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From
1930 until 1974, Ethiopia was under the rule of Haile Selassie, who
had served as the Regent Plenipotentiary of Ethiopia since the year
1916. A key figure in Ethiopian history, he also played a
significant
role in the emergence of Rastafari, a Jamaican religious movement
born in the 1930s when he assumed the title of Emperor. As a member
of the Solomonic dynasty, claiming lineage from Emperor Menelik I,
the son of King Solomon and Queen Makeda of Sheba, Haile Selassie
held a unique place in Ethiopia's historical narrative.
  



 






 






  

    
In
his quest for modernization, Haile Selassie introduced political
and
social reforms, such as Ethiopia's first written constitution in
the
year 1931 and the abolition of slavery. He actively led Ethiopia
during the Second Italo-Ethiopian War, facing the Italian
occupation
and later residing in exile in England. After the defeat of the
Italians by the British Empire in the year 1941, Haile Selassie
returned to govern Ethiopia. He dissolved the Federation of
Ethiopia
and Eritrea, established by the United Nations General Assembly in
the year 1950, integrating Eritrea as a province of Ethiopia while
opposing secession.
  



 






 






  

    
Haile
Selassie's internationalist vision led Ethiopia to become a
founding
member of the United Nations. He served as the inaugural chairman
of
the Organisation of African Unity, precursor to the African Union,
established in the year 1963. However, in the year 1974, the Derg,
a
Marxist–Leninist junta, orchestrated a military revolution,
overthrowing Haile Selassie, who met his demise on August 27,
1975.
  



 






 






  

    
Within
the Rastafari movement, Haile Selassie is revered as the returned
messiah, embodying God, but despite this perspective, he adhered to
the principles and rituals of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church as a
Christian. Originating in Jamaica around 1930, the Rastafari
movement
has grown to an estimated membership of 700,000 to one million
people.
  



 






 






  

    
Criticism
of Haile Selassie's reign includes accusations of suppressing
rebellions among the landed nobility (mesafint) and perceived
delays
in Ethiopia's modernization. The Harari people faced hardships
under
his leadership, resulting in many fleeing the Harari Region.
  



  

    
Human
rights organizations, including Human Rights Watch, characterized
Haile Selassie's regime as dictatorial and illiberal.
  



 






 






  

    
In
the later years of his rule, the Oromo language was banned from
schools, public discourse, and governance. During Haile Selassie's
era, a significant relocation of Amharas to southern Ethiopia
occurred, where they played roles in government administration,
courts, and the church. In June 2020, following Hachalu Hundessa's
death, Oromo demonstrators defaced Haile Selassie's statue in
Cannizaro Park, London, and his father's equestrian monument in
Harar.
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Sahle
Selassie, the Amhara monarch from Shewa, played a crucial role in
Haile Selassie's lineage, being his ancestor through his paternal
grandmother. Born on July 23, 1892, in the Ethiopian town of Ejersa
Goro within the Harar province, Haile Selassie's intricate heritage
included Oromo, Gurage, and Amhara roots. His rise to the Imperial
throne was influenced by his paternal grandmother's royal
connection.
His mother, Woizero Yeshimebet Ali Abba Jifar, hailed from a
distinguished lineage, being the daughter of Dejazmach Ali Abba
Jifar, the paramount chief of Were Ilu in Wollo province. The
Gurage
ancestry flowed through his maternal grandmother.
  



 






 






  

    
Ras
Makonnen Wolde Mikael, Haile Selassie's father, traced his roots
back
to King Sahle Selassie, the former monarch of Shewa, and played a
pivotal role in the Battle of Adwa during the First Italo–Ethiopian
War. Haile Selassie's eligibility for the imperial throne was
solidified through his paternal grandmother, Woizero Tenagnework
Sahle Selassie, directly connecting him to Emperor Menelik II and
the
Solomonic Amhara King of Shewa, Negus Sahle Selassie. This lineage
claimed a direct connection to Makeda, Queen of Sheba, and King
Solomon of ancient Israel.
  



