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			Preface

			“Chronology provides the foundation of history. Before analyzing events, historians must know what happened and when. World War II consisted of decisions and actions in the Atlantic and Pacific, in Europe, Africa and Asia, on the land and sea, and in the air, many simultaneous. Each effected others. The American victory at Midway freed escorts for the Battle of the Atlantic; the Soviet Bagration offensive facilitated Allied liberation of France. Alessandro Giorgi’s meticulous research provides unprecedented revelation of events, famous or forgotten. His chronology reveals the mutual influence of actions thousands of miles apart, and why the sequence of events disrupted or facilitated the plans and decisions of all belligerents.”

			Brian R. Sullivan

			Former Professor of History at Yale University and the U.S. Naval War College; Senior Research Professor at the Institute of National Strategic Studies.
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			Ruins of the Reichstag in Berlin, 3 June 1945 (IWM)

			Introduction

			The reasons that led me to write a ”Chronology of the World War 2”, some fifty years after the work with a similar title of Hillgruber and Hümmelchen, are easily understood.

			That work, as a practical manual and quick reference tool of the events of those terrible six years was still, in my view, a valid reference for scholars and enthusiasts, although it had been written in the Sixties.

			However, a radical rewriting seemed appropriate: certain war theaters and battlefronts, such as the Mediterranean and especially the Pacific, were not given the same attention reserved, for example, to the Eastern front. Some events were described with an attention to detail that was completely lacking in others, far more important for the magnitude of the forces involved and the strategic or tactical consequences.

			The naval war had been treated briefly, as to be the subject of a subsequent separate volume, devoted exclusively to it, however. In this regard, I thank Prof. Rohwer (author of this volume, r.i.p.) and Thomas Weis, responsible of the Marinearchiv of the Historical Library of Stuttgart, for making it clear, in a phone conversation and in an intense exchange of e-mails, some aspects relevant to it.

			Certain details, decisive in the dynamic and in the outcome of certain events of the war, such as the role played by the British Ultra organization in Bletchley Park, were back then, with the government archives not yet open to consultation, almost totally unknown. The opening of the archives of the Red Army and the ex-Soviet Ministry of Defense to Western researchers, as a result of the (way too short) season of “glasnost” introduced by Gorbachev, had not yet occurred.

			The point of view, inevitably German (and rightly so), and the objective immensity of the research effort and historical reconstruction, all to be condensed into a work of telegraph-type chronology, brought to emphasize or privilege some events at the expense of others, equally if not more important.

			The above considerations have led me, over time, to conceive a work of a much broader range.

			The ”Chronology” of Hillgruber and Hümmelchen was hence the initial inspiration and a basic source for the European ground sector, but I used a large bibliography, cited in the appendix, in addition to the contribution of some of the major historians and experts in the world, in this field of interest, as well as some personal research, to provide a treatment of all the various fronts and the various aspects of the conflict (land, sea, air and ”political”) at a level that was meant to be at the same time the most consistent and updated as possible. I tried to maintain a style that was as dry and concise as possible. A thank you to Mario Calaresu, translator from the German of many volumes of military history, for the courtesy accorded me in a comprehensive telephone call for clarifications.

			I added three major appendixes at the end of the volume without changing its nature of agile tool for study, check and verification.

			First of all a series of notes, grouped by year of war, in order to help the enthusiast, or simply the intellectually curious, to better place the events and some of the characters mentioned above, from the perspective of ”where they came from”, what led them to be the protagonists of those events and, most important, ”how did it end, afterward”. Given that, for certain characters, the ”Chronology” contains the salient episodes and the fate they have met, and not for others, I have found it useful to ”do justice” at least to some of the most significant, or to the contrary to shed some light on some of those less traditionally known to the general public.

			The second appendix contains charts and statistical data, in part already disseminated, in part so far limited to a few, which I consider essential to understand the tremendous military, economic, human and industrial effort of the nations and peoples involved. Just think of the incredible mass of military aid due to the ”Lend-Lease” act that Americans poured out for the benefit of their allies.

			In all this will you forgive me if, as an Italian, in these attachments I may have focused more carefully on aspects and details related to the Italian industrial reality and performance.

			In the notes in the appendix relating to human losses, I have tried to give an account of the deliberate mass murder of civilians for reasons of race, retaliation or inhuman disregard for life. Treating the ”Chronology” of purely military events, despite having quoted some of the most widely known tragic episodes (from Babi Yar to Marzabotto to Oradour-sur-Glane), it remained largely unquoted, in this work, the huge number of mass executions that took place on the Russian front, the Balkans and the Far East. An accurate and detailed report, if at all possible, of the trickle of massacres that took place away from the battlefield, would deserve by itself a separate volume. With the notes I mentioned I wanted, at least at summary level, to give an account of these events, not directly related to military clashes, but ascribed to them as the primary triggering cause.

			The third appendix is the index of names, for which I have made two choices in my opinion appropriate for the purposes of this book: first, I have grouped them by nation, to facilitate consultation or verification according to the area of interest of each potential reader and then, rather than indicating the page, where one could get lost searching through many entries, names and military ranks, I preferred to give the reference name for each of the dates/paragraphs of the ”Chronology” in which it is mentioned, offering to the reader the chance of a much quicker search.

			Obviously the job done will certainly not rule out possible future interventions, although coherent with the purpose and nature of the ”Chronology”. As it can be imagined, I had to make choices about what was worthy to be inserted, and even more what to be detailed, and what not. For example, the losses of naval vessels are reported systematically from the level of light cruiser up, citing the sinking of smaller units only if involved in clashes of wider scope. Similarly, the losses of merchant ships reported in the monthly balances due to the sinking by submarines, following a fairly widespread practice, are limited to ships of minimum 500 gross tons and over (gross tonnage GRTs –Gross Register Tons-, a volumetric measure which is standard for merchant, while military units are normally weighed in displacement, using the British long ton, equal to about 1,016 Kilograms, slightly more than a metric ton). For the more all-encompassing totals, would the reader please refer to the appendixes. I followed, in the definition of the ranks of commanders, a fairly common practice in the military historiography, although not without risks: assigning the equivalent grade (or the best possible equivalent) to the corresponding hierarchy in English language (and not always American and British ranks are the same).

			With regard to air operations, especially since the expansion of the conflict all over the globe, with more missions in the same day, I reported almost exclusively the main strategic operations against Germany and Japan, or the most significant from the tactical point of view. The discrepancies due to the incompleteness, the inaccuracies of the dates in the reports on air missions (start date or the end date of the mission, or the date of draft of the report? In strategic missions it was normal to start the night before and finish the next morning); the loss of the reports themselves, the planned target as opposed to the target that was actually hit and then perceived as such by the victims who were on the ground, especially when there was a multiple target planned sequence that was rarely to be respected, resulted in checks that are not easy and not 100% certain.

