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How to become a fluent English speaker



This book is all 3 volumes of the very popular 'Master English in 12 Topics' series.

There are many things that make an excellent English speaker but one of the main things is that they can speak about a lot of different topics easily. Many students at the intermediate level can speak quite well about some topics but get completely lost when someone talks about an unfamiliar subject. This book helps you to build your vocabulary in 36 very useful and common subjects.

Six ways this book will help you towards English fluency

One) This book covers 36 very common topics. The vocabulary used is ‘specialised’ but is also in everyday use.

Two) If you can only speak about a few limited subjects you will not become fluent. This book helps you to break out of these limits.

Three) This book features over 600 new words and phrases introduced in context  (short stories or articles). This makes it both fun to learn and easy to see how they are actually used.

Four) Each new word or phrase is explained in simple English. This will help you get used to thinking in English rather than translating from your own language all of  the time.

Five) There are example sentences for each new word or phrase. This will help you master both the meaning and the use of the word.

Six) At the end of each chapter there is an ‘Extra Practice’ section. This features TV shows and Youtube channels that will help you practice the language.



If you enjoy this book please be sure to leave a review and check out my other very popular book 500 Really useful English Phrases. I also have lots of other great books on my author page.



Ok let’s get started.





 








Crime



Part One



The Police

Me and my partner had been working on the case for about two months. We were part of a larger sting operation to take down Henry Deacon, one of the most notorious crime bosses in town. He’d been picked up before for  petty crime such as selling black-market goods but nothing ever really stuck. The evidence was either found to be inadmissible in court or the jury members would be intimidated or bought off, so he’d always walk.



Vocabulary and Phrases:

A case: Here this word means when the police investigate a crime. An investigation.

Example: The murder case took two years to investigate.



A sting/sting operation: This is sometimes called a ‘police sting’ and is a complicated operation to catch criminals.

Example: The police sting took over a year but eventually closed the crime syndicate down.



Notorious: This means ‘famous’ for doing something bad (or sometimes unorthodox).

Example: You could say that Bonnie and Clyde are famous but ‘notorious’ would be a better description.



(When someone  is) picked up: ‘To be picked up’ has many meanings but here it refers to when someone is taken to the police station for further questioning.

Example: The escaped convict (someone who was in prison) was picked up when he tried to cross the border.



Petty crime/petty criminal: A small crime/criminal. Not a serious crime/criminal.

Example1: Stealing from shops is considered a petty crime.

Example 2: He was known as a bit of a petty criminal so everyone was shocked when he robbed a bank.



The black-market: This is when things are sold ‘unofficially’. So they are not through formal channels and shops. They are untaxed.

Example: Black-market cigarettes account for 30% of all cigarettes sold in the UK.



When something doesn’t stick: Again this has many meanings but in this context it means when the evidence against a criminal is not enough to convict them. So the police try to connect someone to a crime but it doesn’t ‘stick to them’.

Example: The DNA evidence was inconclusive so the charge didn’t stick.



To be inadmissible in court: This is evidence that cannot be used in court. For some reason the evidence has become useless.

Example: The witness was drunk when he saw the crime so his evidence is inadmissible. 



To intimidate (someone)/to be intimidated (by someone): To act in a threatening way towards someone. To feel threatened by someone. This is used for both physical and psychological intimidation. 

Example 1: He was always intimidating his wife.

Example 2: His wife was intimidated by him.



To buy someone off/To be bought off: This is when someone is bribed to do something. To be paid by a criminal to ignore evidence etc.

Example 1: The criminal bought the policeman off.

Example 2: The criminals in that town can do whatever  they want because the whole police force has been bought off.



(When a criminal) walks: This is when someone is definitely guilty but for some reason is not convicted of the crime.

Example: Even though his alibi was obviously fake it meant that he was able to walk.





Part Two



We’d been sitting outside of his house on a stakeout for the past week. He had not left once, when suddenly at around 3am we spotted him. He got into his car and started driving towards the western part of town. We tailed him at a distance for about a mile when he turned onto the highway. We were pretty confident that he hadn’t noticed us so we maintained our distance and followed him to an abandoned warehouse. We were far away from him and we had to turn off our lights, but we could just about make-out what was happening. It seemed that it was some sort of a buy. Although it was dark, we identified the other person as a known drug importer. We rang our commanding officer but he ordered us to stand down and not to bust them as there were only two of us and it would be too risky without back-up. Even though we disagreed, that is the chain of command and we had to respect it. 



Vocabulary and Phrases: 

A stakeout: When the police wait outside someone’s house and watch them. When the police secretly watch someone who they think may commit (has committed) a crime.

Example: The two police officers were on a stake-out watching the suspected criminal.



To tail someone: This is when someone (usually the police) follows someone else (usually a suspect) without them knowing about it. 

Example: The criminal made sure that he lost the tail before he tried to leave the country.



To (be able to) make  (something) out : This is when you cannot see something clearly but you can just about identify what it is. Note: This is not exactly a ‘police show’ word, but it is useful.

Example: My daughter’s drawing is a bit messy but I can just about make out that it’s of a dog.



