENTED WHO THINK
HEAVEN IS TO BE MERITED BY HUMILIATIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS. There
are those who thinkthat heaven is to be merited by supplications,
yet they pray not for others, still less for all, but only for
themselves, and thus their prayers are not heard, except, perhaps,
in regard to earthly things. One of this character [a female
spirit] was represented standing erect above the plane of the right
eye, at a moderate distance and a little to the right, covered from
the head to the feet with a kind of dirty linen robe, so that the
face and head did not appear; from a standing position she threw
herselfprostrate, and then crept upon the ground; but this was a
humiliation prompted by selfhood, and very similar was the
humiliation by sackcloth of certain ones in former times.
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1851

Another [a male] was represented
lying in a bed, and deeming himself innocent; wherefore he was
supplicating with his body naked. - 1748, April 8.

1852

THAT SPIRITS KNOW NO OTHERWISE THAN
THAT THEY ARE MAN. Apart from numerous other proofs, the truth of
the above proposition may be evinced beyond doubt from the factthat
a spirit who spoke with me positively affirmed that he did not know
otherwise than that he was I myself, especially when he did not
reflect upon the subject; but my own reflections were that spirits
did know themselves to be spirits separate from men.In a word,
without reflection they know nothing else, nor is reflection given
except with those who converse with them and give responses, and
then converse with others also. Reflection is indeed given without
the speech of man with spirits, but this is effected by the Lord. -
1748, April 6.

1853

THAT SPIRITS FROM EXTERNALS ARE
PERSUADED CONCERNING INTERNALS. Whatever there is in the phantasy
of man comes also into the phantasy of spirits, and, they are
persuaded that the fact is so and so; as now I have learned by
experience, namely, when I only supposed that I had a fur cap upon
my head by which they were prevented from seeing the interiors of
the brain, or its thoughts. They immediately said that there was
nothing apparent, thus that their vision was impeded. Presently
after, however, good spirits, from thinking that they were shut in
between the fur hat and the head, and that they then grew warm,
said that they did, as it were, perceive [what was within], but
still saying that phantasy thus bore sway; soalso in very many
other things; whence they were persuaded from external concerning
internal things.

1854

Similar is the case of certain
spirits who were induced to believe that Aaron and his sons,
however really defiled, were holy when they washed theirfeet and
hands, and were clothed with the priestly robes. The idea of
sanctity in this case was a mere persuasion concerning internals
drawn from externals. Indeed, everything [in that dispensation] was
thus externally instituted that spirits might [if they would] be
persuaded by them. - 1748, April 6. There was in everything which
was done, whether in respect to the garments or other things, a
representation of the Lord.

1855

CONCERNING THE HEAT OF SPIRITS AND
ANGELS. I have before spoken of the chills ofevil spirits, which I
have often experienced to the life. It was also given me, by a
living sense, to experience the heat of good spirits and
angels.

1856

Spirits who in their lifetime took
delight in the Word of the Lord, and who had a somewhat vivid
perception of that delight, enjoy in the other life a certain
celestial and pleasant heat, which it was given me to perceive by
the essential approximation of kindred spirits. The heat of spirits
is indeed external, but still radiating from internals not
veryclearly perceived. It warmed me very much, after the manner of
summer heat, beginning from the region of the lips, and diffusing
itself round to the cheeks, even to the ears, and ascending thence
to the eyes. Below it spread itself downward over the breast, to
the mid-region of the body. The higher parts of the head, and the
lower parts of the body, had thence some degree of heat, but not so
sensible; wherefore the true province of the heat is from the mouth
upwards to just below the eyes, and downwards tothe middle of the
body.

1857

As to those who are delighted with
the interior things of the Word, it was given to perceive their
heat also, and it was interior, beginning from the breast, and
proceeding upwards towards the chin, and downwards toward theloins;
but it was still interior, and perceived as such.

1858

Those, again, who are delighted
with the inmost things of the Word, their heat is yet more
interior, or inmost, which it was given me indeed to perceive, but
very slightly, inasmuch as my sense,in relation to these things, is
too obtuse to allow of their being perceived as they are; for it
was said that if I should perceive that heat, I could not subsist
in the body, as it takes possession of the inmosts of the marrow,
and because such is its quality I perceived rather a slight degree
of cold externally, but within I had at the same time some kind of
idea of heat. Its region is from the loins, or from the middle of
the body between the loins, and thence extending upwards towards
the breast and the left arm to the hand, and downwards into the
left foot.

1859

When it was given me to perceive
these heats, which I did to the life, angels meanwhile spoke with
me through spirits, and they instructed me as to the true state of
the case, saying that it was their approach which insinuated these
heats, because they had it in them, though they were no more
conscious of it than is one who does not possess it.

1860

Hence it may appear that man is an
organ, for he is affected by heat as to his interiors and inmosts
while yet it flows from love, as here from the love of the Divine
Word, and this love which produces such heats in organic substances
is virtually a principle of life, and thus from the Lord alone.

1861

It was moreover given me to
perceive also the heat of those who are delighted in the Word of
the Lord, but care little about understanding it; it was perceived
only in the left arm.

1862

There were spirits also who would
fain counterfeit such a heat, and there was a certain degree of it
above the eyes, but I could not perceive it, for it was given me to
know that they were able by their art to feign or pretend something
of the kind, as they had done in former instances in regard
todelights, but it was merely an external sensation, having no
origin in internals; and such a heat, because simulated, is
noxious, and is a mere tepid something which causes vomiting. It
was given me to say, that in such a heat, as in spurious delight,
worms are engendered, for it becomes putrid. - 1748, April 7.

1863

CONCERNINGTHOSE WHO IN THEIR
LIFETIME TREACHEROUSLY SLAY MEN. There are those who, living their
earthly life without conscience, are guilty during the life in the
body of murdering their fellow-men, as with daggers or ether deadly
weapons, and that, too, by attacking them from behind.

1864

One of this class came to me,
clothed like a nobleman, though I could not see his face. At his
first approach, he insinuated, by suggestions and simulated faces,
that he had many things which he wished to communicate to me, and
inquiring whether I was a Christian. Upon my reply that I was,
which he said he knew, he asked if he could be alone with me, for
he had something to impart to me which he did not wish others to
hear. But when I answered him that in the other life there was
nosuch thing as one’s being alone [with another], as one man
may be with another on earth, and that one could not speak without
many spirits being present to hear, he approached nearer, and
entered under the occiput behind, whence it could be perceived,
asin fact it was said, that he was an assassin. While he was there
I perceived, as it were, a stroke through the heart, and then
afterwards in the brain also, such as would cause speedy death to
any man living. By what art he effected his purpose I know not,as I
only perceived something deadly. He supposed I was dead; but as
such was not the case, he said he had just come from a man whom he
had killed in that manner, that is, by a poignard from behind,
saying that he was skilled in the art [of taking life insuch a way]
that a man should not know that anything had hurt him before he
fell down dead, and that he should be reputed no otherwise than as
innocent, nay, that not even a wound should appear. But inasmuch as
I was safe, being preserved by the Lord fromall such assaults, I
feared nothing [from his malice].

1865

I afterwards inquired of those who
spoke with me what kind of punishments such persons underwent in
the other life; for I am now able to know that the individual in
question had recently departedfrom life, and soon after having
perpetrated such a deed, which was indicated by the fact of his
saying that he had come from the man he had killed, in consequence
of which something of a murderous taint still adhered to him, which
it was proper should bedivulged. Of this the other spirits had a
perception, wherefore there was some delay before they were willing
to admit him to me, they withholding him in the meantime. But as to
the punishments, it was said that such wandered about in deserts
and forests,like the homicides before mentioned, and that it was
not permitted them to be with others.

1866

What they eventually become was
shown me, namely, that their faces become loathsome, not having, in
fact, the appearance of faces, but of something emaciated,of
hideous hue, resembling woody fiber, having scarcely any sign of a
face, and so exceedingly monstrous, that they could never be
recognized as having been the faces of a man. Around the cheeks was
a kind of woolly appendage. They at length assume, it wassaid, such
a face that everyone is horror-struck who beholds them; for such as
they arein society, or towards their fellow-creatures, such they
are in themselves, so that they do deadly violence to themselves,
or to their own interiors.

1867

Indeed, it may be set down as a
rule, that such as a man is in his life among his associates, such
he is in himself; whence vices and atrocities carry their own
punishments with them. - 1748, April 7.

1868

CONCERNING THE IMPUTATION OF
JUSTICE [OR RIGHTEOUSNESS] BY FAITH. Since such is the condition of
all in the heavens and the earth that they live in society, and
there is no life without associates, that is to say, everyone lives
from the life of all in general and from that of his associates in
particular, it thencefollows that the life of everyone is by
others, which in fact is so manifest in the heavens that no one
will deny it. Only spirits not yet made angels, especially evil
ones, deny it, attributing their life to themselves, a point
concerning which I have often disputed with them, and the truth has
been shown them to the life; for while they doubt and deny, their
associates sometimes confessed that it was they who spoke through
them, and so in other cases.

1869

Since such is the condition of life
both with spirits and with men, it follows that to those who are in
faith towards the Lord evil is not imputed, because such a one is
held by the Lord in the faith that evil is excited by evil spirits,
which is most true, and thus he is in the verity of faith.
Whatever, therefore, enters, does not defile the man. In like
manner, though a particular act is sometimes excited by the evil,
yet it is not imputed for the same reason. But this is a case of
very rare occurrence, owing to causes which, by the Divine
permission,I shall treat of elsewhere.

1870

Whatever of good is done by the man
who is in faith, as he does not believe it to be his own, inasmuch
as everything true and good is of the Lord, so neither does he
believe that the genuine good which he thinks and does isimputed to
him simply from his doing the good, because he does not recognize
it as his own, but as of the Lord’s mercy, consequently that
he is no otherwise saved than from pure mercy. For the Lord, has
need of no one; He possesses all things; and if it should please
Him to create a new innumerable heavens and stock them anew with
countless hosts of angels, what should hinder Him, seeing He is
omnipotent? Wherefore all is of mercy alone. - 1748, April 7.

1871

There are three things which
constitute theprincipal heads of faith, to wit, that the Lord rules
the universe; that the Lord is the life of the universe; and that
all salvation is of mercy.

1872

These three contain within
themselves indefinite particulars; this is the faith of the
heavens.

1873

A fourth is, that it is
acknowledged in the universal heaven that in man, spirit, and angel
the proprium - what is especially his own - is nothing but evil,
while whatever is good with all, that is, all of the Lord
alone.

1874

Evil spirits deny all thesethings;
some do not know the truth; and some who do know it are unwilling
to acknowledge it. Good spirits believe all these things with an
intellectual faith; angels perceive them, and with a more manifest
perception the more interior they themselves are.

1875

The principal intellectual point
which it is given to the angels to understand is, that the
universal heaven forms a Grand Man, with all its parts, to which
angels, spirits, and men correspond, and of which the Lord is the
only life.

1876

THAT SPIRITSCONVERSE AMONG
THEMSELVES. Certain spirits confessed that they conversed together
as men do with each other, but with the difference, that it is
permitted to no one to speak in any other than his true character,
as otherwise he has to undergo a penalty. -1748, April 8.

1877

CONCERNING THE WORD OF THE LORD.
The Word of the Lord is in itself dead, as it is bare letter, but
in reading it becomes vivified by the Lord according to the faculty
of intelligence and perception granted to each one by the Lord;
thus, it lives according to the life of the man who reads, on which
account it is marked by an endless variety. This is written in the
presence of angels. - 1748, April 9.

1878

CONCERNING LIBERATION FROM EVIL.
The Lord is never the cause of evil, consequentlyHe never expels
evil by evil, but does away evil by good. This law, which is
acknowledged in heaven, is difficult of comprehension to those who
are not celestial. This was given to me while engaged this day in
praying the Lord’s Prayer. - 1748, April 8.

1879

CONCERNING THOSE WHO LIVE ONLY IN
EXTERNALS. It was vividly represented to me in sleep that I was in
some other place, to wit, in Sweden, when yet I knew that I was at
Amsterdam, which caused me much wonder that I could be in both
places at once, and could appear before the eyes of others as being
there when I was here. This fact, however, I detected in sleep.

1880

There appeared as if at Upsal a
theater formed consisting of statues of brown color, which were
placed around in the fashion of a theater having a somewhat
handsome appearance. While looking upon the scene, one or two of
them, as if they had been brown colored skeletons, moved
themselves, and madea beginning as if they would have instituted a
theatrical play, and I wondered whether all the statues would be
made thus movable and enter upon the play.

1881

While I was there in a somewhat
elevated position, where the statues stood in front, and being
about to witness the performance, I seemed to myself to be ordered
to go out, which I did, and awoke.

1882

Being awakened, I spoke with the
spirits respecting the dream then so vividly impressed upon me that
evening seemed as if it happened in a waking state, nor could I
believe otherwise. At this the spirits marveled, because they in
like manner supposed that they had been in a wakeful state, and
some of them acknowledged the parts which they had acted. It was
then said that such spirits appear [thus] at times to the eyes of
certain ones, both those who are of a pretty good life, and those
who have lived in external things as in theatricals. They supposed
also that those who are devoted to the theater, and love that kind
of life. and those who are of a kindred spirit with them, inasmuch
as there is very little in man’s externals, and consequently
the case is the same with them after death. - 1748, April 9.

1883

CONCERNING THE PUNISHMENT OF
CERTAIN ONES WHO ARE PLUNGED, AS IT WERE, INTO DEEP CLOUDS. I
beheld the punishment of one who said he was tempted as to whether
he could, by means of evils, obtain power for himself so that by
evil doing he might strike a terror into others, and thus rule, as
such is the opinion of many, to wit, that it is the best way to
rule among fellows and over subjects by fear, and not by love.
Inasmuch as this one was of such a quality, he began to perpetrate
evil, which was represented by an axe wherewith he would strike a
beam, but his intention was to strike men, the beam being
substitute. While engaged in this atrocity he was suddenly let down
into a cloud, as a kind of cloudysea without a bottom. Such, it was
said, was the punishment of this kind of offenders when possessed
of but a feeble degree of life. - 1748, April 9.

1884

CONCERNING A CERTAIN SPECIES OF
PERCEPTION BY WHICH IT IS KNOWN HOW MUCH AND WHAT KIND OF LIFE
PERTAINS TO ANY ONE. There is a certain kind of sensation, or
sensitive perception, which cannot be described - for it is a
something granted in a spiritual way by the Lord alone - by which
it is perceived how much of life is present [to any one]. There is
[with some] a certain non-vital principle, not unlike a mass of
chalky substance, from which it is inferred that a similar kind of
life inheres; thus, when it seems good to the Lord He grants to the
angels to know how much of life pertains to a spirit or a soul, and
that with much variety. - 1748, April 10.

1885

CONCERNING PROVIDENCE. Conversing
with spirits concerning Providence some would have it that it was
predestinated that they should live as they did in the world, and
that afterwards they should undergosuch punishments as they did, as
also that some should be inferior to others. But the case is this,
that nothing occurs but what is provided to happen just as it does,
because man is of such a quality as he is, it being foreseen that
if the case were otherwise he would perish; wherefore it isprovided
that that should be permitted, in order that the Lord might bend
[everything] to a universal end, or to the greatest good. This also
I have learned by lively experience. - 1748, April 10.

1886

CONCERNING THE SPHERE OF HEARING.
Certain angels and spirits who were within showed me experimentally
the quality of the sphere of hearing: for when I spoke with spirits
on a former occasion, I was heard both by those who were within and
those who were without; it was evident to all who were around me;
but I then perceived a certain one to be attracted in a more
especial manner outwardly, which I was informed was done by a
spirit above and around me, in order that such might perceive
everything which I thought and spoke. Thus, there was an open
communication and a sensible attraction, and indeed at times with a
sensation of pain; but on this occasion, there was an attraction
effected by angels and spirits towards me, thus inwardly but not
outwardly, there be in no such relaxation as there was before,
which it was given me distinctly to perceive, whence there was no
hearing or perception as to what I said or what I thought on the
part of the spirits above or without me. On this account, they
complained and confessed that nowfor the first time they perceived
and heard nothing; they only knew that I spoke with those who were
within. Hence it may be concluded how the case is with the sphere
of hearing, as also that those who are without the Grand Man cannot
perceive the things which are perceived by those who are
within.

1887

Their speech addressed to me was
heard, but still as if absent, and not as when the communication is
open. - 1748, April 10.