			Numerous ”minor” episodes have been added for their symbolic, psychological, political or technological meaning.

			One difficulty lies in the need to give the right and “neutral” perspective: depending on the author’s or reader’s nationality, and on the tactical, strategic or historical situation, who was to be defined as the “invader”, “defender”, “occupant” or “enemy”, and when a place or position is “lost”, as opposed to “conquered”? It’s not been easy nor 100% solvable. 

			I chose in this English edition the British and European standard of date definition (day/month/year) instead of the American standard (month/day/year) to avoid equivokes.

			I apologize for a philological element that I have not been able to study with the rigor that I wanted: the spelling of names or toponymies, particularly Slavic, Chinese and Japanese, can sometimes be non-uniform in the choice of the Western (even worse the English) transliteration. The change of political geography that took place after the war, then with the decolonization and finally with the dissolution of the USSR, with all its changes in toponymy (the same place over time may have had German, Polish, Baltic, Russian and Ukrainian names) has implicated other choices, or the option to cite both the name in war time and the current one.

			I have to thank Prof. Lucio Ceva and Commander Erminio Bagnasco for the helpful suggestions and ideas that they wanted to give me after the examination of the first drafts of this book. Prof. Brian R. Sullivan (Yale and Naval War College) used me the courtesy to devote an evening to clarify some details about the intelligence during the conflict, in particular the Italian military intelligence, of which he is one of the world leading experts, and equally thank you to Prof. Maria Gabriella Pasqualini, who is the top expert about Italian intelligence services. David M. Glantz on the other hand was so kind to discuss even apparently insignificant details on the Eastern Front. Thanks also to Prof. László Borhi, Chair of Hungarian Studies at the Indiana University in Bloomington, Thomas Powers (Pulitzer Prize, and author, among other things, of ”Heisenberg’s War”), to Dr. Yasuho Izawa for the help on air operations over the skies of Japan, to Håkan Gustavsson and Ludovico Slongo, to Mimmo Franzinelli, and to Prof. Flavia Paoli, translator from the German of ”Hitler and His Generals: Military Conferences 1942-1945”.

			A special thanks goes also to Eng. Mario Bianchetti, who has done an initial work of editing that I absolutely would have not been able to do myself, in addition to some important suggestion to raise the level of the book. Likewise, thanks to Ryuta Okano for advice on the Japanese language, to Noora Ristolainen for the Finnish and to Judit for advice on the spelling of Hungarian names. The last citation can only be for Luca Poggiali of “Storia e Battaglie”, the publisher without whose fundamental support this book, at least in its first Italian edition, quite simply would have never seen the light.

			Finally, I must add that I have contacted the Italian publishing house that took over Baldini & Castoldi in Milan, the German publishing house Bernard & Graefe Verlag in Bonn, and Prof. Christian Hillgruber, University of Bonn, son of Andreas Hillgruber, to discuss any aspect of copyrights for the parts used in my work, having in response a courteous and absolute ”green light” or, in the latter case, with no response.

			My immodest ambition for this book is that, even dealing with an issue thoroughly studied as the Second World War, anyone, even among the ”experts”, can find here and there some unusual or surprising hint.

			This English language edition follows six years after the original Italian one. This has given me a little advantage in some editing, refinishing, polishing, and small additions here and there, while on the other hand, with me being the (daring) responsible for the translation, I beg the reader’s pardon, in advance, for mistakes, especially in the construction of sentences that may not be 100% grammatically correct, look smooth or sound good to an English motherlanguage reader. I generally chose the American English spelling (defense, armor, theater, etcetera).

			Alessandro Giorgi
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			September 1939. German troops parade in Warsaw (photo NARA ww2-77)
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			Ispection on the Maginot Line, 19 October 1939 (photo AP from www.theatlantic _w40_91019057)

			1939
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			German Heinkel He 111 over Poland in 1939 (photo Library of Congress s_w01_3a03844u).

			September 1939

			1.9. 04.45 hours: Beginning of the German attack against Poland.

			On the German side: Army Group North (Gen. von Bock, moving from Pomerania and East Prussia to the south) consisting of the armies 3rd (General of the Artillery von Küchler) and 4th (General of the Artillery von Kluge) and Army Group South (Gen. von Rundstedt, moving from the southwestern and Slovak border to the east) consisting of the armies 8th (Gen. of the Infantry Blaskowitz), 10th (General of the Artillery von Reichenau) and 14th (Gen. List), for a total of 6 armored divisions, 4 light divisions, 4 motorized, 3 mountain and 37 infantry. In Poland are utilized most of the 3,195 tanks and 5 self-propelled assault guns available at the moment. Air support given by the 1st Luftflotte (= air fleet, commander: Air Force Gen. Kesselring. The formal military translation of General der Flieger would be General of Flying Troops, A/N) and 4th Luftflotte (Air Force Gen. Löhr) with 1,302 aircraft, plus 133 placed under the direct command of the commander in chief of the Luftwaffe, 288 army short range reconnaissance aircraft and 216 fighters of the National Defense Eastern Territory, for a total of 1,939 aircraft, 1,538 of which are combat ready.

			Poland (supreme commander Marshal Rydz-Śmigły): initially 7 armies: Karpaty Army (south, Major-General Fabrycy), Kraków Army (south-west, main pivot of Polish defense, Gen. Szylling), Łódź Army (west, Gen. Rómmel), Modlin Army (for the defense of Warsaw from the north, Gen. Przedrzymirski-Krukowicz), Pomorze Army (“Pomeranian Army”, North-Danzig Corridor, Gen. Bortnowski), Poznań Army (west, Gen. Kutrzeba), plus the Prusy Army (“Prussia” Army, Gen. Dąb-Biernacki), reserve of the Supreme Commander, and the Independent Operational Group Narew (guarding the north-east borders with German East Prussia). Three further armies and two independent operational groups will be created in the following days, but Poland will never be able to complete mobilization, due to rapid German advance. In total: 38 infantry divisions, two motorized brigades, 11 cavalry brigades with about 600 armored vehicles. Air Force: 277 fighters, 203 mixed planes (reconnaissance, tactical support, observation, liaison, transport), 66 bombers and 199 short range reconnaissance aircraft, equal to 745 aircraft.

			10.00: Speech by Hitler to the Reichstag. Annexation of Danzig (Pol. Gdańsk) to the Reich.

			1-3.9. The Polish Army ”Modlin” (Gen. Przedrzymirski-Krukowicz) is forced to abandon its positions of Mława, after three days of fighting, by the I German Army Corps (Gen. Petzel).

