



Taylor Morgan TM

When the stars forgot the sky









                    
                    
UUID: ed63d951-3c85-45fc-8238-05eff469e53a

This ebook was created with StreetLib Write

https://writeapp.io








    
    Table of contents


	
When the Stars Forgot the Sky



	
Taylor Morgan TM



	
Chapters



	
Chapter 1



	
Chapter 2



	
Chapter 3



	
Chapter 4



	
Chapter 5



	
Chapter 6



	
Chapter 7



	
Chapter 8



	
Chapter 9



	
Chapter 10



	
Chapter 11



	
Chapter 12



	
Chapter 13



	
Chapter 14



	
Chapter 15



	
Chapter 1: The Last Night of Light






landmarks


	
Title page



	
Table of contents



	
Book start






        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        When the Stars Forgot the Sky
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    



 















 








                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Taylor Morgan TM
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    



 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 








                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapters
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    

 






 






 






 






                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 1
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Last Night of Light
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 2
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
A
    Sky Without Witnesses
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 3
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    First Impossible Morning
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 4
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Forgotten Observatory
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 5
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
Voices
    Hidden in the Darkness
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 6
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
Maps
    That Changed Overnight
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 7
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Sea That Remembered
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 8
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
Echoes
    Beyond Time
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 9
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    City Beneath the Mountain
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 10
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Garden of Sleeping Constellations
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 11
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
Where
    Reality Began to Tear
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 12
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Keepers of the Empty Sky
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 13
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
Beyond
    the Edge of Darkness
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 14
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
The
    Choice of Humanity
  



                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 15
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    


  

    
When
    the Stars Returned Different
  



 








 








 








 








 








 








 








                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        Chapter 1: The Last Night of Light
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
                    



 










 










 









  
Elias
  Harper had always believed that the night sky was the most honest
  thing in the world. Cities could hide their secrets behind tall
  buildings, people could smile while carrying silent grief, and
  history could rewrite itself through forgotten stories, but the
  stars
  never lied. Every evening they appeared exactly where they were
  meant
  to be, reminding everyone that some things were constant, no
  matter
  how uncertain life became.




  
He
  worked as an archivist in the small coastal town of Brighthaven,
  spending his days surrounded by shelves filled with weathered
  journals, faded maps, and forgotten letters. While most people
  considered old documents little more than dusty relics, Elias saw
  them as conversations between generations. Every page held a
  memory
  that refused to disappear.




  
On
  the evening everything changed, nothing seemed unusual.




  
The
  streets were busy with people finishing work before the weekend.
  Children laughed as they chased each other through the town
  square,
  musicians played cheerful melodies near the fountain, and
  fishermen
  prepared their boats for the next morning. The scent of fresh
  bread
  drifted from the bakery across the street, blending with the
  salty
  breeze carried inland from the sea.




  
Elias
  locked the archive's heavy wooden door just after sunset and
  began
  his familiar walk home. He greeted neighbors by name, paused to
  pet
  an elderly golden retriever that always waited outside the
  bookstore,
  and bought a small paper bag of roasted almonds from a vendor who
  smiled without saying a word.




  
It
  was an ordinary evening.




  
Perhaps
  too ordinary.




  
His
  apartment overlooked the ocean, and every night before bed he
  stood
  on the balcony with a cup of tea, searching for familiar
  constellations. He had learned their names from his grandfather,
  who
  claimed every star carried a story older than civilization
  itself.




  
"The
  sky remembers everything," his grandfather used to say. "Long
  after we are gone, the stars will still be telling our
  story."




  
Elias
  smiled as he remembered those words.




  
Then
  he looked up.




  
The
  cup slipped from his hand.




  
The
  stars were gone.




  
At
  first he thought thick clouds had drifted overhead, but the moon
  still hung above the sea like a pale lantern. Its silver light
  reflected across the calm water exactly as it always had.




  
Only
  the stars had vanished.




  
Every
  single one.




  
No
  scattered lights remained.




  
No
  distant constellations.




  
No
  shimmering band of the Milky Way.




  
Nothing.




  
The
  sky had become an endless ocean of black.




  
A
  car screeched to a stop somewhere below.




  
Someone
  shouted.




  
Another
  voice cried out in confusion.




  
Within
  minutes the peaceful town dissolved into restless movement.
  Apartment
  windows opened one after another as people stepped onto
  balconies,
  pointing upward. Phones illuminated anxious faces while social
  media
  filled with photographs of an empty sky that looked impossible
  even
  through a camera lens.




  
Elias
  stood frozen.