1888

THE KINDS OF SPIRIT-SPEECH. There
are very many species of the speech of spirits. The particular
kinds are indefinite, as numerous as the spirits themselves.
Everyone, like men, may be recognized from his speech. The
distinctive peculiarities of each one are in like manner
multifarious, being changed according to spiritual states,and the
states of the affections.

1889

The kinds of spirit-speech in
general, as well of the evil as of the good, as now observed, are
these: 1. There is a common speech pertaining to spirits formed
solely from ideas with little or no affection. 2. There is a kind
almost entirely devoid of spiritual ideas, and thus of sonorous
words, but tacit only, and of the affections; such is usually the
speech of evil spirits, or genii, who rule the affections or
cupidities of men, and pervert them in such a manner that a man is
not aware how he is led, as they latently reflect or bend his good
affections into evil ones. 3. The third kind is like a flowing
stream, but occasionally varying itself into a sort of pulse or
stroke, which is their interior, in which they canspeak, and their
speech exhibit itself in that kind of stream. 4. The fourth kind is
a speech of ideas without the fluent quality, but which is yet
perceived as something tacitly creeping, which is their thought.
This did not come to the perception of my thought when they
conversed with each other, neither did they wish me to be present;
when I was present, the course of their thought was directed
according to mine, otherwise according to their own. - 1748, April
12.

1890

THAT SPIRITS PRESS ON TO OBTAIN
DOMINION OVER MAN. There was a great dispute among the spirits
growing out of the fact that they wished to rule me, for it is
their aim to obtain the utmost stretch of power, and this was
manifested so many times that I could scarcely number them. They
burn to have man subjected to them, and that sometimes with such
pertinacious eagerness that they can scarcely bring themselves to
desist; yea, they had recourse to insidious wiles and were
indignant towards certain others who approached, for the reason
that they supposed they were designing to rob them of their
dominion.

1891

Such are their efforts in regard to
men of all classes, but with this difference, that when they are
intent upon their object and yet cannot effect it, they are driven
away; but with me, inasmuch as they knew that they were spirits and
not me, they could reflect upon the matter, wherefore there was a
bursting forth into open indignations and hatreds; with others this
open outbreak could not take place. - 1748, April 12. With good
spirits this course of action is not allowed.

1892

THAT NEITHER MAN NOR SPIRIT KNOW
EVEN THE MOST GENERAL [communissima] THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE
HEAVENS. It was shown me today by spiritual vision that we do not
know even the most general of the things which are inheaven; as,
for instance, that one single point of thought, which man esteems
most subtle and complete, contains within itself, if I may so say,
the universal heaven, for something enters into it from singular
the things in heaven, which indeed appears wonderful, nevertheless
it is so, just as in every the minutest part of the body there is a
communication of singular the effects which are wrought in the
[whole] body. - 1748, April 23.

1893

In like manner that faith alone in
the Lord saves, - that the Lordrules the universe, and the most
singular things of the universe, - that the Lord is all in all, -
besides other things which are most general and comprehend
indefinite particulars within them. Those most general things in
man are as nothing compared withthe knowledge of their particulars;
so also, that which is called hell and that which is called heaven
is most widely general, and as it were nothing compared with what
they severally comprehend.

1894

CONCERNING ANGELIC MODES OF SPEECH.
It was given me today to examine very closely how the case is with
angelic modes of speech, which are exceedingly difficult of
comprehension to man in the body, so much so indeed that I should
scarcely suppose them capable of being generally grasped by the
human intellect, as they are virtually inexpressible. There are
many knowledges with which the human mind ought to be imbued before
it can perceive them even by a general idea. In order to convey
somewhat of them I would observe, that in one simple idea of the
human mind there are things indefinitely various which are
apprehended by man as a kind of most general one or unit, the
interiors of this idea being perceived by the interior angels, and
the still more interior and inmost things by the more interior and
inmost angels.Thus, while the general of the idea appears to the
interior angels, forming a scarcely appreciable element of their
thought, this unfolds itself into indefinite particulars
comprehensible by the still more interior angels, and so also by
the inmost.

1895

The case is similar in regard to
spiritual and to celestial ideas, or those which are merely the
ideas of things, and those which have relation to the affections,
for they are distinct.

1896

Thus, for instance, while the
Lord’s Prayer was being uttered, there was in each single
idea, though understood simply by man and sometimes according to
the terms as they conveyed a merely human sense, a sense perceived
by the angels replete with interior, more interior, and inmost
things.

1897

Things corporeal and worldly serve
the spirits for a subject or receptacle, as it were, of the idea;
natural things, such as the significations of ideas or words, to
the angels of the interior heavens; spiritual things to the angels
of the more interior heaven; and celestial things to the angels of
the inmost heaven. There is, therefore, an ascent through degrees,
and through correspondences, such as I believe no mortal
understands, on which account a great many things are to be
previously learned before one can comprehend even a very general
idea of the modes of angelic speech. - 1748, April 25.

1898

Those most general or unitary
things which are the least elements of ideas or the simple
perceptions of every man, spirit, and angel, are the recipients or
receptacles, as it were, inwhich indefinite varieties of higher
ideas are comprehended; and these, as was observed, are in men and
spirits corporeal or worldly things; in the angels of the interior
heaven natural or spiritual, or lower celestial things; and in the
angels of the inmost heaven, things spiritual, and so on.

1899

An idea [on the subject] may also
be gained from the objects of sight, whether of the animal or
vegetable kingdom; in these it is only the very outmost things that
come within the reach of the eye, while yeteverything exterior
originates from inmosts, and yet the eye has no access to these
inmosts, except through various degrees.

1900

CONCERNING THE SPHERES OF SPIRITS.
I have formerly spoken, if I mistake not; of spheres, but only of
their extension and powerof action; much remains to be said of
their nature and quality, but at present I remark simply that they
possess very wonderful properties, and may be compared to other
spheres [or atmospheres] which either agree or disagree, and, as it
were, coalesce orclash with each other. Those spirits which are at
variance with each other perceive in an instant what is opposed to
them, and by their sphere, as it were, convert it into such things
as agree; nay, this holds even in regard to the minuter things
which enter into the composition of the spheres of others. Spheres
of this kind appear in men, but of a somewhat gross quality. The
spheres of malignant spirits pervert so insensibly good thoughts
into evil ones, according to every variety of circumstance which
ispresent to man’s idea, that neither man nor spirit can by
any means know that such is the fact; and unless it had been given
to reflect upon the subject, and to array it distinctly before the
mind, and to know who the spirit was and where he was, I could
never have known that facts of this nature existed. Provided a
manknows what is good and true, and what is appropriate to these
principles, and they will turn all that according to their genius,
so that whatever is in the memory of a man they will bend it[to
suit their purposes]. - 1748, April 29.




  1901-1950
1901

The sphere of anyone who is in
knowledges can by no means be amended, unless he be in faith
towards the Lord; especially unless he believes that the Lord rules
all and everything pertaining to him, and that there is no life
except the Lord’s life; otherwise the sphere of the man
remains as it is, and he is governed by a similar kind of spirits,
etc. etc.

1902

THAT VERY LITTLE CREDIT IS TO BE
GIVEN TO SPIRITS SPEAKING. Nothing is more familiar to spirits who
speak than to say that a thing is so or so; for they think that
they know everything, and indeed solemnly assert that it is so,
when yet it is not so. From experiments made several times, it may
be evident of what quality they are, and how theyare to be
believed: when it is asked [of them] how this or that is, then one
after another says that it is so, one differently from another;
even if there were a hundred, one would say differently from
another; and indeed, for the time with confidence, asif it were so,
when yet it is not so. As soon as they notice anything which they
do not know, they immediately say it is so and so; besides very
many other proofs that they speak as if they knew, yet they do not
know. - 1748, May 3.

1903

THAT SOULS AFTER DEATH DO NOT KNOW
THAT THEY ARE IN THE OTHER LIFE, UNLESS BY MEANS OF REFLECTION
GRANTED THEM. That souls lose nothing of the things which they had
in the life of the body, you will see everywhere affirmed; thus
they neither know nor can know that they arein the other life, but
[suppose] that they are in the world, inasmuch as they are without
that reflection which is excited by things stored up in the memory,
nor is that which is in the memory excited except by means of
objects, and objects are not presented unless by those who are in
society together. Reflection is also given, but by the Lord, that
they are in the other life.

1904

Moreover, that without reflection
they cannot know that they are in the other life may appear from
the nature of reflection, asman does not know the distances of
objects without in the same manner. And so, of many other things
besides; for reflection enables a man to know the quality and
quantity of anything. - 1748, May 7.

1905

Of what nature, the reflection of
spirits and angels is, and upon what subjects exercised, it would
be endless to speak, for without reflection there is no life.

1905-1/2

By means of reflections given,
spirits saw through me, as they oftentimes confessed. Whenever it
was granted me that they should reflectupon objects, they confessed
that they saw them, as they are seen among men, but not otherwise
than through me. Inasmuch, then, as men do not [generally]
believethemselves to be governed by means of spirits, such a
reflection cannot be given them; wherefore spirits do not see
through man, but only know from his interiors. This was very often
made manifest to me, so that spirits could see each particular
object that was in the world, as well as what was in the
imagination and in the thought. While the gateof the mind is thus
open towards heaven, there is given a certain continual reflection,
whence is a communication of spirits with man, and thence they know
that they are not the men with whom they are.

1906

CONCERNING THE LOVE OF INFANTS, OR
STORGE. Thereason that the love of infants and the storge is so
universal in everything living is, that such a sphere from the Lord
[passing] through the inmost heaven, where infancies are,
surrounds, and especially affects, both infants and their parents,
particularly the mothers, inasmuch as they are affections. Infants
are affected in the first instance, which may be seen from their
innocence, manifested in the face, speech, gestures, and from its
effect upon adults, not to speak of the universal sphere [of
love].The affecting cause, wherever it finds a receptive faculty,
affects; thence springs a union, especially of parents and their
infant children; yet this feeling grows weaker as children grow up
and become their own masters. - 1748, May 8.

1907

CONCERNING THEWILL. I perceived
within myself something that may serve to illustrate the working of
the will. The spirits around me disagreed as to which way I should
go, whether forwards or backwards, which it was given me to know;
thence the affection of the will, when I would advance, was not
only a resistance, but even a kind of grave difficulty in the way
of my progress, such as is apt to produce fatigue. As soon,
however, as they agreed that I should go forward, there was an
alacrity in the motion, so that my steps were entirely easy, which
it was given me to perceive by living experience. Moreover, when
leave was granted to spirits of leading me by their will
whithersoever they pleased, they would lighten my steps, so as to
make the progress easy; and in passing over steep places, I would
be, as it were, lifted up by them, which has hitherto happened to
me in repeated instances. - 1748, May 8.

1908

A STATE OF MENTAL QUIET; CONCERNING
CELESTIAL STATES IN GENERAL. A state of peace is in a higher
degree, a state of mental quiet in a lower. Today, from an early
hour in the morning, it was given me to learn from experience the
nature of a state of mental quiet, and, indeed, by a species of
attraction or subtraction towards the interiors, and towards
spirits who were in this quiet state, and that, too, for a whole
night, the state continuing till morning, and afterwards for more
than an hour. It was thus given to know how sweet the state is, and
how indefinite are the states of joy in heaven. It was also given
me, in thatstate, to reflect upon those who desire to live in cares
and solicitudes pertaining to corporeal and worldly things, how
miserable they are, though they imagine they are in their fullest
delight. It was given also to reflect how this state [of quiet]
mightbe supplanted by a state of solicitude, which are like clouds
in a serene sky. States of this kind, however, together with many
others which are peculiar to the celestials, cannot be perceived
[by everyone], for they are unknown to the unknowing; neithercan
they be so expressed in words as to be credible. A certain degree
of knowledge may contribute something towards credence, but I can
affirm that the states of joy are indefinite as to all things that
are pleasant and delightful in the heavens, which yetno one, as a
mere man [on the earth], can apprehend, but which still are such
that, if one had a sense of them, even ofthe least, he would never
more desire to be in the body, or in corporeal or worldly cares. -
1748, May 9.

1909

While engaged in readingthe passage
in Leviticus respecting the feast of tabernacles, certain ones of
the spirits were very much delighted, as I could perceive, both
from their discourse and from the communication [of their delight].
They thereupon earnestly desired to celebratethat feast, which was
also permitted them, by forming to themselves tabernacles in effigy
in the usual mode, together with the appurtenances, in which they
labored with vast delight, for some of them said that was what they
had greatly desired in their lifetime, to wit, to celebrate the
feast of tabernacles in the other life; but, inasmuch as they did
it from cupidity alone, without a view to interior things, or the
things signified, their joy was turned into grief, which, by a
communication, I could perceive in myself; afterwards, there ensued
a coldness which affected rather strongly my feet and my knees, for
they desired only natural things, and not the interior which they
signified; thence arose the cold, of which some of the spirits also
complained. Such is the case with merely natural joys. - 1748, May
9.

1910

THAT THE THOUGHTS AND DEEDS OF MAN,
WHICH ORIGINATE IN FAITH, ARE NOT HIS. Through the abundant
experience of many years, I have become most certainly assured that
the thoughts of a man who is infaith are not his; but if evil, that
they are the product of evil spirits, who believe that they think
from themselves, and to them they are accordingly imputed, just as
they are to men who cherish the same belief. On the other hand, if
good, they are ofthe Lord alone. All this it is given me most
assuredly to know, from daily and hourly experience and
reflection.

1911

When at length I had become
accustomed to the fact of my inability to think anything of myself,
then I found a certain pleasure in it, forI could thus reflect upon
the things that were introduced into my thoughts [knowing all the
while] that I was free from the blame of evil thoughts; yea, it was
given me to know who were the particular spirits, and where they
were, that injected these evilthoughts, and with whom I have often
conversed upon these very points; yea, it was given me to know even
the minutiae of thought, from whom and whence, and thus those
reflections were pleasant.

1912

But the spirits who insinuated evil
thoughts supposed that I had no thought at all, concerning which I
often held conversation with them; wherefore they are unwilling to
be of such a quality, as they suppose that would be to lose
everything of their own, and thus to become nothing, which they
dread and shrink from, though the fact is not so. On this subject,
as it is an extended one, I shall, with the Lord’s
permission, speak elsewhere, and indeed, if I mistake not, I have
spoken already. - 1748, May 9.

1913

THAT WILD CREATURES [ferae] OF MANY
FEET, AND SUCHLIKEINSECTS, SIGNIFY THE INSANER CLASSES OF DEVILS.
When they inspect any spirit in heaven, as, for instance, in his
speaking or thinking, it is then given them to know his interiors
which speak or think, so that theyimmediately know his quality. In
whateverthought he may be engrossed there is a certain image of him
represented, which appears in heaven, but not in the world of
spirits, for [there] they know only those things which flow from
the series of thoughts and speech; as, moreover, also from the
ideasor utterances, whether they are open or closed, and from
various other indications by means of which it is given them from
the Lord to know of what quality a spirit is.

1914

When those who are, in heaven are
in the ideas of anything, and perceive aught that is unpleasant,
loathsome, atrocious, then that is immediately perceived within by
a spiritual representation, or a spiritual idea; when by a
spiritual representation, there is thence continuously formed in
the spiritual world a certain species of beast,wild beast, or
insect in its appropriate form, color, size, entirely corresponding
with the representative idea which thus falls into the world of
spirits. No one who is in the body can receive a representative
idea of angels, but in the world of spiritsit exists visually, as
it has before me in innumerable instances, while I have been in
vision, in which visions it was said to me that there was nothing
embraced that was not formed from an angelic idea; (but
otherwise:)

1915

This night there was represented a
wild creature [fera] or an insect with many feet, not unlike a
louse in shape, of a brown color, and of a size to inspire a degree
of horror, insomuch that I shuddered at its bare presence, or, in
other words, from the sphere of its thoughts. Afterwards a certain
spirit represented by such an insect came and endeavored to infuse
direful and abominable things into my ideas, things in fact so
abominable that they are not to be described. Hence, I was able to
know what ideas the celestials had of that spirit, in whom there
was nothing that was not unclean and filthy, not excepting his
interior ideas, which could scarcely be apprehended. He seemed to
have been a man who had not long since departed from the life of
the body, for he knew not whether he was in the other life or
not.

1916

Hence also it may be known whence
the diabolical crew, as I in fact said to him. - 1748, May 10.

1917

CONCERNING ANGELIC SPEECH AND THE
SPEECH OF INFANTS. Angelic speech not being to be understood in its
true nature, and consequently ineffable, it is permitted barely to
deliver some reflections upon the subject.