			Penetration of the XIX Armored Corps (Gen. of the Armored Troops Guderian) through the corridor in the direction of Chełmno and Grudziaz. Strong contingents of the Polish army ”Pomorze” (Gen. Bortnowski) surrounded and, by the 5.9, annihilated.

			Penetration of the 10th German Army with the armored corps XV (Gen. of the Inf. Hoth) and XVI (Gen. of the Cav. Hoepner) on both sides of Czestochowa. Annihilation of the 7th Polish Infantry Div. (Gen. Gąsiorowski).

			General mobilization in Switzerland, as a precautionary measure: in three days are recalled 430,000 men.

			2.9. First mass murders of Polish civilians by German troops (in Starogard Gdański, Eastern Pomerania). Besides the killings on the spot, mostly formally justified as retaliation, a massive purge concerning particularly the Polish cultural élite will take place. Until the spring of 1940, some 60,000 former Polish government officials, military officers in reserve, landowners, clergy, university professors and members of the Polish “intelligentsia” will be executed region by region, in the so-called Intelligenzaktion.

			3.9. Declaration of war of Britain and France on Germany. German Western Front: Army Group ”C” (Gen. Ritter von Leeb) with the 1st Army (Gen. of the Inf. von Witzleben), 5th (Gen. of the Inf. Liebmann) and 7th (Gen. of the Artillery Dollmann) with 33 infantry divisions, of which only 11 are active. No motorized or armored unit. Air coverage entrusted to Luftflotte 2nd (Air Force Gen. Felmy) and 3rd (Air Force Gen. Sperrle). France: 110 divisions, of which 57 are infantry, active, 1 armored, 2 mechanized and 5 cavalry, with about 4,000 tanks altogether.

			German naval forces enter in the act with the launch of the mine barrage ”Westwall” in the North Sea. Start of the German war against the commercial maritime traffic, in accordance with the orders of prey, with 17 German submarines in the North Atlantic. The U 30 (Lieutenant Lemp) sinks the passenger liner Athenia, mistaken for an auxiliary cruiser, without warning notice. Consequently, restraining orders are issued in relation to the conduct of merchant war. U-Boote lay the first magnetic mines in the sea off the coast of the eastern Britain.

			First drop of leaflets, by RAF aircraft, on Hamburg, Bremen and the Ruhr Area.

			The ”Bloody Sunday” in Bromberg (Pol. Bydgoszcz: at least 7,000 Polish citizens of German language -ethnic Germans- are victims of events in Poland during the months of August and September 1939) is an incentive, for the German propaganda, to justify its aggressive policy against Poland. These events are still very controversial in the interpretation given by the Polish historiography (which speaks of a maximum of “some hundreds dead” and of the presence of ”German infiltrated commandos and provocateurs” among the victims - the Volksdeutscher Selbstschutz [German Fifth Column]) and the German one.

			New Zealand and Australia follow immediately Great Britain in the declaration of war on Germany, without parliamentary debate. In total 140,000 New Zealanders and almost one million Australians will be sent overseas in the course of the conflict to fight for Britain or anyway in the Allied field. India (meaning all the Indian sub-continent under British domination, that is to say today’s India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh) enters war automatically: the Indian Army will reach a peak of 2.5 million soldiers under British command. Southern Rhodesia, for first among British Dominions [though Southern Rhodesia was strictly speaking a Crown colony and not a dominion, A/N], issues a declaration of war: 26,121 Rhodesians will serve in the armed forces during the conflict (15,153 black men, 9,187 white men, 1,510 white women and 271 “coloured” and Indian men) though only about 1/3 will serve outside the territory. South Africa, British dominion too, will declare war on Germany on 4.9, after a heated-up political and parliamentary debate: the more openly neutralist and pro-German leaders will be imprisoned. During the war 334,000 South Africans will serve in the army (211,000 whites, 77,000 blacks and 46,000 between “coloureds” and Indians).

			3-30.9. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 48 merchant ships totaling 178,644 gross tons.

			4.9. 29 RAF bombers attack the German warships in the bay in front of Brunsbüttel and Schilling. 7 planes shot down and minor damage to the pocket battleship Admiral Scheer and the light cruiser Emden.

			Apart from some reconnaissance flights, still no air operation by the Germans in the West.

			Nepal declares war on Germany: during the war, a total of 250,280 Gurkhas will serve in 40 battalions in the British Army, plus eight regular Royal Nepalese Army battalions.

			5.9. The supreme commander of the Polish forces, Marshal Rydz-Śmigły, orders the retreat behind the Vistula.

			The USSR mobilizes reservists. A few days later the mass conscription will be ordered. By changing the minimum age for joining the Red Army from 21 to 18, this specific law on mobilization allows the Red Army to increase its strength of 1,871,600 men in 1939 to 5,081,000 in the spring of 1941, under secrecy.

			6.9. The 4th French Army (Gen. Réquin) begins a symbolic offensive, with regional limits, in the area immediately in front of the Westwall (German West Wall, sector of Saarbrücken).

			The German Wodrig Army Corps (XXVI) passes the Narew at Rozan, the XVI and XV corps point on Tomaszov and Kielce while the XXII (Gen. of the Cav. von Kleist) reaches Tarnow.

			7.9. The first convoys put to sea from British ports.

			Italy declares its ”non-belligerance”.

			8.9. Spearheads of the German 4th Armd. Div. (Gen. Reinhardt) reach Warsaw.

			President Roosevelt proclaims a ”limited state of emergency”.

			8-11.9. The German corps XV, XVI and IV (Gen. of the Inf. von Schwedler) close the encirclement of the Polish army ”Prusy” (“Prussia”, Gen. Dąb-Biernacki) and force it to capitulate: 60,000 prisoners.

			9.9. The first convoy of ships carrying the British Expeditionary Force leaves Southampton bound for Cherbourg.

			9-12.9. The Germans reject strong attempts to break through made by the Polish army ”Poznan” (Gen. Kutrzeba) against the positions of the 8th Army on the Bzura river, particularly in the area of the 30th Infantry Div. (Gen. von Briesen).

			10.9. The 14th German Army passes the San river on both sides of Przemysl. The XIX Armored Corps (Gen. of the Armored Troops Guderian) overwhelms the Polish group ”Narew” (Gen. Młot-Fijałkowski) and annihilates the Polish 18th Infantry Div. (Gen. Podhorski) at Łomza.

			The Canadian Parliament declares war on Germany. It is ordered the deployment of the 1st Division in Britain. 1,1 million Canadians will serve alongside the British war effort, in air, land and sea, though only half of the mobilized ground army will be eventually sent to serve overseas.

			11.9. The German 1st Army Corps cuts off Warsaw from its eastern connections.

			11-16.9. The British fleet bars the Pas de Calais with 3,000 mines.

