
        
            
                
            
        

    Cranach the Elder: 

180 Colour Plates 
 
By Maria Peitcheva
 
First Edition
 
*****
 
Cranach the Elder: 180 Colour Plates
*****
 
Copyright © 2016 Maria Peitcheva
 


Foreword



Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472 –
1553) was a German Renaissance painter and printmaker in
woodcut and engraving. He was court painter to the Electors of
Saxony for most of his career, and is known for his portraits, both
of German princes and those of the leaders of the Protestant
Reformation, whose cause he embraced with enthusiasm, becoming a
close friend of Martin Luther. He also painted religious subjects,
first in the Catholic tradition, and later trying to find new ways
of conveying Lutheran religious concerns in art. He continued
throughout his career to paint nude subjects drawn from mythology
and religion. Following the huge international success
of Dürer's prints, other German artists, much more than Italian
ones, devoted their talents to woodcuts and engravings. This
accounts for the comparative unproductiveness as painters of
Albrecht Dürer and Hans Holbein the Younger, and also may explain
why Cranach was not especially skilled at handling colour, light,
and shade. Constant attention to contour and to black and white, as
an engraver, seems to have affected his sight; and he often
outlined shapes in black rather than employing modelling and
chiaroscuro.



The first evidence of Cranach's skill as
an artist comes in a picture dated 1504. Early in his career he was
active in several branches of his profession: sometimes a
decorative painter, more frequently producing portraits and
altarpieces, woodcuts, engravings, and designing the coins for the
electorate.



Early in the days of his official
employment he startled his master's courtiers by the realism with
which he painted still life, game and antlers on the walls of the
country palaces at Coburg and Locha.
Before 1508 he had painted several altar-pieces for the Castle
Church at Wittenberg in competition with Albrecht Dürer, Hans
Burgkmair and others; the duke and his brother John were portrayed
in various attitudes and a number of his best woodcuts and
copper-plates were published. In 1509 Cranach went to the
Netherlands, and painted the Emperor Maximilian
and the boy who afterwards became Emperor Charles V. Cranach was
the court painter to the electors of Saxony in
Wittenberg, an area in the heart of the emerging
Protestant faith. His patrons were powerful supporters of Martin
Luther, and Cranach used his art as a symbol of the new faith.
Cranach made numerous portraits of Luther, and provided woodcut
illustrations for Luther's German translation of the Bible.
Somewhat later the duke conferred on him the monopoly of the sale
of medicines at Wittenberg, and a printer's patent with exclusive
privileges as to copyright in Bibles. Cranach's presses were used
by Martin Luther.



The death in 1525 of the Elector
Frederick the Wise and Elector John's in 1532 brought no change in
Cranach's position; he remained a favorite with John
Frederick I. In 1547, John Frederick was
taken prisoner at the Battle of Mühlberg, and
Wittenberg was besieged. Duri [...]
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