1918

Namely, that there are not present
in it ideas such as pertain to the words of the corporeal memory,
such as those which involve locomotion, distances, time.

1919

That it relates only to the
interior things of words and ideas.

1920

It is of such copiousness that one
simple, corporeal, or sensual idea, or an idea of man’s
affection, involves indefinite things, and that too however simple
it may appear.

1921

And indeed, such things as are true
are not intelligible by those who are not angels, because they are
not credible to them; they are therefore as nothing. What is
involved in their being indefinite, this none but an angel can
understand; such an one will stick inthe word
“nothing,” when notwithstanding this nothing is really
something of prime moment.

1922

So as to any and everything,
provided only something be expressed, as, for instance, any
affection, as hatred or love, then the angels comprehend in their
ideasindefinite things, which can never be described, not only
because so many things concur in the same moment, and that too
harmoniously and pleasantly, but because they are remote from
corporeal ideas, and, in a more interior heaven, from natural; [in
a word] because they are things true and good which cannot be
apprehended by corporeal ideas. - 1748, May 10.

1923

A fact that may seem wonderful to
others is, that the angels receive a much better understanding of
things from infants - their thoughts, prayers,and words - than from
adults, who deem themselves possessed of a fuller sense of words
and things. This fact is most unquestionable, and the reason is,
that in the ideas of infants there is nothing as yet closed by
falsities, nothing defiled and filthy bymeans of cupidities and
hatreds, nothing corporeal, as there is in adults; but all is
innocence, and thus their ideas are open, though not to themselves,
yet to the angels, who therefore take much more delight in an
infant than in any adult who is in falsity and in cupidity, or who
is immersed in worldly and corporeal things. Hence most true is it
that the praises of the Lord are proclaimed by the mouth of
infants.

1924

In proportion as a man advances in
age and becomes immersed in worldly and corporeal things, all his
ideas are more closed towards heaven: nor are they opened except in
those in whom the Lord is pleased to open them; whence is to be
understood what is meant by Adam’s being expelled from
Paradise, and guards being placed at the entrance and at the tree
of life.

1924-1/2

In my own case, I have observed
through a living and most manifest experience, that the angels had
a more distinct perception of my ideas when I did not mix up or
complicate my thoughts, but barely perceived that the ideas
wereopened towards heaven, whence the angels could perceive
interior things; - [I say, I have observed] that then my ideas were
more open than when I seemed to enter at the same time into their
interiors.

1925

I have wondered also that while I
had no understanding of certain things, or paid them no attention,
I still perceived that the angels had a [proportionably] fuller
sense of them, which may appear fromthe fact that the angels have a
clearer perception in the case of infants, who do not understand
what they pray for. This will no doubt appear wonderful to most
men, but it is most true, having been testified to me through a
living, manifest, and sufficiently long-continued experience. -
1748, May 10.

1926

When it is given of the Lord to the
angels to flowinto ideas, there is then such a universal sensation
of delights in all their plenitude, that they can never, even to
their least parts, be declared. This I have very often observed,
but of the multifarious experiences vouchsafed me, I cannot relate
even one, as much because they cannot be expressed in words, as
because they are incredible, for they do not penetrate into
corporeal or sensual ideas, but are regarded by such ideas as
nothing, or a kind of shadow without substance. - 1748, May 10.

1927

Hence it may appear how it is given
to the angels to know the interior thoughts of man, when yet he
does not believe that the angels are cognizant of even his ruder
and more compound thoughts, which even spirits know, and that too
better than man, because they are in the world of spirits. - 1748,
May 10.

1928

THAT SPIRITS ARE EXCITED BY A MAN,
WHO ARE OF SIMILAR QUALITY AND AFFECTION WITH THE MAN HIMSELF. It
appears that a man’s states undergo changes not only every
day but every hour, and, in fact, every moment;wherefore, there are
many states of understanding and states of affection, besides which
there is, in every man, something which predominates. Into whatever
state a man passes or comes, correspond and co-operate; thus, not
the same [always] but a succession; and these all think themselves
to be the man; but as to myself, that they are [merely] present
with me. That such is the fact, it was given me today to know by
experience, as I observed the changes of state, and at the same
time the utterances of the spirits, which corresponded [with those
changing states]. I spoke with these spirits, who confessed their
identity, and were indignant at being such, for they thus
recognized themselves.

1929

(Indeed, I noticed the [joint]
operation of several of them at thesame time; for there are
societies of such disposed by the Lord, so that they may correspond
with each particular, and yet still be held in bonds to prevent
their going beyond [the proper limits].

1930

The case is almost wholly similar
in the human body,where whatever any particular part or member,
such as a little gland or the like, may require, it excites,
according to all the changes of its state, somewhat similar in the
neighboring parts, and thus everywhere in the body, yea, even from
the blood and the fluids it educes something similar, which is
suited to it at the time. - 1748, May 10.)

1931

These things [take place] in the
world of spirits; in heaven, among the angels, the case is similar;
but the variety and the correspondence is infinitely superior.

1932

THAT SOULS [RECENTLY DEPARTED]
RECOGNIZE THE THINGS WHICH WERE UNKNOWN TO THEM IN THE LIFE OF THE
BODY, WHILE THEY ARE BEING REPRESENTED. It has often happened that
souls known to me in the life of the body recognized everything
that was known tothem in the life of the body, as well the things
which they had spoken as those that they had done, as also their
acquaintances, friends, relatives, wives, children, and the like,
so that the memory which they had in the life of the body remains,
but for many reasons it is not permitted to exercise it, or to draw
upon its contents, unless when specially granted by the Lord, and
when the acts of their lives are to be called to mind, of which
each single item may be drawn forth, and recognized by them just
asin the life of the body, with all the series, causes, and other
circumstances pertaining to them, so that they cannot but be
perfectly convinced thereby.

1933

A certain one, whom I had not
previously known, and who seemed to have but recently died, was
with me today; and when it was permitted to inquire whence he was,
he was led [by my memory] through various unknown cities, of which
he said it was not there; but when he was conducted through his own
city, then he recognized the streets, and everything connected; and
if I had known the situation of the houses, I could also have found
the house where he had lived; but this was not permitted. - 1748,
May 10.

1934

“TO LIE DOWN SECURELY, WITH
NONE TO MAKE AFRAID”.- Lev. 26:5, 6, etc. This was
experimentally confirmed on a night of this month, when evil
spirits from malice would fain have terrified me while reposing on
my bed. They shook the joints of my whole body with trembling, so
that there was a universal tremor, such as I had occasionally
experienced at other times, namely, an invasion of all the joints
and fibers, and the striking me with a trembling so sensible, that
it seemed as if the souls of the dead had taken entire possession
of me, and that, too, accompanied with terror, from the suggestion
that they had died or were killed in that place, and that I should
betake myself elsewhere. I beheld direful visions and [visionary
beings] speaking with me concerning these spirits. But in the midst
of this inwrought terror, I was so secure as to be afraid of
nothing, notwithstanding such a lively tremor pervading all my
fibers as I am no ways able to express, coming as it did from evil
spirits. Had any other one experienced what I have occasionally
done of this nature, he would have supposed he was possessed
bydemons. - 1748, May 10.

1935

THAT THE KNOWLEDGES OF TRUTHS WITH
MAN ARE A KIND OF VESSELS. It may be sufficiently known that we
have only the most general knowledges of things, although they seem
to us [exceedingly] subtle; for every single notion, whatever it
be, contains an infinity of particulars, as every truth, be it what
it may, may be augmented to infinity. Thus, the knowledges of
truths with men may be called merely vessels or recipients, and
that too of a rude, yea, of the rudest kind, into which are poured
from the Lord those things which they were designed to contain; for
without the most general truths as vessels nothing of [higher]
truth can be insinuated. These things were said in the presence of
angels, and [by them] confirmed. - 1748, May

1936

THAT SOME PERSONS ARE MORE EASILY
LED BY THE LORD [THAN OTHERS].Although all can be led by the Lord
whithersoever He pleases, yet some more easily than others. The
reason is, that the Lord leaves to everyone the liberty of thinking
according to his inclination, which liberty he does not break.
Those, therefore, who are in faith, who believe that the Lord
governs everything, and who do not suffer themselves to be acted
upon by cupidities and falsities, are easily led. This also is said
in the presenceof spirits. - 1748, May 11.

1937

There was a debate on this subject
among the spirits, some of whose reasonings and responses I heard
and received, though many I did not hear. They were, in my
judgment, so subtle that men would wonder how a controversy could
be carried on by such exquisitely framed arguments. But I observed
that the minds of some, after the discussion, were so obscured that
they knew not what was true, as often happens in regard to truths
which are long disputed about - they become obscure,so that the
disputants at length stumble in [the light of] the very truth
itself. With some of these I was present. As far as relates to the
effecting of the thing through the agency of omnipotence and
miracles, it were as easy to the Lord to lead one asanother; but
when it pleases the Lord to lead one according to order, then it is
easier for Him to lead one who is in order than one who is not, for
such an one is first to be brought back into the [right] way, or
into order, which is necessarily a work oftime, that the spirit may
not be broken, whereto I might add many confirming considerations,
which, if they were adduced, would come into discussion, and thus
into obscurity and ambiguity. This the Lord has seen fit to teach
me by an abundant personal experience.

1938

CONCERNING THE SPIRITS WHO ARE WITH
MEN. (The spirits who were with me were oftentimes moved to wonder
and astonishment that they were in such a way with men in general,
and in a still more peculiar way with me, - almost, in fact, as if
theyhad been [living men] in the world and in the body. Some of
them experienced this wonder today, for they cannot realize but
that they are the men with whom they are, so little are they
conscious of a difference, for they come forthwith into the
possessionof everything that belongs to him, that is, everything of
his memory, when, notwithstanding, the man is [apparently] left to
himself, as he is himself a spirit, and thus in the society of
spirits, as it was often given to me to show them. - 1748, May
12.

1939

Souls are spirits; for when a man
dies, he becomes a spirit. Thus he can also be present to man,
which was evinced to me by much experience; for there were with me
many of those known to me in the life of the body, and that, too,
for a very considerable period, even for days, weeks, and months,
which they in like manner confessed, supposing that they thus
returned into the body or into the world. Without reflection
granted them that they were spirits, and were separated [from men
in the flesh], and that, upon their removal, others had succeeded
in their place, they would not be able to know that they were
spirits. Very many who had departed life but a little while before,
were with me, which I could discover as much from their stupor as
from other indications. - 1748, May 12.)

1940

WHEN EVIL SPIRITS INTEND EVIL TO
THE GOOD, THERE IS AN IMMEDIATE CLOSING OF THE COMMUNICATION. It is
something wonderful and worthy of observation, that whenever it
ispermitted to evil spirits to intend any special eviltowards the
good, that the evil entirely fails to reach them; all and singular
the things which they intended are forthwith closed in. This fact
is also represented by a spiritual idea, namely, by the sudden
closing up or closing in of lines or radii, so as to embrace
nothing within; in like manner [the threatened evil] does not reach
to the good.

1941

This may be illustrated by things
pertaining to the human body; when, for instance, any offending
substance touches the fibrils, or the sensitive parts in the
organs, or the insensible in the viscera, the fibers instantly
constringe, and put on such a form and quality that they cannot be
injured, although assailed by that which is painful, foul, and
disagreeable. The effect is similar in the case of evil spirits
attempting to injure the good.

1942

Evil spirits cannot even intend the
least of evil against the angels, inasmuch as they are in an
interior degree; for if nothing of evil can befall [good] spirits,
much less can it the angels; just as nothing of evil[or injury]
reaches to the yet purer fibers in the organs or the organic parts
of the body.

1943

As to the unpleasantnesses and
pains arising from this source, I do not as yet know much about
them from reflections, only that both unpleasantnesses and painsdo
exist, and that for a variety of reasons they are permitted. -
1748, May 12.

1944

THAT THE PERMISSIONS OF EVILS
FLOWING FROM SPIRITS ARE REPRESENTED BY A REMISSION OF THEIR
EFFORTS. In a spirit, as in a man, there is nothing but evil, with
an indefinite variety according to subjects. Wherefore they are
continually attempting evil, although they do not perceive it while
they are held in bonds, and according to the strictness and quality
of the bond. Wherefore, when it is permitted to evil spirits to do
evil, it takes place by a remission of their endeavors; for such it
is represented. They then immediately rush to the thinking and
acting of evil, according to the natural genius of each one. -
1748, May 12.

1945

Thence is their genius known by
others, andthe fact is recognized by themselves by means of
reflection at the same time given.

1946

THE PERVERSION OF ORDER THE GENERAL
CAUSE OF PERMISSIONS. I have sometimes wondered that it was
permitted to spirits to do evil and to infest me so frequently. I
knew,indeed, that such a permission was granted them for many
reasons; but the evil spirits inferred from the Lord’s
permitting it that He was the cause of it, which they continually
insinuated, when yet it was false; for the Lord, never by any means
wills that a man should be infected by evil spirits.

1947

But when a man or a spirit passes
through many states of the intellect and the affections, which
states ought to be in their own order, but are not, and yet are to
be reduced into order.

1948

CONCERNING LIBERTY. I remarked to
spirits that the man who neither thinks nor acts anything from
himself - that such a one does really think and act much good;
while he that does everything from himself - he does nothing good,
but much evil; the one is free, while the other is a slave. This
seemed a paradox to the spirits, but yet it is most true, and is
confirmed by the angels, as also by much experience of my own. -
1748, May 12.

1949

then such things exist, which is
also an indication that unless the Lord shouldreduce all and single
things to order, especially in these last times, that no flesh
could be saved. - 1748, May 12.

1950

THE CHARACTER OF [MERE] CRITICS IN
THE OTHER LIFE. Certain spirits, who in the life of the body had
devoted much labor and time, notto the sense of words, but to the
words themselves, and who had consequently devoted themselves to
the art of criticism (of whom also several had labored in
translating the Sacred Scriptures), were with me; but I can
declare, that whilst they were present,all things whatsoever that
were written and thought, were rendered [by their sphere] so
obscure and confused, that I could scarcely understand anything
whatever, - yea, my thought was kept, as it were, in a prison,
because they determined all the thoughtsolely to the words,
abstracting it from the sense of the expressions, so that they
wearied me extremely, even to indignation; whilst, nevertheless,
they thus imagined themselves to be wiser than others; whereas,
such as are from the lowest class of the people, and even children,
are much wiser, and can more wisely understand the sense; - hence
of what quality such erudition, or such human wisdom is, abundantly
appears, namely, that it is much inferior to that of rustics and of
children, inasmuch as they thereby close the way to interior
things.




  1951-2000
1951

Such, also, although they are most
skillful in languages, as in the Hebrew, have, nevertheless, much
more blundered, and do still blunder, in translating the Holy
Scripture, than those who have notbeen critics, although they may
have less understood grammatical [points]; which can be
demonstrated by very many considerations, although [I am aware]
that in human minds there is a settled opinion to the contrary. -
1748, May 13.

1952

The thoughts of critics, and of
those who have devoted much labor to languages and to grammatical
[studies], were also, on a former occasion, represented to me as
closed lines, within which there was nothing.

1953

The case is similar with those who
labor much incontroversies; for they propose, yea, imagine to
themselves innumerable things as difficulties, and things which
suit their thesis or propositions, and thus they more and more
close up the interior sense, or the way to the understanding of
truth and goodness, and consequently to wisdom.

1954

For the more the sense of words is
regarded, the less are the words themselves attended to, as may be
known to anyone in conversation, and in the reading of authors; so
that the more anyone attends to the words of a speaker or of a
writer, the more the perception of the sense perishes, as may be
known to everyone if he attend to the subject, which happens in the
degree that the attention is directed to the sense or to the words,
which it has often been given to know in the case of spirits, who
confessed it to be so.

1955

The case is similar in respect to
controversies; [for] in proportion as the mind is intent upon
controversial [disputes] the truth perishes, except the proposition
which a man wishes to defend is derivedfrom a general truth, which,
however, is obscured when the mind is too intent upon controversy;
for in such case the truth is obscured, inasmuch as all
difficulties in a general truth cannot be shaken off, because some
of them bear more remotely upon the subject, which, however, the
human mind presents as very nearly connected with it; and some bear
more closely upon it, which can be known if one truth only is
exhibited, as this - that the Lord governs the universe, both
heaven and earth, that He does no evil to anyone: myriads of
objections which the human mind of [itself] cannot shake off, may
be alleged against this truth, and if the mind remain long in
objections it is obscured so as to doubt, and at length to deny
[the truth itself], which it has been often even to learn from
spirits; for in every universal truth there are myriads of myriads
of truths, and as many objections; because there are as many things
contrary thereto, since every truth has its contrary, which the
mind, when seeing from inverse order, favors, and is thus blinded.
- 1748, May 13.