			12.9. For the first time Hitler manifests the intention to go on the offensive in the West.

			12-17.9. Offensive forays of the XIX Armored Corps on Brest-Litovsk from the north and of the XXII Corps on Tomaszów Lubelski towards Chełm. The entire Polish army west of the river Bug is bound in the encirclement.

			13.9. The French school-cruiser French La Tour D’Auvergne sinks during a minelaying mission off the coast of Morocco.

			14-16.9. The first British transatlantic convoys put to sea from Freetown, Kingston and Halifax.

			15.9. The headquarters of the British Expeditionary Force (Gen. Lord Gort) is established at Le Mans (made up initially by the I Army Corps, Gen. Dill, with the 1st and 2nd infantry divisions, and, from the beginning of October, also by the II Corps, Gen. Brooke1), with the 3rd and 4th infantry divisions).

			Armistice between the USSR and Japan, commissioned by Stalin engaged in the preparation of the invasion of Eastern Poland (see 17.9). The clashes between the Soviets and the Japanese in the Far East (“Incident of Nomonham”) were lasting from May 1939.

			17.9. Two Soviet army groups enter the territory of eastern Poland: Belorussian Front (Army Gen. Kovalev), with the 3rd, 11th, 10th and 4th armies; and Ukrainian Front (Army Gen. Timoshenko) with the 5th, 6th and 12th armies, for a total of 466,516 men.

			The Polish government and the General Staff of the army pass in the Romanian territory, where they are interned.

			The German submarine U 29 (Lieutenant Schuhart) in the North Atlantic sinks the British aircraft carrier Courageous: 518 dead among the 1,200 crew members.

			17-20.9. Units of the German armies 10th and 14th close the encirclement around the Polish army ”Lublin” and force 60,000 men to surrender.

			18-19.9. Failed all attempts to break through, the Polish armies ”Poznan” (Gen. Kutrzeba) and ”Pomorze” (Gen. Bortnowski) capitulate, with a total of 170,000 men in the area of Kutno.

			20.9. Soviet (29th Armored Brigade of the 4th Army) and German units (XIX Armored Corps) meet at Widomla, in Southeastern Poland. On 22.9 a joint German-Soviet parade will be held in Brest-Litovsk, to celebrate the common victory on Poland.

			21-22.9. Surrender of Lwow (Lviv, Gen. Langner) in front of the Red Army.

			21-23.9. Retreat of the German troops on the Vistula River, on the German-Soviet demarcation line agreed on 23.8.

			24.9. Start of airstrikes on the Polish capital, Warsaw, already besieged since 19.9, with the specific purpose of preparing the assault on the city which will involve, on 25.9, units of German armies 10th and 3rd.

			The French light cruiser Émile Bertin and destroyers Vauban and Épervier embark in Beirut 75 tons of gold of the gold reserves of Poland, there transported earlier by train (through Romania and Turkey, with a British ship-borne passage from Constanța to Istanbul), and set sail for Toulon, where they will arrive on 27.9.

			24-26.9. Start of progressive, slow easing of restrictions on the conduct of the war by Germany against the merchant traffic. The ”pocket battleships” Admiral Graf Spee and Deutschland, hitherto kept in the area of preparation in South and North Atlantic respectively, begin their operations.

			25.9. The German special task air division (Gen. von Richthofen) carries out 1,176 actions against Warsaw in which are launched 72 tons of incendiary and 486 tons of explosive bombs.

			26.9. 450 aircraft attack the Polish fortress of Modlin. On 27.9, 550 aircraft repeat the action.

			First German air attack (4 Ju 88s and 9 He 111s) on units of the ”Home Fleet” in the North Sea. A near-miss on the target consisting of the aircraft carrier Ark Royal gives hint to Goebbels’ propaganda that announces the sinking.

			Great Britain proposes to the Dominions the “British Commonwealth Air Training Plan” for the expansion of the British Imperial air forces, taking advantage of training areas safe from German offense. The agreement will be signed the following December by Canada, Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand, with the start of training programs by the end of April 1940, to bring in eventually South Africa, Rhodesia and other Commonwealth countries. Canada will be the major contributor to the program, allowing the training of 130,000 crews and covering 75% of all costs.

			The French Communist Party is banned in France. Following the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, the Comintern orders the PCF leadership to flee to Belgium: the Secretary of the Party, Maurice Thorez, on Georgi Dimitrov’s orders (the Bulgarian General Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Communist International), deserts the army and flees to Moscow, via Belgium, Stockholm and Riga. Order is given to the French communists to stop attacking Germany and to denounce the British and French “imperialist war”.

			27-28.9. Capitulation of the Polish defenders of Warsaw (Gen. Rómmel): 120,000 men.

			28.9. It is signed in Moscow by von Ribbentrop and Molotov the Soviet-German pact of friendship. Convention on the common border on the Bug. Taking of possession by the German troops of the territories until this new line. The secret protocols that supplement what has already been agreed on 23.8, provide the memorandum of understanding on the repression, in the respective territories, of any Polish uprising.

			29.9. Capitulation of the fortress of Modlin (Gen. Thommée).

			30.9. Constitution in France of a Polish government in exile on the initiative of General Sikorski to which orders are placed Polish forces fled westward. Effectives in the spring of 1940: 84,000 men.

			October 1939

			1.10. Forces of the Polish Navy (4,000 men) capitulate in the peninsula of Hela (Rear admiral Unrug).

			1-31.10. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 34 allied merchantmen for a complex of 168,140 gross tons.

			2.10. Start of gradual concession to open fire without warning by U-Boats in the waters around England, first against the blacked-out and armed ships, later against all enemy merchantmen.

			3.10. The German troops meant to remain in Poland are placed under the command of Army Group South (Gen. von Rundstedt), as supreme HQ in the East. Overall it is 30 divisions grouped in the 3rd, 8th and 14th armies. The remaining forces, including air units, are transferred to the western front, that is to say in the homeland.

			Proclamation of the American ”Neutrality zone”, extended between 300 and 1,000 nautical miles offshore the Atlantic coasts.

			5-12.10. First appearance of the battleship Admiral Graf Spee in the South Atlantic: 4 freighters sunken.

			6.10. Capitulation of the last Polish units (approximately 16,800 men under General Kleeberg) near Kock and Lublin. However, the guerrillas will last until the spring of 1940, and approximately 100,000 Polish soldiers will escape annihilation, through Hungary, for the most part, and Romania, and they’re going to swell the contingent of the Allied forces (together with Polish émigré volunteers). Over 700,000 are the Polish prisoners of war in German hands, the USSR declares 217,000. German casualties during the Polish campaign: 10,572 dead, 3,404 missing, 30,322 wounded, 217 tanks, 285 aircraft. The USSR declares the following losses for both army groups: 737 dead, 1,859 wounded (real losses: 996 killed and 2,002 wounded). About 100,000 Polish civilians have died as a result of air strikes.

