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We
    design and build like there wasn’t anything but concrete. We
    give
    its usage for granted in construction, having almost completely
    forgot that, before its introduction, we built a lot and with
    great
    results for ages.
  




  

    
Now,
    let’s go outside and take a look around. Italy is Old Town’s
    nation. From an architectural point of view, they are very
    typical of
    our urban landscape. Tourists enjoy our narrow alleys, our
    little
    squares with their characteristic cafes, our churches with
    their bell
    towers, our fountains decorated with sculptures and our
    buildings of
    any size, mansions, fortresses and castles. Here and there we
    can
    even find, in good condition, some historical record of ancient
    Rome’s grandeur. 
  





  

    
Nothing
    of this has anything to do with concrete, because when it all
    was
    realized concrete just did not exist. 
  





  

    
Today,
    concrete is the substance produced in greater quantities in the
    world, and in terms of usage it’s surpassed only by
    water
  


  

    

      

        

  

  [1]


.
    Its demand amounts to 4,18 billions of tons a year.
  


  

    

      

        

  

  [2]
      
    
  




  

    
So,
    let’s shed some light and try to understand what this material
    is,
    who invented it and when, what was used before its introduction
    and
    why it had such a worldwide success that makes us give its
    usage for
    granted in construction.
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Common cracks on a concrete floor
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