1956

WITH IS MEANT BY THE BODY’S
BEING PURIFIED. There are some who hold that man rises after death
even as to his body, and that the body undergoes a purification,
and respecting which I was today in conversation with certain
spirits; and it was acknowledged that man knows no otherwise than
that he enters into the other life clothed with a body; but [they
remarked] that this corporeal principle thus remaining would die,
and thus the natural things [pertaining to him] become wholly
obsequious to the Lord, for which reason it is said that the body
would be purified. - 1748, May 13.

1957

CONCERNING THE SPEECH OF SPIRITS
WITH MOSES AND THE PROPHETS. Conversing with spirits concerning the
speech [held] withMoses, they assured me that it was merely a
simple speech, and not an interior thought, for it was solely in
externals, such as was enjoyed by others also in the Israelitish
people, which is sufficiently evident from their writings, and
other indications.Interior things were unknown to them, for not
being in their memory as in a common vessel, they were not within;
so, that they had nothing but a mere external, and such accordingly
was their speech, as also their vision, that is, purely
imaginative, pertaining wholly to exteriors. It is permitted to no
one to penetrate the interiors, and thus by thoughts of the
interiors to communicate with spirits and angels, unless in the
case of those who have been previously instructed by the Lord, and
are in faith towards Him. - 1748, May 14.

1958

When a communication of interiors
is also given, there is not only a speech of spirits, but a
knowledge also of their thoughts and affections, and at the same
time a knowledge of their quality, together with a certain
thoughtstill more interior and more universal. Thus, the common
[receptacles], called vessels, are filled, but variously, some more
scantily and some more fully, according to the good pleasures of
the Lord. The interiors are in like manner purified even to
communication with the angels; in which, however, nothing is
perceived distinctly, but only that a thing is so and so, and that
a vast multitude of such and such things are comprised in it. Thus,
they contain indefinite things, as do also the common vessels, soto
term them, for the comprehension of the more interior angels, etc.
In this way, there is a transition made from the world of spirits
into the angelic heaven, for spirits are unable to know what the
angels think unless it be communicated to them according to the
Lord’s good pleasure. - 1748, May 14.

1959

THAT THE OPENING OF HEAVEN TO ANY
SPIRIT, AND STILL MORE TO MAN, IS FULL OF DANGER. A certain not
badly disposed but serious spirit spoke with me, and I perceived
that heaven was opened a very little intohis interiors, so that he
could look in and see what of good there was there. He then began
to lament and to be tormented, praying that his suffering might
cease, as he could not remain in such a state on account of the
anguish he experienced. From this and from certain other
experiences, it may appear how dangerous it is for heaven to be
opened to man, for be is liable to be tormented with remorse of
conscience even unto death. - 1748, May 14.

1960

WITH WAS DENOTED BY THE FIG-TREE
LEAF, WITH WHICH ADAM GIRDED HIMSELF. Conversing with spirits
concerning the fig-tree leaf, with which Adam girt himself around,
it was confirmed to me that it signified their natural thoughts, or
rational, or intellectual faith, under which were the nakednesses
or filthy lovesthat were covered by such a fig-leaf. - 1748, May
14.

1961

It is a wonderful fact, and one
passing the comprehension of most persons, who regard it as a
paradox, that when the heaven of the Lord looks directly upon evil,
it produces this kind of torture; that is to say, when the
Lord’s special presence manifests itself, this kind of
anguish and torment ensues, and, as Moses says, Numbers 10:35, then
His “enemies are scattered,” and “they that hate
Him flee before His face;” when yet that manifestation brings
nothing of evil, but good only, being of the most abundant
clemency. Hence it may appear that man or spirit himself is the
cause of his own evil, torment, and death. - 1748, May 15.

1962

CONCERNING A CERTAIN SPIRIT WHO
DESIRED TO COME INTO HEAVEN. Therewas a certain spirit of this
earth, who applied himself to my left side, and said that he
earnestly desired to come into heaven; and inquired how he should
get there, to whom I replied first, [by asking him] whether he had
spoken with good spirits, and wasable, as a first step, to come
into their society, as he could afterwards be admitted into heaven.
To this he replied, that they would not admit him into their
society. I then said that admission into heaven pertained to the
Lord alone. Concerning that spirit I was informed by others, that
he belonged to a class composed of those who, when they die, and
come into the other life, desire nothing else than to come into
heaven, however they may have lived, or whether they have had any
faith or any knowledge offaith thinking only that because they
desired it they would be admitted, and considering that to be the
essence of salvation. But all such are as it were infatuated,
having nothing else in mind than heaven and heavenly joy. But they
know nothing else, andin their lifetime, were inflamed with this
desire, regardless whether they had faith or not; and even if they
could have been admitted, besides being incapable of companionship
with the celestials, they would have longed for nothing else than
joy, and would never have been content, because they could not have
been affected with true joy. Those of this character, therefore,
suffer for a long time, till at length they forget this cupidity,
and when they have forgotten it, then it is first insinuated to
themwhat heaven is, to wit, that it embraces indefinite things in
one complex, and then what heavenly joy is, to wit, that it is
mutual love, whence flows the multitude of other joys. - 1748, May
15.

1963

WHENCE THE DIVERSITIES OF
PLEASURES. In conversing withspirits on the origins nature of the
great diversity of pleasures, which are so various as to be almost
indefinite, some even experiencing delights in things of a contrary
nature, it was said that it originates in no other source than
harmony, and the harmony results from the habitual course of life
from which the delight is derived. A harmony contrary to true
harmony is acquired by habit, for there are those who take pleasure
in discords, as there are those who delight only in concords, as is
evident froma multitude of proofs. Hence whatever results from
acquired harmony is a pleasure, and soothes, and from the force of
habit one loves to return into it.

1964

It was shown in various ways how
spirits, from their life in the body, have acquired to themselves
harmony from different sources, as from contradicting, from
plotting against conjugial love, from attempting to destroy it, and
especially from various abominable things in which they take such
delight that they can conceive of nothing more exquisite. These
delights of theirs were occasionally communicated, as I have
elsewhere remarked, being made known at one time by means of
[opposite] tediums and unpleasantnesses, at another by the
confessions of those who had been in them, thus evincing by lively
experience in innumerable instances that their life is in acquired
pleasures. Thus, there are as many diversities of life as there
are, and have been, and will be men and spirits, and if they were
to be multiplied to eternity, still the diversities would be
distinct; which was also confirmed by its being manifest from their
faces and speech alone. - 1748, May 16.

1965

As to what pertains to celestial
joys and pleasures derived from genuine goods and truths, they flow
from the Lord alone, as the only fountain; and unless the Good and
True should proceed from this only fountain, i.e. the Lord, no
goodness nor truth could be given, nor could any society exist, for
the universal is that which rules all the singulars and conjoins
them; from which, as well as from many things besides, it may
appear that the Lord alone is the Good and the True, which was
spiritually confirmed in me by the angels, for they are held in
that delight and that heavenly persuasion which was communicated
with me, with a view to persuasion. - 1748, May 16.

1966

THAT EVIL SPIRITS CANNOT BE WITH
THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE LORD. It was previously shown that evil
spirits are pained and tortured by the angels looking intently upon
them. The case is very similar with the man who is in faith, or who
is held in faith by the Lord; evil spirits cannot then approach;
[if they attempt it] they begin to be tormented in like manner, and
desire to fly away. I have several times heard them complaining and
lamenting when in the presence of faith. - 1748, May 16.

1967

NATURAL TRUTHS, OR TRUTHS DRAWN
FROM CORPOREAL, WORLDLY, AND NATURAL SOURCES, ARE [AS IT WERE, A
KIND OF] EARTHEN VESSELS FOR THE RECEPTION OF SPIRITUAL TRUTHS. I
conversed with spirits respecting natural truths, intimating that
men at the present day have very little concern in regard to
truths, but were intent solely upon experiments, from which, for
many reasons, they were unable to elicit causes, and that the
truths thence deducible were not acknowledged, inasmuch as they are
hidden from those who are in the extremes of the corporeal and
sensual, to whom hypotheses and falsities are more congenial.

1968

It was said, moreover, that natural
truths are vessels in which spiritual truths may be contained; for
unless the objects or instrumental causes are adapted, the
spiritual causes cannot be applied to them, as appears from many
considerations, especially those drawn from the containing vessels
of the whole body, as, for instance, that unless the blood-vessels
with their membranes agree with the nature ofthe blood contained in
them, they cannot hold the blood, much less can it act or be acted
upon according to its nature and design. So likewise, neither
unless the blood-globules were such as they are, would the [animal]
spirits and the life of the spiritsbe able to abide and live in
them according to their nature and end; and thus, also in all other
things in the threefold kingdom and in the world. - 1748, May
16.

1969

In like manner, the heart is such a
vessel of the blood and its operations, according to the whole
nature and scope of its forces; and so also are all the viscera of
the body, which are mere vessels formed entirely in coincidence
with the nature of their operations and uses, and thus of their
ends. - 1748, May 16.

1970

That truths cannot beapprehended,
but are rejected among idle conceits, is evinced by one example
which, though a natural verity, would scarcely be believed, to wit,
that the least degree of thought and affection produces an effect
upon all the organic principles of the brainwhich are in front of
the fibrils, namely, the cortical substances; and because it
affects the principles, it affects also all things of the fibers
arising from them, which are myriads of myriads, and thus the whole
body. Moreover, that of all those myriads, there is no portion of
cortical substance, no fiber, no point of a fiber, that is
altogether like another, but a continual variety reigns throughout,
and thus the whole brain and the whole body with its innumerable
varieties constitute one single and most subtle act of our thought,
which we indeed suppose to be of infinite subtlety, but which
nevertheless consists of countless varieties of persuasion and
affection in each minutest point of thought. Yet who would believe
these things, when notwithstandingit is simply the statement of a
natural truth, which can be demonstrated as well from known
philosophy as from manifold experience? - 1748, May 16.

1971

Hence it is evident how rude,
obscure, and most general is everything we think, and which we
deemsublimely particular.

1972

Yea, if the matter be stretched
still farther, inasmuch as the human body, and every part of the
body, corresponds to the spiritual world and to heaven, it may
thence appear that there is an influx into the very least of
thought.But I will not ascend to these incredible heights, because
man is immersed in the depths of obscurity; but I have spoken on
these points with spirits and angels, and they have confirmed them.
- 1748, May 16.

1973

WHAT IS MEANT BY EVENING AND
MORNING, [AND] DAY. Gen. 1. I spoke with spirits as to the import
of day, and of morning and evening, Gen. 1. That day signifies time
in general may be most clearly shown from the usage of the
Scriptures, for that word signifies time.

1974

As to evening and morning, [it is
to be known] that in all things pertaining to generation both in
general and in particular the commencement is from the evening, and
the progress onward to morning, as in general with those who are
regenerated their evening is [a state of] misery, temptations, and
despairs, from which, however, the coming forth is to the morning.
The case is similar in particular instances, for in all things of
regeneration the start is from evils which are turned into goods;
and it is remarkable that evil spirits begin from their phantasies
and cupidities to excite men, though theseinfluences are in various
modes turned into goods, as has been made known to me by a daily
experience of three years’ continuance. This is evening and
morning even in most singular things,whence not only is
regeneration, but the perception of goodness. - 1748, May 16.

1976

CONCERNING A MOST NEFARIOUS
FELLOWSHIP. Certain female spirits came to me, who were, I think,
recently from the life of the body, for they were still ignorant
that they were in the other life, but when the fact was shown them
they could then look back and recollect. Their quality appeared at
first to be good, for they assumed such an air; but when they had
retired I learned from others that they were abominable, and
belonged to the class of those who hold the intercourse of men and
women to be not only lawful, but even holy, saying that they were
born in sins, and could not refrain from this kind of indulgence,
although to have such intercourse with any others than those who
are wholly like-minded they regard as unclean. Yea, being unholy
themselves, they went so far as to revile marriage, and to
represent such connections as impure. It was said to me that there
are such persons of either sex in human societies who hold to this
kind of intercourse without an end of marriage, of conjugial love,
or of offspring, but solely for the sake of lewdness, saying that
they had thus lived a most delightful life from childhood.

1977

When I inquired as to the kind of
punishment that awaited such, it was said that they were punished
most severely, but the nature of the punishment they were unwilling
to divulge, remarking only that it was excessively severe, being
carried to a point at which they did not, as it were, live, that
is, they werescarcely conscious of living, so completely had they
forgotten the perpetration of such vile acts and abominations. For
under the guise of sanctity they work confusion, and with the same
pretence extinguish universal and principal ends, which are those
ofthe procreation of the human race. From such confusion, a
grievous punishment cannot but result, and the extinction, as it
were, of their spiritual life; indeed, it was said to me that they
were not far from being Sodomites, wherefore let those who are
conscious to themselves of such a course of life beware, for they
are not spared in the other life. - 1748, May 16.

1978

What kind of punishment this
confusion and commixtion of holy and profane ideas draws after it
everyone may divine, for conjunctions of ideas form the mind. -
1748, May 16.

1979

One of these punishments was made
manifest; it consisted in the burning of their lascivious members,
as it were, in fire, and that with excruciating pain.

1980

The fact of this burning, as it
were, with fire, will be considered as a paradox because it is
predicated of spirits; but as all a man’s susceptibilities
remain [in the other life], so also his sensations, as I have said
and shown elsewhere. This holds even of the sensation of fire,
which a certain spirit wasat first unwilling to believe, but he
learned it to be so through a special experience. - 1748, May
16.

1981

THAT THE WAY TO THE INTERIORS IS
IMMEDIATELY CLOSED AS SOON AS ANYTHING COMES FORTH FROM THE
CUPIDITY AND THE MEMORY BY MEANS OF ONE’S OWN EFFORT.It may
be said, but can be understood only by a spiritual idea, of which I
have been abundantly conscious, that that which proceeds from evil
and from the memory, in other words, that which is drawn by
voluntary act from a man’s cupidity and science, thatthis
stops short forthwith and fails to reach the interiors. The case is
the same with the sciences of the memory as with the cupidity of
the body.

1982

By a spiritual idea, it is
perceived also how innumerable things are drawn from the memory and
the genius of a man when still the man does not act by his own
proper effort, and how fatuous and short-lived are the things which
originate in a man’s own endeavor. - 1748, May 17.

1983

CONCERNING MEMORY. I have learned
from experience that there is an interior from which is excited the
memory of material and corporeal ideas, and that such a memory
remains also with spirits from which, at the good pleasure of the
Lord, those things that have been stored up in the memory of
sensual ideas are excited. That there issuch a memory, and that it
is more perfect than the memory of the body, is a fact which has
been forced upon me by many proofs; yea, even that which man
supposes forgotten is still lodged in that memory, though buried up
in sensual. The same thing may be inferred from dreams and other
indications. But beside this memory, there is a memory still more
interior, namely, of spiritual ideas, by the and of which thought
and speech may be carried on, and this it is by which that [first]
interior memory is excited.By means of that spiritual memory
spirits possess a great advantage over men, so that they can think
much more subtly and distinctly; thus, their faculties are vastly
augmented in comparison with what they were in the life of the
body. This was confirmedby an abundant experience, concerning which
elsewhere. - 1748, May 17.

1984

And because a spirit can speak in,
or in connection with, a man, and does not know other than that he
is the man himself, he cannot possibly know otherwise than that he
has the memory of sensual things which he had in the life of the
body. On this head I have several times conversed with spirits, and
because they knew not otherwise, they insisted that it was so; of
which see elsewhere. - 1748, May 17.

1985

THAT THE PLACE OR SITUATION WHERE
SPIRITS ARE SEEN IS APPARENT ONLY. I have observed that spirits
according to their genius and disposition, and also according to
their state of mind [animi] or mind [mentis], obtain a situation
relative to the human body, as, for instance, at the right, at the
left, on the sides, above, below, afar off, near by, all which are
mere appearances, as has been often shown me, and likewise today
while speaking with spirits on that subject; [for I noticed] that
while I turned myself to the same side relatively they appeared
present, and so everywhere, when yet they were [in fact] only in
one place; it was said also that myriads could appear in the same
place, when yet there was not a single one of them there. It was
moreover observed that those who were ata considerable distance
from me, either below or above, sometimes seemed to themselves to
be in a moment in the nearest proximity to me, at which they
greatly wondered; as also that those who were below seemed suddenly
above, and so on. - 1748. May 17.