			Hitler’s speech to the Reichstag, the so-called ”peace offer” that France, on 10.10, and Great Britain, on 12.10, reject.

			7-8.10. Beginning of the transport of British gold reserves in Canada: the battleships Revenge and Resolution, with cruisers Enterprise, Caradoc and Emerald sail from Greenock and Plymouth with a cargo of gold bullion. The ships arrive in Halifax on 22.10. From there, the gold will be transported to Ottawa, where it will be placed under the supervision of the RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted Police).

			7-9.10. First action of the German fleet, with the battleship Gneisenau, the cruiser Köln and nine destroyers, off the Norwegian coast, seeking to lure the ”Home Fleet” across a concentration of four U-Boats and within range of the Luftwaffe, so to relieve the “pocket battleships” from pressure. Attacks carried out by the X Fliegerkorps (Gen. Geisler) with 127 He 111s and 21 Ju 88s against units of the British fleet remain without effect.

			8.10. The German 3rd, 8th and 14th armies, remained in the eastern sector (see 3.10), are given the name of commands of border sectors North, Center and South.

			9.10. Adoption of the directive of the Führer N. 6 relating to the conduct of war in the West.

			10.10. The commander in chief of the Kriegsmarine (German navy), Grand Admiral Raeder, discusses with Hitler about the strategic importance of Norway to Germany.

			It is concluded between the USSR and Lithuania a pact of mutual assistance which enables the Red Army to establish bases in the territory of Lithuania and involves the transfer of Vilnius (annexed by Poland in 1922) to Lithuania, with the surrounding area. Estonia and Latvia had already granted to the Soviet Union the establishment of bases in their territories, respectively, on 28.9 and 5.10.

			10-19.10. The first operation of different groups of U-Boats (”wolf pack” formation) against British convoys results disappointing to the Germans, due to the reduced number of employed units and the fact that the tactical directives are not efficient, with the flotilla commander embarked. In contrast, the 6 active submarine units sink, with 3 own losses, 17 ships totaling 100,000 gross tons. First evidence emerges on technical defects of the German torpedoes. At least 30% of German torpedoes are duds (cf. 30.10).

			11.10. Beginning of Soviet-Finnish talks, which are not successful, for the concession of bases on Finnish territory.

			14.10. The U 47 (Lieutenant Prien) enters the bay of Scapa Flow and therein sinks the British battleship Royal Oak. 833 British sailors perish, including the commander of the 2nd Battle Squadron, Rear admiral Blagrove.

			16-17.10. First attacks of the Luftwaffe (I/K.G. 30 [bomber wing], Captain Pohle) against British warships in the Firth of Forth and Scapa Flow. 3 Ju 88s lost.

			17-18.10. 6 German destroyers implement the first offensive minelaying operation off the east coast of the United Kingdom (Humber estuary).

			19.10. First project of the supreme command of the German army for the approaching march in view of the offensive in the West.

			25.10. Termination of the German military administration in Poland. The superintendent of the ”General Government” (German “Generalgouvernement”) for the Polish occupied territories assumes the powers of the civil administration on Polish territories between the ”Interessengrenze” (border with the USSR) and the ”annexed eastern territories” (Provinces of the Reich of Danzig [Gdańsk]-Western Prussia and Wartheland, governmental district of Ziechenau, expanded territories of Upper Silesia).

			25.10-15.11. Failure of the first, fleeting attempt entrance of U-Boats in the Mediterranean, with three units. The U 25 is damaged during an attack on a French convoy and U 53 must abandon the attempt: the U 26 (Lt. Cdr. Ewerth) is the only one who manages to pass the Straits of Gibraltar, and to achieve a result, on 13.11, sinking the French ship Gloire for 4,285 GRT.

			27.10. The eastern Polish provinces ”pray” to choose the annexation between the Soviet republics Ukraine and White Russia.

			30.10. The U 56 (Lieutenant Zahn) attacks, to the west of the Orkneys, the battleship Nelson on which Churchill is embarked to reach Scapa Flow. The magnetic fuze of the torpedoes does not work. Commander Zahn will subsequently fall into depression for this episode, and will be relieved from command.

			31.10. First draft of an operational plan by General von Manstein for the offensive in the West (action should start from the central sector of the front).

			November 1939

			1-30.11. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 28 Allied merchant ships for a total of 74,623 GRT.

			3.11. The U.S. Congress amends the Law on U.S. neutrality with the introduction of the clause ”cash-and-carry” in favor of Great Britain.

			5.11. After a last attempt by the supreme commander of the army (Gen. von Brauchitsch), to induce Hitler to accept a postponement of the planned offensive in the West, the attack is set for 12.11.

			6.11. The auxiliary cruiser Ascania, escorted by two destroyers, arrives in Halifax with a cargo of gold bullion from the Bank of England.

			7.11. The beginning of the German offensive in the West is, for the first time, deferred to 15.11. In fact, it will be deferred 29 times until the day of the attack, on 10.05.1940.

			Offer of peaceful mediation by the King of Belgium and the Queen of the Netherlands (rejected, on 12.11, by Britain and France, and on 14.11 by Germany).

			First action of a German torpedo bomber against British warships. Attack, no effects, against a destroyer to the east of Lowestoft.

			8.11. Assassination attempt against Hitler in Bürgerbräu-Keller of Munich, with a bomb attack, perhaps fabricated [although the recent historical research seems to have proven beyond doubts the genuineness of the gesture, Author’s Note], after a speech to the ”old fighters” [Ger. Alte Kämpfer: “Old Fighters” or “Old Campaigners”).

			9.11. ”Venlo” incident: arbitrary capture of two officers of the British Secret Intelligence Service, by the German security services in the Dutch border town of Venlo. The order of the abduction of the two officers (along with their driver and another officer, later turned out to be a Dutch, to die later in Germany for the wounds sustained in the shooting), for some time in contact with supposed German dissidents (actually agents provocateurs of the SD), came in the night due to Hitler’s conviction of the involvement of the two Britons in the bomb attack occurred the day before in the Munich’s brewery (see 8.11).

			Other deferment of the beginning of the German offensive in the West.

			11.11. The light cruiser Emerald sails from Portsmouth with a cargo of gold bullion, headed for Halifax, where it will arrive, escorted by two destroyers, on 21.11.

			13.11. Offer of peaceful mediation on the part of the King of Romania (rejected by Hitler on 16.11).

			14.11. Operation ”Macaroni”: transport of French gold reserves in North America. In the first mission, the ”Force Z” (battleship Lorraine, light cruisers Marseillaise and Jean de Vienne with 3 destroyers), first heads for Mers-el-Kébir, and then from there puts to sea again on 17.11, doing a first stopover at Bermuda (27.11) to arrive finally at Halifax on 1.12.