A buy: This is often used to describe when criminals meet in secret to exchange money for (illegal) goods.

Example: The drugs buy was caught on camera by a tourist filming on their smart phone.



A known (criminal): This is a criminal that the police know about. The police have records/details about this criminal. This person has had past problems with the law.

Example: He was a known criminal so the police had his finger prints on record.



To stand down : Here it means when a police officer or solider does not attack but instead retreats.

Example:  The police man was ordered to stand down when it appeared that they were about to raid the wrong house.



To bust (someone) for (something)/ to make a bust: This is when the police catch and charge a criminal for something. This is usually called ‘an arrest’ or ‘to arrest someone’.

Example 1: The criminal was eventually busted for drug smuggling.

Example 2: The criminal was eventually arrested for drug smuggling.



Back-up: Here it means additional police officers called to assist in a difficult situation.

Example: As soon as she realised that he had a gun, she called for back-up.

 

The chain of command: In both the police and the military they have what is known as ‘the chain of command’. This describes when orders are given by the superiors and those below must follow them.

Example: The chain of command means that the commander is held responsible for the mess even though it wasn’t directly his fault.








Part Three



The orders came through that we were to ignore the other suspect and resume our tail on Henry Deacon. We were then supposed to stop and search his car. We were able to tail him for about half a mile and then he must of made us as he suddenly swerved off of the main road and then tore off down a smaller road. We tried to pursue him but he managed to shake us. We doubled back and called in a description of his car. He was eventually spotted about two miles from our destination so we raced after him. We eventually caught up with him and pulled him over.



Vocabulary and Phrases:

A suspect: This is someone the police think may have committed a crime.

Example: The main suspect suddenly tried to leave the country so the police arrested them.



To be made: In this case it is when a the suspect realises that they are being tailed by the police and then tries to escape.

Example: Even though the police were careful not to get too close, the suspect made them easily, and was able to lose them.



To swerve: To turn very sharply (sometimes not on purpose). To swerve off (onto another road): This is when you dangerously turn onto another road. Note: This is not a ‘police show’ word but it is useful.

Example 1: The car in front of me was swerving all around the place. I think the driver was drunk.

Example 2: The car swerved onto the smaller road.



To tear off : To suddenly accelerate/To run off/To suddenly leave. Note: This is not a ‘police show’ word but it is useful.

Example: He tore off as soon as heard the news.



To pursue (someone): To follow (someone).

Example: The policeman pursued the suspect on foot.



To shake (a tail): This is when a suspect manages to lose/escape from the police who are following them.

Example: The suspect managed to shake the police tail pretty easily.



To double back: This is when you return the way that you came. It is sometimes used when you are lost or the purpose for going a certain direction no longer exists. Note: This is not a ‘police show’ word but it is useful.

Example: We suddenly got caught in a thunder storm so we decided to double back and return home.



To call (something) in: This is when police officers ring the police station with details or updates.

Example: After the shooting the policeman called it in immediately.



To spot someone/ to be spotted: To see someone from a distance. To see someone doing something.

Example 1: I spotted him stealing sweets from a shop.

Example 2: He was spotted stealing sweets from a shop.








Part Four



We had no idea whether Deacon was armed or not so we approached his vehicle with extreme caution. He was sitting there vey calmly but refused to get out of the car. Eventually we had to force him to get out of the car.  When we searched the car we discovered a bag of money and a gun so we read him his rights and took him down to the station. We then booked him for possession of an illegal weapon. 



Vocabulary and Phrases:

To be armed: To have a gun or a weapon.

Example: Police officers in America are all armed.



To approach with caution: This is when you should be careful when getting close to someone because they may be dangerous.

Example: The policeman approached the suspect with caution because he thought that he might have  a gun.



To read someone their rights: When the police arrest someone they must inform them of their rights. For example ‘you have the right to remain silent’ etc. This is called ‘reading someone their rights’.

Example: The police officer read the suspect his rights and then took him to the police station.



To book someone for a crime: To arrest someone for something and then enter their details in to a formal police record.

Example: He was booked for drunk driving.








Part Five



The Suspect

My name is Henry Deacon and I am a hard working law abiding businessman. For some reason the cops have had it in for me since I was young. I admit that I have had a few brushes with the law when I was younger and was even banged up for a while but I while I was inside I saw the error of my ways and turned over a new leaf. Since then I’ve been on the straight and narrow, and haven’t so much as got a parking ticket. Nether-the-less the pigs have been hassling me ever since.



Vocabulary and Phrases:

To have it in for someone: This is when you dislike someone for no reason and you try to cause trouble for them. Note: This is not a ‘police show’ word, but it is useful.

Example: That teacher always had it in for me, I think that’s why I always hated school.



A law abiding (person): Someone who obeys (follows the rules of) the law. 

Example: She was a law abiding citizen until one day she just went crazy and tried to rob a bank.



To have a brush with the law: This is when you have had a ‘little’ trouble with the police. It has the feeling of not being that serious.

Example: That area is so rough that most of the young men there have had brushes with the law.

 

To be banged up: This is slang for being in prison.

