[image: Cover]Here comes Pingottino,

THE GRANDPA-DOG!
 
…Also known as

“Pingottino – The Siren!”
 
 
 
Mattie E. Bee
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Author’s Note:

“I chose to let the characters in the story not be completely identical from one illustration to the next: 
their features, tones, and details change slightly.

I like to think that each variation tells a possible identity, a different face in which everyone can 
recognize themselves. 
This choice is meant to reflect the richness and multiplicity of real people.

In this sense, inclusion becomes an integral part of the visual language: a way to remind us that no 
single representation can fully capture the complexity of human beings and of our animal friends.
It is also a way to stay closer to images and characters created in children’s drawings: never perfect, 
never completely identical, always absolutely unique and meaningful.
The choice to write the text of the story in small caps also comes from an inclusive intention: I believe 
that the lowercase print commonly used in most picture books is not always easily accessible to 
everyone.

In particular, younger readers, as well as older children, teenagers, or adults, may encounter 
difficulties when reading for different reasons.
This text is also for them, and therefore it should not be a difficulty, but a pleasure! 😊”
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Pingottino is a small, old dog.

He is 17 years old.

And for a dog, you know…

that’s a really, really long time!
 
Pingottino is a bit like a grandpa-dog:

he has his own little blanket
and also a little hat.

All he’s missing are glasses,

a walking stick and a big newspaper,

and he would be just like a real grandpa,

sitting calmly in his armchair

dozing off in front of the television.
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