 






 






  

    
Ras
Makonnen's arrangements for Tafari's education involved the
guidance
of Ethiopian Capuchin monk Abba Samuel Wolde Kahin and Dr.
Vitalien,
a surgeon from Guadeloupe. Bestowed with the title of Dejazmach at
the age of 13, Tafari continued his studies and assumed the titular
governorship of Selale in the year 1906. Later, he took charge of a
portion of the Sidamo province in the year 1907. Tafari's marriage
to
Woizero Altayech in his late teens resulted in the birth of
Princess
Romanework.
  



 






 






  

    
The
governorship of Harar became Tafari's responsibility in the year
1910
or 1911, succeeding Menelik II's brother Yelma. His marriage to
Menen
Asfaw of Ambassel in the year 1911 further solidified his position
within the intricate web of Ethiopian aristocracy.
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The
involvement of Tafari Makonnen in the movement that dethroned Lij
Iyasu has been thoroughly explored, especially in Haile Selassie's
detailed account of the event. Iyasu held the position of
Ethiopia's
designated yet uncrowned emperor from 1913 to 1916. His reputation
at
his grandfather Menelik II's court was marred by scandalous
behavior
and a confrontational stance towards the nobility. The Ethiopian
Orthodox Christian hierarchy viewed Iyasu's flirtation with Islam
as
a betrayal, leading to his overthrow on September 27, in the year
1916.
  



 






 






  

    
Key
figures in the campaign against Iyasu, such as the conservative
Fitawrari Habte Giyorgis, Menelik II's longstanding Minister of
War,
joined forces to depose him. Tafari emerged as their choice due to
his support from both progressive and conservative factions.
Iyasu's
conversion to Islam ultimately sealed his fate. In the aftermath,
Menelik II's daughter and Iyasu's aunt, Empress Zewditu, assumed
the
title, while Tafari was elevated to the rank of Ras, declared heir
presumptive and Crown Prince. Accepting the title of Regent
Plenipotentiary, Tafari became the de facto ruler of the Ethiopian
Empire under a power-sharing structure with Zewditu. While Iyasu
fled
into the Ogaden Desert, the Battle of Segale on October 27 saw the
defeat and capture of Negus Mikael, Iyasu's father.
  



 






 






  

    
Zewditu's
coronation took place on February 11, 1917, and through her Regent,
Tafari, she pledged to govern justly. Despite Tafari's more visible
role, Zewditu held actual ruling authority, settling disputes
between
opposing factions. Tafari handled day-to-day administration, but
his
efforts were often futile due to his weak position. His personal
army
faced limitations, financial constraints, and insufficient leverage
against the combined authority of the Empress, Minister of War, and
provincial governors.
  



 






 






  

    
During
Tafari's regency, he expanded on Menelik II's cautious
modernization
strategy and navigated the challenges of the 1918 flu pandemic.
With
an estimated two million slaves in Ethiopia during the early 1930s,
Tafari secured Ethiopia's entry into the League of Nations in the
year 1923 by committing to abolish slavery—a practice that
persisted despite proclamations from previous emperors.
  



 






  

    
In
1924, Ras Tafari embarked on a tour across Europe and the Middle
East, visiting cities like Jerusalem, Alexandria, Paris,
Luxembourg,
Brussels, Amsterdam, Stockholm, London, Geneva, and Athens.
Accompanying him were notable figures such as Ras Seyum Mangasha of
western Tigray Province, Ras Hailu Tekle Haymanot of Gojjam
Province,
Ras Mulugeta Yeggazu of Illubabor Province, Ras Makonnen
Endelkachew,
and Blattengeta Heruy Welde Sellase. Ethiopia's primary objective
was
to secure access to the sea, but Tafari learned in Paris that this
goal was unattainable.
  



  

    
In
the face of this setback, Tafari and his entourage explored various
European institutions, including schools, hospitals, factories, and
churches. Despite modeling reforms on European systems, Tafari
remained cautious about succumbing to European pressures. To
prevent
economic imperialism, he mandated local ownership in all
businesses.
Explaining his modernization efforts, Tafari remarked, "Only
because we are surrounded by it do we require European advancement.
That is both a benefit and a disadvantage."
  