1986

It was observed that neither spirit
nor angel was in the least degree, or for a moment of time, out of
the place which was allotted him by his genius, quality, and state,
which allotment was so accurate that there was no error in the
minutest point,which is an arcanum of the Lord. - 1748, May 17.

1987

CONCERNING THOSE AT THIS DAY WHO
ARE, AS IT WERE, [A REMNANT] OF THE ANCIENT CHURCH. There are still
some who retain and preserve much of the Ancient Church, and who
are especially distinguished by thatfeature of it by which they
perceive whether anything is good. For this reason, they are also
rejected of others, who suppose that they are to be classed with
enthusiasts, when yet this was a peculiarity of the Ancient Church
that they had a perception ofwhat was good, and thus of what they
should do, acknowledging the operation of spirits, but recognizing
in themselves that only of the Lord’s spirit, and rejecting
others. These persons, however, are mostly of an inferior
condition, not easily admitting learned men among them, wherefore
they think in simplicity, and give but a limited range to their
thoughts. These are happy in the other life, and they were seen by
me in front, towards the higher part of the forehead, at some
distance; and they could perceive more fully and profoundly what
was thought than other spirits, so that I could not converse with
them in a like manner [as with others], but only by means of a
greater fullness of thought, which the others said they did not
understand; indicating thatthey are not far from heaven.

1987-1/2

How it was with them in the life of
the body was shown me, as usual, by their utterance of the
Lord’s Prayer, in which their understanding of it was
communicated to me; this was so simple as hardly to extend beyond
the sense of the letter, but yet such as not to be closed as with
others, but still soft, easily opened, and thus intelligible to the
angels, as if each idea, though sensual as to the words, could
serve for a vessel. - 1748, May 18.

1988

I conversed with them concerning
perception, [from which it appeared] that to those who are in true
faith it is such that they not only acknowledge that they neither
do nor can think of themselves, nor are disposed to: consequently
neither to act [from themselves]; for actionfollows entirely the
will, but also they perceive that each single thing is from the
Lord, for they are continually held in that thought, wherefore
according to the Lord’s good pleasure they perceive what is
in any thought, whence it is, from what spirits, of what quality
they are when it is suggested, what are their cogitations, what
they speak or think with each other, what are their affections with
their varieties, what the influxes of the angels, besides
innumerable other things; for they are altogether like spirits in
the other life, which the spirits often confessed concerning me,
not knowing that I was in the body. - 1748, May 18.

1989

THAT EXTERNAL SENSES DISAPPEAR IN
THE HEAVENS. It was represented by a spiritual idea that external
senses perish inorder [or one after the other] as they penetrate
interiors, or, which is the same, as they ascend towards superiors,
insomuch that if a style is filled with mere poetical names, as
Parnassus, its fountain, Pegasus, and the like, those who employ
those terms in writing know that they signify things pertaining to
scientifics, which sense when it passes away, then comes the sense
of the letter, which sense also perishes, and is succeeded by a
higher, and when this disappears then comes one still more
interior, and so on. Such is the penetration and ascension of
senses while they penetrate or ascend towards interiors, until at
length nothing remains but the pure, true, and good in the inmost
heaven, originating from the Lord, who is the essence of all
things. -1748, May 18.

1990

CONCERNING THE STATE OF CERTAIN
SOULS AFTER DEATH. The greater part of mankind, and indeed nearly
all, are ignorant of what constitutes the happiness of the blessed
after death, because they have no perception on the subject.
Withintheir ignorance lies entirely concealed the nature of
interior and inmost blessedness and felicity, so that it is only
from corporeal delights and joys, from sensual and worldly things
that they have any perception. Hence, they regard the things of
which they are ignorant as of no account, when yet corporeal and
worldly joys are worthless, foul, putrescent, and the like.

1991

Just to mention the simplest forms
of the blessedness of certain souls, I may remark that some who in
their innocence and simplicityhave delighted in pleasant gardens,
groves, and the like, where there was nothing lascivious to occupy
their minds, those in the other life seem to themselves to walk in
similar pleasant scenes, and to enjoy exquisite delight in
connection with numerous associates. From these things, a
conclusion may be drawn as to others, but this is the first degree
of the delight of the blessed, which contains within itself
innumerable interior delights. - 1748, May 18. Other enjoyments
succeed afterwards, thus in orderand through degrees.

1992

HOW GOOD IS TURNED INTO EVIL BY
SPIRITS. Some turn good into evil from deceit, some from some other
prompting, so that there is a variety of causes; but I may here
just allude to one method by which good is turned into evil
amongspirits who are scarcely aware of the fact; that is the case
of those who have become weary of their wives, and thence have
taken, as it were, a disgust even towards conjugial love, as when
something of a delightful or pleasant nature which is of
conjugiallove comes to them, and of which they weary, then
immediately that pleasing and delightful thing is turned with them
unconsciously into what is tedious and nauseating, thus into the
contrary, concerning which I conversed with spirits. The case is
the samein regard to other pleasures and delights. - 1748, May
18.

1993

Wherefore there are three general
causes, so far as I have yet learned, by which good is turned into
evil, to wit, from deceit, from art, and from a nature contracted,
as has been made knownto me from experience.

1994

The case is the same in regard to
the false and the true, namely, that the true is turned into the
false, which takes place either from deceit, although they know the
truth; or from art, in that a peculiar delight is taken in being
able to pervert, which is accounted a sign of ingenuity; or from
nature, inasmuch as in the life of the body they were persuaded
concerning falsity, and had acquired a faith of the false, as the
Gentiles, who are much more easily saved than those who act from
deceit and art.

1995

HOW THE ANGELS ARE AFFECTED BY
THOSE THINGS THAT ARE EVIL AND BASE. By experience it was given me
to know and to perceive how the angels have a sensation of those
things in man which are vile, and consequently evil; for when Iread
respecting the sortation of the people with Baal-peor, Num. 25, an
angelic perception was given which was communicated to me, and
which was such that I perceived nothing foul or filthy, but only
somewhat mild, which cannot be described. Compared withearthly
things it resembled those that are sharply angular, and thus
pungent, when their sharp angles and points are rubbed off. - 1748,
May 19.

1996

CONCERNING MUSIC - WHAT KIND OF
EFFECT IT PRODUCES UPON SPIRITS. It has twice happened that I have
heard in the streets music from stringed instruments [viol och
hakbrade, i.e. violin and harp], which so soothed the spirits that
they scarcely knew but that they were in heaven, for they were
exhilarated to such a degree as to be, as it were, transported out
ofthemselves. I perceived their delight, which was abundant; and
even now, while I write, that music of strings and pulsatile chords
is continued. The spirits are so changed by it that they seem
scarcely the same.

1997

Wherefore, speaking jocularly with
them, I said it was no wonder that the evil spirit that infested
Saul was so changed when he heard David playing upon the harp,
seeing how much they were changed [from a similar cause]. They
replied that they were in such a state that they could now neither
think nor do anything whatever of evil, because the delight they
experienced penetrated their interiors. - 1748, May 19.

1998

And it is remarkable that the
angels were affected with pleasure from the same cause; but only
when I paid less attention to it, sothat I did not mix with it the
delights of the spirits communicated to me, but when I, as it were,
heard nothing. So also in other things, [I noticed that] the angels
paid greater attention in proportion as I paid less. - 1748, May
19. The reason was, thatcorporeal things were then conjoined, as
the thoughts of the spirits were almost corporeal.

1999

HOW THE CASE IS IN REGARD TO THE
EXCITEMENTS OF CUPIDITIES WITH THOSE WHO ARE IN FAITH. I conversed
with good spirits, who supposed that I might be thinkingsomething
of evil, saying that such was my quality, consequently that I was
not pure. but it was given me to reply that the truth of the case
was like that of an image in a looking-glass, which is supposed by
those who know no better to be the very personhimself and not an
image, when still the fact is not so; for cupidity and evil is
excited by evil spirits, and when one is in faith nothing adheres
or is imputed tohim, but [evil] is turned into good; for nothing of
this kind is excited with him who is infaith except for an end,
namely, of reformation and regeneration. The idea is, as it were,
an image which works an illusion, and presents an appearance of the
person himself, when yet it is nothing else than the phantasies of
spirits which are communicated, and thus form a semblance of the
person himself. With this response, as the spirits were good and
faithful, they were abundantly satisfied. - 1748, May 19.

2000

THAT NOT THE VERY LEAST MOTION IS
EVER MADE BY MAN APART FROM A STATED LAW. I have sometimesobserved
that nothing ever existed but by the operation of a fixed law, not
even the least thing, as, for instance, the casual occurrence of
anything to the eye, the movement of my hand, etc. But I then
perceived also that I might be persuaded concerningit by an influx
from heaven, so that in fact I was persuaded; for the heavens are
in such a persuasion, and that nothing, not even the slightest
occurrence takes place but in consequence of the will, the good
pleasure, or the permission of the Lord, thus perpetually from a
fixed law, as may be sufficiently manifest from one experience
only, to wit, that there could not appear to me any representative
image, nor could any voice be heard, unless entirely according to a
law from which there could not be the least imaginable deviation.
Thus, all and singular things are ordered with reference to ends,
and those ends to a [still ulterior] end. - 1748, May 19.
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2001

CONCERNING THE GENERAL
PRINCIPLEWHICH GOVERNS MAN’S THOUGHTS. There is a certain
generalsomething which governs mans thoughts, which holds those
thoughts within certain limits which they cannot transgress, nay,
which governs the singular and most singular things of thought.
What is the nature of this general principle cannot be so well
expressed, because men have no knowledge of it? It was represented
to me by a waving sphere, which I perceived and felt, containing
within itself thoughts, and holding them within limits, as already
remarked.

2002

This is sufficiently manifest that
there can never be given any particular without a general, and that
the particular is governed by the general; so also, the singular,
and the most singular by its own universal, which not only assigns
limits to thought, but even to the singulars of thought. Thus, it
isthe common sphere which affects and which persuades. Neither can
man speak, or bring forth his sensations, unless there be a certain
universal sphere of thought which governs and limits all and
singulars, so that each word or idea shall flow fitly and
spontaneously as derived from that sphere, and yet in such a way
that man shall not know whence their source. Unless such a sphere
governed, man could by no means think or speak distinctly according
to the state of the sphere.

2003

In natural things thence
originating there is nothing given without a general sphere which
governs singulars; not in the atmospheric world, where are sounds,
sights, and the like; neither in musical matters, unless there be a
co-sounding and equably accordant body; nor in the kingdoms of
nature, as the vegetable and animal, yea, in all the organs of the
body. But those general spheres are not so well known, because they
are little reflected upon.

2004

But whence are derived the spheres
that govern the thoughts, and whence the thingsmentioned above, may
appear if it be admitted that there are spheres of persuasions of
the false, and of affections of evil, and that they are derived
from the general operation of evil spirits, to wit, from their
thoughts and cupidities.

2005

But thespheres of persuasions of
the true; and of affections of the good, are all from the Lord, as
their appropriate and genuine origin.

2006

There are given, moreover,
indefinite varieties of general spheres, which cannot be defined
except by being referred togenera and species, according, for
instance, as the spheres of angels and spirits are present.
Whatever are the appropriate spheres of angels and spirits, they
are not commingled with the spheres of the Lord, but are tempered
and are in themselves most distinct.

2007

The spheres governing the thoughts
of the man who is in faith are of the Lord, and peculiar to Him, so
much as they have in them of the true and the good; as to the
others combined with them, they pertain to angels and spirits who
are ruled andordered by the Lord with reference to uses and ends. -
1748, May 20. See concerning thought in what follows.

2008

By means of an almost similar
general sphere, others are otherwise governed, everyone according
to his nature and genius, but yet within hisproper limits, beyond
which he cannot roam, for the general prescribes limits. These
things were observed by a various experience in regard to spirits,
some of whom were at the time, as it were, pained, saying that they
seemed to themselves to be in bonds,because the facts were
reflected upon, which reflection produced a general sphere that
they were unable to sustain, inasmuch as the reflection disclosed
their faults. - 1748, May 20.

2009

CONCERNING THE THOUGHT OF MAN - HOW
SLOW AND OBSCURE. It is known that man can think in a minute of
time what he is unable to express by speech or writing in the space
of an hour; for when he thinks he concludes all things within the
compass of a general idea which governs, and everything accordant
flows consistently fromhis memory, and from parts of his general
idea; yet this general is of such a quality that he sees the series
of consequences, though obscurely, still he sees them and connects
them, because he draws a conclusion. From this it may be seen what
is the nature of that general principle which governs
singulars.

2010

But this general, which appears to
men so quick and momentaneous, is yet in itself so slow, that the
angels of the interior heaven can think more rapidly and distinctly
in one moment than man canwithin many hours, during which he will
still think obscurely. This was said to spirits, who were highly
indignant thereupon, although, as it was confirmed, it must stand
for truth. - 1748, May 20. There is, however, a very considerable
difference among men as to thoughts. With those in whom memory
predominates, while there is otherwise a certain closure of the
mind, there is less of thought; while with those in whom the mind
is open, and more of the interior memory prevails, there is so much
more of thought, because there are more things inserted into it by
the Lord, according to His good pleasure. - 1748, May 20.

2011

HOW THE PASSIONS OF MEN ARE BENT SO
THAT THEY MAY NOT BE BROKEN. What it is to bend without breaking a
man’s affections, in which consists his life, everyone may
know from experience, since friends and wives, when companions
become incensed, study to appease them by various blandishments and
compliances, until the enraged party is turned or bent from his
passion, which anyone may confirm by amultiplied experience.

2012

This is still better known among
spirits, inasmuch as communications are made by spiritual methods,
so that affections and their effects may be [more fully]
understood. This is done by means of their intuitions, and at the
sametime of their perceptions; and of the same character are their
spiritual ideas. Certain spirits were indignant when their anger
was suddenly snatched from them in a spiritual way; still the
indignation excited by the act remained, though they could not
beenraged. There was then insinuated something that flattered their
self-love, as of praise, administered in a spiritual way, when
their resentment was bent into concord, so that the anger would
recede. Hence conclusions may be drawn as to other things as, for
instance, how it is that the Lord bends without breaking the
cupidities of men; as also, that man is sometimes permitted to be
led by his concupiscences, while yet they are bent in a wonderful
manner to good. 1748, May 20.

2012-1/2

THAT EVIL IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE
LORD. Nothing is more common in the Word than the ascribing of
evil, wrath, vengeance, and the like to Jehovah, when yet nothing
is farther from being the case. The reason is, that as man does not
know more than that the Lord rules the universe,so he is of course
ignorant how it is that He permits evils, and indefinite things of
a like kind; wherefore, from this simple, most general, and most
obscure idea, the obvious result is the idea that the Lord does
evil, as is read in a multitude of placesin the Word.

2013

The cause, however, with the wicked
is, that they derive all evils from themselves, and yet cast the
blame upon Jehovah, which is their constant wont. To this we may
add that some do not know otherwise, inasmuch as they cherished
this persuasion in their lifetime and, moreover, they are not such
as penetrate much beyond the surface, and thus do not grasp the
nature and origin of permissions. Some again do it out of mere
malice, which it has been given me to know by much experience, as
oftentimes when anything of evil has occurred, they have laid the
blame upon the Lord, and what their thoughts were on the subject
was communicated to me. 1748, May 20.

2014

THAT THERE IS A VARIETY OF ALL
THINGS. Very many persons, indeed nearly all, are persuaded that
hell is the same to everyone, and likewise heaven; thus they have
respecting them only a most general and obscure idea; consequently,
they close to themselves the way to a knowledge of what hell is and
what heaven is, when, in fact, the varieties both in hell and in
heaven are so indefinite, that if souls should be multiplied to
eternity, there would never be one that should have precisely the
same hell or the same heaven with another, but there would still
exist an indefinite variety, nay, an indefinite variation of
varieties to all eternity.

2015

Thus there can never by any means
be one soul precisely similar to another, which it was given to me
to know by the fact that when I thought, in a spiritual idea, that
if any two [souls] were one, theycould not be conscious to
themselves of a distinct existence, but would seem to be one; when,
I say, I barely thought of a plurality being one, then the world of
spirits and the angelic were so abhorrent to the idea that it was
evident it was contrary to the truth of things. - 1748, May 20.