Example: He was banged up for murder.

 

To be inside: In this case it refers to being in prison.

Example: He studied law while he was inside and eventually defended himself in court.



To see the error of one’s ways: To realise that you have done something wrong. To realise that you are on the wrong path in life and to try and change it.

Example: He was so selfish when he was younger. But he soon saw the error of his ways after he had a child and had to be responsible for someone else.



To turn over a new leaf: This is when you try to change your life. To try to change your character or your life.

Example: He was caught cheating at school and was thrown out. But he assures me that he has turned over a new leaf and that he will never do that again.



To be on the straight and narrow: This is used when someone used to do illegal things but now never breaks the law.

Example: He’s been on the straight and narrow ever since he almost went to jail. He realized at that point that he needed to sort his life out.

 






Part Six



I had been pretty ill for about a week so I hadn’t left my house. I’d noticed that my house was being watched but it had happened so many times before that I thought nothing of it. Anyway I was starting to feel better so I thought that I’d take a drive. I drove around for a while a then took a walk. On my way home I was stopped by the police. It was then that they planted the gun and the money. They said that they’d caught me red handed but really they were just trying to frame me for a crime I didn’t commit. 



Vocabulary and Phrases:

To plant evidence: This is when the police/or someone places fake evidence at the scene to make it look like someone has done something against the law.

Example: At first the police thought that it was suicide but then they noticed that the suicide note had been planted there, so they decided that it must have been murder.



To catch someone (doing something) red handed: This means that the person was caught while in the act of doing something bad.

Example: She caught her husband red handed with another woman.



To frame someone for a crime: This is when someone tries to make it look like someone else has committed a crime even if they haven’t. To make someone look guilty for something they didn’t do.

Example: He always said that he was framed but the police found his fingerprints on the murder weapon.



To commit a crime: To do a crime. ‘Commit’ is the verb used with a lot of crimes. For example, to commit murder/suicide.

Example: He committed his first crime when he was still in high school.






Part Seven



At the station.

When we got him back to the station he started protesting his innocence and shouting that he’d never seen the gun before in his life. We ran the gun through the computer and it was connected to two unsolved murders. This was excellent news for us, not only did we have him bang to rights on the drug deal we could also pin two murders on him as well. After years of getting off scot free we now had him and we intended to throw the book at him. We were going to make sure that he would go down for this.



Vocabulary and Phrases:

 To protest one’s innocence: To insist with lots of passion that you are innocent.

Example: Even though we caught him red handed he was still protesting his innocence to the end.



 To have someone bang to rights (UK only. Very rarely used): To have 100% solid evidence against someone.

Example: The police had him bang to rights on the murder charge.



To get off scot free: To not get punished even though you did something bad. To not be convicted (found guilty in court) even if you committed a crime.

Example: When we were kids my brother always got off scot free but I was always punished.



To pin a crime on someone: This is when the police connect someone with a certain crime. It can be used in the context when the person is actually guilty and when the person is innocent.

Example 1: The police found his fingerprints on the weapon so were able to pin the murder on him.

Example 2: The police tried to pin the murder on him even though he had an alibi.



To throw the book at someone: To try and punish someone (through the legal system) as much as possible. 

Example: Because the child eventually died they threw the book at the drunk driver that caused it.



To go down for something: To go to prison. To be sent to prison.

Example: He went down for 10 years after admitting to manslaughter.








More Useful Words:



An alibi: This is when someone has a witness to them being somewhere else at a particular time, which proves that they couldn’t have committed the crime.



An airtight alibi: This is when the alibi is 100% certain.



A snitch (US and UK)/a grass  (UK only): This is a criminal who gives information to the police about other criminals in order to go free or to benefit in some way. So they betray other criminals.



A police informant: This is a person (usually involved in the criminal world) who sells information to the police. The slang term for them is (police) snitches (see above).



Under-cover police: This is a police officer that is pretending to be a criminal in order to catch real criminals.



Pigs (US/UK)/filth (UK only)/fuzz (UK only): These are all very insulting terms for the police.



Top brass (UK): The top police. Management.



Manslaughter: To kill someone by accident.



First degree murder: To plan to kill someone in advance and then actually do it.



DUI (US): Driving under the influence (of alcohol). This is the name of the crime. So the police charge drink drivers with a ‘DUI’.



Ma’am: This is a word used when addressing a senior person who is female. It is often used in UK police shows. It is also used regularly in the US when respectfully addressing women.



Guv: This word is used in UK police shows when police officers are addressing their boss. It’s a bit like ‘sir’ or ‘madam’. It stands for governor.







Extra
Practice



There are a lot of different police
shows and films that you could watch, and of course you should
watch as many as possible. But here are some for you to consider.
Please be careful and research them first as many are
very violent and feature bad
language.



Easier:

The Bill: This is a long running UK
police show. The stories are quite simple and there isn’t too much
slang.

Southland: Each episode is a new
story. It follows different types of police officers in Los
Angeles. The stories are quite simple and there isn’t too much
slang.

Columbo: This is quite old but is
still good. It follows the [...]
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