 






 






  

    
Throughout
their journey, Tafari and his company received enthusiastic
receptions in Europe, the Levant, and Egypt. Accompanying him were
Seyum Mangasha and Hailu Tekle Haymanot, sons of generals who
fought
at the Battle of Adwa. Mulugeta Yeggazu, another entourage member,
had also participated in the historic battle. The media
sensationalized the Ethiopians' "Oriental Dignity" and
distinctive court dress. Lions from their entourage were gifted to
prominent figures and the Paris Zoological Garden. The UK, in
exchange for two lions, returned Emperor Tewodros II's imperial
crown
taken during the 1868 Expedition to Abyssinia.
  



  

    
During
the tour, the Crown Prince visited Jerusalem's Armenian monastery
and
adopted 40 Armenian orphans who had lost their parents in the
Armenian Genocide. Tafari arranged for their musical education, and
they later formed the imperial brass band.
  



 






  

    
In
1928, Dejazmach Balcha Safo made a bold move to Addis Ababa,
accompanied by a sizable military force, challenging Tafari's
authority. Despite Tafari consolidating control over the provinces,
many of Menelik's appointees resisted adhering to the new laws.
Balcha Safo, the governor (Shum) of the prosperous Sidamo province,
proved to be a particularly troublesome figure. Summoned to Addis
Ababa by Tafari due to discrepancies in the earnings submitted to
the
central government, Balcha Safo arrived with disrespect,
accompanied
by a large army.
  



  

    
While
Empress Zewditu received homage from Dejazmatch, Tafari was
excluded
from the honors. During Balcha Safo's visit, Tafari strategically
used Ras Kassa Haile Darge to sway the loyalty of his soldiers,
leading to his replacement as Shum of Sidamo Province by Birru
Wolde
Gabriel, succeeded later by Desta Damtew.
  



 






 






  

    
Empress
Zewditu seized a political advantage from Balcha Safo's actions,
attempting to have Tafari arrested for treason. Tafari faced trial
for his diplomatic dealings with Italy, including a 20-year peace
treaty signed on August 2nd. In September, a group of palace
reactionaries, supported by some of the empress's courtiers, made a
final effort to depose Tafari. The coup's inception was tragic, but
its conclusion took a humorous turn. When confronted by Tafari and
his troops, the coup leaders sought refuge in Menelik's mausoleum
on
the palace grounds. However, Tafari and his forces found themselves
surrounded by Zewditu's personal guard. Additional khaki-clad
troops
from Tafari arrived, tipping the balance in his favor. Despite
initial resistance, popular support and police backing favored
Tafari. Empress Zewditu eventually yielded, proclaiming Tafari as
Negus on October 7, 1928.
  



 






  

    
Tafari's
ascent to the throne as King stirred controversy. Instead of
presiding over a provincial kingdom, he assumed the same realm as
the
empress. This departure from Ethiopian history, where two kings
co-occupied the same seat, sparked discontent among conservatives
who
perceived it as a dishonor to the monarchy. Ras Gugsa Welle, the
empress's spouse and Shum of Begemder Province, led an insurrection
in protest. Mobilizing an army, he marched from Gondar to Addis
Ababa
in early 1930. The Battle of Anchem on March 31, 1930, saw Gugsa
Welle's forces defeated by those loyal to Negus Tafari, resulting
in
his demise.
  



 






 






  

    
Gugsa
Welle's abrupt death on April 2, 1930, coincided with the news of
the
empress's defeat and demise in Addis Ababa. While initial
assumptions
pointed to poisoning or shock as the cause of the empress's death,
subsequent investigations revealed it was due to a flu-like fever
and
diabetic complications.
  



 






 






  

    
With
Zewditu's passing, Tafari assumed the throne, bestowed with the
title
Neguse Negest ze-'Ityopp'ya, "King of Kings of Ethiopia."
The grand coronation took place on November 2, 1930, at St. George
Cathedral in Addis Ababa. Described as a truly splendid affair, it
drew royals and dignitaries from across the globe. Attendees
included
the Duke of Gloucester, Marshal Louis Franchet d'Espèrey of France,
and the Prince of Udine representing King Victor Emmanuel III of
Italy. Emissaries from the United States, Egypt, Turkey, Sweden,
Belgium, and Japan were also present. Notable witnesses like
American
travel professor Burton Holmes captured rare film footage, and
British author Evelyn Waugh offered a contemporaneous narrative.
Estimates suggested the lavish celebration cost over $3 million.
The
Christian emperor even sent a gold-encased Bible to an American
bishop who, though absent, had dedicated a prayer to the emperor on
the coronation day.
  



