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«... if it is light you seek,
Benedict, why did you choose the caves?.


«The caves won’t offer you the light you
seek. Nevertheless, keep looking for its rays in darkness, because
only in the dead of night do the stars shine.» [i]

– Inscription at the
entrance of the Santo Speco Monastery, Italy

Complete darkness had fallen upon the small
monastery on the mountain. It was a dark, starless night. The dim
light of a torch guided two hooded shadows through a maze of narrow
corridors. The master and his pupil felt as pilgrims in their o
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