2016

But everyone is formed from the
harmony of many; and the one is such as the harmony is; nor can
there ever be an absolute one, but only a harmonic one. - 1748, May
20.

2017

CONCERNING THE DRAGON. He has been
alreadydescribed, I think, as being able to convert himself into a
variety of forms, so as to appear as a good angel, to weep, and, as
it were, to repent with a great semblance of sincerity, to speak to
others, as to me, with apparent indifference, and at the same time
to contrive deceits with others, but that was gathered from the
indifference of his speech, in which there was infused an air of
absence, and other like things.

2017-1/2

But that he is tolerated, and not
forcibly thrust down, which could be effected in a moment, as has
often been done, one reason is, that those who worship him in the
world are, after the life of the body, or rather after the death of
the body, similar to themselves in the other life, nor do they know
otherwise than that they are living in the body, so that they are
struck with astonishment when otherwise informed. Such, therefore,
having in their minds a veneration for him as for an idol, they are
permitted at first to approach him; for cupidities and falsities
are not taken away ina moment. Inasmuch, then, as souls are in such
a state that they would be broken [by a sudden and violent change],
therefore the process is gradual, and toleration and permission is
allowed, till at length they are step by step drawn out and led
forth to other places. The case, indeed, is not unlike that of the
Gentiles, who also resort to their idols, but according to their
states of life in the world they are called away from them as soon
as their peculiar corporeal principle is somewhat worn out. -
1748,May 20.

2018

It is a matter of most familiar
habit with him, as also with evil spirits, continually to persecute
the faithful, or continually to accuse, blaspheme, and injure them,
as far as it is permitted, while the faithful on the other hand
never injure him. He often makes complaint, as he has just now,
that he is so infested by those who are in true faith; but it is
answered that they never infest him, but that, on the contrary, he
infests and impugns them every moment; upon which he ruminates, not
knowing what to say, as he acknowledges the fact. Thus, he is the
self-procuring cause of his own harm. - 1748, May 20.

2019

THE DIFFERENT STATES OF MEN AND
SPIRITS IN GENERAL. There are many differences between the states
of spirits as spirits and those that distinguished them as men,
concerning which I have treated fully elsewhere; this only is to be
observed here, that men have various external objects which move,
modify, and bend their internal senses; but with spirits it is not
so: that men live in suchsocieties as they can, from various
causes, associate with, even when their associates are dissimilar
to themselves; it is otherwise with spirits, who associate only
with their like. Men are distinguished by the possession of a
corporeal memory, by means of which their acquisitions are made;
but not so with spirits. Men also from the past conjecture the
future, but not so with spirits, who have no memory of the past,
except when it is excited for certain ends. Men have comparatively
little penetration, spirits much more; they see the thoughts of
others, but with a difference [from the perceptions of men], in
that they see in others the things that flow from them. The
thoughts of men are bound, as it were, to corporeal things, like
their organic substances; but not so with spirits. - 1748, May
20.

2020

THAT THE LORD RULES ALL AND SINGLE
THINGS. While speaking with evil spirits, who would fain arrogate
to themselves the rule of all and singular things, I perceived
around me innumerable spirits, who allcontributed somewhat to the
train of thoughts, which, as usual, were connected in a series. I
then perceived that while there were such vast numbers all
concurring to the train and connected series of thoughts, it could
not be otherwise than that one should govern all, and dispose them
into series, and that others, who continually dissented and
opposed, ought to agree, so that so many repugnances may not exist
to create impediments; so that, unless there were one [supreme
ruler], who is the Lord, because the great object of faith, nothing
whatever could be thought; but from so many, and even countless
diversities, nothing but utter confusion and chaos would exist; and
this they could not do otherwise than acknowledge, because it was
given them to perceive itby a spiritual idea. Hence it may be known
that the Lord rules all things, both general and most special, and
that without His control the whole system would collapse. Those who
arrogated to themselves the rule, inasmuch as one was opposed to
another, [were challenged on this score,] but they retorted that
they were competent to do it. It was replied [by asking] who could
rule them, consisting, as they did, of legions of legions, and
mutually contrary to each, inasmuch as hatred rules all, for the
love ofself is predominant. - 1748 May 21.

2021

THAT THE LORD CAN ENABLE ANYONE, BY
A SPIRITUAL IDEA, TO PERCEIVE INTERIOR THINGS. Certain spirits
supposed that I only was in such a state as to be capable, by a
spiritual idea, of perceiving interior things, and of being as a
spirit, from whence, as usual, they drew some kind of sinister
inference; but it was said to them that all could be such if the
Lord pleased, even the most stupid, and I was then reminded of a
certain stupid individual whom I had known many years before. This
man was accustomed at certain times to make public addresses, and
he could then recollect a multitude of things which he could not
possibly at any other time recall to mind. It was then, moreover,
shown to me by experience that upon the withdrawal of such a
spiritual idea, I was altogether like any other person in thought,
which was a matter of wonder to spirits, and that, according to the
Lord’s good pleasure, not only was this faculty opened with
me, but also with all spirits, to whom theLord should see fit to
grant it. By experience, moreover, I had previously learned that
spirits, when reduced into a similar state, would communicate to me
such things as pertained to them, that I knew no otherwise than
that I myself had once known them,and thus recollected them, when
yet, afterwards, I knew that it was owing to the operation of
spirits upon me, similar to the operation of man upon spirits, who
suppose that they know what the man knows, the effect being thus
reciprocal. From these and many other facts, it may be concluded
that, with whomsoever the Lord pleases the mind may be opened, so
that by a spiritual idea things may be intuitively perceived - in
an orderly manner with those who are in faith, and in an
extraordinary and miraculous manner with those who are not in
faith.

2022

Additional confirmation was
afforded by the fact of the prophetic spirit in the representative
church, which spirit was given to whomsoever it seemed good to the
lord, thus to the seventy elders by the spirit ofMoses who
prophesied, as did also Saul; which prophetic spirit was no other
than an influence prompting them to speak and act by words and ways
that were unknown to them, the things [said and done] being
external, but signifying what was internal. So, if it pleased the
Lord, a similar spirit could now be given, and one intuitively
penetrating interior things, inasmuch as at this day men are more
inknowledges, and in the faith of verities, only there are certain
corporeal things by which spiritual actings are embarrassed and
hindered, upon the death or separation of which the remains of
spiritual things may be excited. 1748, May 21.

2024

HOW THE PASSIONS OF SPIRITS ARE
MODERATED. A certain spirit was in the cupidity of having
something; indeed, he burnt, asit were, with the desire, but his
state did not penetrate to my perception, as I experienced at other
times; but it was exhibited to the internal sight. There appeared,
as it were, a sphere somewhat inflamed, which was the sphere of the
cupidity wherein hewas held; nor did he then appear to me otherwise
than as a very diminutive something, floating about, as it were, in
that sphere, the sphere of cupidities being circumfused around him.
He in that state lamented, saying that he was in extreme pain from
notobtaining what he longed for. It seemed to me that he would
perish; but just at that time another more subtle sphere entered
from the Lord, which was a sphere of uses, whereupon his pain was
mitigated, which he confessed, [saying] that he could receive
consolation, and that in the degree in which the rays of the sphere
of use extend. He was thus instructed that nothing should be
covetously desired except from use, and that use ought to excite
affection.

2025

Moreover, the cupidities prevailing
with some ofpossessing without regard to use, which they afterwards
defend by feigning uses, are also communicated, a common case with
women, respecting which I spoke with them. 1748, May 20.

2026

THAT MEN ARE WORSE THAN WILD
BEASTS. I conversed today, as I have donebefore, with spirits
respecting the human race, that they are worse than wild beasts,
because that men live according to inverted order, and wild beasts
according to true order; for men are prompted to extirpate all
society for the sake of self, whereas with beasts it is not so,
unless in the case of certain species when urged, under the
goadings of hunger, their nature being such that, according to
order, one species should feed on another. In a word, it may be
demonstrated by many proofs that the human race, viewed in itself,
and when left to itself divested of restraint, is worse than fierce
wild beasts of the forest.

2027

That fierce wild beasts do also
live according to the order impressed upon them, and not contrary
to it, may appear from the fact that such as their soul is, such is
the nature thence derived, wherefore they live according to order;
but as to man, his soul, in his interior and inmost, is such that
he loves his neighbor as himself, but his exterior or his natural
mind, and his corporealpromptings, are altogether contrary; he does
not love, but desires rather to destroy all those who can be termed
near to him, and the nearer they are the more intensely does he
feel opposed to them; wherefore he does not live according to the
order of hissoul, but against it, and in a way altogether contrary
to that of the wild beasts; on which account, as I said to the
spirits, if the natural mind of man resembled the wild beasts, it
would be much better for him, but now he is much the worse of the
two; to which the spirits listened, but made no reply. - 1748, May
21.

2028

Certain species of beasts and
fishes eat beasts and fishes of the same genus and species, but
that is when they are pressed by hunger, in which case they are
furnished from this source with food, thus preventing a too rapid
multiplication; but when they are satisfied, they betake themselves
to repose. Man, the more blood he sheds, the more he filches of his
neighbor’s goods, the more he desires, being never satisfied;
his cupidity grows and increases till he comes to aspire at the
possession of heaven itself, which desire is in fact involved in
the least spark of self-love. - 1748, May 21.

2029

Hence it may appear that all who
have been and are men tend backward, or, what is the same,
tenddownward, consequently to hell; unless the Lord were to raise
them from hell, all would fall headlong hither, which, when it was
said to the spirits, they remained silent. - 1748, May 21.

2030

CONCERNING A CERTAIN ONE LATELY
DECEASED. A certain spirit came to me at evening, and spoke with
me, and from certain indications it appeared that he was recently
from the earth; and as spirits are covetous of knowing everything,
they were variously desirous of exploring his quality, and if they
found anything discordant, then they were disposed forthwith to
infest him, but were as often withheld from so doing, so that he
was continually defended, and more especially from the fact that he
was a stranger, to whom it is commanded that good shall always be
done. He was therefore shielded from assault by good spirits, by
angels, and by the Lord, although the spirits sought by various
methods to associate him to themselves, and thus to do him harm, as
usual; indeed, they had recourse to their peculiar arts, but in
vain. Hewas at first above the head, afterwards under the
cerebellum, so that they were unable to ascertain his quality.

2031

He knew not at first where he was,
supposing himself to be in the world altogether as if living in the
body, for of this impression are all souls recent from the life of
the body, inasmuch as they are not then gifted with reflection upon
place,

2032

time, the objects of the senses,
and the like, of which I have spoken elsewhere, and which would
enable them to know that they are in another life, only that they
live as it were in the body, and think accordingly.

2033

When it was afterwards given him to
know that he was in the other life, and that he had nothing [of his
former possessions], such as house, riches, and the like, but that
he was, as it were, in another region, where he was deprived of all
that he had in his earthly life, he then began to be affected with
a certain anxiety, not knowing whither he should betake himself,
where he should dwell, etc., when it was said to him that the Lord
alone provided such things for him and for all.

2034

He was then left to his own
reflections that he might think, as in the body, what he should do,
being now deprived of all things essential to life; and inasmuch as
he was now in the society of good spiritsand angels, his thoughts
were so directed that he should entertain no idea of evil, from
which evil spirits could derive a cause of infesting him, and in
this state, he remained for a very considerable time. Hence it was
observed that souls think altogether as they are accustomed to do
in the body, and by means of these agencies an exploration was
effected, going to show that the spirit in question could be in the
society of the good, and that he had been a man who was in faith
towards the Lord.

2035

Then, although evil spirits were
disposed continually to infest him, and to draw him into their
societies, aiming by their arts to pluck him from the fellowship of
the good, yet he was still protected; and it was permitted to these
evil spirits to persist in their machinations even to the point of
producing in him a certain degree of fear and anguish, as is wont
to happen to those who are in faith, that they may think that it is
the Lord alone who protects them; for without such a fear and
anxiety they wouldscarcely acknowledge that fact, etc.

2036

He was afterwards transferred to
another place, even to the province of the heart, and their good
spirits and angels defended and screened him with much solicitous
care from the evil, that they might not know where he was. This was
committed to angels who were then especially in that solicitude,
aiming by every method to defend him, and for that purpose forming,
according to spiritual ideas, a kind of guardian circle around him.
From the same solicitous care, theyperformed a great many other
kind offices in his behalf, from whence it was given to know how
the angels defend good souls, and they in like manner are formed to
the exercise of a similar compassion.

2037

They also rendered to him every
assistance, andwhatever he was prompted to wish and long for in his
thoughts, that they gave to him, thus everything that entered into
the range of his thoughts and desires, for they can give whatever
is desired, inasmuch as such things can be represented, and thus
can be made to appear to the person altogether as if he possessed
them in the world, for the possession of goods in the world is
nothing else than imaginary, and when the imagination enjoys them
to the full and has them in its eye, then it possesses them as
inthe world, and is delighted with them.

2038

Being afterwards left to his own
cogitations, he began to reflect how he could be sufficiently
grateful for such favors, from which the conclusion was easily
drawn that that soul had been led by the Lord, and that almost
immediately after death he would come among the celestials. 1748,
May 22.

2039

From the Lord’s Prayer, which
he prayed with me, I perceived that hitherto he had not advanced
beyond the literal sense, thus that he prayed in simplicity and
faith, and that still his interiors might be immediately opened in
the other life. - 1748, May 22.

2040

THAT CRITICS KNOW NOTHING IN
COMPARISON WITH OTHERS WHO ARE NOT CRITICS. It has often been shown
me that critics, or those most skilled in languages, as the Hebrew,
for instance,yea, even those who have constructed lexicons, and
been translators of Moses and the prophets, were much less
intelligent than those who were not critics; for the weighing of
words has the effect of distracting the mind by the various senses
assigned, causing it to adhere in bare words; and when such critics
have seized upon any particular signification of a word, they hold
on to it wholly regardless of the genuine sense, which they impel
hither and thither, and urge with violence, in order to make it
coincide [with their views]; which, when once the signification of
a word is assumed, they are enabled to do in a thousand ways. All
this was shown me by a living experience. - 1748, May 22.

2041

It hence results that not only are
they lessintelligent in regard to spiritual things from their
inhering in material ideas or words, but some may even be led
astray in dealing with the Word of the Lord, which from the bare
words alone they gather some other than the true sense, and defend
and distort it from the love of self; for when the signification of
a word is assumed, they then torture the sense into accordance with
it, which can be done [as before remarked] in a thousand ways.
Hence the spiritual ideas that are falsified by being mixed with
material ideas, and which in the other life occasion them
impediment and detriment, inasmuch as falsities inhere in material
ideas, are to be dispersed. - 1748, May 22.

2042

CONCERNING SOULS [PRINCIPLED] IN
FAITH, THAT IN THE OTHER LIFE THEY CAN BE AT ONCEPRESENT WITH THE
CELESTIALS. The reader may refer to what was said concerning the
recent soul above mentioned. He was now among celestial spirits,
and could, without delay, make one in the general stream of their
discourse, nor was there perceived aught tohinder his advance from
anything false inhering in his ideas, nor anything repugnant from
the love of self; for there are falsities and selfish and worldly
loves which hinder the introduction of souls into celestial
associations, as into these no one canbe admitted except as he is
in certain states, that is, before falsities and cupidities are
vastated, and, as it were, worn away; these may be compared to
sharp angles which prevent the easy volubility of the gyre in the
unanimous discourse of numbers. - 1748, May 22.

2043

WHAT IS SIGNIFIED BY BEING NOTHING?
Spirits who did not understand what is implied in its being said
that we are to undergo a process of annihilation, or becoming
nothing, inasmuch as they supposed that by losing those things
which were most peculiarly their own, they would be left so
entirely destitute that neither man nor spirit would be
intelligently master of himself, but be like a machine, devoid of
all sense and reflection - such spirits often said to me that I
should be nothing, should become nothing, but in a jesting way, as
they did not understand what was implied in being nothing. But it
was given me to reply to them that this was what I desired, to wit,
to be nothing, yea, absolutely nothing, for then I should first
begin to be something.

2044

They were afterwards instructed
that by nothing [in this case] was meant that a man should lose all
that was his own, that is, his cupidities, and so his iniquities,
and thus that he should come to exist as another person, and that
they could never be anything until they had lost that which was
theirs, and that in proportion as they experienced that loss, or
was reduced to nothing, they would begin to be something; and that
then they would have whatever they desired or thought, like the
soulabovementioned, for it is given to him by the Lord to desire
such things as are suitable, and those also he obtains in
abundance, enjoying them with delight, and without cessation, so
long and so far as he is nothing to himself. On this ground, he has
indefinite favors granted him, which he enjoys with inmost joy and
delight, and with a perception vastly fuller than that of which
other men are conscious in the possession of their delights, to say
nothing of the boundless variety which attends them. The sensation
and perception, which they thought would be extinguished, are
infinitely heightened when self-love ceases to be the ruling
principle of their delights. Thus instructed, the spirits began to
reflect and to desire; and although they were not good, yetthey
were in a certain species of sleep [in which their evils were in
abeyance.] - 1748, May 22.