 






 






  

    
On
July 16, 1931, Haile Selassie introduced Ethiopia's inaugural
written
constitution, establishing a bicameral legislature. While the
constitution retained power within the nobility, it incorporated
democratic principles among them, laying the foundation for a
potential democratic transition: "until the people are in a
position to elect themselves," it articulated. However,
opposition emerged from other dynastic princes, especially those of
Tigrai, and even the emperor's close cousin, Ras Kassa Haile Darge.
They objected to the constitution, which confined the throne's
succession to Haile Selassie's descendants. In 1932, following
Sultan
Abba Jifar II of Jimma's death, the Sultanate of Jimma was formally
integrated into Ethiopia.
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In
the 1930s, Italy revived its imperialist ambitions, with Benito
Mussolini's Fascist government seeking retribution for past
military
failures in Ethiopia. Italy aimed to avenge its setbacks during the
First Italo-Abyssinian War, erase the memory of the defeat at Adwa,
and strengthen fascism and imperialism. Ethiopia's strategic
importance as a link between Eritrea and Somaliland also fueled
Italy's expansionist motives.
  



 






 






  

    
Despite
the League of Nations' stance, which failed to deter Italy due to
the
ineffectiveness of the "collective security" plan, the
Italians invaded Ethiopia in the year 1935. The Hoare-Laval Pact
controversy exposed the League supporters' willingness to appease
Italy.
  



  

    
On
October 19, 1935, Haile Selassie issued specific orders to his
Commander-in-Chief, Ras Kassa:
  



 






 






  

    
When
setting up tents, position them in caves, near trees, or within
woods, if available, and arrange them in platoons, maintaining a
distance of 30 cubits between each.
  



  

    
If
an aircraft is sighted, retreat from open roads and meadows, moving
into valleys, trenches, and zigzag paths, passing through areas
with
trees and woods.
  



 






 






  

    
When
an aircraft descends to drop bombs, it becomes vulnerable at around
100 meters. In such cases, fire a salvo using a designated
long-range
gun and disperse rapidly. The aircraft is likely to crash after
three
or four hits. Only those instructed to use the designated weapon
should fire, preventing unnecessary ammunition waste and revealing
the soldiers' locations.
  



 






 






  

    
To
avoid detection as the aircraft ascends, remain cautiously
scattered
until it moves away. In battle, encourage the adversary to target
ornamented shields, gold and silver cloaks, silk shirts, and
similar
items. If you lack a jacket, a narrow-sleeved shirt with faded
colors
is preferable. Save your gold and silver adornments for later, and
now is the time to fight. We offer this advice to ensure your
safety
and assure you that we stand with you during conflicts, willing to
shed our blood for Ethiopia's liberation."
  



 






  

    
In
the early days of October 1935, the Italians initiated their
invasion
of Ethiopia. However, by November, the progress of the invasion had
notably slowed, providing an opportunity for Haile Selassie's
northern army to initiate the "Christmas Offensive." This
offensive pushed the Italians onto the defensive, but the Ethiopian
advance was halted in early 1936 at the First Battle of Tembien.
The
Italians, prepared to resume their offensive, gained momentum after
defeating the northern Ethiopian forces in the Battles of Amba
Aradam, Second Battle of Tembien, and Battle of Shire. Haile
Selassie, leading the last Ethiopian army on the northern front,
engaged in battle.
  



  

    
On
March 31, 1936, at the Battle of Maychew in southern Tigray, Haile
Selassie launched a counter-offensive against the Italians. The
emperor's forces suffered defeat and were forced to retreat in
chaos.
As the Ethiopian army fled, the Italians, supported by armed Raya
and
Azebo tribesmen on the ground, launched aerial attacks.
  



