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How to become a fluent English speaker



This is the second book in the series. You can find book one here.

This book is intended for intermediate English learners.

There are many things that make an excellent English speaker but one of the main things is that they can speak about a lot of different topics easily. Many students at the intermediate level can speak quite well about some topics but get completely lost when someone talks about an unfamiliar subject. This book helps you to build your vocabulary in 12 very useful and common subjects.



Six ways this book will help you towards English fluency



One) This book covers 12 very common topics. The vocabulary used is ‘specialised’ but is also in everyday use.

Two) If you can only speak about a few limited subjects you will not become fluent. This book helps you to break out of these limits.

Three) This book features over 200 new words and phrases introduced in context  (short stories or articles). This makes it both fun to learn and easy to see how they are actually used.

Four) Each new word or phrase is explained in simple English. This will help you get used to thinking in English rather than translating from your own language all of  the time.

Five) There are example sentences for each new word or phrase. This will help you master both the meaning and the use of the word.

Six) At the end of each chapter there is an ‘Extra Practice’ section. This features TV shows and Youtube channels that will help you practice the language.



If you enjoy this book please be sure to leave a review and check out my other very popular book 500 Really useful English Phrases. I also have lots of other great books on my author page.



Ok let’s get started.









Money



Part One



Are you one of those people who struggles to make ends meet? Are you facing large amounts of debt? This can be a frightening time. One of the most important things to remember is that you can overcome it. By using a proper budget you can cut down on your spending. The first thing you need to do is consider your income. Write down how much money you have coming in every month. Then note down what you need to buy and how much it all costs. Then you will see clearly how you can live within your means.



Vocabulary and Phrases:

To make ends meet: this is when you earn just enough money to live, but no more. You have no extra money left over after living expenses.

Example: Between my husband’s and my wage we only just make ends meet.



To have debt/to be in debt: to owe money to someone/a bank etc. You need to re-pay someone money at one point.

Example 1: I have quite a lot of debt so there’s no way I can quit my job at the moment.

Example 2: I’m in debt to the bank.



A budget/to budget: This is a fixed amount of money you have to spend on something. ‘To budget’ is when you are careful to only spend a certain amount of money.

Example 1: My budget for food shopping is about £50.

Example 2: I’ve had to budget a little this week as I had less money than I thought.



To cut down/back on (spending etc): to reduce how much you do something.

Example 1: I’m trying to cut back on how much I spend on alcohol.

Example 2: If you are putting on weight, try to cut down on how much bread you eat.



An income: money you earn from working, investments etc.

Example: My income is just about enough to live off of.



To have money coming in: this refers to the money you get every month from working/investments/people giving you money for other reasons etc. Basically all of the money you receive.

Example: Since my husband lost his job, the only money we have coming in is from my job.



To live within one’s means: this is a phrase which means that you only use money that you have. You don’t go into debt.

Example: I’ve always tried to live within my means, so I’ve never really had any debt.







Part
Two



You don’t have to be tight fisted to be good with money. You just need to
be prudent with your
spending. For every purchase you make, consider whether you really
need it. If you start cutting back on luxuries (going out drinking
etc) you can afford
more of the necessities (food etc) without having to
borrow.



Vocabulary and
Phrases:

To be tight
fisted: this is when you do not like spending money.
When you are mean with money. This is a negative term used about
people who don’t pay their share.

Example: I hate going out for dinner
with my brother, he’s so tight fisted. I always end up paying for
everything.



To be good/bad with
money: this is when you are good/bad at managing your
own finances.

Example: She doesn’t have a good job but
because she is so good with money, she always seems to have more
than enough.



To be prudent (with
money): to be good with money. To be careful with
money. To make good investments.

Example: He’s been pretty prudent over
the years and is now pretty well off.

Note:
to be ‘well off’
or ‘wealthy’
means to have quite a lot of money.



To be able to afford
(something): to have enough money to do/buy
something.

Example 1: I’ve got a pretty good job so
I can afford to eat out quite a lot.

Example 2: I can’t afford to go out this
weekend so I’ll probably just stay at home and watch TV.



To
borrow/lend: to borrow is when you take money from
someone/a bank with the intention of giving it back. To lend is
when you give money to someone but you want to get it back at a
certain time.

Example 1: I had to borrow some money
off of my parents in order to buy a car.

Example 2: I lent my son some money so
he could buy a car.
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