2045

But when they came into a state of
wakefulness, they began to return again to their nature, which was
given to the contrivance of subtle deceits, wherefore it was said
to me that they could be of such a quality in a state of sleep, but
not so well in a state of waking, in which the perceptions and
sensations are also awake, and of greater vividness, for they are
observant of everything, and are vivid according to the common
state of wakefulness and light. - 1748, May 22.

2046

It is remarkable that it can be
manifestly known what state they are in from the hearing of their
voice when they speak, as, for instance, whether they are more or
less in a state of sleep; so, also, whether they are deceitful,
which is manifested in the speech itself, although otherwise no
deceits are perceived; and this according to the diversities of the
ill intent, so that all the affections may, through the
loving-kindness of the Lord, be known by the angels from the speech
alone, and apart from any special explanation. The speech of the
deceitful is tacit, there being in every tone an image of deceit,
which is recognized by those to whom the Lord gives to perceive it;
and in otherthings. - 1748, May 22.

2047

It may also be known if one spirit
who is deceitful prompts another to speak, and whether the deceit
belongs properly to him that speaks, or to the other, as nothing is
more common among spirits than for one class to speak through
another, the latter being made the subject-speakers of the former.
These things, and what I have previously said respecting speech, it
was given me today to know by lively experience. I had indeed the
opportunity of knowing the same things before, butam not aware that
I bestowed upon it the same degree of reflection. - 1748, May
22.

2048

In their minutest actions their
genius discloses itself, for their most singular things are
effigies of themselves. - 1748, May 22.

2049

CONCERNING A SPIRIT WHO WAS
DISQUIETED FROM ARDENTLY DESIRING HEAVEN. A spirit like-minded to
the one before spoken of, and capable of quite a subtle perception,
addressed me on the right side, under the arm, saying that there
was nothing he so much longed for as heaven; that he had often
desired [the enjoyment of] heaven, but that they were unwilling to
admit him; and begging that if I knew by what means he could gain
entrance thither, I would inform him. It was given me tosay in
reply that he could not come into heaven till he had laid aside the
cupidity of entering it; for such an engrossing desire, even if he
was in the height of felicity, would hinder his perceiving it; and
thus he could not enter heaven till he had got rid of that
cupidity; and all the more because he did not knowwhat heaven
really was, as to which being interrogated, he said that it was a
joy and felicity greater than could be expressed; he resembling in
this respect the mass of men who have no other than a most general
idea of heaven, as being a state of joy; but in what it consists,
and what is its nature, they are utterly ignorant. 1748, May
22.

2050

As long as such a cupidity inheres
[in man they] can never come into heaven, for if they were even in
celestial joy, they would not have a sense and perception ofit, by
reason of that cupidity; and therefore they would never be content.
- 1748, May 22.
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2051

THAT SPIRITS CAN ALSO PRODUCE
ODORS. It has sometimes happened that spirits have produced odors,
just as if the objects of the odors had beenpresent, concerning
which, if I mistake not, I have frequently spoken before. Today,
while discoursing of flowers and lilies, they produced a very
perceptible odor of flowers and lilies, as to which, however, it is
only necessary to notice the fact. - 1748, May 22.

2052

THAT THOSE WHO ARE IN SOCIETY
MUTUALLY KNOW OR RECOGNIZE EACH OTHER. There was a certain society
of spirits of whom I inquired whether they knew that they were
many, for one only spoke, as is usual, and he replied that everyone
recognized with great accuracy every other one, whether it was from
the speech, or from some other observable peculiarity. - 1748, May
22.

2053

CONCERNING A CERTAIN ONE WHO WAS
RAPT AND BORNE AWAY TO HEAVEN. There was a certain spirit with me,
and that not long afterhis departure from the body, as might be
concluded from the fact that he did not know that he was in the
other life; for no one can know that without being gifted with
reflection, as anyone may be satisfied from various considerations.
This person seemed to me to have been devoted, during his life in
the body, to studies; but farther than this I could not speak
particularly of him, notwithstanding I conversed with him for some
time; but he was suddenly caught up on high above me, which led me
to suppose that he was one of that class who in their lifetime had
cherished lofty aspirations; and then when he came to speak with
spirits as a spirit, being in this aspiring state of mind, he was
suddenly caught away, so that he could speak with them no more:
whereupon they wondered whether he would go, for he went into a
society of celestial spirits, and consequently out of the sight of
mundane spirits. I felt therefore authorized to conjecture that he
was thus rapt on high, for the reason that in his lifetime he
hadsupposed that heaven itself was supremely elevated, and not
among the lowly or near the earth, and that being led by this
opinion, he appeared to be borne upwards, for everyone’s
opinion follows and controls him. From the society of the
celestials he spokewith me, and said that he saw things high and
sublime, and so magnificent as to surpass the utmost power of the
human mind to conceive. - 1748, May 23.

2054

When he was there, I read in Deut.
1 respecting the Jewish people, how they sent messengers to explore
the land and what was in it, all which were turned by the
celestials into a spiritual sense, so that they perceived nothing
from the literal sense, but only from the spiritual. The spirit in
question then said to me that he knew nothing of what I wasreading,
but that he heard wonderful things; for there was an interior
sense, namely, that by the mountains of the Amorites was signified
the world of evil spirits, through whom the way led to heaven, and
by the river of Eshkol, where there were fruits andclusters of
grapes, [was signified] the interior heaven. This, he said, was the
true sense of the words in that passage, and not the literal sense,
of which he could perceive nothing. From this we may judge how the
sense of the Lord’s Word is elevated towards the interiors of
the heavens, so that nothing ofthe literal sense remains; which he
acknowledged, saying to me, with a clear voice, that the things
which he saw were truly magnificent. - 1748, May 23.

2055

It may hence appear by a living
experience what life and glory pertains to the Lord’s Word,
viewed solely in the internal sense. Some spirits in the world of
spirits, when they perceived that such was the glory of the
interior sense of the Lord’s Word, began to repent that they
had been unwilling tobelieve in the existence of such a sense,
although they had scarcely been able to do it, saying that in the
state in which they now were they were ready to believe; apart from
that state they could neither understand nor perceive any of the
things which this spirit saw and heard, for he saw and heard, and
perceived. Some who were unwilling to believe, supposed or said
that they were phantasies; but when it was solemnly affirmed that
he saw, heard, and perceived, what more could be said? Those also
who wereelevated to that heaven, at length confessed that they were
anything but phantasies, for they perceived them as realities, and
with a perception vastly more exquisite than that of the body.

2056

It may hence be known that the
sense of the letter is far more penetrative when the mind does not
inhere in that sense, as the Lord then flows in with an interior
sense, which illuminates and makes perspicuous the literal sense as
to what it signifies; which is not the case while the mind, as with
critics, inheresin letters and words. - 1748, May 23.

2057

(In fact, from the interior heaven
they not only saw my thoughts, but also the things which I was
about to think and to do, together with their causes as far as it
was given of the Lord, so that not even a winkingof the eye, or a
step of the foot occurs, except it be previded and provided of the
Lord.)

2058

There were still others who were
also raised up into heaven, and especially one from among those
whom I had known in their lifetime, who, from utter amazement,was
unable to describe its glory, saying with emotions of pity that it
was strange that men had not the least particle of knowledge of
these wonderful things. It was given them to look into my thoughts
and affections; and they said, and I also perceived that they took
cognizance of many more things in thoughts than anyone could
imagine, as also of causes, which man would attempt in vain to
grasp, and to which he does not attend, together with the sources
from which this and that proceeds, and other like things; as,
moreover, in regard to my present writing, how the things written
are suggested, whether by leave or by permission.

2059

CONCERNING A CERTAIN ONE WHO WAS
RAPT AND BORNE AWAY TO HEAVEN. They perceived also how the ideas of
a man, that are mixed upwith those that are contrary and foreign,
are to be entirely separated and distinguished, for they recur in
all their train of thought. And since there are so many spirits,
some excite one mixed idea, and some another, whence confusion
arises, which, however, is not so hurtful in corporeal and natural
things as in spiritual, where spiritual ideas are mixed up and
infected with foul, terrestrial, corporeal, and natural ones, as
this hinders the soul from being transferred into celestial
societies; for the societies at once perceive those things which
they abominate,and they are filled with abhorrence, inasmuch as
there is a communion of ideas among many, and whatever there is of
a mixed nature in anyone idea, though it may be thought to be
concealed, yet itis manifestly perceived, wherefore it cannot be
otherwise than that it should be removed from that society, and the
pollution occasioned by it be removed; for a most exquisite
perception is given to the celestials of all composites, which if
they are notperceived in one state they are in another, and the
more manifestly, the nearer to the state which is contrary to
defiled ideas. In this way, a soul may be admitted into heaven, but
only in certain states and among certain societies, with numerous
precautions effected by the ordering of spirits (1748, May 23);
which they who were raised into heaven acknowledged and in a voice,
that indicated a full persuasion.

2060

WHY A MAN OR A SPIRIT OUGHT TO KNOW
NOTHING FROM HIMSELF; AND THAT WHEN THAT IS THE CASE, HETHEN FIRST
BEGINS TO POSSESS WISDOM. It was said to spirits that he who knows
little, and, as it were, nothing from himself, begins then to be
wise, which is equivalent to the saying that he who is nothing is
something, or, as far as he is nothing he is more than nothing,
because then first the Lord is with him, and then first he becomes
wise, for this wisdom is not his own, but the Lord’s; and so
also in other things. The spirits wondered why I said these things,
to them, and they are now pondering the matter in silence, when yet
it is the truth, and it amounts to the same as the saying, that the
less anyone has from his own proprium, the more he has from the
Lord. - 1748, May 23.

2061

Certain spirits who had been raised
up to the interior heaven while Iwas reading Deut. 3 from beginning
to end, and while they understood the contents in a spiritual
sense, said at the close of my reading that there was not even a
tittle [apex] of it which did not contain a coherent, spiritual
sense, so that each single thing, even the most minute, was
inspired, and that the several words and names of persons signified
things, altogether according to the series of the Word, which was
confirmed by the spirits, and that so strongly that they said they
were willing to testify it upon oath, but this was not permitted. -
1748, May 23.

2062

THAT EACH AND ALL THINGS ARE
REGULATED BY THE LORD, SO THAT THERE MAY BE PRESENT IN EVERY IDEA
AND AFFECTION INDEFINITE THINGS. (This morning it was shown me
manifestly that in every man’s ideaand slightest affection
there are present indefinite things, yea, if it were lawful to
speak things above human belief that a similar state occurs in the
universal world of spirits. I was in a certain affection, and hence
in its idea, for some time almostcontinuously. Afterwards it was
shown me how many societies of spirits concurred in the idea of
that affection, which some would regard as a simple, yea, very
simple idea, for societies of spirits who proximately concurred,
manifested themselves by livingspeech, saying that they were the
ones who willed and urged this, and also from what cause and what
end they so acted. Thus, did one society after another; and yet
from the ideas of so many societies springing from their
cupidities, desires, and ends, onecommon thought or idea existed
with me. How many there were in each society I could not discover;
but four or five societies, if not more, manifested themselves by
open speech, and openly acknowledged that they were in the cause
[of that idea], and on account of what end [it occurred].

2063

From this and many other facts it
is manifest that in a single idea innumerable others concur, at
which, indeed, those who could not receive it were indignant, and
thus admitted, as might thence be inferred, that they cogitate
nothing, but that it was others who concurred in their
thoughts.

2064

Hence it is also manifest that in
one idea are innumerable varieties, and in truth such as are
opposites, and that innumerable varieties of spirits are exhibited;
that without such variety no one could subsist, and that these
varieties are directed, tempered, and inflected by the Lord alone,
on account of the end present to the Lord.)

2065

Wherefore unless the Lord ruled the
universal heaven and universal world, and produced thoseinnumerable
varieties, from which as mediates arise ends, and from ends the
first and last end, and then from divine power disposed of them in
each and all things, no one could by any means subsist.

2066

Yea, hence it also follows that
when the Lord disposes, the more men spirits and angels there are
who accord with His will and good pleasure, so much the better as
to mediates; for without mediates He can also operate each and all
things, but because He pities the human race He produces it as a
medium, anddisposes so that all may be in Himself, and everyone out
of pity may enjoy heavenly gifts. 1748, May 24.

2067

WHAT DAMAGE IDEAS CAUSE WHEN
PROFANE THINGS ARE MINGLED WITH THEM.Since, therefore, there concur
in every idea of man and spirit the ideas of somany societies of
the world of spirits and heaven, it follows, if anything filthy or
profane inheres in ideas, that clean things must be polluted by
unclean, or sacred by profane things, because simultaneously
present; they cannot but defile the purer societies, and occasion
them disgust and nausea; wherefore they cannot be in the societies
of good spirits, still less of the celestials, before the Lord has
separated these things, as when they are in societies He separates
them.

2068

A slight experience onlyhas also
confirmed it. A vessel nothing but earthen ware was praised by a
certain one, and he caused that this vessel previously
[considered?] in my idea good, from persuasion [induced?] should
appear as a fair and desirable thing in the ideas of spirits;and if
from any cause I had contracted aught of defilement from it, the
contrary would occur. - 1748, May 24.

2069

It was also granted to fix the
sight upon certain objects, and so observe how many varieties of
ideas there may be: which were obscurely perceived to be
innumerable, and that no one has a precisely similar idea of an
object, some being in one variety of the object, others in
another.

2070

As there are active powers, so also
there are similar efforts [conatus], for efforts [conatus] result
fromliving powers, and efforts [conatus] produce upon objects
active powers, as may be manifest from experience and the rules of
human wisdom. - 1748, May 24.

2071

It was shown me by living
experiences that the Lord, who alone is Power or Life, maintains
suchan equilibrium between the efforts [conatus] of all angels and
spirits, in common and in the minutest particulars, that not the
slightest aberration may occur. The slightest error would produce
the greatest confusion in the sequel, as was shown by
livingexperiences. 1748, May 24.

2072

THAT IDEAS, WHATEVER THEIR QUALITY
OR CONTENTS, ARE COMMUNICATED BY SPIRITS AND ANGELS. From this
single example, it may also appear how it is with ideas in which
are falses or profane things. There was a certain tract of garden,
for which spirits inspired me with a certain horror, by reason that
they were not willing it should appear to the mind, and indeed they
then presented before me dire things, though the tract was a
beautiful one, planted with trees. This idea remained; and when I
represented in spiritual idea that garden tract two years
afterward, then did the spirits who are now about me begin to be
filled with horror, and, as it were, to suffer dire things, because
those dire phantasies which were formerly stirred upwere again
excited, and they became so filled with horror as scarcely to
endure it. Wherefore I represented to them how the thing was, and
that it was only the illusions of evil spirits who induced these
dire things. Being thus instructed, they began to feel otherwise,
and that horror departed.

2073

Hence it is manifest of what
quality are the ideas of such as have mingled the false with the
true, and the profane with the sacred; for whatsoever is in the
idea is immediately evoked, as, for instance, theprofane in what is
sacred; at which good spirits and angels are horror-struck, as also
the false in what is true: for the chief part of such things as are
in ideas are evoked, and evil spirits do defile them still more, so
that they appear so utterly abominable, that they fly the view of
such an idea: for to good spirits and angels is granted the faculty
of viewing single ideas as to their quality, and hence it is given
them to know of what quality is man or the soul. - 1748, May
25.

2074

Spirits who conceived a horror from
the first representative idea of the garden tract could scarcely
throw off that horror till they were told that should there have
been any other such thing there presented as being a certain
unclean thing, still that no one could contractaught unclean when
possessed by another. As, for instance, the temple at Jerusalem was
sanctified so long as true worshippers came to it, though it was
profaned by idols. - 1748, May 25.

2075

CONCERNING THE MORE SUBTLE SPIRITS.
There was a spirit whoacted in a more subtle manner than others, by
entering good affections, appropriating them to himself, and thus
deceiving, which was natural to him and to those who were with him
in company; but never could his subtlety availaught. It was
immediately discovered and perceived by good spirits, much more by
angels. He is now undergoing examination.