 






 






  

    
After
a solitary pilgrimage to Lalibela's churches, risking grave danger,
Haile Selassie returned to Ethiopia's capital. Following a
tumultuous
council of state session, it was decided that, unable to defend
Addis
Ababa, the government would relocate to the southern town of Gore.
In
the interest of safeguarding the Imperial House, it was further
decided that the monarch's wife Menen Asfaw and the rest of the
royal
household should promptly depart for French Somaliland and then
proceed to Jerusalem.
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 5: Exiled
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    

 






  

    
During
his exile from 1936 to 1941, Haile Selassie resided in Bath,
England,
at Fairfield House, a residence he acquired. The emperor and Kassa
Haile Darge often took morning strolls within the confines of the
14-room Victorian mansion. Haile Selassie had a particular fondness
for "diplomatic history" in his reading choices, yet the
majority of his dedicated hours were consumed by the meticulous
composition of his 90,000-word autobiography in Amharic.
  



 






 






  

    
Before
settling in Fairfield House, he briefly stayed at Warne's Hotel in
Worthing and also at Wimbledon's Parkside. Notably, a bust of Haile
Selassie by Hilda Seligman, once situated in Cannizaro Park,
commemorated the event but became a site of pilgrimage for London's
Rastafari community until it was unfortunately destroyed by
protestors on June 30, 2020. In the 1930s, Haile Selassie lived at
the Abbey Hotel in Malvern, where his granddaughters and daughters
of
court officials attended Clarendon School for Girls in North
Malvern.
He participated in services at Holy Trinity Church in Link Top
during
his time in Malvern. On June 25, 2011, a blue plaque honoring his
stay in Malvern was unveiled, accompanied by a speech and drum
recital by a Rastafari delegation.
  



 






 






  

    
During
his exile, Haile Selassie actively worked to counter Italian
propaganda regarding Ethiopian resistance and the legitimacy of the
occupation. He denounced the destruction of places of worship, the
theft of a 1,600-year-old imperial obelisk, and crimes against
Ethiopian civilians. While his pleas for League intervention faced
challenges until Italy joined World War II on the German side in
June
1940, he consistently sought international support, expressing his
conviction that "God's judgment will eventually visit the weak
and mighty alike."
  



 






 






  

    
His
appeals found resonance in the United States, especially among
African-American groups sympathetic to Ethiopia's cause. Despite
personal tragedies, such as the hanging of his sons-in-law and the
abduction and death of his daughter Princess Romanework and her
children in Italy in the year 1941, Haile Selassie continued his
efforts.
  



 






 






  

    
A
Christmas Day radio message to the American people was scheduled,
but
a traffic accident left him with a broken knee. Undeterred, he
delivered the speech, linking Christianity, benevolence, and the
League of Nations Covenant, arguing that "war is not the only
option to stop war."
  



 






 






  

    
Upon
his return to Ethiopia, Fairfield House was given to the city of
Bath
for use as a residence for the elderly.
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British
forces led the military campaign to liberate Ethiopia, mainly
composed of Ethiopian-backed African and South African colonial
troops forming Colonel Orde Wingate's "Gideon Force." In
this period, the emperor issued multiple imperial proclamations,
showcasing the synergy between British military might and the
monarch's popular appeal in the concerted effort to free
Ethiopia.
  



 






 






  

    
Amid
the East African Campaign, Haile Selassie crossed the
Sudan-Ethiopia
boundary in the town of Um Iddla on January 18, 1941, marking the
resurgence of the Lion of Judah's standard. He, alongside a group
of
Ethiopian nationalists, joined the Gideon Force, already in
Ethiopia,
preparing the way. Italy succumbed to the collective efforts of the
United Kingdom, the Commonwealth of Nations, Free France, Free
Belgium, and Ethiopian nationalists. Haile Selassie triumphantly
returned to Addis Ababa on May 5, 1941, delivering a personal
address
to the Ethiopian people exactly five years after fascist forces
seized control.
  



 






 






  

    
On
August 27, 1942, Haile Selassie affirmed the legal basis for
Italy's
abolition of slavery throughout the empire, imposing severe
penalties, including death, for slave trading. Post-World War II,
Ethiopia became a charter member of the United Nations. In 1948,
the
UN handed the Ogaden, contested by Italian Somaliland and British
Somaliland, to Ethiopia. Resolution 390 (V) on December 2, 1950,
incorporated Eritrea, a former Italian province, into Ethiopia,
outlining a constitutional framework that ensured ethnic,
linguistic,
and cultural harmony in Eritrea, with Ethiopia overseeing finances,
defense, and foreign affairs.
  



