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Foreword



José Victoriano (Carmelo Carlos)
González-Pérez (1887 – 1927), better
known as Juan Gris, was a Spanish painter and sculptor
born in Madrid who lived and worked
in France most of his life. Closely
connected to the innovative artistic genre Cubism, his works are
among the movement's most distinctive.

In 1906 he moved to
Paris and became friends with Henri Matisse,
Georges Braque and Fernand Léger. In
Paris, Gris followed the lead of another friend
and fellow countryman, Pablo Picasso. He submitted darkly humorous
illustrations to journals such as Le Rire, L'assiette au beurre, Le
Charivari, and Le Cri de Paris. Gris began to paint seriously in
1910 (when he gave up working as a satirical cartoonist),
developing at this time a personal Cubist style. In A Life of
Picasso, John Richardson writes that Jean Metzinger's 1911 work, Le
goûter (Tea Time), persuaded Juan Gris of the importance of
mathematics in painting. Gris exhibited for the first time at the
1912 Salon des Indépendants (a painting entitled Hommage à Pablo
Picasso).

"He appears with two styles", writes art
historian Peter Brooke, "In one of them a grid structure appears
that is clearly reminiscent of the Goûter and of Metzinger's later
work in 1912." In the other, Brooke continues, "the grid is still
present but the lines are not stated and their continuity is
broken. The [...]
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