  
His
  grandfather had once joked that if the stars ever disappeared,
  humanity would finally realize how much comfort it had taken from
  lights millions of years away.




  
Now
  those words no longer sounded like a joke.




  
His
  phone buzzed continuously.




  
Messages
  arrived faster than he could read them.




  
"Can
  you see this?"




  
"Is
  it happening where you are?"




  
"Power
  grid issue?"




  
"Solar
  event?"




  
"No
  one knows anything."




  
Television
  channels interrupted regular programming within half an
  hour.




  
Scientists
  appeared beside computer simulations that explained
  nothing.




  
Astronomers
  admitted every telescope across the world was seeing the same
  impossible darkness.




  
Governments
  urged people to remain calm while quietly declaring international
  emergencies.




  
Nobody
  had an answer.




  
The
  stars had simply ceased to exist.




  
Or
  so it seemed.




  
Unable
  to stay inside, Elias walked toward the harbor where hundreds of
  people had already gathered. Families stood shoulder to shoulder,
  staring upward in complete silence. Some prayed softly. Others
  insisted it had to be an illusion. A few children began crying,
  frightened not because they understood what had happened, but
  because
  every adult around them suddenly looked afraid.




  
The
  ocean felt different.




  
Not
  rough.




  
Not
  violent.




  
Just
  strangely still.




  
The
  waves that usually tapped gently against the wooden docks had
  almost
  stopped moving. Fishing boats floated without drifting, as though
  the
  sea itself had paused to watch the empty heavens.




  
An
  elderly sailor slowly removed his cap.




  
"I've
  sailed these waters for fifty years," he whispered.




  
"I've
  crossed storms that swallowed ships. I've seen skies painted
  green by
  strange lightning. But I've never seen silence like this."




  
No
  one answered him.




  
They
  didn't need to.




  
Everyone
  felt it.




  
The
  silence seemed to come from somewhere beyond sound itself.




  
Hours
  passed.




  
No
  stars returned.




  
Around
  midnight the electrical network briefly failed across several
  districts, plunging Brighthaven into darkness. Normally such a
  blackout would have revealed thousands of brilliant stars
  overhead.




  
Instead,
  the sky remained completely empty.




  
People
  gasped.




  
For
  the first time in recorded history, humanity experienced absolute
  night.




  
The
  darkness was deeper than anyone imagined possible.




  
It
  was not merely the absence of light.




  
It
  felt like the absence of something essential.




  
When
  electricity returned, many people hurried indoors, closing
  curtains
  as though hiding from an invisible storm.




  
Elias
  remained at the harbor.




  
Something
  inside him refused to leave.




  
As
  the crowd slowly dispersed, he noticed an old woman sitting alone
  at
  the edge of the pier. She wore a faded blue coat despite the mild
  weather and watched the horizon without blinking.




  
"You
  stayed," she said quietly.




  
"I
  couldn't go home."




  
She
  nodded.




  
"Neither
  could I."




  
They
  sat together without speaking for several minutes.




  
Finally
  she reached into her coat pocket and pulled out a small brass
  compass
  unlike any Elias had ever seen. Instead of pointing north, its
  needle
  spun slowly in endless circles.




  
"It
  stopped knowing where to look," she murmured.




  
Elias
  frowned.




  
"What
  does that mean?"




  
"It
  means the world has lost something it never realized it depended
  on."




  
Before
  he could ask another question, she stood, placed the compass into
  his
  hand, and smiled with surprising warmth.




  
"You'll
  need this."




  
He
  looked down at the strange instrument for only a second.




  
When
  he raised his eyes again, the woman was gone.




  
The
  pier stretched empty in both directions.




  
There
  was nowhere she could have disappeared so quickly.




  
He
  searched nearby streets until dawn, asking anyone he met if they
  had
  seen an elderly woman in a blue coat.




  
Everyone
  shook their heads.




  
As
  the first rays of sunlight rose over the ocean, Elias noticed
  something even stranger.




  
Birds
  that usually greeted the morning with cheerful songs remained
  perfectly silent.




  
Thousands
  of them rested along rooftops and telephone wires, all facing the
  same direction.




  
Not
  toward the sunrise.




  
But
  toward the empty western sky where the stars should still have
  been
  fading from sight.




  
It
  was as if every creature on Earth was waiting for something that
  never came.




  
Holding
  the mysterious compass tightly in his pocket, Elias realized with
  growing certainty that the disappearance of the stars was not the
  beginning of a disaster.




  
It
  was the opening page of a story the world had forgotten long
  ago.





 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 










 








                    
                    
                

                
            

            
        

    