 






 






  

    
Despite
pre-World War II centralization aspirations, Haile Selassie faced
obstacles in implementing desired programs. His efforts for a
progressive tax system in the year 1942 were thwarted by
aristocratic
resistance, leading to the enactment of only a flat tax. In 1951,
he
agreed to further reductions. Ethiopia remained "semi-feudal,"
and attempts to reshape the social and economic structure through
taxation revisions encountered opposition from the aristocracy and
church seeking to reclaim post-war privileges. Success in
introducing
new land taxes often translated into additional burdens for
peasants
imposed by landowners.
  



 






 






  

    
From
1941 to 1959, Haile Selassie worked towards establishing the
autocephaly of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.
  



 






 






  

    
The
head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, known as the Abuna and
reporting to the Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria,
was seeking independence for Ethiopian bishops. Haile Selassie
petitioned the Coptic Orthodox Church's Holy Synod in the year 1942
and 1945, threatening to sever ties when denied. Finally, Pope
Kyrillos VI elevated the Abuna to Patriarch-Catholicos in the year
1959, maintaining the link between the Alexandrian Church and the
Ethiopian Church. Haile Selassie also reshaped the church-state
dynamic by implementing church-land taxation and restricting the
legal rights of clergy, altering their trial process for civil
offenses.
  



  

    
In
1948, Harari Muslims peacefully opposed religious discrimination,
resulting in violent state retaliation. The government detained
hundreds, placed Harar's entire population under house arrest, and
seized assets and estates. This led to a significant exodus of
Hararis from the region, fueled by dissatisfaction over unfulfilled
promises of autonomy made by Menelik II. Haile Selassie's policies
were implicated in the repression of the Harari movement.
  



 






 






  

    
During
the 1960 Congo Crisis, Ethiopian troops were committed to the
United
Nations peacekeeping force, as per UN Security Council Resolution
143, to safeguard Congolese integrity. An abortive coup occurred
during Haile Selassie's state visit to Brazil in December 1960,
orchestrated by his Kebur Zabagna soldiers. While suppressed by the
regular army and police, the coup marked a turning point in
Ethiopian
history, prompting public questioning of the king's right to rule
without popular approval. Students began advocating for the
peasantry
and the destitute, leading to accelerated reforms by Haile
Selassie,
including land gifts to military and police personnel.
  



 






 






  

    
Remaining
a staunch Western ally, Haile Selassie championed decolonization in
Africa, which was predominantly under European colonial rule. The
UN
investigated Eritrea's status, and Britain's proposal to partition
it
between Sudan and Ethiopia was rejected. A UN plebiscite in favor
of
federating Eritrea with Ethiopia resulted in UN Resolution 390 on
December 2, 1950. Haile Selassie resisted European attempts to
create
a separate constitution for Eritrea, choosing to apply his 1955
Constitution to both Ethiopia and Eritrea. The Eritrean Struggle
for
Independence began in the year 1961, leading to Haile Selassie's
dissolution of the federation and the closure of Eritrea's
parliament.
  



 






 






  

    
In
September 1961, Haile Selassie participated in the Conference of
Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries in Belgrade,
FPR Yugoslavia, marking the inaugural summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement.
  



 






 






  

    
The
Eritrean War of Independence erupted in the year 1961, culminating
from escalating tensions between pro-independence Eritreans and
Ethiopian forces. Designating Eritrea as Ethiopia's fourteenth
province in the year 1962, the conflict persisted for 30 years,
with
Haile Selassie and his successor employing force to retain
control.
  



 






 






  

    
Presiding
over the founding of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in the
year 1963, a precursor to the African Union (AU), Haile Selassie
became the first official chairperson in May of that year.
Contributing to diplomatic successes, he negotiated the Bamako
Accords, resolving the Moroccan-Algerian border conflict. In 1964,
Haile Selassie proposed the United States of Africa, later adopted
by
Muammar Gaddafi.
  