2076

Meanwhile he was supposing that as
regards all wicked spirits, they by themselves could effect any and
everything, which he also admitted that he had supposed; and when
it was pointed out to him that he is one among myriads of myriads
who are ruled by the Lord, and that therefore he could never effect
anything, he began to think so and to repent.

2077

Then also there was discourse
concerning reflection as thatsuch spirits are not in a state of
reflection, because then they are led by their own nature, and that
should reflection be granted to them, that then unless the Lord
permitted there would be no reformation, because they would then
wish to act from their own strength, which would be to make
themselves worse, and to force themselves not to appear so, which
is not allowed. Other disadvantages also would ensue.

2078

After the examination of that
spirit, it was said that he could not be inclined to aught that was
good, therefore that it was his innate nature so to act; which must
first be extirpated. To extirpate this would require much time, for
it is a subtle poison, which to him seems the sweetest thing;
wherefore he cannot desist, as is manifest from his treacherously
acting in, as it were, appropriating to himself the delight of
another. - 1748, May 25.

2079

It is a wonderful thing in such
that immediately they seize and perceive what delights another, for
they penetrate these things quickly. With others, itis not so. It
is said it is about two years since he departed from the life of
the body.

2079-1/2

That more subtle spirit was a
species of those who in the life of the body are deceptive, and
devise evil concerning all that they see belonging to others. They
cannot think aught but ill, and hardly ever what is good
[concerning others], and this from a certain innate malice,
especially from hatred, and that they insinuate themselves into the
pleasures or delights of others arises from this cause, that in
thelife of the body they insinuate themselves and agree with and
flatter all by the countenance, gesture, and words, but inwardly
cherish specially such as thoughts arising from hatred. Hence that
spirit insinuated himself into all agreeable things, but didso on
account of a nature ruled by hatred, which was inwardly cherished.
This in the other life is not hidden, but becomes active and bursts
forth. Such spirits endeavor to destroy each and all of the
pleasant things of another, and to make out of their pleasant
things unpleasant things, so that those with whom are such may be
deprived of their delight; for the external countenance after death
is removed, and the thought is present which is perceived
otherwise, than is the case in the life of the body.

2080

There are other species of this
kind of hatred, for there are companies of them; but, on the other
hand, are other sorts, which it was not granted me to observe. They
were filled with hatred that any should enjoy pleasantness which
some attack more openly, others more secretly, some by insinuation
into the pleasant things, others by the destruction of that which
they hate.

2081

This spirit supposed himself
adequate to all things; for they greatly confide in themselves, and
think themselves alone to be wise, inasmuch as they despise others,
as is apparent from their thinking ill of all others, thus
preferring themselves to all others; but this inwardly or in
thought, therefore they are, as it were, pests in the societies of
good spirits, and can hardly be tolerated in the societies of the
angels, in which everyone must from the heart or affection favor
the enjoyment of another, and increase it manifold, and deem
himself less than others, thus prefer himself less than others;
consequently must not hate anyone.

2082

Secret and inward hatred, or hatred
in the thoughts, is much more pernicious than the hatred which
comes out, or bursts forth in hatred [odium] or anger. This latter
can more readily be removed; for secret or internal hatred, or that
of the thoughts,is also attended with this, that in thought it
penetrates such pleasant thoughts of spirits as are interior,
snatching them to itself, and immediately, and indeed in a moment,
destroying them. - 1748, May 27.

2083

CONCERNING A MORE RECONDITE
REPRESENTATION OF SPIRITS. There were displayed species of
representation, such as cannot be described in words nor received
by human idea; for things are joined to such ideas as are not
expressible nor intelligible to man when awake, but only when he is
in a state ofsleep or ecstasy, in which state they are perceived by
man fully as well as when awake; but when he comes into a state of
wakefulness, he does not at all know how to express these things,
namely, the ideas to which are connected things which are more
easily of comprehension. Such ideas were also shown me now, in a
state verging more towards sleep than wakefulness. The
[representations] related to dancing at marriage festivities, how
far allowable or not, and the like, but I could not understand the
things.They were in a series and connection [nexus]: that there was
in them something of a celestial arcanum, I do not doubt, for they
are representations of spirits whilst in such a state, and are
derived from differences of angels. - 1748, May 27.

2084

THAT THERE mmmmm A SORT OF
REPUGNANCE AMONGST THOSE WHO LIVE ON FOOD FOR WHICH THEY HAVE NOT A
TASTE. It is known that infants love milk, and that adults are
unaccustomed thereto, so that some will not indeed admit but that
it does them harm; wherefore also it isa rule of the physicians
that milk is injurious in case of sickness. The reason why it is
hurtful, although it is the simplest diet, and above all things
free from harm, is that men accustom themselves to drinks for which
they have not a taste, especiallyto malt liquors, hence their
stomach and bowels grow accustomed thereto as well as the blood,
which therefore cannot bear a milk diet. When such persons are
first associated in the other life there is a sort of repugnance;
for I perceived manifestly the odor of ale from certain [of them]
when I drank milk. - 1748, May 26.

2085

THAT IN EVERY IDEA ARE INFINITE
THINGS. This is sufficiently manifest from spirits, of whom
everyone has his own idea when anything is said. The idea in itself
is a certain general [commune] something, yea, a most general
vessel, of indefinite ideas. Wherefore there can never be given as
regards one and the same thing a similar idea, however simple the
idea appears. Thus, the idea of the human form, mind [animus], and
mind [meus] appears indeed simple, but there can be therein as many
things as can be conceived, because it is in an infinite field.
This can be manifested by many facts.

2086

Hence it appears that there are
indefinite varieties of souls and their ideas, so that there
nevercan be displayed one that is similar to another, however very
simple the idea appears hence their varieties are arranged by the
Lord in fitting forms that there may be no conflict, but that they
may harmonize in one consentaneous body. - 1748, May 26.

2087

CONCERNING THE SPHERE OF SPIRITS
ROUND ABOUT MAN. It was manifestly represented according to a
spiritual idea, not only that there is, as it were, a sphere of
spirits round about man, and that man is one of those who are in
the sphere, but it appeared tome as if man was, as it were, a
certain solid point, around whom was that sphere; for while man is
in the body, then are his terrestrial parts represented by such a
solid point, like as terraqueous globes are surrounded by their
atmospheric spheres; but when his corporeal parts are laid aside,
he becomes as one of the spirits, and is in that sphere like as a
spirit. That such a sphere of spirits is diffused about, of greater
or lesser extent; a sphere of powers acting through spirits, or one
of efforts [conatus], was also manifestly shown to the spirits
around me, who acknowledged and perceived such an arrangement, and
said that they plainly perceive it.

2088

Nevertheless, there were some
spirits who denied it, but it was perceived by others that they
saidso out of malice, because they were unwilling to acknowledge
and see it, and that thus they spoke contrary to the truth of the
matter, which they also admitted, saying that they desired to
exercise unbounded license of speech and denial. This they
derivedfrom the life of the body.

2089

But it was then represented that in
the sphere surrounding the world, that is, in the atmospheric
sphere, it so happens that such things as do not harmonize are
dispelled, and thus the sphere by its own power reduces everything
to equilibrium: which is sufficiently evident from turbulent
atmospheres and waters, that they are by degrees brought to
serenity, and that this derives its cause from the spiritual
spheres, as do each and all natural and mundane things. That this
might be shown, all those spirits who did not harmonize, and
contradicted the truth from innate license, were expelled or
ejected, so that that sphere was, by their removal, made serene or
purged, which they complained of, saying that they were expelled.
It was said to them how matters were circumstanced, and that those
who were not accordant in societies were expelled, and this with
indefinite variety, according to the state that exists in the
spheres. - 1748, May 26.

2090

WHAT IMPRESSION IS MADE UPON
SPIRITSAND ANGELS BY HARMONIOUS SINGING AND MUSIC. It happened
twice or thrice that there was heard harmonious singing, like as
previously had been heard instrumental music, and with that singing
were the spirits so delighted, that they became as it were
spell-bound, the sweetness thereof penetrated their interiors. The
same was the case with angels. could perceive their enjoyment by a
certain sense. - 1748, May 26.

2091

HOW SPIRITS AND ANGELS ARE IN
VARIOUS SOCIETIES. Spirits and angels change societies accordingto
all the Lord’s good pleasure, therefore from one society to
another, so into thousands and myriads; all which are suitable in
this or that respect, and according to their desires; and what is
worthy of admiration is, that according to their
affections,therefore the variations of their desires. Societies are
formed thus, continually to their delight and joy; and that they
then perceive themselves to be in another delightful state, for
their delights and joys are according to their societies.

2092

In those societies, it happens that
because they are unanimous, and when unanimous their felicities are
increased and diminished, which are circumstanced wholly according
to societies, and the affections of these, springing from other
societies.

2093

The changesof societies are the
changes of the state of them, and spirits and angels are
circumstanced in societies according to state of affections,
therefore according to mutual love and varieties of love, which are
indefinite and disposed by the Lord alone.

2094

I have compared changes of
societies with changes of the faces of them, for I have seen when
angels render themselves visible, fully as in open day, and indeed
more clearly, that they can change faces, one after another, and
indeed according to every variety of affection; so, that all the
varieties of an affection appear in order, there remaining only the
affection that is, as it were, proper or fitting, which still is
distinguishable among so many varieties and changes.

2095

Yea, it was also granted me tosee
the changes of faces, therefore of affections from infancy to old
age; and these changes were there effected among the spirits so
that I perceived how the affections of infancy remain, or how they
pass into others.

2096

Thus, can an angel converse withall
throughout the whole of heaven, with indefinite joys and varieties
of joys, which can never be lessened to eternity, but that new
varieties will occur, because they are indefinite.

2097

CONCERNING THOSE WHO FROM
CHRISTIANS HAVE BECOME JEWS. Such as are born and educated
Christians, and betake themselves to Judaism, either openly or
secretly with themselves, in another life becomes, as it were,
insane. Amongst spirits cannot be displayed such insane persons as
exist during the life of the body; but theinsanity of those who are
among the spirits consists in this, that they are insane with such
fancies [phantasies] as occur with such as are regarded sane in the
body. But those who betake themselves to Judaism are like insane
persons when they come among other spirits; they are thrown into a
similar state, and this no matter whom the spirit that they strike
against, seize and project; thus, are they wholly like such as are
captivated in mind. Today I saw a certain one, from the anterior
part a little abovein front, nevertheless at a distance, who so
conducted himself; nevertheless, such are immediately expelled from
the societies and drowned. He seemed to himself to seize hold as it
were of another spirit, and to turn him about. Whither the drowned
one wentI do not as yet know. - 1748, May 27.

2098

THAT THE LORD SAVES MAN FROM MERCY
SOLELY. It is plain from many things that the Lord saves man from
mercy solely; and that He does not demand any praise and rendering
of thanks for His Divine benefits is evidentfrom the state of
souls, spirits, and angels, to whom is granted to think, say, and
do nothing unless the Lord permits or gives leave - of themselves
they can do nothing, and because those things which proceed from
themselves, or from what belongs to their nature, are evil; for
which no praise or thanksgiving should be made. If a spirit
purposes to give thanks, he can by no means do so unless from
manifest permission and leave; thus, are those things of the Lord.
But this was made more manifest to me in spiritual idea, that the
Lord never demands aught for His Divine benefits from souls,
spirits, and angels. - 1748, May 27.

2099

THAT MAN AND SPIRIT MUST
NECESSARILY THINK AND SPEAK SUCH THINGS AS THE LORD PERMITS AND
ALLOWS. From manifold and daily experience now for three years it
is given me to know that man and spirit is compelled to think and
speak that which the Lord permits or allows; for whether I willed
or not, I must need think and speak. It is similar with spirits who
are compelled to speak contraryto what they think, nor can they
possibly desist, for they are united into a society with others,
and thus carried away by a stream, as it were, of thinking and
speaking: concerning which thing the spirits complained, to wit,
those who supposed that of themselves they think and speak all
things, and that this is not the case was shown to them, as also to
me, by living experience. Moreover, when it is not made manifest,
or when it is not given to reflect upon it, everyone thinks, man,
soul, and spirit, thatthey speak of themselves; wherefore they are
taught by such experience that they may know that they are nothing,
because they cannot think nor speak of themselves, although they
think so. Evil spirits, notwithstanding they are instructed by such
experience, their own and others, as also that it is permitted them
to compel other spirits to speak with themselves, still are not
willing to believe that it is so, because it is repugnant to their
self-love; for they desire to be competent to perform, and
effecteach and everything from themselves. - 1748, May 27.

2100

Those to whom perception is granted
by the Lord can know and be acquainted with such as within a
society and such as without a society inflow into thoughts and
speech, and indeed in an exquisite manner according to the
Lord’s good pleasure. Whenever many concur in any speech they
know each other distinctly; but those to whom it is not granted so
to concur are not distinguished by each other,but each supposes
that he alone speaks; and when it is declared to him that he did
not solely speak, but did so in society with many, and that he was
a subject of their speaking, as if their instrument, he is
indignant, and to convince him the nearest spirits who concurred
and spoke through him have manifested themselves; then next when
these same who manifested themselves supposed that they spoke of
themselves, others must needs manifest themselves, such as were at
first more remote, and acknowledged that they spoke through them.
Thus, there is a certain series, and, as it were, chain like as
there is in the body of many powers and active causes, concurring
to a word, and to an action of the muscles. Similarly, is every man
circumstanced; but I know that hardly anyone believes it, when yet
it is a truth, confirmedto me by manifold and daily experience.
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2101

What therefore could exist out of
so many concurring causes of human thoughts and actions but a mere
confusion and nothing at all, did not the Lord rule each and
everything: like as the instrumentalcauses are ruled in one body. -
1748, May 27.

2102

CONCERNING PEACE. I was in a sort
of peace, therefore was removed from the cupidities which spirits
would insinuate, which they observing wondered at, and said how
could I thus possibly possess life, because there were with me no
cupidities. They supposed that no life is granted but one of
cupidities, because such [a life] proceeds from them, for they know
of no other life than that which they suppose to be theirs,
therefore one of cupidities; but it was granted to reply to them
that then I may enjoy a much superior life, for I am [sunt for sum
I think] in the life of the Lord, who is Peace Itself, therefore a
heavenly life or one of celestial affections of which they are
ignorant. Moreover, they supposed that such a life must be without,
not within one; but the thought was given that they suppose the
life of cupidities which they think their own to be within them,
wherefore also sins are imputed to such a one, although these are
not their own, consequently there could be no imputation if they
were in faith toward the Lord as respects the life of the Lord,
that is still more appropriated by man, because more interiorly and
inwardly and in the inmost place, wherefore do they also possess
the perception of muchmore exquisite joys. - 1748, May 28.

2103

THAT SOCIETIES ARE ESPECIALLY
CONSTITUTED OF SUCH AS ARE OF ONE GENUS, TOGETHER WITH THEIR
SPECIES. That societies spiritual and angelic are constituted of
such as are of one genus with their species is evident from the
affection of similarities: for likes are associated in the world,
as it were, spontaneously; in the world of spirits and in heaven it
occurs by the Lord’s ordering, and because societies are not
conjoined from necessity, and the want of similars, asis the case
in the earth, therefore are associated by the Lord such as are
alike as to affections and intellectual persuasions.

2104

That societies are such is also
evident from experience sometimes granted me, when faces were
represented, which were changed in a moment of time into many other
faces in succession, in which a similar genus of affection shone
forth, but was varied continually according to species which was
nothing else than the acting of one society, and of one in
succession after another inthe society.

2105

That societies are changed
according to the states of mind [animi] and mind [mentis] was also
manifested, and indeed sometimes in a very small space of time. -
1748, May 28.

2106

THAT SPIRITS WERE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE
THEMSELVES FROM MY FACEAS SEEN IN A MIRROR. Many times it happened
when I beheld my face in a mirror, being led to do so because of
the thoughts of the spirits who were with me, who at the same time
saw through my eyes, but who did not observe but that they were in
the body orin the world, they supposed that they had faces like
what they had in the life of the body; hence also the countenance
was changed in some degree, as far as possible, into their
countenance - they recognized themselves, one after another - many
were indignant, others thus recognized that they were in another
life. Then they perceived in the mirrors what sort of minds
[animus] they had with themselves, as regards which they recognized
as often as I spoke with them. - 1748, May 28.

2107

WHAT REFLECTION IS. Spirits and
angels have no reflection except what the Lord gives them, although
they thin [...]
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