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BENJAMIN WEST PRA (1738
– 1820) was an Anglo-American history painter around and after the
time of the American War of Independence and the Seven Years' War.
He was the second president of the Royal Academy in London, serving
from 1792 to 1805 and 1806 to 1820. He was offered a knighthood by
the British Crown, but declined it, believing that he should
instead be made a peer. He said that "Art is the representation of
human beauty, ideally perfect in design, graceful and noble in
attitude."

West was born in Springfield, Pennsylvania, in
a house that is now in the borough of Swarthmore on the campus of
Swarthmore College, as the tenth child of an innkeeper and his
wife. The family later moved to Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, where
his father was the proprietor of the Square Tavern, still standing
in that town. West told the novelist John Galt, with whom, late in
his life, he collaborated on a memoir, The Life and Studies of
Benjamin West [...]
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