			20.11. First air drop of mines off of the eastern British coast, carried out by German seaplanes. Overall, over the course of three actions occurred in the month of November, 41 aerial mines will have been dropped.

			21-27.11. Mission of the German fleet (Admiral Marschall), with the battleships Gneisenau (Captain Netzband) and Scharnhorst (Captain Hoffmann), against the British Northern Patrol for the relieve of the battleship Admiral Graf Spee (Captain Langsdorff) in Southern Atlantic. Sinking of the British auxiliary cruiser Rawalpindi.

			23.11. Hitler’s harangue to the supreme military commanders: ”irrevocable” is the ”decision” to attack France and England, ”irrelevant” is the violation of the neutrality of Belgium and the Netherlands..

			30.11. Beginning of the Finnish-Soviet Winter War. About 30 Soviet divisions of the military district of Leningrad (Gen. Meretskov), deployed on a broad front, pass the Finnish border (supreme commander of the Finnish forces Field Marshal Mannerheim with 10 divisions, 7 mixed brigades, about 150 aircraft, in all 300,000 men. The strong point of the Finnish defensive ”Mannerheim Line” is the Karelian Isthmus. By the Soviet side: 7th and 13th armies on the Isthmus of Karelia; 8th, 9th and 14th armies north of Lake Ladoga). Soviet air raids on Helsinki, Hanko and Lahti. Soviet naval forces bombard the southern coast of Finland.

			Start of the discussion on the ”Manstein Plan” for the offensive in the West between the supreme commander of the army and the commander of Army Group ”A” (von Rundstedt, sided by von Manstein).

			30.11-6.12. A Soviet amphibious assault group, escorted by units of the Baltic Fleet, occupies seven islands in the Gulf of Finland.

			December 1939

			1-31.12. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 37 Allied merchant ships for a total of 100,413 GRT.

			2.12. ”Mutual assistance agreement” signed by the USSR with the Finnish Communist puppet “opposition government” formed in the border town of Terijoki, which remains without effect as the Soviet offensive against the Finnish army stops just beyond the old frontier.

			3.12. Unsuccessful foray of British bombers against German warships near the island of Heligoland (Ger. Helgoland, Frisian Islands in the North Sea).

			4.12. The battleship Nelson runs at Loch Ewe into a mine laid by a German submarine.

			6.12. Memorandum of General von Manstein on the conduct of war in the West.

			8-9.12. During a visit to Romania made by the chief of the Abwehr (German intelligence service), Admiral Canaris, it is reached an agreement with the chief of the Romanian secret service for the establishment of a German security unit intended to operate in the oil region to prevent acts of sabotage.

			11.12. The former Norwegian Minister of War and leader of the extreme-right party ”Nasjonal Samling”, Vidkun Quisling, is received by the commander in chief of the German navy, Grand Admiral Raeder, who warns him about a possible British act of force against Norway.

			The battleship Dunkerque, carrying 100 tons of gold in the Bank of France, sets sail direct to Halifax with the light cruiser Gloire, and the escort, for the initial part of the mission, of 5 destroyers. 17.12: Arrival at Halifax of the two larger units.

			11-28.12. The Finnish 9th Division annihilates at Suomussalmi the 163rd Soviet Infantry Div. (9th Army) applying the “Motti-tactic”2).

			12.12. The Italian government and the joint General Staffs, in view of the imminent enter in war, decide, upon proposal of General Favagrossa, commissioner for armaments and war production (Cogefag), to limit the strength of the army to 73 divisions, as opposed to the 126 required initially. That is because of the serious deficiencies in armament, ammunition, motor vehicles, and clothing, as well as for the verified, manifest impossibility of the Italian industry to put a remedy to it in the short term.

			13.12. Naval Battle in the estuary of the Rio de la Plata between three British cruisers and the Admiral Graf Spee. The damage reported by the German battleship force her to take refuge in the port of Montevideo. Of the three British cruisers, the Exeter has to leave the field with 61 dead on board and barely reaches Port Stanley in the Falklands, the Ajax is severely damaged and New Zealand’s Achilles is the only one with minor damage. The British command of the South Atlantic then calls in the Cumberland from the Falklands, the Shropshire and the Dorsetshire from South Africa. The Graf Spee (36 dead and 60 wounded on board), not being able to repair the damage in the limited time allowed by the Uruguayan government, and brought to believe that much stronger British forces are awaiting aloof, on the 17.12 is sunk by the same crew. The commander will commit suicide on 20.12.

			14.12. Hitler receives Quisling and committs to providing aid, if necessary, to ensure the continuity of the neutrality of Norway against Great Britain. On 18.12 Quisling is received again by Hitler.

			Hitler orders the Wehrmacht General Staff to draft a ”Studie-Nord” (“Study-North” or “Study Weserübung North”), while declaring himself, however, in favor of maintaining the neutrality of Norway.

			The League of Nations denounces the aggression suffered by Finland with the Finnish-Soviet Winter War and decides the expulsion of the USSR.

			Another raid without effects of the RAF against German naval units at Heligoland: of 12 Wellingtons of RAF No 99 Sqn, 6 are shot down by German fighters.

			16.12. Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty (British Minister of the Navy) submits to the War Cabinet another memorandum on the network connection for the transport of minerals that links Germany to the coasts of Norway (first memorandum dated 19.09.1939).

			Due to the freezing of the seaplane bases on the North Sea, so ends the launch of mines by German seaplane groups of the Western aviation command off of the eastern British coasts. Since 20.11, in five separate operations a total of 22 aerial mines of type B and 46 type A have been launched.

			17-19.12. Aircraft of the X Fliegerkorps sink, during operations against naval targets, 10 British units, mostly fishing vessels (a total of 2,949 GRT) off the eastern British coast.

			18.12. During an offensive reconnaissance mission on Wilhelmshaven, a British formation of 24 Wellington bombers (No 9, 37 and 149 Sqn) loses 12 of them, for the intervention of the German fighters, led for the occasion by the experimental Freya radar station of Wangenrooge.

			28.12. The U 30 (Lieutenant Lemp) torpedoes, facing the estuary of the Clyde, the battleship Barham.

			31.12. The forces of the British Expeditionary Force in northern France consist of 161,423 men (of which 9,392 are air force personnel). In addition, have been were brought from Britain, until the particular time, 23,894 vehicles (2,470 belonging to the air force), 36,000 t of ammunition, 25,000 t of fuel and 60,000 tonnes of supplies and materials for clothing and commissariat (food and forage).

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Naval battle of the Rio de la Plata (see CHRONOLOGY 13.12.1939): the British cruiser Achilles photographed from the Ajax (IWM)

			1940
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			January 17th, 1940: Finnish troops inspect the remnants of a destroyed Soviet division (photo Library of Congress w31_0018369u)

			January 1940

			1-31.1. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 58 Allied merchant ships for a total of 178,884 GRT.