 






  

    
Among
the dignitaries attending President John F. Kennedy's funeral in
Washington, D.C. on November 25, 1963, Haile Selassie paid his
respects alongside France's President Charles de Gaulle.
  



 






  

    
In
1966, Haile Selassie aimed to replace the historical tax system
with
a progressive income tax, challenging the nobility's tax
privileges.
Despite the subsequent insurrection in Gojjam, which was quelled
even
though the tax was abandoned, it inspired further rebellions
against
the emperor.
  



 






  

    
While
endorsing Ethiopia's participation in UN-approved collective
security
operations, Haile Selassie criticized non-UN-approved foreign
intervention in Indochina, advocating for an end to the Vietnam
War.
Despite repeated visits to the US during this period, he maintained
a
friendly relationship, commending the country's progress with Civil
Rights laws in the 1950s and 1960s.
  



  

    
In
1967, Haile Selassie traveled to Montréal, Canada, to inaugurate
the
Ethiopian Pavilion at Expo '67 World's Fair, receiving acclaim from
world leaders in attendance.
  



 







  
In
  the 1960s and 1970s, Ethiopia witnessed a surge in student
  rebellions. A significant portion of the country's intellectual
  elite, especially those educated abroad and exposed to radical
  and
  left-wing ideologies gaining traction globally, embraced
  communism.
  The resistance from conservative factions in the Imperial Court,
  Parliament, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church thwarted Haile
  Selassie's land reform initiatives and tarnished the government's
  image, eroding much of the goodwill he had previously enjoyed.
  This
  generated resentment among the peasantry, and efforts to
  undermine
  labor unions further damaged his standing. 




 






  

    
Faced
with mounting challenges, Haile Selassie delegated substantial
internal administration responsibilities to Prime Minister Aklilu
Habte Wold, shifting his focus toward foreign affairs.
  



 






 






  

    
Internationally,
Haile Selassie maintained a distinguished reputation. He often
received precedence over other leaders at official events, such as
state funerals for John F. Kennedy and Charles de Gaulle,
Non-Aligned
Movement summits, and the 1971 commemoration of the Persian
Empire's
2,500-year anniversary. In 1970, during his visit to Italy as a
guest
of President Giuseppe Saragat, he met Giordano Dell'Amore,
President
of the Italian Savings Banks Association, in Milan. Following the
death of Mao's chosen successor Lin Biao in a plane crash in
Mongolia, Haile Selassie visited China in October 1971, becoming
the
first foreign head of state to meet Mao Zedong.
  



 






 






  

    
During
Selassie's rule, human rights in Ethiopia were notably low. In the
latter years of his reign, civil liberties and political rights
were
severely restricted, earning Ethiopia a "Not Free" rating
from Freedom House. Political dissidents faced imprisonment,
torture,
and dismal prison conditions. The Imperial Ethiopian Army, engaged
in
conflicts with Eritrean separatists, committed egregious
atrocities,
following a policy of destroying Eritrean villages supporting
insurgents, resulting in mass killings of hundreds of civilians
during the late 1960s and early 1970s.
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 7: Famine, Revolution, and Death
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    

 






  

    
Between
1972 and 1974, a devastating famine claimed the lives of 40,000 to
80,000 Ethiopians, primarily in Wollo, northeastern Ethiopia, and
other parts of Tigray. A BBC News report suggested 200,000 deaths
in
the year 1973, based on an estimate from the Ethiopian Nutrition
Institute, although later findings deemed it "over-pessimistic."
Despite the region's history of periodic crop failures and food
shortages, this incident was exceptionally severe. Jonathan
Dimbleby's ITV show, The Unknown Famine, aired in the year 1973,
relying on an unverified estimate of 200,000 deaths, triggering a
surge in charity but also eroding Haile Selassie's
authority.
  



 






 






  

    
In
response to the famine and rising discontent, a group of rebel army
officers orchestrated a gradual coup against the emperor's
vulnerable
regime. To sway public opinion, they acquired a copy of The Unknown
Famine and edited it with footage of Haile Selassie at a wedding
feast in his palace grounds. The rebranded film, The Hidden Hunger,
aired continuously on Ethiopian television on the day they finally
made their move against the emperor.
  



