INTRODUCTION
​Imagine waking up one day only to find that you are in a place where there seems to be nothing else left to your life but ashes. After glaring at the remains of the ashes, you realize that the only visible sign of your life is nothing more than the horrid fumes rising from the pile. As you follow the trail of smoke ascending and inhale the smell, the stench of what was, you experience a shocking jolt of reality and wonder where any evidence of your life…your existence…has gone. Your ashes are the results of the issues and battles that have confronted your life. Your ashes mark the losses you have experienced. They are a compilation of your hurts, betrayals, and disappointments. They culminate every experience designed to kill and destroy you.
​Your ashes are supposed to signify your demise. They are a representation of the charred destruction of dreams and aspirations. Your ashes are a compilation of words from every tongue that spoke against your success and everyone who pronounced and applauded any failure. And even if there flows a breeze of hope to glide over your remains and to breathe life and escort you out of your pain or death-state, those ashes then scatter briskly in the wind until there is nothing left, as a reminder of what once was…all that could have been...and all that was lost.
Ashes symbolize the loss of a loved one or the death of a relationship that you thought would last forever, the death of the hope that you once had, the desecration of your will to even survive, due to life’s challenges. It represents the remains of a broken heart that houses the fragments of your life and shattered vision. It can represent the loss of finances, the uncertainty of tomorrow or the battle within your own mind and emotions. What is significant about ashes is that they are remains. They do not look like anything specific but serve as just a reminder of the hopelessness and despair that lies before you. To you, there is nothing even recognizable to even spring forth hope.
Yet there is a remedy! If God can reach down and take dirt and form man, then breathe the breath of life for man to become a living soul, then He can breathe life into your lifeless situation. That one breath has multiplied and sustained humanity for centuries. Before God breathed the breath of life into man, He had to first see the value of man, the purpose of man, the life in man. He sees something of value still left in you!
God will take the remains of what you think is nothing more than ashes, what looks like nothing more than ashes, and breathe life into a dead situation. While you have been preparing for burial, God has been preparing for a celebration of life—your life!
​If you give God the opportunity, He will cause life to flow through the veins of your existence and will raise you right up out of your ashes to where the ashes soon become a distant memory of what was supposed to kill you, what was supposed to hold you captive until you died. He will raise you up in authority and victory, and you will reign in abundance—in every area of your life!
Throughout this reading, various spiritual principles are repeated in order to ensure that you thoroughly understand that you do have a choice. You can choose to remain where you are and stay a prisoner of your past, and/or a hostage to your pain, and disappointments or, on the other hand, you can choose to live! You can live the abundant life, which is the healthy, whole, favored, blessed life that you were ordained to live. Choose life! “I call heaven and earth to record [witness] this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore, choose life that both thou [you] and thy [your] seed [your children, grandchildren and generations to come] may live” (Deut. 30:19; also read Deut. 30:15–16).
Excerpt From
OUT OF MY ASHES, I WILL RISE!
Wanda D. Kidd
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