			5-8.1. The 9th Finnish Div. (Colonel Siilasvuo) annihilates, east of Suomussalmi, the 44th Soviet (Ukrainian) Infantry Div. (9th Army). The commander of the 44th Div., Gen. A.I. Vinogradov, for this defeat will be shot on the spot along with his Chief of Staff and the political commissar. During the two battles of Suomussalmi the Soviets have counted 27,500 dead and 1,300 prisoners, and have lost more than fifty tanks. Finnish losses: 900 killed and 1,770 wounded.

			9-30.1. Bombers of the X Fliegerkorps sink off the British eastern coast 12 units for a total of 23,944 GRT.

			10.1. Hitler fixes the start of the German offensive in the West for 17.1.

			Emergency landing at Mechelen (Belgium) due to the adverse weather conditions, of the aircraft aboard which are the Luftwaffe Majors Reinberger and Hoenmanns. Most of the documents on the upcoming offensive that they bring with them can be destroyed, but the fragments that the Belgians can retrieve confirm their suspicions about German intentions, suspicions reinforced by voices from across the border, to carry the war into the territories of Belgium and the Netherlands. As a result of this incident the commander of the 2nd Luftflotte, Air Force General Felmy, is dismissed and replaced by Air Force General Kesselring.

			11.1. Hitler gives off ”the general guideline order no. 1”. This is its main point: ”Nobody... may become aware of a fact qualified as secret unless strictly for the purpose of service.” The purpose of this order (refers Halder, Army Chief of Staff) is to not allow military commanders to come to a logical judgment in a completely autonomous manner.

			13.1. Hitler orders the suspension of movements of approach in the West.

			Belgium orders the state of mobilization, the Netherlands follows in the initiative.

			15.1. The Belgian government rejects the proposal of the Allies to grant them permission to transit through the country, fearing to offer a pretext to Germany for an attack.

			16.1. Hitler postpones to the Spring the beginning of the offensive in the West.

			Start of Allied preparations for a military action in Scandinavia.

			27.1. Start of processing, at the supreme command of the Wehrmacht, of the operation ”Weserübung” (occupation of Denmark and Norway).

			28.1. The battleship Revenge, escorted by 3 destroyers, puts to sea from Plymouth with a cargo of gold from the Bank of England, headed for Halifax, Canada.

			February 1940

			1-3.2. Offensive, by the Soviet Northwestern Front (Army Commander 1st Rank Timoshenko), with the 7th Army (corps XLIV, X, L and XIX = inf. div. 7th, 17th, 24th, 40th, 43rd, 49th, 70th, 86th, 100th, 123rd, 136th and 138th, plus armored brigades 13th, 20th, 35th, 39th and 40th) and the 13th Army (XXIII, XV and III corps = 9 infantry div. plus one armored brigade) rejected by the 6 Finnish divisions (II and III corps) deployed to the defense of the ”Mannerheim Line” on the Isthmus of Karelia. The Soviet Air Force, on the preparation of the offensive, performs 4,087 bomber and 3,445 fighter missions.

			1-29.2. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic, 49 Allied merchant ships for a total of 185,950 GRT.

			3.2. Letter from Goering, in his capacity as head of the Four Year Plan, to the Minister of Economics Funk, in which he states that the weapons production for the year 1940 is to be brought “to the highest possible level. Must be accelerated by any means all those projects that can be brought to fruition during 1940 or, at the latest, not later than spring 1941. All other programs that may be brought to fruition only after this term must be set aside, if the general economic conditions impose it, in favor of these projects.”

			5.2. The Allied Supreme War Council gathered in Paris decides to support Finland and to send troops to Narvik. Sweden provides Finland, during the Finnish-Soviet war, with 25 aircraft, 112 field guns, 104 anti-aircraft pieces, 85 antitank pieces, 80,000 rifles, ammunition and other war material; moreover she will send 8,402 volunteers (supplemented by 1,010 Danish and 895 Norwegian volunteers) and 900 volunteer workers. The Finnish armed forces receive from the United Kingdom, among other things, 101 aircraft and 114 field guns, from France more than 200 field guns and 30 fighter aircraft. Hungary will provide 36 anti-aircraft and 30 antitank pieces, ammunition and war material of various kinds (mortars, hand grenades, mines, helmets), while a battalion of volunteers will come too late to participate in operations. Norway will provide 12 field guns with 12,000 rounds. Italy will provide thirty Fiat G. 50 fighter aircraft (accompanied by advisers and technicians) and 94,500 91/38 muskets, while in order not enter into open collision with the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, Mussolini will prevent the departure of volunteers: a few Italians will be able to serve in the Finnish forces on an individual basis.

			11-13.2. The second offensive of the Soviet 7th Army between the lakes Muoia and Kuolema allows the achievement of a breakthrough at Summa, forcing the Finns to withdraw their southern flank in the area east of Viipuri (Rus. Vyborg).

			12.2. The German submarine U 33 (Lt. von Dresky), engaged in minelaying operation in shallow waters at the estuary of the Clyde, is sunk by British minesweeper Gleaner. The British manage to get hold of three of the rotors of the Enigma cipher machine on the submarine, including the No. VI and VII, these latter of great importance to the work of the cryptanalysts of the ”Ultra” organization of Bletchley Park, because it is two of the three special rotors dedicated to the German naval ciphers not yet been reproduced by the Polish codebreakers.

			16.2. The British destroyer Cossack boards by surprise in the Jossing fjord, in Norwegian territorial waters, the German support ship Altmark, and frees 303 prisoners who were on board. The Altmark had operated in the South Atlantic during the autumn of 1939, as a support ship to the battleship Admiral Graf Spee and was now making her way back to Germany. Protest of the Norwegian government for the violation of its neutrality.

			17.2. Hitler’s conversation with Gen. of the Infantry von Manstein, which sets out his views on the offensive in the West. Von Manstein aims to establish the strong point of the offensive, from the beginning, in the south wing of the Army Group ”A”. ”Amazing concordance of views” between Hitler and von Manstein.

			18-20.2. Operation ”Nordmark”: fruitless foray of the German fleet (Adm. Marschall) against the traffic of Allied convoys between Britain and Scandinavia.

			20-23.2. To the north of Lake Ladoga the Finnish group Talvela destroys the Soviet 18th Infantry Division (15th Army).

			21.2. General of the Infantry von Falkenhorst is appointed chief of staff in charge of processing the operation ”Weserübung”.

			24.2. Reformulation of the ”Fall Gelb” (“Case Yellow”) for the German offensive in the West (plan ”Sichelschnitt”, “sickle cut”).