 






 






  

    
There
are conflicting claims regarding whether the emperor was informed
about the extent of the hunger. The Kremlin's portrayal of Haile
Selassie's Ethiopia as backward and incompetent, contrasted with
the
supposed utopia of Marxism-Leninism, fueled a popular uprising that
led to his downfall and the rise of Mengistu Haile Mariam. The
famine, along with its media portrayal, undermined the government's
public support, causing Haile Selassie's once-unquestionable
popularity to decline.
  



 






 






  

    
The
situation worsened with military mutinies and soaring oil prices
due
to the 1973 oil crisis. The international economic downturn
resulting
from the crisis led to skyrocketing costs of imported goods, fuel,
and food, exacerbating unemployment.
  



 






 






  

    
In
February 1974, violent riots erupted in Addis Ababa in response to
sudden economic inflation, resulting in five deaths in four days.
To
pacify the population, the emperor announced a reduction in
gasoline
prices and a freeze on the cost of basic necessities. However,
discontent persisted, leading to army mutinies starting in Asmara
and
spreading across the empire. Prime Minister Aklilu Habte-Wold
resigned in the face of rebellion on February 27, 1974. Haile
Selassie appointed Endelkachew Makonnen as the new Prime Minister,
conceding to the army's demands for increased compensation. Despite
numerous concessions, the country faced a four-day national strike
in
March.
  



 






 






  

    
Seizing
the chaos, the Derg, a committee of low-ranking military officers
and
enlisted men formed in June, took advantage of the government's
vulnerability and removed the 82-year-old Selassie on September
12.
  



 






  

    
General
Aman Mikael Andom, an Eritrean Protestant, assumed the role of
interim head of state until Crown Prince Asfa Wossen, undergoing
medical treatment abroad, returned. Selassie briefly found himself
under house arrest at the 4th Army Division in Addis Ababa, while
the
majority of his family was confined to the late Duke of Harar's
mansion in the capital's northwestern outskirts. The emperor spent
his final months incarcerated in the Grand Palace, maintaining a
mental state that believed he still held the title of Emperor of
Ethiopia, according to reports.
  



 






 






  

    
Later,
the imperial family was imprisoned in Addis Ababa's Kerchele jail,
commonly known as "Alem Bekagne" or "I've Had Enough
of This World." On November 23, a firing squad executed 60
former high-ranking members of the imperial government, including
Selassie's grandson Iskinder Desta, a rear admiral, General Andom,
and two former prime ministers, without trial. Crown Prince Asfa
Wossen condemned the executions, labeled "Bloody Saturday"
by Ethiopians. In response, the Derg renounced recognition of his
imperial legitimacy and declared the end of the Solomonic
monarchy.
  



 






 






  

    
Selassie's
death on August 27, 1975, was officially attributed to "respiratory
failure" resulting from complications of a prostate examination
followed by an operation, as reported by state media. Dr. Asrat
Woldeyes challenged this account, asserting that complications had
occurred, and the prostate operation likely took place months
earlier
than officially stated. An Ethiopian court convicted five former
military officials of murdering the emperor in his bed in the year
1975 in the year 1994. The court, three years after the overthrow
of
the military socialist Derg administration, cited documents
indicating a high-level order from the regime to execute Selassie
for
leading a "feudal regime." Extensively circulated online,
these documents bear the military regime's stamp and signature,
with
several former members confirming their authenticity.
  



 






 






  

    
The
Derg's successor, the Soviet-backed People's Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, collapsed in the year 1991. In 1992, Selassie's remains
were discovered beneath a concrete slab on the palace grounds,
although some reports suggest they were found beneath a latrine.
For
almost a decade, Selassie's casket rested in Bhata Church, near the
grave of his great-uncle Menelik II. The Ethiopian Orthodox church
conducted a funeral for him on November 5, in the year 2000, but
the
government refrained from making it an official imperial
funeral.
  



 






 






  

    
While
prominent Rastafari figures like Rita Marley attended the burial,
many Rastafaris rejected the event and refused to acknowledge that
the bones belonged to Selassie. Within the Rastafari movement,
significant controversy persists about whether he died in the year
1975 or not.
  





                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    






