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The Contemporary Urbanity of Casa
Rustici

Giuseppe Marinoni







When, in 1933, Pietro Lingeri
and Giuseppe Terragni set about erecting Casa Rustici, corso
Sempione was still a tree-lined avenue outside the city. Along its
layout there were prevailingly fields, the few buildings left its
edges frayed. However, the railway belt in dismantlement, which
brushed the lot of Casa Rustici to the north, let envisage the
future urbanization of a “splendid very modern quarter”.

Casa Rustici can be considered the milestone of this new piece
of town hinged on corso Sempione. Terragni’s urban awareness had
already appeared in the Casa del Fascio in Como, a sort of
reinterpretation of the Renaissance palace in modern languages and
spatialities, and, as a Renaissance palace, capable of giving value
to the urban space where it rises.

Thus this is Casa Rustici for corso Sempione. Violating the
modernistic orthodoxy, Terragni achieves a typological syncretism
between “blocks in line”, arranged according to the dictates of the
Neue Sachlichkeit, and the “Venetian palace” with the central void.
From this, a typology of original block comes out, as unitary to
meet the monumental scale of corso Sempione, as porous to introject
it, complying with the futurist aspirations to project the street
into the house.

Not only an urban wing then, but also the basis of a whole built
compartment that would be completed by its positioning itself. The
streamlined “bridge balconies” become an abstract transparent
virtual screen, which lets seize the structure of the block in its
depth: in this way, from façade of the building, the front also
becomes the device to reveal the city in section in all its
thickness. A town palace which, at the same time, can receive in
its inside the landscape values of Parco Sempione arrived as far as
there with the vegetation of the avenue. The transparencies of the
balconies, as in the Immeubles Villas of Le Corbusier, catch
fragments of the landscape, which are brought into the courtyard
and from there till into the flats.

And they contaminate both the roofing, which becomes a real
garden for the villa above, and the entrance hall, porous towards
the sides and the top, to receive pieces of vegetation and sky.
Casa Rustici can so brilliantly combine urban and landscape values
suited to a modern liveability, as to become one of the most
significant models for the construction of the contemporary
European city.

Whole city parts were conceived proceeding from this synthesis,
as elementary as effective, between blocks in line projected into
the depth of the lot and the transparent wing of streamlined
balconies parallel to the street to define the space. The front
park of Bercy, built in Paris in the 1980’s of the last century, or
the blocks Am Sandtorkai of HafenCity in Hamburg of the 1990’s are
two, perhaps the happiest, among the several examples of
reinterpretation of such a principle of form.

Typological contaminations also occur in the language of the
fronts. The fenêtre e [...]