			A Soviet mobile group, moving on the frozen Baltic, conquers the island of Koivisto in the Gulf of Finland.

			27.2. The battleship Malaya and the auxiliary cruiser Ascania put to sea from Greenock (West of Scotland) with a cargo of gold bullion, under escort of five destroyers, bound for Halifax.

			March 1940

			1.3. Hitler signs the first operative order for the occupation of Denmark and Norway (Operation ”Weserübung”).

			1-2.3. Talks of Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles, who is touching all the European capitals for an informative trip, with von Ribbentrop and Hitler.

			1-30.3. German submarines sink in the North Sea and the Atlantic 23 Allied merchant ships for a total of 66,246 GRT.

			2.3. First German air action against naval targets in the southern part of the English Channel. In front of the Isle of Wight a British passenger ship is set on fire.

			3.3. New major offensive of the Soviet 7th Army (Army Gen. Meretskov) on the Isthmus of Karelia with center of gravity on Viipuri. The commander of the 13th Soviet Army (Gen. of Artillery Grendal) is replaced, due to failures in which he had incurred until then, by Corps General Parusinov.

			Hitler, in the light of developments that is taking the situation in the North, gives the order to speed up preparations for the operation ”Weserübung”.

			4.3. The German command of Naval Operations (Seekriegsleitung) interrupts the deployment of submarines on the routes of the British merchant shipping, in order to have all possible naval forces available for the operation ”Weserübung”.

			Officers of the Deuxième Bureau (French intelligence services) purchase from the Norsk Hydro company in Rjukan, Norway, the entire stock of heavy water (185 liters) produced and stored by the company, which is the only manufacturer in the world of D2O. On March 9 the heavy water will be transferred to Scotland by plane, and then continue by train to the south, across the Channel and finally to Paris, in an underground bunker at the Collège de France, at the laboratory where Frédéric Joliot-Curie plans to carry out secret experiments on an atomic reactor to verify the feasibility of the chain reaction.

			5.3. Demanding talks of Hitler with the supreme commanders of the three arms about the operations in Denmark and Norway.

			Beria (chief of the NKVD, the Soviet intelligence and security service), in a letter to Stalin recommends the execution of over 14,700 Polish officers and prisoners of war detained in prison camps, and more than 18,600 other officers, refugees and members of ”counterrevolutionary organizations” (these, too, 60% Polish), currently imprisoned in the western areas of Ukraine and White Russia.

			7.3. Field Marshal Mannerheim, within the Finnish war council, opts for the opening of negotiations with the Soviets because, after losses amounting to about 60,000 dead, wounded and missing (equal to 20% of the Finnish armed forces), it has become evident the futility of continuing the struggle.

			8.3. A Finnish delegation headed by Paasikivi travels to Moscow.

			10-11.3. Von Ribbentrop in Rome. Mussolini declares himself ready to enter the war on Germany’s side.

			11.3. Because of the fear of possible British landings in Norway, the German command of Naval Operations (Seekriegsleitung) orders the immediate deployment of the submarines already detailed for action in front of Narvik and Trondheim.

			The battleship Bretagne and the heavy cruiser Algérie, with three destroyers, sail from Toulon headed to the U.S. with on board respectively 1,200 and 1,179 gold bars of the gold reserves of France. In order to respect the neutrality of the U.S. both ships will be diverted to Halifax (Canada), where the gold will then be shipped in the United States overland.

			11-12.3. Capture of Viipuri by the X, XXXIV and L infantry corps of the 7th Soviet Army. The Allies try to get from Sweden and Norway the right of transit to come to rescue Finland.

			12.3. Suspension of hostilities and peace put an end, in Moscow, to the surprise of the Allies, to the Soviet-Finnish Winter War: cession to the USSR of the Isthmus of Karelia with Viipuri, of other areas in Karelia, and of the Finnish part of the Fisher Peninsula, plus the ”leasing” of Hanko. Losses suffered by the Finnish armed forces: 24,923 dead and 43,577 wounded, about 900 prisoners. The Finnish Air Force has lost 61 aircraft (of 297 available). Soviet Commissioner of Foreign Affairs Molotov announces to the Supreme Soviet, on 29.3, the losses suffered by the Red Army: 48,745 dead and 158,863 wounded. According to Finnish assessments such losses must have been much more relevant. The most recent data released from the former Soviet Union speak of 126,785 ”total losses” (dead, missing, disabled), a detailed list speaks of 65,384 dead, 19,610 missing, 186,584 wounded, 9,614 frostbitten and 51,892 sick. In the few months of war, the Finnish captured 5,648 Soviet prisoners, of which about 500 after being released will be accused by the Soviet authorities of high treason and sentenced to death, and most of the others sentenced to long prison terms (5 to 8 years) in labor camps.

			16.3. 15 Ju 88s of I/K.G. 30 attack British warships at Scapa Flow. The German pilots claim to have hit 3 battleships and one cruiser: in reality only the heavy cruiser Norfolk has been hit by bombs.

			Sumner Welles meets, in Rome, Ciano (Italian Foreign Minister) and Mussolini.

			18.3. Summit between Hitler and Mussolini at the Brenner Pass (Italian-Austrian border), with Ciano and Ribbentrop also present. The Duce declares his intention to enter the war on Germany’s side, but reserving himself the right to decide the moment.

			19.3. 50 aircraft of the RAF Bomber Command attack the German military seaplane base of Hörnum (island of Sylt).

			Sumner Welles, after a phone call in which he reports to Roosevelt, meets again Ciano, for a clarification on the scope and meaning of the Hitler-Mussolini summit at the Brenner Pass (see 18.3).

			20.3. Following the resignation of Daladier, Paul Reynaud forms a new government in France.

			26.3. Hitler decides, at the conclusion of an examination of the situation in which Grand Admiral Raeder was called to take part, that the operation ”Weserübung” must be completed with a non-excessive advance with respect to the start of the offensive in the West.

			28.3. The Allied war council summoned in London decides for the mining of Norwegian waters and to occupy strongholds in that country. It is also stated to take ”all possible measures to reduce the Romanian oil supplies to Germany”. Britain and France solemnly confirm the commitment not to conclude a separate peace with Germany.

			31.3. The Schiff 16 Atlantis (Captain Rogge) is the first German auxiliary cruiser of the Second World War, meant to operate as a raider, who receives the mission order.

			Mussolini drafts a top secret memorandum to the King, the Foreign Minister Ciano, and military leaders. In it he announces the possibility of a war ”parallel” to Germany, in order to ”resolve the problem of maritime frontiers” (Corsica, Bizerte, Malta, Gibraltar and Suez). The entry into the war should be delayed as much as possible. General military directives: defensive on the ground and in the skies (except in East Africa, where an attack is suggested on Djibouti, French Somaliland), offensive at sea.
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