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How to become a fluent English speaker



This book is intended for intermediate English learners.

There are many things that make an excellent English speaker but one of the main things is that they can speak about a lot of different topics easily. Many students at the intermediate level can speak quite well about some topics but get completely lost when someone talks about an unfamiliar subject. This book helps you to build your vocabulary in 12 very useful and common subjects.



Six ways this book will help you towards English fluency

One) This book covers 12 very common topics. The vocabulary used is ‘specialised’ but is also in everyday use.

Two) If you can only speak about a few limited subjects you will not become fluent. This book helps you to break out of these limits.

Three) This book features 182 new words and phrases introduced in context  (short stories or articles). This makes it both fun to learn and easy to see how they are actually used.

Four) Each new word or phrase is explained in simple English. This will help you get used to thinking in English rather than translating from your own language all of  the time.

Five) There are example sentences for each new word or phrase. This will help you master both the meaning and the use of the word.

Six) At the end of each chapter there is an ‘Extra Practice’ section. This features TV shows and Youtube channels that will help you practice the language.



If you enjoy this book please be sure to leave a review and check out my other very popular book 500 Really useful English Phrases. I also have lots of other great books on my author page.



Ok let’s get started.








Computers



Part One



Computers are amazingly helpful but when they go wrong they can completely mess people up. Nowadays it seems that people can’t do anything without computers. If the computer stops functioning then we can’t function. We have become completely dependent on them. I came to realize just how much we depend on computers when I was working at a local company last year. The computer I was working on needed some new software. I think it was an upgrade to the operating system or something. Everything was going fine and then suddenly the image on the monitor started going crazy.



Vocabulary and Phrases.

Software: These are programmes that you can install onto your computer to perform certain functions. For example if you wanted to make a video, you would install ‘video making software’ onto your computer.

Example: I like to run Linux on my computer because a lot of the software is actually free.



An upgrade: This is when you make improvements to your computer or install a newer or better piece of software on  your computer.

Example 1: I decided to get my computer’s memory upgraded.

Example 2: This piece of software comes with free yearly upgrades.



Operating system (OS): This is the main software on a computer. It acts as an in-between software between the hardware and any program you may run on your computer. For example ‘Microsoft Windows OS’.

Example 1: My operating system is pretty old so I can’t run a lot of the new software that is coming out nowadays.

Example 2: I love this OS because it never crashes*.

*if a computer ‘crashes’ this means that it stops working. This is usually related to the OS/software rather than the hardware.



A monitor: If you have a desktop computer then the ‘monitor’ is the device with the screen on the front.

Example: I need to replace my monitor because the screen is cracked.









Part
Two



At first I just thought there was a
problem with the software. But then because all of the computers in
the office were networked
they all started to go wrong as well. At this point I really
started panicking. What had I done? Had I just broken every
computer in the office? To make matters worse I hadn’t
actually backed up
any of my work so that would all be lost too. After a while I
calmed down and called tech
support. They talked me through all of the possible
problems and got me to reboot the computers. They wanted to
email me a patch to
see if that would fix the problem but the Wi-Fi router wasn’t working either. They
even got me to check the computer hardware and all of the
USB ports, but I couldn’t
find anything wrong. In the end we decided that it was probably a
computer virus and
that a computer specialist should come in to fix it. But the next
day when they arrived all of the computers were magically working
again. It was a complete mystery, they just seemed to fix
themselves overnight. Of course now I’m very careful to back up my
files and I absolutely never update my computer
software!



Vocabulary and
Phrases:

Network(ed)
(computers): If your computers are ‘networked’ that
means they are connected to each other. Therefore they can all
access the same files and information.

Example: All of the computers at my work are networked, so if
one of them gets a virus, then they are all at risk.



To back-up
files: This means to make copies of the files that are
on your computer. So you have the file on your computer and
back-ups on disk etc.

Example 1: Make sure to back up all of your files, just in case
something happens to your computer.

Example 2: I make backups of all of my files every
evening.



Technical
support: This means ‘help with technical issues you
may have with your computer’. This is a service that companies
often offer.

Example 1: I choose that computer because the support is
supposed to be excellent.

Example 2: I hate ringing for technical support. They just speak
in jargon, and I have no idea what they are talking
about.



To reboot (a
computer): This is when you have a problem with the
software (often the operating system) and need to start the
computer again so that the problem doesn’t occur again.

Example: 
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