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Foreword



Ivan Yakovlevich Bilibin (1876 –1942) was
a 20th-century illustrator and stage designer who took part in the
Mir iskusstva and contributed to the Ballets Russes. Throughout his
career, he was inspired by Slavic folklore.



Ivan Bilibin was born in a suburb
of St. Petersburg. He
studied in 1898 at Anton Ažbe
Art School in
Munich, then under Ilya Repin in
St. Petersburg. In 1902-1904 Bilibin travelled
in the Russian North, where he became fascinated with old wooden
architecture and Russian folklore. He published his findings
in the monograph Folk Arts of the Russian North in 1904.
Another influence on his art was traditional Japanese
prints.



Bilibin gained renown in 1899, when he
released his illustrations of Russian fairy tales. During the
Russian Revolution of 1905, he drew [...]
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